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PTA Announces
Budget Sessions

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood PTA Council has
announced upcoming events.

Candidates Night will be held on
Tuesday, April 6, 7:30 p.m., at the
board of education (BOE) offices,
located on Evergreen Avenue and
Cedar Street behind Evergreen El-
ementary School.

BOE incumbents Nancy Bauer and
David Gorbunoff are unopposed for
two Scotch Plains seats, while Michael
Lewis, Christopher Pflaum and BOE
incumbent Amy Winkler are running
for a full three-year term for one
Fanwood seat. BOE incumbent Rob
O’Connor is unopposed in his quest
for the remaining year on the Fanwood
seat previously held by Sasha Slocum.

Budget presentations are scheduled
for the following dates:

Monday, April 5, 7:30 p.m., Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School audi-
torium; Wednesday, April 7, 7 p.m.,
Evergreen School; Thursday, April 8,
6:30 p.m., Coles School, and 7 p.m.,
McGinn School; Tuesday, April 13,
7:30 p.m., Terrill Middle School and
Park Middle School; Wednesday,
April 14, 7 p.m., Brunner School, and
7:30 p.m., School One.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IN THE SAME BOAT...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School thespians perform a singing-and-dancing number, called “In
the Same Boat,” from Saturday’s rendition of Rupert Holmes’ Curtains. See overview on page 22.
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SP Leaf Pick Up
Begins Mon., April 26
SCOTCH PLAINS — Leaf, brush

and gumball pick up begins Monday,
April 26. Residents may place these
items at the curb no sooner than Fri-
day, April 16.

BOE Proposes $81-Mil. Budget;
SPFEA Contract Defeated, 4-4-1

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(SP-F BOE) adopted a tentative 2010-
2011 school budget on Monday total-
ing $80,958,048, with a tax levy of
$74,967,662. The budget follows a
$3,847,136 cut in state aid or 84 per-
cent over last year. (A detailed legal
advertisement on the budget appears
on page 19). Voters approved a tax
levy of $71 million last April in sup-
port of a total budget of $80.8 mil-
lion.

Business Administrator Anthony
Del Sordi said Monday, as a result of
the state aid cut, the board has pro-

posed to increase taxes by $1 million.
He said taxes would increase by an
average of $299 per home in Scotch
Plains and $440 in Fanwood under
the revised tax levy.

The spending plan includes a gen-
eral fund of $77,194,054, a special
revenue fund of $1,420,000, and debt
service of $2,343,994. The tentative
budget has been submitted to the
Union County superintendent of
schools for approval.

Mr. Del Sordi said $1 million has
been cut from various line items
within the budget, and $1.2 million
was slashed from salaries/benefits,
which would include 25 staff posi-
tions. Mr. Del Sordi said that $1.2

million could be the equivalent to a
reduction of 25 teachers. This cut is in
addition to 10 non-teaching positions
including two administrators, four
district staffers and four secretaries.

Other cuts in the tentative budget,
he said, would be done in the areas of
maintenance repairs, supplies, equip-
ment, and, the largest amount, in ad-
ditional salary cuts.

“This was an unheard of, astound-
ing reduction with no warning,” said
board member Betty Anne Woerner
of the state aid cut. “It is unbelievable
that a $3.4-million reduction is
dropped in our lap days before it is
due to the county and up for the vote.”

“The process that we have to go
through is nothing short of moronic,”
said board member Don Parisi. “These
are weighty decisions we have to
make, and we will be thoughtful and
we will be levelheaded, as we always
are.”

Parents said their main concern was
class size. Mr. Whitehouse responded
that board members would like to
keep class sizes as low as possible.

The SP-F BOE will meet again on
Wednesday, March 31, for a regular
public meeting/public hearing on the
2010-2011 school budget, and the
board will vote to adopt the final
budget.

Also on Monday, the SP-F BOE
defeated a two-year teachers’ agree-
ment with the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Education Association (SPFEA) by a
4-4-1 vote. Voting against the con-
tract were Karen Kulikowski, Rob
O’Connor, Amy Winkler and Mr.
Whitehouse, with Ms. Woerner, David
Gorbunoff, Mr. Parisi and Nancy
Bauer voting in favor of the measure.
Warren McFall abstained.

The defeated proposal included a
3.9-percent salary increase in the first
year, and a 3.5-percent raise in the
second year. The contract would have
been retroactive from July 1, 2009,
and continuing to June 30, 2011.
Members would have had to pay $250
annually toward their healthcare pre-
miums.

The agreement also would have
eliminated Aetna HMO coverage as
an option. The SP-F BOE and the
SPFEA will go back to the negotia-
tion process where they will begin the
“super-conciliation” phase.

In discussions prior to the vote, Mr.
Parisi, a member of the Negotiations
Committee, said an agreement was
reached prior to the large aid cut.
“The salary agreed to was fair given
the environment at the time,” he said.

Mr. O’Connor said his children
have had many great young, untenured
teachers in the district and that he
could not “in good conscience” vote
in favor of the agreement because he
“might as well be the one passing out
pink slips.”

SPFEA President Dominick
Giordano said, “The governor cre-
ated this mess for the public schools
of New Jersey and a ‘no’ vote tonight,
on this agreement, would be a huge
setback, eroding two years of hard
work by the association and the
board.”

“The real painful part is that it
would punish the teachers, secretar-
ies and aides of the district for a
problem that we did not create,” Mr.
Giordano added.

SPFHS Baseball Player Parents
Question Condition of Field

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SP-F) Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Hayes said Mon-
day night that she met with Business
Administrator Anthony Del Sordi,
Assistant Principal of Athletics Rob
Harmer, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Principal David Heisey, Base-
ball Coach Tom Baylock and Direc-
tor of Building and Grounds Anthony
Miranda to discuss the timeline of the
baseball-field project and the com-
munication process that was taken.

SP-F Board of Education President
Trip Whitehouse had requested the
meeting after parents of baseball play-
ers voiced their concerns that the
project began too closely to the start
of the season and that they believed
athletic personnel were not properly
consulted by Mr. Del Sordi. The
project included digging up the in-
field and installing new drainage.

“Communication processes can al-
ways be improved,” said Superinten-
dent Hayes. She said that Mr. Miranda,
Mr. Baylock and Mr. Harmer did
speak during the process, but it was
delayed due to the recent snowstorm.
She said if necessary, early “home”
games could be played “away.”

At Thursday’s meeting, Mr. Del
Sordi said while the heavy rainfall last
week delayed the project, he expected

that the work would be completed by
the end of March, which was the origi-
nal anticipated completion timeline.

He said the project was able to start
this past January. Prior to that the
district had to go through a state pro-
cess before the work could com-
mence. The district was unable to
find where the problem with the field
was coming from at first.

Parent Doreen Binkiewicz said the
field is unplayable and that the boys
have no good place to practice. She
said that Mr. Del Sordi has not con-
tacted any athletic personnel regard-
ing the project and its timeline.

“We need a business administrator
who does not micromanage,” she said.
“I will be happy to serve as a search
member to find a new business ad-
ministrator.”

Mr. Del Sordi said Mr. Harmer had
been “involved since day one” of the
project.

Mr. Harmer called out from the
back of the room, stating that he
“couldn’t listen to this anymore.”

“I think we have a lack of commu-
nication, and I think that we’ve had a
lack of communication for many
years,” Mr. Harmer said. He said he
was not consulted about the project.

Also on Thursday, Supervisor of
Instruction and Technology Joan Mast
gave a technology update, which fo-
cused on the use of technology in the
curriculum and how it will be used in
the district moving forward to im-
prove teaching and learning, as part
of the district’s strategic plan.

Actions taken to move the plan
along included identifying and imple-

menting technology applications that
enrich the curriculum, providing
teachers with current technology to
foster professional collaboration and
providing multi-media carts for grades
3 to 5. The carts allow teachers to
utilize a range of resources, she said.
Each cart is shared by two teachers.

Giving more examples of the use of
technology in classrooms, Ms. Mast
said students used SKYPE to visit a
civil-rights activist in his Brooklyn resi-
dence and students made podcasts to
help their peers with mathematics.

“The instruction needs to drive the
technology we purchase,” she said of
the district’s 2010-2013 technology
plan. Stating there is a need for roles
and not individuals, she said, “We
can accomplish all the roles with the
current staff that we have.”

Mr. Whitehouse asked what the gap is
between teachers and students when it
comes to their knowledge of technology.

“Teachers certainly receive ideas from
students,” Ms. Mast said. “It reinforces
that we can learn from each other.”

During the public comment portion
of the meeting, Rona Goldberg of
Scotch Plains read a letter from her
brother-in-law, David Rien of Scotch
Plains. As a school bus driver who rides
through the town every day, Mr. Rien
wrote that he notices, “Some of these
large buses, which can accommodate
up to 54 students, are half full.”

Mr. Whitehouse said that this oc-
curs because state law requires all
students who take the bus to have a
seat, but there are days when some
students do not take the bus, and can
leave empty spots.

Jessica Jaskula  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BACK TO THE DRAWING BOARD...Members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Education Association  (SPFEA) attended Monday’s board of education meeting,
during which a new teachers’ contract was defeated by a 4-4-1 tally. The defeat
follows a $3.8-million or 84-percent cut in state aid in the school district.

Cooper Resident Seeks Help
In Runoff From Subdivision

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A Cooper
Road homeowner pleaded with the
planning board on Monday to pro-
vide him with assistance in dealing
with heavy stormwater runoff and
mud onto his property from an adja-
cent subdivision that the board had
given approval to two years ago.

“I desperately need help,” Cooper
Road resident Vincent DeLisi told
the board.

In April 2008, despite Mr. DeLisi’s
opposition, the board approved a ma-
jor subdivision application allowing
Anthony D’Amore to subdivide the
rear portions of adjoining properties at
1240 and 1250 Cooper Road and con-
vert those rear lots into two conform-
ing lots that would front on an exten-
sion of the Eton Row cul-de-sac.

Mr. D’Amore is presently building
a large house on one of the two new
lots that abuts the rear of the DeLisi
property.

Mr. DeLisi had sent two letters to
the board in January and February
complaining about excessive mud and
silt runoff from the construction site
onto his property. He also said that Mr.
D’Amore’s removal of trees and veg-
etation had “radically altered the ex-
isting terrain” and questioned whether
or not township zoning and other offi-
cials should have been more alert to
these and other problems as the con-
struction project moved forward.

Prior to Monday’s meeting, Mr.
DeLisi showed a reporter a large glass
jar filled with dark brown muddy
water he had collected from the run-
off. He told the board that his back-
yard had been turned to mud from the
runoff. Mr. DeLisi said the Somerset
Union Soil Conservation District has
failed to enforce regulations regard-
ing soil erosion and the limiting of
stormwater runoff.

“There has got to be some way”
that the board can enforce the terms
of its April 2008 approval of Mr.
D’Amore’s application, Mr. DeLisi
said, and “force Mr. D’Amore to the
table” to better comply with regula-

tions and the board’s resolution of
approval. Mr. DeLisi said a detention
system installed on the D’Amore
property is not operating properly
because it is situated too high.

He distributed to board members
photographs of his property and the
D’Amore construction site. Saying
that Mr. D’Amore had not been help-
ful in addressing his concerns, Mr.
DeLisi asked that someone from some
level of government “shut the project
down” until those issues are resolved.

While the board reviews Mr.
DeLisi’s photographs and two let-
ters, board member Joseph Doyle
suggested to Mr. DeLisi that he con-
tact the stormwater management di-
vision in the state Department of En-
vironmental Protection for assistance.

In other business, the board granted
final site plan approval to Beam Reach
Properties for its lot at the corner of
Plainfield Avenue and Waldheim Av-
enue. The lot will be used to store
equipment and supplies for the Scape-
abilities landscaping firm. Up to eight
concrete block storage bins will be
erected to hold mulch, gravel, sand
and other materials used in the land-
scaping business. Company owner
Stephen Costalos told the board that
his company vehicles will also be
parked there during off hours.

The planning board in May is ex-
pected to open hearings on an appli-
cation by Temple Sholom for ap-
proval of its plan to construct a new
house of worship at 1925 Lake Av-
enue. Based in Plainfield until 2003,
the congregation has been using the
facilities at the Fanwood Presbyte-
rian Church on Martine Avenue. It
purchased the five-acre Lake Avenue
property, which is situated in a resi-
dential neighborhood, in 2007.

Governor Christie Urges BOEs and Teacher Unions to Freeze Salaries (page 4)
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David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DUG OUT...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School baseball field, plagued with
drainage problems, is undergoing extensive repairs and may delay its use for the
season.
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