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WF Student Performs
In Vagina Monologues
WESTFIELD – Kristen Caruana, a

freshman at Connecticut College, per-
formed in the college’s production of
The Vagina Monologues, the popular
international play that celebrates the
sexuality and strength of women.

Kristen, a 2009 graduate of Mount
Saint Mary Academy, is the daughter of
Sal and Darleen Caruana of Westfield.

This is the seventh consecutive year
Connecticut College students have per-
formed the play to raise money for
charity.

This year, students donated proceeds
from the performance to the Women’s
Center of Southeastern Connecticut and
the Connecticut College’s Women’s
Center. Portions of the proceeds also
went toward stopping sexual violence
against women and girls from the East-
ern Democratic Republic of the Congo.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 and ½ popcorns

Improper English or not, Alice’s es-
timation of her escapade being
“curiouser and curiouser” might also
apply to the uneasiness which perme-
ates director Tim Burton’s variation of
Lewis Carroll’s “Alice’s Adventures in
Wonderland.” All the king’s horses and
all the king’s men, artistically speak-
ing, couldn’t satisfyingly reconstruct
the classic.

Maybe it’s a matter of the obvious
being too obvious. You would think the
existentially gifted Burton is our realm’s
best choice to convey the signature liter-
ary nonsense Mr. Carroll so enigmati-
cally purveyed. But then one might fail
to note that the original work is so iconic
in its uniqueness that it makes small
anything but a literal interpretation.

Granted, while etching his Alice in
Wonderland from the Victorian author’s
“Alice” books via an adaptation by
screenwriter Linda Woolverton, Bur-
ton imparts much less of his imprint
than usual. But while doubtless a re-
spectful nod to the hallowed material, it
points out his tragic dilemma. Compro-
mise is hardly as tolerated in art as it is
in politics.

Hence the only creative option left
for the filmmaker is special effects,
taken here to the third power through
the razzamatazz of 3-D. Everybody’s
doing it, you know, whether it benefits
the effort or not. And indeed there’s a lot
to be said for the occasionally witty
eyeful the resurgent craze offers. In this
case, it’s a new reason to hum the
scenery.

Maybe the process is only a fad, like
sound or color. Which is all well and
good if you’ve come to the movie house
to see butterflies flit right before your
nose. However, the film, matched to a
narrative hard-pressed to get every-
thing told in a period of time that will
suit a PG audience of ever-decreasing
attention span, is equal parts novelty
and distraction.

Happily, the fantastical portrayals
are less difficult to discern from the
muddling firmament. Johnny Depp is a
pip as the Mad Hatter, realized in a high
relief that philosophically matches his
wild visual impact. Save that he’s an
agent of insurrection, the real delight is
in not knowing exactly what he is.

Projecting her equally outrageous
persona from behind makeup and gosh
knows what other filmic magic is Hel-
ena Bonham Carter as the villainous
Red Queen, bulbous head and all. Do-
ing her bidding, Crispin Glover does a
good Basil Rathbone as the Knave of
Hearts. And Anne Hathaway is appro-
priately angelic and gossamer as the
White Queen.

Managing to keep a semblance of
sanity while challenged by the reverie-
inspired land at the bottom of the rabbit
hole, Mia Wasikowska is just about
everything we expect of an Alice. Brit-
ish and upper crust, but too smart to be
swayed by convention for convention’s
sake, her adventure begins when she is
expected to marry Mr. So Totally
Wrong.

Alice in Wonderland:
Goes Tourist Class

But while conveniently slipping
down into the world of white rabbits,
blue caterpillars and the other fanci-
ful denizens who inhabit the recur-
ring dream, her stay is somewhat
longer this go-round, or so it seems.
Years ago, prior to her Dad’s passing,
she described it to him, explaining
that time was quite a different thing in
these mysterious journeys.

Whether or not Charles Lutwidge
Dodgson, the mathematics professor at
Oxford University better known as
Lewis Carroll, was on to the theory of
relativity or merely prepping us for the
psychedelic ’60’s, there’s no denying
the radical sentiment. With the Indus-
trial Revolution in motion, social up-
heaval and new ideas were imminent.

Thus Alice, put upon to wed a dumpy
nobleman of society’s choice, not only
escapes said fate, but becomes a catalyst
of change in her brave new world. To
accommodate the trip, Carroll spins new
mores and folkways at every turn. And if
the chemists can invent new ways to
crack coal for its energy, well, then he
can add a word or two to the lexicon.

Pity is, you can almost see the seams
between the storyboards as the film
conservatively moves its revolutionary
message from scene to scene. It lags.
But maybe not for its target audience.
Going on the theory that children pos-
sess natural hallucinogens until which
time they fill out a W-4 form, one must
not underestimate what they may or
may not dig.

Although the rows of urchins I saw it
with took a while to settle in, ultimately
they were drawn into the one-two punch
of rebellion and 3-D. Still, parents should
heed the PG rating. While the violence
isn’t why I cried to go home, kids under
10 are likely to find that, even if served
by a great Mad Hatter, Alice in Wonder-
land isn’t their cup of tea.

* * *
Alice in Wonderland, rated PG, is a

Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures
release directed by Tim Burton and
stars Johnny Depp, Helena Bonham
Carter and Mia Wasikowska. Running
time: 108 minutes.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CAUGHT IN THE ACT…Inspector Hubbard (Dickson Lane) calls in his suspi-
cions to Scotland Yard headquarters while Tony Wendice (A.J. Liana), center,
catches his wife Margot (Alexandra Drori) in the arms of her lover Max Halliday
(Brian Remo) in Westfield Community Players’ production of Dial ‘M’ for
Murder. The Frederick Knott thriller that was made into an Alfred Hitchcock
movie starring Ray Milland, Robert Cummings and Grace Kelly, continues
weekends through Saturday, March 27. For tickets, call (908) 232-1221.

Knott’s Thriller ‘Dial M’
Continues at WF Theatre

WESTFIELD – Westfield Com-
munity Players (WCP) continues the
2009-2010 season with Frederick
Knott’s thriller Dial M for Murder.
The show continues Friday and Sat-
urday evenings, March 20, 26 and
27, at 8.p.m.

This thriller presents A.J. Liana as
Tony Wendice, who has married
Margot (Alexandra Drori) for her
money and now plans to murder her
for the same reason. As the arranged
murder takes place, Margot survives
by killing the murderer.

As Tony seizes the opportunity to
twist the story and get his wife con-
victed for killing the hired killer, a
suspicious Scotland Yard team, led
by Dickson Lane as Inspector
Hubbard and Ken Ludmer of
Westfield as Captain Lesgate, inves-
tigates.

The 24-hour ticket tape can be
reached at (908) 232-1221, and all
reserved seating is $20. The theater is
located at 1000 North Avenue West.
To learn more, visit
westfieldcommunityplayers.org.

Oratorio Singers to Celebrate
30th Anniversary with Gala

WESTFIELD – The Oratorio Sing-
ers of Westfield, under the baton of
Trent Johnson, will celebrate 30
years of significant choral works per-
formances with soloists and orches-
tra at 3 p.m. on Sunday, March 21, in
the sanctuary of the First United
Methodist Church, located at 1 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

The program will feature the
première of Mr. Johnson’s Concert
Overture, J. S. Bach’s Easter
Oratorium, BWV 249, the première
of a newly commissioned work for
the occasion – Prayer and Litany for
the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi
by Philip R. Dietterich – and G. F.
Handel’s Coronation Anthems.

Soloists will include soprano
Rachel Rosales, mezzo Patrizia
Conte, tenor Frederick Urrey and
baritone Patrick Blackwell. Orato-
rio welcomes Rev. Dietterich, who
will return this year and share the
podium with Mr. Johnson as he di-
rects his special commemorative
prayer and litany.

It was on March 1, 1970, that Rev.
Dietterich, then-minister of music at
Westfield’s First United Methodist
Church, conducted a performance to
a sellout audience of the newly dis-
covered Foundling Hospital version
of G. F. Handel’s complete Messiah.

The concert, having been a suc-
cess, provided Rev. Dietterich with
the necessary drive to, 10 years later,
establish a permanent concert cho-
rus that would yearly perform orato-
rios and major works of great com-
posers. The chorus would become
known as the Oratorio Singers.

The first presentations were
smaller works of J. S. Bach followed
in 1982 with a full performance of
Bach’s Weihnachts-Oratorium. Fol-
lowing years would bring Bach’s
giant St. Matthew and St. John Pas-
sions, along with music of many
other great and famous composers.

Rev. Dietterich conducted the Ora-
torio Singers until his retirement in
1994 after which Trent Johnson took
over the directing duties.

This year’s festive music is fit for
a choral celebration to Westfield and
surrounding communities.  Mr.
Johnson’s Celebration Overture is a
brief, energetic, overture that sets
the mood for celebration with its
trumpet fanfares, ringing bells, and
vivacity.

General admission for this perfor-
mance is $20, $15 for seniors and
students. For more information, call
the Methodist Church office at (908)
233-4211 daily from 9 a.m. to 3:30
p.m.

Jr. Musical Club Performs
Ensemble Concert, Mar. 20

THE ENSEMBLE…Junior Musical Club members perform Saturday, March
20, at 7 p.m. Pictured, front row, left to right, are: Brenda Li, Belle Lin and Mary
Lamberti; at the piano: Amanda Chen and Joanne Li; top, left to right, are: Sue
Xiao, Ben Chen, Maria Niemiera, Debbie Wu, Marissa Berlant, David Mandala,
Maxim Kachalov, Anna Dugan, Chloe Baron, Yixiao Wang, Rachel Baron, Kevin
Madison, Alex Goldschmidt and Jenny Amador.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Jun-
ior Music Club will present its annual
Ensemble Concert on Saturday, March
20, at 7 p.m. in the First Baptist Church,
located at 170 Elm Street in Westfield.
Club members in eighth grade and high
school from the local area will play
together in duets and trios.

The public is welcome to attend the
concert free of charge. Refreshments
will be served at a reception following
the performance.

During the evening, the audience
will hear Debora Wu, clarinet, Yixiao
Wang, flute, and Sue Xiao, piano, play
Rêverie Russe by Ernest Cavallini;
Joanne Li and Belle Lin, violins, Yixiao
Wang and Sue Xiao play Suite en trio
by Mel Bonis; Anna Dugan, soprano,
Deborah Wu, and Maria Niemiera, pi-
ano, present The Shepherd on the Rock
by Franz Schubert; Brenda Li, violin,
Bernard Lin, viola, Eddie Chang, pi-
ano, play Presto from Sinfonia
Concertante in E-Flat Major by
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart; Marissa
Berlant, Maxim Kachalov and David
Mandala, on one piano, play Carmen

Overture originally written by Georges
Bizet and arranged for piano by Arnoldo
Sartorio; Ben Chang and Edward
Chang, both on piano, present Hungar-
ian Dance No. 4 in F minor by Johannes
Brahms; Amanda Chen and Ben Chen,
violins, present the Rondo from Duetto
I by Ludwig Spohr; Jenny Amador and
Mary Lamberti, piano, play Waltz in F
Major by Anton Arensky; Jenny
Amador, cello, and Kevin Madison,
piano, play the Allegro from Sonata in
C Major by Jean-Baptiste Breval; Kevin
Shi and Bernard Lin, piano, perform
Allegro maestoso from Concerto No. 2
in F Minor by Frédéric Chopin; Mary
Lamberti and Evey Le, piano, perform
Third Street Rhumba by Clifford Shaw,
and Kelly Sullivan and Anna Dugan,
sopranos, sing “Sull’aria” from The
Marriage of Figaro by Mozart accom-
panied by Kevin Madison on piano.

‘Conscience’ Adds Touch
Of Comedy to Series

WESTFIELD – The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series continues
its 10th season by presenting two
musical entertainers, Christine Lavin
and Don White, this Saturday, March
20, at the First United Methodist
Church, located at 1 East Broad Street
(corner of North Avenue) in Westfield.
The concert will benefit the Plainfield
Chapter of Habitat for Humanity.

Ms. Lavin’s material covers every-
thing from relationships (“What Was
I Thinking?”) to life’s injustices (“At-
tractive Stupid People”). Mr. White
comes from the world of stand-up.
His funny and often touching songs,
such as “How to Get Your Kids to
Leave Home,” go straight to the heart.

“When Don and I work together,
it’s a very powerful one-two punch
that leaves audiences gasping for air
(from all the laughter), and reaching
for tissues from the unexpected seri-
ous songs,” Ms. Lavin said.

Doors will open at 7:15 p.m., and
the concert begins at 8 p.m. Admis-
sion is $23 online and $27 at the door.

Advance purchase of tickets is rec-
ommended by going to
lavinwhite.eventbrite.com. To learn
more, call (908) 412-9105 or e-mail
ahrre@ahrre.com.

High School Musical 2
Arrives at Mother Seton

CLARK – Students at Mother Se-
ton Regional High School, in Clark,
will perform in High School Musical
2 at 7:30 p.m. on Friday and Saturday
evenings, March 26 and March 27. A
matinee performance is scheduled for
Sunday, March 28, at 2 p.m.

All performances will be held in
the school auditorium. The play is
under the direction of Peggy Hak,
and Sister Theo Furniss serves as
play coordinator.

Locally, Joseph Ventura of
Westfield is appearing as Troy, and
Hannah Clark of Scotch Plains will
portray Sharpay. Catherine Serzan of
Westfield is one of the “Sharpettes.”

Maddie Holt of Fanwood serves as
a stage manager. Cristina Venture of
Westfield handles sound production.

Tickets may be purchased at the
school from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
and will be available at the door for
each performance unless otherwise
sold out. To learn more, call (732)
382-1952.

Visa & Mastercard Accepted

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

CLASSIC
CONSTRUCTION

Expert Craftsmanship

908 233 6161
WESTFIELD, NJ

Call Ian for a free estimate
www.classicconstructionservice.com

  Custom Renovations

           Additions, Kitchens & Bathrooms

Glenn Airel Carpentry
25 years Experience

Major Credit Cards Accepted

Licensed & Insured

732-259-8776

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

908-232-1937

  

Custom Remodeling 
& Home Repair 

QQuality Work   
 

 
 
 Reasonable Rates 

 
www.JoeGuarraci.com 

 

908-930-8059 
Licensed & Insured        NJ#13VH03794700

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

908-686-0930

HeHeating & Air Conditioning

Call about the New Jersey Clean
Energy Program 50% rebates on

HVAC replacements

Coronation Mechanical

Installation - Replacement - Service

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

Goods & Services You NeedSingle Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $475

email PDF Ad file to:
sales@goleader.com

 Lic# 13VH03942000 • Free Designs & Consultation

Kelly Carpentry llC
COMPLETE INTERIOR RENOVATIONS

** Best Rates In Town **

908-209-0104 • brogankelly@comcast.net

Kitchens & Baths – New & Restored

Custom Built-ins, Trim, Flooring

Finished Basements & Repairs

5 Year Labor Guarantee On All Trades

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Asphalt Driveways
Concrete Walks & Patios

Specializing in:
Interlocking Paving Stones,

Walkways, Patios &
Retaining Walls

40 Years Experience
Free Estimates    Fully Insured

908-561-6452

DOUGHERTY PAVING

* Over 25 Years Experience *

908-756-8345  (Office)
Driveway Sealcoating

Landscaping Design

Mason Work

Steps • Patios • Brick • Pavers

Basement Waterproofing
10% off any job.  Offer expires 4/30/10

Angelo’s Masonry, LLC

NJ Lic# 13VH02812700                    Fully Insured


