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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

PANTHER BENNER, BEAR TARAMOV GET 5TH, PIONEER TROUTMAN 6TH

Brady, Giaccio, Barber, Bundy Fall Early
In NJSIAA Wrestling Tournament in AC

McCOY, WEBB SINK 17 POINTS EACH; MILLER HITS 8

Cougars ‘Wreck’ Ramblers
In Sectional Basketball, 59-46

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Wrestling with the cream of the
crop at a location that can cram up to
11,000 screaming fans into narrow
seats proved to be quite an experience
for many Union County competitors
at the NJSIAA state championships
at Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City,
the gambling Mecca of the East Coast,
on March 5 through March 7.

In the 125-lb preliminaries, Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School senior
Tristan Bundy was a bit stunned when
Alex Preefer of Cresskill took him
down with a barrel roll, but he quickly
escaped and added a slip-around
takedown to take a 3-2 lead. Preefer
escaped to knot the score to end the
first period, then he added a two-
point tilt and another takedown to
hold on for a 7-6 win to eliminate
Bundy.

Westfield junior Christian Barber,
wrestling in the 140-lb preliminaries,
faced James Green of Willingboro,
who entered the bout with a 31-1
record. Green recorded a pair of
double-leg takedowns, while Barber
added an escape in the first period. In
the second period, Green escaped and

added a duck-under takedown to grab
a 7-1 lead. Barber, however, came
alive in the third period and closed
the gap to 8-6 and even made a final
attempt for a takedown only to come
up short.

“We knew the kid had a good
double-leg. I think part of it could
have been nerves because of the envi-
ronment of his first trip here or he
gave that kid too much respect. Chris-
tian was as good as he was,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz said. “I
don’t know if he didn’t believe in
himself, but he let that kid get too big
of a lead by the time he realized, ‘hey!
I’m as good as that kid,’ it was a little
bit too late. The good thing is Chris-
tian learned that as a junior rather

than as a senior. I expect we are
coming down here to win us some
matches next year. We want to come
home with a medal. We didn’t come
just to be contestants. We want to
win!”

Green eventually advanced to the
championship bout where he dropped
a 7-5 decision to Hank Stinson of
Eastern.

Cranford Cougar Joe Giaccio kept
working a front head takedown set up
on Newton’s Kevin Churchill in the
scoreless first period of his 112-lb
pre-quarterfinal bout. In the second
period, Giaccio made several tilt at-
tempts but to no avail, but in the third
period, Churchill got a takedown and
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Driving to the basket really paid off
big time in the fourth quarter as the
third-seeded Cranford Lady Cougar
basketball team overcame a 37-34
deficit with 7:00 remaining to defeat
Carteret, 59-46, in the first round of
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
tournament in Cranford on March 1.

Jess McCoy and Jamie Webb, who
both scored 17 points, played the co-
starring roles in that crucial quarter,
netting 11 points and seven points,
respectively. Their ferocious driving

to the basket forced the 6-19 Ram-
blers to commit fouls, which led to
the 18-8 Cougars to hitting 12 of 13
from the line and to eventually win
the quarter, 25-15.

Webb, who finished with seven re-
bounds, five assists and a steal, sank
a pair of 3-pointers and a left-handed
hook shot to lead the Lady Cougars to
a 13-6, first-quarter lead. Senior

Danielle Gross, who sank three of her
seven points in the quarter, contrib-
uted five rebounds, three assists and a
blocked shot.

Morgan Miller (7 rebounds, assist)

and Jenna Goeller (3 rebounds, 2
assists) hit back-to-back 3-pointers
to jump the Cougars’ lead to 19-6
with 6:00 left in the half. Gross rolled
in a lay-up and senior forward Taylor
D’Antico (7 points, 5 rebounds, 2
assists) sank a lay-up, was fouled and
hit the free throw to give Cranford a
24-14 lead at the half.

The third quarter presented a prob-
lem to the Lady Cougars, and the
problem came in the form of point
guard Ivettelis Castro, whose quick-
ness and ability to drive to the basket
led her to net 10 of her game-leading
28 points in the third quarter, which
was won by the Ramblers 17-10, cut-
ting the Cougars’ lead to 34-31.
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Long-Term success in the real estate business is reserved for the select few who 

consistently demonstrate value to their clients.

Since 1984 Hye-Young Choi has brokered the sale of many of Westfield’s finest 

homes. With unparalleled dignity and grace she has reached the highest levels of 

acheivement while providing an inspired level of service.

Even in the most difficult of markets Hye-Young worked through the myriad 

of industry changes, identified opportunities for her clients and led the way to 

successful conclusions.

For those seeking an exceptional experience buying or selling one of the area’s 

premier properties, look no further than a Proven Professional!

The Proven Professional

Hye-Young Choi 
Sales Associate 
Direct Phone: (908) 301-2015 
Cell Phone: (908) 938-9248 
Contact Me: Hye-Young@att.net
Office: Westfield East,  
209 Central Ave., Westfield,NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING ON A TILT…Cranford Cougar Joe Giaccio, top, works to set up a pipe wrench, two-on-one tilt on Newton’s
Kevin Churchill in the 112-lb pre-quarterfinals. Churchill won, 7-0, and went on to place third.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING TO SET UP A PLAY…Cougar Jenna Goeller, No. 4, looks to set up
a play. Goeller, who banged a 3-pointer, added three rebounds and two assists
against the Ramblers.

Get In Tip-Top Shape with BootCampWF;

Next Session Runs Until April 26th
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WESTFIELD – BootCampWF is
the premiere, healthy-living outdoor
fitness training program right here
in Westfield! Regardless of age, size,
gender or fitness level, if you’re in or
around Westfield and looking to get in
shape, drop those pounds, build that
muscle and have fun while doing it,
it’s time to enlist in BootCampWF!
The session runs from March 8 through
April 26.
BootCampWF is a specially designed

fitness program held for one hour, three
days a week for six weeks.  Certified
Personal Trainers, Kathy Robb and
Christine Taglieri, develop and lead all
workouts, which are held Monday,
Wednesday and Friday mornings at 6

and 9:15 a.m., in Tamaques Park. Ms.
Taglieri is now introducing a beginner
program, BootCampWF Lite, which will
meet twice a week over the six weeks,
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9:15 a.m.
BootCampWF starts off with an

assessment of all recruits. On the first
(and last!) day, we see how many sit-
ups and push-ups you can do, and how
long it takes for you to walk/run a half-
mile. These measurements allow
participants and instructors to measure
progress over the course of the session.
To enlist in BootCampWF or for more

information, please visit our website @
www.BootCampWF.com.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DTATE SECTIONAL CHAMPIONS…The Cougar girls basketball team defeated the fifth-seeded Somerville Pioneers, 46-
34, in Cranford on March 9 to become the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 champions. It was the first sectional title for the
girls since 1973. Pure teamwork emerged as six Lady Cougars had, at least five rebounds, including all five starters. The
Cougars also hit 15-for-18 from the free throw line, which included 8-for-9 in the fourth quarter. SEE COMPLETE STORY
AND PICTURES IN NEXT WEEK’S EDITION OF THE COUGAR ONLINE EXCLUSIVE.
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