
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, March 18, 2010 Page 3

Celebrating 20 Years of Dentistry in Westfield
                     Thomas C. Streko D.M.D.

For over 20 years Dr. Streko has been creating beautiful smiles
at our Westfield location. We would like to extend a heartfelt
thank you to our loyal patients and a welcome to new 
patients by offering:

� 50% off In office whitening
� $500 off Invisalign treatment
� $67 New Patient Exam 

(includes exam, x-rays, & photos a $270 value)

• For the first 20 to make an appointment your name
will be entered in a drawing to win a FREE I-Pod!!

Call us today at (908)654-0095
Dr. Thomas C. Streko  169 Mountain Ave.  Westfield, NJ 07090

www.drstreko.com

Why Buy Prime?
At John’s Meat Market

Prime is the best quality you can buy...1. NOT CHOICE.
All our meat is cut in front of2. YOU, trimmed to YOUR specifications, the way YOU want it!
Delivered3. FRESH from the West... NOT pre-packaged.
Our ground beef is ground fresh while4. YOU wait to guarantee freshness.
Free range organic poultry.5.

• All of our meats are USDA Prime, Grain fed, meaning
that they are not fed by-products, antibiotics or hormones.

• We hand pick all the meat that we sell, as we have since 1939.
If it is not up to John’s standards, it does not come into the store.

• We are a family-oriented store. We’ll treat you like “Our Family.”
THAT’S A PROMISE!

OUR EXPERIENCED STAFF:
Vin, Nick and Vincent Jr. Losavio • Charlie from J& M Market

Robert from O’Connors Meat Market • Stan from Joseph’s Meat Market
Paul from Balducci’s Market in NYC

OUR 71ST YEAR

389 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ

908-322-7126
www.johnsmarket.com

This Is Westfield 201038th Annual Edition
Coming in May – Make your advertising reservations now – (908) 232-4407 – sales@goleader.com – Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

A must for businesses and organizations in the region.

We Need Healthcare Reform
That Gives Control Back to You

By David Larsen
Republican Candidate for Congress

There’s no doubt about it – our
country’s healthcare system is in des-
perate need of reform. But how we go
about those reforms makes all the
difference. Each individual should be
in control of their healthcare, not the
government. Government mandating
that all Americans buy health insur-
ance is just another government take-
over. We’ve seen how poorly the gov-
ernment runs large companies. Surely
we don’t want to let government bu-
reaucrats make more decisions about
our personal healthcare.

Forcing people to buy health insur-
ance, either individually or through
an employer mandate, could require
nearly 100 million Americans to
switch to a more expensive health
plan. In addition, this would violate
President Obama’s pledge to allow
people to keep their current health
insurance. Rather than forcing people
to buy health insurance, Congress
should make it more affordable by
creating inter-state commerce laws
that allow people to choose their own
plan from any state in the Union in-
stead of just from the state they live
in. Breaking up state monopolies on
health insurance would increase com-
petition among health plans and pro-
vide more options for individuals. It
would also increase access to cover-
age for people currently uninsured,
without imposing new taxes or gov-
ernment subsidies.

Also, there are weighty regulations
on providers that increase healthcare
costs because most providers need to
obtain licenses from every state in
which they practice. If one state rec-
ognized the licensing of physicians
and clinicians from another state, this
would benefit the consumer. Getting
rid of licensing monopolies would
provide a greater array of options to
consumers by allowing greater com-
petition among providers. Right now
the consumers’ options are limited
because states can hold those options
at bay with licensing regulations.

Another major change that would
greatly help individuals and families
is to allow portability in the purchase
of healthcare. One of the problems
with the current system is that if you
lose your job, you lose your healthcare.
With companies paying less and less
of their employees’ healthcare tab due
to skyrocketing costs, we need to give
control of healthcare back to employ-
ees and individuals. Congress can do

this by reforming the tax treatment of
healthcare using large health savings
accounts. These health savings ac-
counts would reduce the number of
uninsured Americans and free work-
ers to buy health coverage from any
source, not just the increasingly lim-
ited options that many employers are
forced to offer these days. Putting
people in charge of their own healthcare
dollars would help eliminate wasteful
spending as they see exactly what their
money is paying for.

Healthcare is a personal issue to be
decided between individuals and their
doctors. We all know how inefficient
and wasteful Washington can be, so
let’s not naively think “big govern-
ment” can successfully administer
healthcare, which is one-sixth of our
economy. The current system needs
reform, but it needs reform that gives
more, not less control to you, the
individual. This is another reason why
I want to represent your concerns in
Congress. I will make sure you gain
control over issues important to you
and your family. For more, go to
davidlarsenforcongress.com.

WILD PHOTOS…The Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders is looking for
amateur photographers, ages six to adult, to take part in the Wildlife Photography
Contest as part of Trailside Nature and Science Center’s 20th annual Wildlife
Sunday event. The deadline is April 9. Prizes will be awarded.

New Birth Certificate Needed for
NewJerseyans Born in Puerto Rico

Budget Hearings
ELIZABETH -- The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders Fiscal
Affairs Committee will hold meetings
today, March 18, from 4 to 7 p.m.,
Wednesday, March 24, from 5 to 7
p.m.  and Thursday, March 25, from 4
to 7 p.m. to review the proposed $469-
million executive budget and accom-
panying $276 million tax levy.

Agenda and regular meetings will be
held following the budget meetings.

STATE — Beginning July 1, New
Jersey residents born in Puerto Rico will
have to obtain a new certified copy of their
birth certificate under a new law passed
by the government of Puerto Rico.

The new law was based on collabo-
ration with the U.S. Department of
State and the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security to address the
fraudulent use of Puerto Rico-issued
birth certificates to unlawfully obtain
U.S. passports, Social Security ben-
efits and other federal services.

New Jersey residents born in Puerto
Rico need to contact the Office of
Vital Statistics in Puerto Rico to ob-
tain a new, certified copy of their
birth certificate. Individuals should
contact the government of Puerto Rico
at salud.gov.pr or call (787) 767-9120.
For additional information, individu-
als can also contact prfaa.com/
birthcertificates for information on
how to obtain a copy of their certified
birth certificate.

Joseph Komosinski, state registrar
of Vital Records, stressed that only
those individuals who need to obtain
a certified copy of their birth certifi-
cate for immediate official business
such as obtaining a passport need to
request a new birth certificate right
away. “People who want to obtain a
copy for their records are encouraged
to apply at a later date,” he said.

The law that passed in Puerto Rico
in December will invalidate all exist-

ing certified copies of birth certifi-
cates issued in Puerto Rico.Red Cross to Hold

Fundraiser in Garwood
GARWOOD –  In honor of the Tri-

County Red Cross disaster relief ef-
forts during Hurricane Katrina, the
chapter is holding a “Fais do-do”
Awards Fundraiser at the Westwood,
438 North Avenue, Garwood, on Sat-
urday, May 8, from 7 to 11 p.m.

A Fais do-do is a Cajun party, and
the term originated from New Or-
leans. Marshall’s Dixieland Band
will provide live music and guests
will have the opportunity to mean-
der through a French Quarter Silent
Auction.

The event will honor local Red
Cross donors, volunteers and sup-
porters. This year’s honorees are As-
semblyman Joseph Cryan (LD-20,
Union), Disaster Action Team Leader
Terri Esposito, Freeholder Al
Mirabella, and Steven Brower of the
Kean University Design Studio.

All funds raised from the
fundraiser will benefit the Tri-County
Red Cross, which covers 22 commu-
nities in Union, Somerset and
Middlesex counties.

For  more information, visit
tricountyredcross.org/gala or contact
Corinna Krauskopf at (908) 756-6414,
extension no. 20, or
krauskopfc@usa.redcross.org.

82 Elm Street • Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 232-3680

Email: RandalsShoes@aol.com

Flooded Basements, Roads
Reported From Storm

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA — This weekend’s storm,
which dumped over five inches of
rain in Union County, kept local emer-
gency crews busy pumping basements
and removing tree limbs from road-
ways and homes.

Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly said
compared to storm damage around the
state Westfield was not hit that hard.

“I think we came through it pretty
well,” Chief Kelly said.

He said sporadic power outages
were reported town-wide, impacting
about a dozen homes. Firefighters
pumped out 126 basements of private
homes between Saturday and Mon-
day mornings.

Downed trees damaged a home in
the 800-block of Shadowlawn Drive
and two homes in the 800 block of
North Avenue, West. He said the
Westfield Municipal Building expe-
rienced basement flooding, while
flooding also occurred at the North
and Central Avenue firehouses in the
radio communications area and liv-
ing quarters, respectively.

St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
experienced flooding, as did parts of
Lamberts Mill Road near Scotch
Plains’ Shackamaxon Golf and Coun-
try Club, which was also flooded, as
were sections of Boynton Avenue and
Vernon Place, Chief Kelly said.

Mountainside Fire Chief Neil Wil-
liams said his department responded
to over 50 calls for flooded base-
ments. The department also assisted
with a downed tree in the 1100 block
of Puddingstone Road. The tree, he

said, “wiped out the entire block” by
taking down power lines. Some 50 to
60 homes lost power due to this one
tree alone, he said.

“So, we were pretty busy,” Chief
Williams said.

The department also was called for
mutual aid into Roselle to assist at its
headquarters while Roselle’s
firefighters were fighting “a huge
structure fire.”

Scotch Plains Fire Chief Jonathan
Ellis said firefighters pumped out 84
flooded basements ranging from six
inches of water to levels up to the
first floor. In addition, three homes
in town were  hit by lightning, dam-
aging electrical systems during a hail
storm that passed through the area
on Sunday.

“Probably the the worst [flooding]
was on Farley Avenue,” Chief Ellis
said.

Scotch Plains Detective Lieutenant
Brian Donnelly said the township did
not experience any major power out-
ages, although half a dozen roads were
closed due to flooding and downed
trees during the height of the storm.

“We did alright,” he said, although
neighboring Edison had extensive
flooding and reported a storm-related
death on Raritan Road.

Lieutenant Donnelly said Route 22
at Glenside Road was closed over-
night from Saturday into Sunday due
to flooding, causing police to divert
traffic onto local roads. West Broad
Street and Mountain Avenue were also
closed at times during the storm, which
began Friday night and continued into
Sunday.


