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BEST OF THE BEST...The above image was taken in 1925, along a north Jersey highway. Pictured from left to right are
Troopers Julius H. Westphalen #277, Dennis J. Walsh #200, and John D. Divers #127. Incidentally, five years after this
photograph was taken, then-Sergeant Divers died on May 2, 1930, as a result of septicemia poisoning incurred in the line of duty.

AT RAHWAY

Former NJ State Trooper Pens
History of ‘The Best of the Best’
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Sea Isle City author George
Wren, a retired New Jersey State Trooper,
has written a continuation of the history
of the New Jersey State Police, which
was originally published in 1971.

Mr. Wren’s book, “Jersey Troopers
II: The Next Thirty-Five Years (1971-

2006),” picks up where “Jersey Troop-
ers – a Fifty Year History of the New
Jersey State Police” by Sergeant Leo J.
Coakley left off.

According to the author, “Jersey
Troopers II” “depicts an evolution of
the organization derived through the
trials and tribulations of those who
served in the state’s pre-eminent law

enforcement agency, during what many
agree was a time filled with hostilities
and technological advancements on
many fronts.”

A true historical record, “Jersey
Troopers II” offers cases and events
surrounding “the Outfit” in a well-re-
searched, well-documented and well-
presented manner.

Mr. Wren’s account is so thorough
that it should be required reading for
anyone looking to a career in New
Jersey law enforcement.

Mr. Wren first read Sergeant
Coakley’s book before he enlisted in
the State Police and then again in 1983,
shortly before Sergeant Coakley died.

Almost from the beginning of his
career, Mr. Wren knew he would pick
up the ballast and charge forward with
the history.

“Of course, as a young trooper, I
certainly wasn’t in any position to re-
search and write a book, so I decided
back then that if no one continued the
record by the time I retired, I would take
on the task,” Mr. Wren explained, add-
ing that in his mind, “Jersey Troopers
II” was always going to be a sequel to
continue the record of the next 35 years.

Mr. Wren began researching the book
in June 2006 while he was still on active
duty.

At first, he encountered a logistical
problem; his primary source of research
materials was housed at the State Po-
lice Museum and Learning Center in
West Trenton, some two hours from his
home in Sea Isle City.

“I quickly realized that my attempt to
conduct the research on a part-time
basis was futile,” he said.

It was only after he retired in Novem-
ber 2006, after a 25-year career as a
New Jersey State Trooper, that he was
able to devote himself to research and
writing on a full-time basis.

The manuscript was finished in
March 2009.

Initially writing “Jersey Troopers II”
for former, present and future state
troopers, Mr. Wren was pleasantly sur-
prised to see that his writing and re-
search began to fit into a larger context.

“I found the stories I was recording
were very similar to many of the crime
novels on today’s book shelves. The
only difference [is that] these stories
are real,” he explained.

Although officially retired from the
New Jersey Police Force, Mr. Wren
maintains an active part of “the Outfit.”

He now serves as the editor of True
Blue & Gold, the newsletter of the
Former New Jersey Troopers Asso-
ciation, an organization that is 3,000
members strong.

Proceeds from “Jersey Troopers II”
will establish an educational fund to aid
the children of New Jersey Troopers
whose careers were cut short due to
untimely off-duty death or disability.

To purchase a copy of “Jersey Troop-
ers II,” log onto jerseytroopersii.com.

Murderous Plans Afoot at WCP
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – With Alfred
Hitchcock’s theme music playing in
the background, the Westfield Com-
munity Players (WCP) continue their
75th season with the third offering of
the year, Dial “M” for Murder by
Frederick Knott. Final performances
are March 13, 20, 26 and 27 at 8.p.m
and a 3 p.m. matinee on Sunday, March
14.

The popular 1954 Hitchcock thriller
movie version, starring Ray Milland,
Grace Kelly and Robert Cummings,
was similar to the 1948 classic movie,
Sorry, Wrong Number. Blackmail, mur-
der, hidden identities, with a few twists
thrown in for good measure, make
Westfield’s Murder, directed by Steve
Lemenille, an evening of intrigue.

The play’s plot is based on the age-
old convention of a cheating spouse
who lusts for money and concocts “the
perfect crime.”

British tennis pro Tony Wendice (A.J.
Liana) has given up the glamorous life
of a sports star traveling on the circuit to
become the model stay-at-home hus-
band. This is all, supposedly, to please
his wife Margot (Alexandra Drori). In
reality, it is part of Tony’s plot to kill his
wife, whom he married for her money.

The metamorphosis of Tony occurs
after he realizes that Margot doesn’t
love him and has had an affair with Max
Halliday (Brian Remo), an American
TV crime-show scriptwriter. The affair
ended when Halliday left London to
return to the United States.

Margot burned all Max’s love letters
except one that she kept in her purse.
That one letter is the pivotal piece of the
plot since Margot is blackmailed over
it, and Tony enacts his scheme because
of it.

For a full year, calculatingly, Tony
draws out small amounts of money
from his bank in preparation to pay a hit
man to kill his wife.

He follows Charles Alexander Swann
(Ken Ludmer), who now calls himself
Captain Lesgate, and figures him to be
the perfect man for the perfect crime. A
former acquaintance of Tony’s from
their days together at Cambridge,
Lesgate has long embarked on a life of
petty crime.

By tailing Lesgate and researching
his past indiscretions, Tony soon has
enough damaging information to black-
mail him into murdering Margot.

Ironically, at one time in the play,

Tony asks his rival Max, who has re-
turned to London for a visit, “Could
you write me the perfect murder?”

“I could plan one,” is Max’s response.
All too soon Tony realizes it might be
easy to plan a perfect crime; however,
it’s quite another thing to have it come
to fruition.

Act I is overly ripe with exposition.
No fault of the actors or director of this
production; it’s just the way the play is
written. In the world of cinema, a direc-
tor can shoot from various angles, add
music to set the mood and play with
lighting to lessen voluminous exposi-
tion.

Not really so in a stage version. This
stage – its own little tennis court – has
the tennis pro Tony firing powerful,
direct hits to Lesgate, who returns with
soft lobs. In those verbal volleys be-
tween Tony and his hit man, dynamic
tension is never quite realized because
the audience misses many of Lesgate’s
soft responses.

A suspenseful Act II is faster-paced
with twists in the plot that peel away
like layers of a Bermuda onion. Fine
acting throughout holds the production
together. Mr. Liana is quite convincing
as bon vivant Tony.

Mr. Liana, with his spot-on British
accent, has the character’s cockiness
down pat. He deceives his wife, the
inspector and the audience into think-
ing he’ll get away with the perfect
crime all the while looking like a calico
cat with a yellow feather hanging out of

his mouth.
Brian Remo’s character Max, fresh,

naïve and oozing with the requisite
good looks of an American hero, offers
a credible rival to the swaggering, self-
absorbed Tony. As the unscrupulous hit
man, Ken Ludmer’s talent is evident.

Inspector Hubbard and Tony are
equally matched in ability as exhibited
in their verbal sparring. Dickson Lane,
as the inspector, is delightfully droll as
he casts a net towards his suspect and,
like the American detective Colombo
with brilliant timing, has “just one more
thing” to ask. Unlike Colombo, this
actor has finesse, precise articulation
and commanding stage presence.

Mr. Lemenille has cast the perfect
fragile beauty for Margot in Ms. Drori
and the perfect police officers in Garry
Tamburro and burly Mark Douches,
whose mere presence lets Tony know
there is no room for escape.

The set, designed by director Steve
Lemenille and Bill McMeekan, is a
gorgeous hunter green and cream-col-
ored apartment complete with marble-
like fireplace and packed with lovely
antique furniture. Margot’s 1950s cos-
tumes — including the Grace Kelly
vintage purple ballerina-length cock-
tail dress in Act I — are designed by
Doris Dias and Kristen Paparella.

By the play’s end, one of Tony’s lines
comes back to haunt him, “I’ve learned
I have to pay a price for everything I’ve
wanted,” he says.

Don’t we all?

Symphony to Hold Gala,
Chooses Chairwoman

WESTFIELD – The Board of
Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO)
and its Friends’ group will celebrate the
role the arts plays in the daily life of the
community through its annual gala un-
der the theme “Music…it’s magic!” on
the evening of May 1.

In making the an-
nouncement earlier this
week, Mark Fleder,
president of the
orchestra’s board of
trustees, said, “The arts
are really taking a fiscal
hit this year, and our
theme was chosen ex-
pressly to draw atten-
tion to musicians and the
importance of the magic
they bring to our world.”

In conjunction with
his announcement, Mr.
Fleder displayed a
sample of the gala invitation that fea-
tures a bust of composer Ludwig van
Beethoven originally illustrated by the
late renowned artist Harry Devlin for
WSO’s first concert, the opera Fidelio,
in June 1983.

Mr. Fleder observed, “Some whim-
sical touches have been added to high-
light the magical evening the commit-
tee is planning.”

Mr. Fleder also said he was pleased
to announce that Mary-Beth Phillips,
who was recently elected to the WSO
board, has been named chairwoman of
the event, which will be held at Echo
Lake Country Club.

Mrs. Phillips was the successful pro-
prietor of flower shops and two busi-
nesses involving special-events plan-
ning in the Washington, D.C., area prior
to marrying Bruce Phillips of Westfield

almost four years ago.
She became involved in fundraising

and advocacy for the symphony almost
immediately upon arrival here, and the
couple recently opened its classic Vic-
torian home to the public during A Tour
of Notable Homes, produced by the

Friends of Westfield
Symphony to benefit the
organization.

Mrs. Phillips earned
her bachelor’s degree
from George Washing-
ton University and is also
a singer who studied jazz
with a former Peabody
professor. The Phillips
enjoy hosting a continu-
ing series of “house con-
certs” featuring a vari-
ety of performers drawn
from their circle of tal-
ented friends.

In her comments about her appoint-
ment as gala chairwoman, Mrs. Phillips
echoed the sentiments of Mr. Fleder.

“There is an important relationship
between artist and audience. Both ele-
ments are vital to the outcome of the
performance…and their interplay is
truly magic,” she said.

“The success of the gala,” she contin-
ued, “this year will depend on a similar
magic occurring, as area music lovers
are invited to fill the gap in public
funding. It is essential to continue the
WSO tradition of live music within our
community, and I am honored to par-
ticipate in this essential fundraising ef-
fort.”

For information about WSO or to
purchase tickets, call (908) 232-9400
on weekdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. or
visit  westfieldsymphony.org.

Mary-Beth Phillips,
Gala chairwoman

Musicales Return
On Wed., March 17

WESTFIELD – The First Congrega-
tional Church of Westfield, located at
125 Elmer Street, announced the con-
tinuation of its Mid-Day Musicales con-
certs for the 2010 season with a pro-
gram by the Jersey Jazz Trio on Wednes-
day, March 17, at noon. These free,
half-hour concerts are presented in the
church sanctuary, and are followed by
a soup-and sandwich-luncheon, avail-
able in the church social hall for $7.

The Jersey Jazz Trio’s members –
Bill Shadel, clarinet, Ron Naspo, bass,
and Bob DeBenedette, piano – are all
seasoned veterans of the metropolitan
New York music scene. Their program
will include jazz classics from the 1920’s
through the 1950’s.

For further information, or to make
luncheon reservations, contact the
church office at (908) 233-2494.

ALL STATE…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School students Amanda Ho, pictured left, Lauren Ruesch and Albert Wu have
been selected to perform with the prestigious New Jersey Music Educators Association All-State Symphonic Band, Wind
Ensemble and Orchestra. Amada, who is ranked number one in this year’s All-State auditions, is the piccolo player for the
Orchestra and Wind Ensemble. Lauren will play clarinet for the Symphonic Band. Albert played violin for the All-State
Orchestra in November 2009. Amanda and Lauren performed with the All-State Symphonic Band and Wind Ensemble on
February 20, at the New Jersey Performing Arts Center. The All-State Orchestra is scheduled to perform in November 2010.
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Rupert Holmes to attend both high school theatre
productions of his works.

See page 17 for more information


