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Christie’s Hands Tied on 7 Percent
Hike Given to State Workers
Governor Chris Christie has said

he must follow a 7 percent pay hike
former Governor Jon Corzine gave
unionized state workers last year in
the upcoming fiscal year and Mr.
Corzine’s agreement bars the new
governor from ordering layoffs be-
fore January, the Star-Ledger re-
ported. Under the deal, a pay raise
would kick in if Governor Christie
orders layoffs.

“If I could stop it, I would, except
the previous governor tied my hands.
I cannot lay off one state worker; I
cannot furlough a state worker until
January of 2011. That was a great
election-year deal he made for us. It
is an exquisite pair of handcuffs he
put on his successor, but I guess he
didn’t think he was going to have a
successor,” Governor Christie stated.

Two, 3.5-percent wage increases
will take effect in July and January.

Wash. D.C. Metro Hires Ex-NJ
Transit Chief as Interim Mgr.
The Washington Metropolitan Area

Transit Authority’s (Metro) Board of
Directors has appointed former NJ
Transit Chief Richard Sarles to be-
come its interim general manager for
the next six to 12 months, replacing
John Catoe who is resigning effective
April 2, according to the Associated
Press. Mr. Sarles headed NJ Transit
from 2007 until January.

According to its website, Metro is
facing a $189.2-million shortfall in
its Fiscal Year 2011 operating budget,
“due mostly to increased expenses
and losses in revenue from lower than
expected ridership.”

Senate Considers Bill to Cut
State’s Fleet of Vehicles

The state Senate is considering a
bill that would reduce the number of

vehicles used to conduct state busi-
ness, according to the Associated
Press. The plan would save $28 mil-
lion over five years with another $2.2
million per year generated from the
sale of the vehicles, reducing the
state’s fleet to 1,500.

The bill is currently before the state
Senate Government Committee.
Manzo Alleges Corruption Arrests

Were Done to Elect Christie
Former state Assemblyman Louis

Manzo of Hudson County, a defen-
dant in New Jersey’s largest corrup-
tion probe, has charged that the inves-
tigation and subsequent arrests of 44
persons on corruption charges last
July were engineered by then-U.S.
Attorney Chris Christie to win him
the governor’s office.

Mr. Manzo said prosecutors were
contributing to Mr. Christie’s cam-
paign coffers and were receiving
job-promises. Mr. Manzo alleged
staffers continued to inform Mr.
Christie of developments after he
had stepped down as U.S. attorney.

Mr. Manzo has pleaded not guilty to
charges of conspiracy to commit extortion.

Gov. Christie Urges
Agreement on WTC Site

Governor Chris Christie said the
Port Authority (PA) of New York and
New Jersey needs to move forward
with a counter proposal for the World
Trade Center Site.

“We simply cannot delay any longer
on the World Trade Center site,” the
governor said. “ Now is the time for
all interested parties to quickly and
responsibly finalize an agreement that
both protects the memories of those
we lost and the overstretched taxpay-
ers of New York and New Jersey. This
is a good first step we must all quickly
build upon so we can come to a timely
and meaningful conclusion.”

Hosford Cites Lance’s
‘Centrist’ Position on Issues

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — What started out
as videotaping local Tea Party events
has turned into a candidacy for Con-
gress for Alexandria, Hunterdon
County resident Lon Hosford.

Members in the Tea Party move-
ment asked Mr. Hosford to run and
eventually he opted to take the plunge.

“We realized that there is a move-
ment going on to replace who’s in
Congress with people who do not
have a political history which he (Rep.
Leonard Lance) has,” said Mr.
Hosford. He explained that Rep.
Lance (R-7) is looking more at “po-
litical opportunities down the road”
in his re-election bid, while Mr.
Hosford eyes this opportunity as a
“diversion…to go down there and do
what I can do for a couple of years.”

“I don’t look at this as a career. I
look at this as a series of iterations,”
Mr. Hosford said.

He said the Tea Party movement’s
goal is to “reset the Congress to what
it was designed in the Constitution…a
lean, mean fighting machine.”

Discussing his decision to become
a candidate for Congress, Mr. Hosford
said, “There was a lot discussion over
the centrist position of Leonard Lance
in a lot of the Tea Party movements.”

He said the group visited the Con-
gressman after he was one of a few
Republicans to support the cap-and-
trade climate control bill. “He lost
trust (of conservatives) when he voted
for the cap-and-trade. And when you
lose trust it is very hard to get it back,”
Mr. Hosford said. “He’s become a
maintenance item…for conservatives.
So, there was a thought that it would
be better to run as a conservative,”
Mr. Hosford said. “He didn’t vote for
[the] healthcare [bill] because we vis-
ited him enough times.”

“My personal belief is that he would
have found something in that health
bill that he could of reached over and
grabbed in order to get some sort of
record to move forward,” the candi-
date noted. He referred to the Demo-
crat majority bill as “more of a politi-
cal bill.” He said the legislation fea-
tures “10 years of taxes for six years
of actual costs.”

The candidate said he supports us-
ing the Interstate Commerce clause
of the Constitution to attract more
competition in the health insurance
industry and tort reform to reduce
malpractice insurance costs on doc-
tors. Mr. Hosford supports moving
healthcare insurance to cover “the
catastrophic areas.” He said the
healthcare legislation should be de-

cided by states, not the federal gov-
ernment.

“And then you have to negotiate
things (such as colonoscopies if not
covered by health insurance plans),”
Mr. Hosford explained, noting that
the use of generics instead of name-
brand prescriptions can reduce out-
of-pocket costs. “Government has to
be pulled out of the health system
because it is driving costs up.” The
candidate also opposes mandates on
insurance companies.

Regarding Mr. Lance’s comments
that he supported cap-and-trade be-
cause the nuclear industry would get
tax credits, which would benefit New
Jersey, Mr. Hosford argued, “There
are studies out to say New Jerseyans
would pay a higher tax rate.”

In terms of immigration, Mr.
Hosford said the nation needs “to
protect our borders” and remove ille-
gal immigrants from eligibility for
federal funding. “That will reduce
the incentives to come here,” he said.
Mr. Hosford also said the govern-
ment needs to start enforcing laws
dealing with [the] harboring or hiring
of illegal immigrants.

On earmarks, Mr. Hosford said,
“New Jersey is a donor state” because
it sends more federal tax dollars to
Washington than it receives back. “So,
the money (federal dollars for New
Jersey projects) that came back cost
more than we sent down,” he said.

“Our (Tea Partiers) goal is to get
the government out of the process of
redistributing money throughout the
United States,” he said. “New Jersey
should be one of the leading states in
the nation in being able to accom-
plish things on their own. And they
shouldn’t be waiting for the federal
government to help them.”

Mr. Hosford labeled the Obama
Administration’s policies in Iraq and
Afghanistan as “non functional,” say-
ing the policies are “not moving us
forward and they are not moving us
out” and that America is losing its
identity as a “nation of freedom.”

Commenting on his quest for the
GOP’s organization ballot line, Mr.
Hosford said, “If they (GOP) want to
take another chance at it than they can
go that way (with Mr. Lance). If they
want to bring somebody fresh in who
identifies with the people no matter
who they are – Republican, Indepen-
dent or Democrat – than they should
at least take a look at me.”

Also challenging Mr, Lance are
David Larsen of Oldwick and Bruce
Baker of Westfield. Democrat Ed
Potosnak of North Plainfield is unop-
posed in his party’s Primary.

Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader
LAUNCHING...Lon Hosford discusses his Congressional bid for the Republican
nomination for the 7th District seat currently held by freshman Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) with Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times Assignment Editor Paul Peyton.

Political Peek of The Week
by Paul Peyton

BOE Unveils $8.6-Million
‘Preliminary’ Budget

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — The borough’s
board of education (BOE) unveiled a
preliminary $8.6-million 2010-2011
budget Tuesday night. The budget is
not final due to Governor Chris
Christie’s Tuesday budget address.
The spending plan will likely change
due to the districts getting their pre-
cise state-aid figures today after press
time.

The current budget figures pro-
jected a 10-percent cut in state aid
over the 2009-2010 school year and
an approximately $300,000 reduc-
tion in the operating budget.

Finance Committee Chairwoman
Susan Groning said the current bud-
get represents a tax increase of $139
for a home assessed at $100,000. She
stressed that the current budget is “all
tentative,” adding that her committee
will meet again tomorrow, March 19,
to revise the figures based on actual
state-aid numbers. The budget is due
to the executive county superinten-
dent on Monday.

The current budget also assumes
that Washington School will remain
open, and, despite previous discus-
sions, a ballot question on whether or
not to close the school is not likely to
appear on this year’s ballot.

In order to save money, the district
is eliminating a capital projects bud-
get for the 2010-2011 school year.
According to Board Administrator
William Muzzio, there is still ap-
proximately $250,000 left in the capi-
tal reserve account, but no new funds
will be added. Last year’s capital bud-
get totaled over $400,000.

The budget shows an increase of
nearly $50,000 in employee health
benefits and over $100,000 in sala-
ries, both of which are locked in dur-
ing contract negotiations with the
teachers’ union. While the BOE rati-
fied a new three-year contract with
the union last year, giving members
raises of 4.5, 4.3, and 4.3 percent,
respectively, the school board has
asked the Garwood Education Asso-
ciation to reopen negotiations to ad-
dress the rising cost of health ben-
efits. The contract ends June 30, 2011.

A public hearing on the budget will
be held Thursday, April 1, at 6:30
p.m. in the Lincoln School cafeteria.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, Patricia Puentes,
whose youngest child will enter kin-
dergarten next year, asked about the
kindergarten class curriculum. She
raised concerns over rest time and
“movie Fridays,” stating that first
grade teachers and parents said that
children coming into first grade were
not up to par “academically.”

Superintendent of Schools Teresa
Quigley responded that the curricu-
lum would not change and suggested
that Mrs. Puentes make an appoint-
ment to speak with her privately.

The annual school budget election
is scheduled for Tuesday, April 20.
Residents will vote on the tax levy
portion of the spending plan at that
time.

First Ladies Is Topic
Of LWV April 19 Talk
NEW PROVIDENCE — “View

from the White House: The First La-
dies from 1920-2010” will be the
subject of a talk sponsored by the
Leagues of Women Voters (LWV) of
Union County at the New Providence
Memorial Library, 377 Elkwood Ave.,
at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, April 19.

The speaker will be Myra Gutin,
professor of communications at Rider
University in Lawrenceville.

A teacher in the business and pro-
fessional speech and interpersonal
communications tracks at Rider, Ms.
Gutin is the author of “The President’s
Partner: The First Lady in the Twen-
tieth Century,” and “Barbara Bush:
First Lady of Literacy.” Her research
work has included political commu-
nications and women in politics.

Professor Gutin’s talk has been ar-
ranged by the League of Women Voters
of Berkeley Heights-New Providence-
Summit in cooperation with LWV chap-
ters in Hillside, Union and Plainfield. It
is free and open to the public. Further
information is available by calling
(908) 464-1988 or visiting lwvnj.org.

Auxiliary Raises Funds
For Overlook Hospital
SUMMIT — The executive board

of the Overlook Hospital Auxiliary
has donated $177,000 to the hospital.
The gift includes $150,000 for the
development of a new Caregivers
Center and $25,000 to re-do the third-
floor solarium  for cancer patients
and their families.

The auxiliary has also initiated a
new annual grant of $2,000 for the
Palliative Care Department to pro-
vide comfort baskets. Each basket
will be individually created so as to
provide each patient dealing with end-
of-life issues a personal, comforting
gift from the hospital.

Funding for this gift was derived
solely through profits from The Gift
Shop and Bloom at Overlook, a branch
of the Auxiliary.


