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No. 7 Columbia Girls Jump
On Blue Devil Cagers, 57-35
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Christian Barber: One Close
Shave After Another

Appearances can be deceiving. Take
Christian Barber’s won-lost numbers
this winter.

The outstanding junior was Westfield
High School’s lone qualifier for the
state wrestling tournament in Atlantic
City last week. He lost 8-6 in the
preliminary round to the eventual 140-
pound state runnerup, finishing his
season with a 24-8 record.

Doesn’t sound all that great … to
those who aren’t paying close atten-
tion. But coach Glen Kurz moved Bar-
ber up and down this winter to always
face an opponent’s toughest wrestler
in his weight vicinity. Not sometimes.
Always. Barber’s record could have
been padded with some easy wins, but
that’s not how you get to where Kurz
wants his wrestler to be one day – on
the medal podium at states. As in any
sport, you only get better going up
against better competition.

Here are Barber’s losses:
Brearley’s champion Danny Ries,

the Region 3 champion, three times,
by scores of 2-1 in four overtimes, 5-1
in the county final and 3-2 in the Dis-
trict 11 final;

Somerville’s Micah Blair, fourth in
the state at 145, in overtime.

Monroe’s Sam Emburgia, third in
the state at 135, by a 1-0 score;

Livingston’s Brandon Bright, a re-
gion champion this year, runnerup last
year, 3-2 in overtime, and up two
weights at 152;

Parsippany’s Anthony Mariano, a
three-time state qualifier, in overtime.

Willingboro’s James Green, a state
runnerup this year and fourth last year,
8-6.

Most of those losses were heart-
breakingly close, and several were in
the closing seconds.

Many of Barber’s 24 victories were
also against top-notch opponents, like:

Gov. Livingston’s Pat Eichner, a re-
turning county runnerup;

Madison’s Ryan Colwell, a 2009
regional champion;

Piscataway’s David Powell, a two-
time region finalist, who he beat twice;

Roselle Park’s Matt Krynicki, a state
qualifier in 2008, who he beat twice;

Howell’s Brian Wilson, a state quali-
fier;

Hanover Park’s Charles Savino, a
state qualifier;

South Plainfield’s Corey Stasenko,
a freshman stud;

Rahway’s Diego Chavez, eighth in
the state at 145, who he beat 18-4.

That’s 14 really, tough opponents.
It’s difficult to imagine too many oth-
ers who wrestled that many high-qual-
ity guys. Barber already has won two
district titles and will bring a 69-23,
career record into his senior year. Hope-
fully he will reap the rewards of wres-
tling so many quality matches.

“If Christian isn’t on the podium (at
states) next year, it will not be for a
lack of work,” Kurz said. “I’d rather
have him battle-tested for the end of
the season than have him 29-0 and
going to states as a spectator.”

WHS graduates four solid seniors in
Ryan Jennings, Brian Henry, Chris
Tomasso and Bill Kim. But with Bar-
ber, juniors-to-be Mike Kalimtzis and
Troy Skibitsky, and a group of young
guys who got a lot of “thrown-into-
the-fire” experience this winter, Kurz’s
club should be improved next winter.

SHOP/RITE CUP
The race for the seventh ShopRite

Cup is on, and once again WHS is in
the thick of things for the Group 4
trophy.

After the fall season, the Blue Dev-
ils are atop Group 4, after winning
state Group 4 championships in boys
cross-country and girls tennis, along
with a state runnerup by the girls soc-
cer team and the strong performance
of the football team in sectionals.

Points for the Cup are only awarded
to teams, as follows: 10 for state cham-
pions, 8 for second place, 6 for third
place, 4 for fourth place. And three
points are deducted for any disqualifi-
cations.

This winter WHS will be getting
another 10 (9?) for the girls’ state
swim co-championship.

WHS finished second in 2007 and
third in 2008. The Blue Devils would
have won the 2007 Group 4 Cup, but
two disqualifications cost them six
points and they finished four behind
Southern Regional.

ShopRite Cup Group 4 winners:
2004: Shawnee

2005: Ridgewood
2006: Bridgewater-Raritan
2007: Southern
2008: Hunterdon Central
2009: Southern
2010: ?
Currently trailing WHS (33 points)

are Ridge (28), Bridgewater-Raritan,
East Brunswick and Randolph (18
each).

Other leaders:
Group 3: Millburn
Group 2: Haddonfield
Group 1: Robbinsville
Non-Public A: Don Bosco
Non-Public B: Villa Walsh.

BASKETBALL UDPATE
The girls’ season – and Diana

Venezia’s fabulous career – came to an
end in a 57-35 loss at Columbia (24-3).
The Devils had a final 15-9 record, and
Venezia, who missed her entire sopho-
more season after knee surgery, left
her name all over the school record
book. She finished the year with 411
points (no. 3 all-time), 241 rebounds
(no. 4), and 42 blocked shots, which is
believed to be a school record.

Classmate Amanda Markowski, who
didn’t play enough to letter last year,
finished with 282 points (no. 17 all-
time), 78 assists (no. 7) and a school
record 94 steals.

The boys’ season concluded with a
61-59 loss at Bayonne (19-9) in the
opening round of states. Junior Ryan
Hess had 21 points and senior Pat
Sabatino added 16 points for WHS
(11-12). Guards Hugo Nolasco and
Jaraad Rogers also hit double figures
in their final game.

HOCKEY UPDATE
Junior Nick Attanasio finished the

season in style. He had six points in a
win over defending champion A.L.
Johnson of Clark in the county tourna-
ment semis, three goals in WHS’s state
tourney-opening win over Bayonne,
and a goal and assist in a 3-2 overtime
loss to Morristown in states.

POST-GRADUATELY
Pat Gray, who set several pass re-

ceiving records at WHS during his
career, will be doing a prep school year
at Hargrave Military Academy in
Chatham, Va. Gray’s school marks
were for receptions in a season (32),
yards in a game (199) and yards in a
season (610). He’s also no. 2 all-time
in career receptions (behind Chris

Sheehan) and career yards (trailing
Brian Ciemniecki).

Gray turned down a partial scholar-
ship offer from Southern Connecticut
to attend Hargrave, which most re-
cently was where former WHS star
Cowles Stewart (2006) spent a year
before going to the University of Ak-
ron as a defensive lineman.

Hargrave reportedly wants the 6-
foot-3, 195-pound Gray to play as a
defensive back more than as a receiver.
The Cadets’ post-grad team has 39
former players who have played in the
NFL, including star receiver Tory Holt,
and Dallas defensive star Jay Ratliff.

Two of WHS’s standout swimmers
have made their college plans. Matt
Meserole, a four-time county cham-
pion in the 100-backstroke and one of
WHS’s best ever, will attend the Uni-
versity of Maryland. Suzanne
Lemberg, holder of five school records,
will be doing her sprinting at Emory
University in Atlanta.

IS IT JUST ME …
 … or does anybody else think it’s

time the NFL eliminated the Roman
numerals for the Super Bowl. It was OK
up to 10, maybe even 20. But XLIV?
Would Julius Caeser even know what
number that was? Personally, I’d prefer
just saying it’s the 44th NFL Champi-
onship Game. Or is it Super Bowl
XXXXIIII? XXXXIV? (For those of
you wondering, the WHS wrestling team
now has more than D wins – trust me, I
took Latin under Sam Bunting.)

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Westfield Subs (261 South Av-
enue East) is Matt Meserole. The se-
nior swimmer broke three school
records last weekend at the state Indi-
vidual Championships. He went 21.42
to break Aaron Weber’s 24-year-old
mark by .01 of a second, 51.05 to take
.17 of a second off Chris DeLaFuente’s
year-old record, and then clocked
50.41 to make his own school record
even faster. And Mez’s 46.73 in the
100 free was just .06 off DeLaFuente’s
record. The Devil of the Week will
return April 8.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact me with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Week
Matt Meserole
Boys swimming
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Colts Neck $5,000,000
This 19-acre paradise boasts a 3-acre lake with a nat-
ural island, specimen plantings and meticulous
grounds.

Barbara Alvarez, Sales Associate 732-946-9600

Westfield $2,750,000
Extensively renovated 11 room Georgian Colonial.
Quality craftsmanship abound combining classic
charm with modern luxury.

Kimberly Haley, Sales Associate 908-233-5555

Westfield $2,399,000
Stunning 5 bedroom, 5.1 bath residence blends elegance
and fine living with a floor plan ideal for elaborate or ca-
sual entertaining.

MaryAlice Ryan, Sales Associate 908-233-5555

Westfield $2,399,000
Custom home. 5 bedrooms, 6.5 baths, banquet dining
room, library, gourmet kitchen, media room/wet bar.
Home Logic System. Approximately 1/2-acre.

Betty Ann Lynch, Broker Sales Associate 908-233-5555

Westfield $2,350,000
Beautiful landscaped property, a very special home.
The front lawn provides pastoral views, rear a
vacation destination.

Tamatha Costello, Sales Associate 908-233-5555

Rumson $2,100,000
Authentic English Tudor and a 3 bedroom carriage
house on 1.5 acres. Beautiful home, kitchen wing,
3 fireplaces, sun room, family room.

Rumson Office, 732-842-3200

Oceanport $1,799,000
Splendor on the water! Exquisite riverfront 2005
custom home exuding detail only a pro can create.
Bulkhead and dock.

Lois Cohen, Sales Associate 732-946-9600

Rumson $1,695,000
Waterfront Colonial-deep water with dock access to
the Shrewsbury River. Fabulous 4 bedrooms, 3.5
baths, sophisticated amenities.

Rumson Office, 732-842-3200

Holmdel $1,499,900
Magnificent home renovated in ‘04/’05. New Rutt
kitchen, extended breakfast room. Country club
atmosphere on 2+ park-like acres.

Carol Wilusz, Sales Associate, 732-946-9600

Previews
International,

the luxury division of
Coldwell Banker, has
been refining the

world’s most luxurious
lifestyles since 1933.
Previews continues to
be a dominant real
estate source for the
exceptional home

market, attracting the
world’s most qualified
luxury home buyers.

* Data based on closed and recorded transaction sides of homes sold for $1 million or more as reported by the U.S. Coldwell Banker® franchise system for the calendar year 2009. $USD. It should be used for comparison purposes only.
Although Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. deems this information to be reliable, it is not guaranteed. ©2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate
LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned And Operated By NRT LLC.

On average, Previews® handles $76.7 million in luxury homes sales every day*.
(800) 575-0952 • ColdwellBankerMoves.com

for the season and eventually fin-
ished with 411 points.

Senior point guard Amanda
Markowski, who scored nine points,
led the Blue Devils with four steals
and four assists. She sank six of her
points in the second half and bagged
a 3-pointer in the first quarter. With
four points, two steals and two assists
in the fourth quarter, Markowski was
instrumental in the Blue Devils’ 16-7
run, which helped them attain a goal
of scoring 35 points in the game.

“We came out and gave everything
we had on the floor,” Markowski said.
“We knew how good they were. Yes!
We knew we couldn’t make any mis-
takes. We got off to a rough start. At
halftime, we set a goal to score 35
points. We did everything we could.”

Junior forward Katie Ponce fin-
ished with two points, two rebounds
and an assist. Senior guard Danielle
Miller hit 4-for-4 from the free throw
line and added an assist, a rebound
and a steal. Krista Embrett had a pair
of rebounds and Gabby Cerami pulled
down one board. Charlotte Lorentzen
had two rebounds. Kyrsten Van Naha
finished with six points, and Gabby
Jackson finished with five for the
Cougars, while Charity Scipio and
Marelyn Williams each contributed

four points.
“We went into the locker room, and

we said we are just going to come out
and work hard,” coach Marino said.
“We set a goal for us to score 35
points, and that’s what we did.”
Westfield 10   3   6 17 35
Columbia 21 13 14   7 57

Bees Sting Blue Devils
In Sectionals, 61-59

The Bayonne High School boys
basketball team outscored the
Westfield Blue Devils, 20-14, in the
fourth quarter to pull out a 61-59
victory in the first round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 tourna-
ment in Bayonne on March 2. Rodney
Wilson sank a pair of free throws with
less than five seconds remaining to
provide the winning margin.

Junior Ryan Hess (two 3-pointers,
9 free throws) put up 21 points for the
11-12 Blue Devils, while Pat Sabatino
(six free throws) scored 16 points and
Jaraad Rogers (3-pointer) bucketed
11 points. Hugo Nolasco had five
points. Damian Williams led the 19-
8 Bees with 21 points, and Bryant
King had 15 points.
Westfield   9 17 19 14 59
Bayonne 14 15 12 20 61

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONCENTRATING ON THE SHOT…Blue Devil junior Katie Ponce hit both of
her free throws in the third quarter against Columbia.

Perennial Top Producer Honored for Customer Service and Sales Success

Frank D. Isoldi Named Associate of the Year
For 2009 With Coldwell Banker In Westfield

WESTFIELD – Frank D. Isoldi, sales
associate with Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage in Westfield, has
been named Associate of the Year for
2009. Amidst one of the most
challenging housing markets in history,
Isoldi defied the odds with unparalleled
service to deliver top results for buyers
and sellers. He ranked #1 in closed sales
volume in his office to earn this level of
distinction.
A perennial top producer

in the competitive
metropolitan area
marketplace, Isoldi was
also recognized as the #1
Sales Associate in Listings
Sold in his office for the
year, an accomplishment
he has achieved for the past
consecutive six years. In
addition to his outstanding
sales performance in the
Westfield office, Isoldi
closed 2009 as the #3
agent among a field of
3,700 agents throughout
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
in New Jersey and Rockland County,
NY.
“Even in these tough economic times,

Frank has maintained a level of success
that has distinguished himself in the
industry, achieving the top associate
position in the Westfield office for the
4th consecutive year.”, said Michael
Scott, Branch Vice President.
Isoldi’s sales and marketing expertise

is further reflected in consistent receipt
of premier industry awards. He was also
recently awarded the 2009 New Jersey
Association of REALTORS® Circle of
Excellence Sales Award® at the
Platinum Level, the highest level of
achievement recognized by NJAR®.
This is the seventh consecutive year that
he has achieved this level of sales
excellence. His superior service was also
recognized with membership in the
Coldwell Banker International
President’s Premier for the 10th

consecutive year, representing the Top
1% of 105,000 Coldwell Banker sales
associates worldwide.
A lifelong Westfield resident who is

active in his community, Isoldi serves
on the Board of Trustees with The
United Fund of Westfield and as a
member of UNICO, a non-profit
organization committed to providing a
better quality of life for those in need

on a community and
national level.

For information about
buying or selling a home in
the greater Union County
area, contact Frank D.
Isoldi with Coldwell
Banker Residential
Brokerage in Westfield at
(908) 233-5555. The
Westfield office is located
at 209 Central Avenue. You
can download Frank’s free
mobile application for
access to home prices,
maps, and photos, by
simply texting “Isoldi” to

“87778” from your phone, and view
listings at www.frankdisoldi.com.
Coldwell Banker Residential

Brokerage in New Jersey and Rockland
County, New York
(www.coldwellbankermoves.com ), a
leading residential real estate brokerage
company, operates more than 60 offices
with more than 3,700 sales associates
serving all communities from Rockland
County, N.Y. to Monmouth County,
New Jersey. Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage in New Jersey
and Rockland County, N.Y.
(www.coldwellbankermoves.com) is
part of NRT LLC, the nation’s largest
residential real estate brokerage
company. NRT LLC, a subsidiary of
Realogy Corporation, operates
Realogy’s company-owned real estate
brokerage offices.

Frank D. Isoldi

Paid Bulletin Board
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