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Fanwood Library to Offer
Celtic Concert This Month

Mary Courtney

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-
morial Library, located at North Av-
enue and Tillotson Road, will present
a “Very Special Celtic
Concert with Mary
Courtney and Morning
Star” on Wednesday,
March 24, at 7:30 p.m.

This New York-based
band plays a combina-
tion of Irish traditional
music and songs geared
for dancing. Morning
Star is comprised of
Mary Courtney on lead
vocals, guitar and
bodhran (Irish hand-held
drum), Bernadette Fee
on fiddle and Donie
Ryan on the tenor banjo. The musi-
cians’ influences include The Bothy
Band, Solas, Lunasa and Christy
Moore, among others.

Ms. Courtney hails from a large
musical family from Castlegregory,
County Kerry, Ireland. She formed the

band in 1982 in the Bronx, N.Y. Over
the years, the group has recorded sev-
eral albums and played on the local

and United States festi-
val circuits.

“Playing music is
our life and we are so
grateful for the gift of
music that we have
been given,” said Ms.
Courtney.

This Celtic concert,
along with various
other events, is paid for
from funds raised by
the Friends of the
Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary, a non-profit or-
ganization of people

who love books and want to help the
library maximize its services. To re-
serve a seat at this free program, call
(908) 322-6400. For information on
joining the Friends, contact Carol
Campell at campell@verizon.net or
call (908) 322-9179.

Saturn’s Rings Celebration
To Take Place at Trailside

MOUNTAINSIDE – Amateur As-
tronomers, Inc. and the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders invite
area residents to “Celebrate the Re-
turn of Saturn’s Rings” on Saturday,
March 20, from 8 to 10 p.m. at the
Trailside Nature and Science Center.

“Trailside is the place to be on
March 20 for everyone interested in
astronomy,” said Freeholder Vice
Chairwoman Deborah Scanlon, liai-
son to the Union County Parks and
Recreation Advisory Board. “Admis-
sion is free and telescopes will be
available for viewing close-up im-
ages of Saturn’s rings.”

The tilt of Saturn’s rings makes
them “appear” and “disappear” ev-
ery 14 years. The rings are back and
– with the aid of Amateur Astrono-
mers members’ telescopes – visitors

can celebrate their return and ex-
plore the night sky.

The event will begin at 8 p.m.,
“snow or shine,” at the Trailside Visi-
tors Center, where attendees will be
able to hear free lectures about Sat-
urn and learn all the latest informa-
tion about the sixth planet from the
sun. Ample free parking will be avail-
able and there will be door prizes for
the audience. For more information
about Amateur Astronomers, Inc.,
visit asterism.org.

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter is located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside and is a ser-
vice of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders. For more in-
formation about programs and spe-
cial events at Trailside, call (908)
789-3670 or visit ucnj.org/trailside.

A PLACE FOR WOMEN…Sister Judy Mertz of the Sisters of Charity of St.
Elizabeth, second from left, recently spoke to the Home Life Social Services
Department of the Woman’s Club of Westfield (WCW) about Sister Josephine’s
Place in Elizabeth, named in memory of Mother Superior Josephine Marie O’Brien.
Women there learn English as a second language, computer skills and tools to help
them assimilate into the community. For further information, write to: Sister
Josephine’s Place, 622 Elizabeth Avenue, Elizabeth, N.J. 07207. Also pictured, left
to right, are: WCW members Phyllis Snyder, Sally Brown and Clemmie Tabor.
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CancerCare of N.J. to Host
Benefit ‘Taste For Hope’

SUMMIT – CancerCare of New
Jersey will host “A Taste for Hope®”
on Friday, April 9. Sponsored by Ber-
keley Wine Co., it will take place at
The Grand Summit Hotel in Summit.

This year’s Ben Yedlin Award hon-
oree will be Ed Jarbath, a partner with
ScienceFirst, for his dedication and
loyalty to CancerCare’s mission.

The evening also will feature a
chance auction and music. Approxi-
mately 200 guests are expected to
attend the event.

“The proceeds of this event will
ensure the continuity of CancerCare
services in New Jersey,” stated
Stephanie Karlo, regional director.
“We provide help to more than 11,000
New Jersey residents every year.
Events such as A Taste for Hope®
are essential to providing the neces-
sary funding to fulfill our
organization’s mission.”

Tickets are $75 per person in ad-
vance or $85 at the door. For more

information on A Taste for Hope®,
or to participate as a wine or food
vendor, contact Katelyn Foran at
(201) 301-6812 or via e-mail at
kforan@cancercare.org.

CancerCare is a national non-profit
organization that provides free profes-
sional support services to anyone af-
fected by cancer. CancerCare programs
– including counseling, education, fi-
nancial assistance and practical help –
are provided by trained oncology so-
cial workers and are completely free
of charge. CancerCare of New Jersey
was founded in 1982 to ensure that
New Jersey residents had full access to
all CancerCare programs.

With offices in Ridgewood,
Morristown, Princeton and Trenton,
CancerCare of New Jersey provides
individual help to more than 10,000
New Jersey residents each year. To
find out more about CancerCare of
New Jersey, call (201) 444-6630 or
visit cancercarenj.org.

FUSP to Present Production
Of First Lady’s Love Story

AREA – The First Unitarian Soci-
ety of Plainfield (FUSP) will cel-
ebrate Women’s History Month with
a presentation on Friday, March 19,
of the one-act play Lorena Hickok
and Eleanor Roosevelt: a Love Story
at 8 p.m. in the FUSP Parish Hall. A
reception will follow in the Stevens
Room. The FUSP Church is located
at 724 Park Avenue in Plainfield.

The Women’s Alliance and the
Welcoming Congregation Commit-
tee of the Society will co-sponsor
the play, starring actress, author and
playwright Marjorie Conn.

This dramatic production by Pat
Bond chronicles the 30-year relation-
ship between the First Lady and the
top female journalist in the country. It
is based on 2,000 letters written by

Eleanor Roosevelt to Ms. Hickok.
Ms. Conn will provide music and

memorabilia, answer questions fol-
lowing her performance and autograph
copies of her books, to be on sale at the
reception. Proceeds will help fund the
Women’s Alliance Joan Sweet Me-
morial Scholarship Fund and other
local charities, plus  Welcoming Con-
gregation Committee programs.

Admission will be $15 and will
include refreshments at the recep-
tion. Tickets can be purchased by
calling Sue at (732) 548-3877, send-
ing an e-mail to sue3877@live.com
or mailing a check made payable to
Women’s Alliance to First Unitarian
Society of Plainfield, in care of
Women’s Alliance, 724 Park Avenue,
Plainfield, N.J. 07060.

Westfield
Wednesday, March 3, Kunwar E.

Singbaba, 26, of Westfield was arrested
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop on North
Avenue near Prospect Street on an out-
standing Clark warrant. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released after posting $40
bail.

Thursday, March 4, Laura Smith-
Alvarez, 20, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue near Drake Place after police
discovered there were outstanding war-
rants for her from Piscataway and
Watchung, with bail amounts of $368 and
$258, respectively. She was processed
and released after posting bail.

Chanae Cabble, 18, of Plainfield, a
passenger in the vehicle, was arrested and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana. She was
released with a summons.

Friday, March 5, Akeem Noray, 19, of
Westfield was arrested on the 600 block
of Boulevard on charges of burglary, theft,
receiving stolen property, eluding and
resisting arrest. According to police, he
was arrested after being identified as a
suspicious person and seen exiting a mo-
tor vehicle he did not own. He was held in
lieu of $25,000 bail at the Union County
jail.

Sunday, March 7, Brendon J.
Romanski, 36, of Cranford was arrested
at Union police headquarters on two out-
standing Westfield warrants, including
one traffic warrant and one criminal war-
rant, each in the amount of $500. He was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released after posting
bail.

Sunday, March 7, Peter Paoria, 35, of
Maplewood was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Springfield traffic warrant. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting $55
bail.

Monday, March 8, Christopher
Gallagher, 32, of Carteret was arrested as
the result of a motor vehicle stop on
Central Avenue near East Broad Street on
an outstanding Newark criminal warrant
in the amount of $500. He was released on
his own recognizance with a court date.

Monday, March 8, Edward O’Connor,
30, of Clark was arrested as the result of
a motor vehicle stop on North Avenue
near Lenox Avenue on an outstanding
Union County Sheriff’s no-bail civil con-
tempt warrant. He was turned over to the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, March 3, Paul Knechtel,

44, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) after a motor vehicle stop, at which
time the officer smelled the strong odor of
alcohol. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Friday, March 5, Marcus Atkinson, 20,
of Elizabeth was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Friday, March 5, Thomas Davis, 26, of
Paterson was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Friday, March 5, Timothy Whitmore,
23, of Millington and Brianna Carisone,
20, of Neshanic were arrested and charged
with possession of prescription drugs af-
ter a motor vehicle stop at which time the
officer observed the drugs. According to
police, neither individual had a proper
prescription for the drugs. Both were trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed
and released.

Saturday, March 6, Clifford Gordan,
21, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Saturday, March 6, a resident of
Maddaket Drive reported that her former
business associate has called and yelled at
her multiple times before hanging up.

Sunday, March 7, an employee of a
Route 22 business reported that a cus-
tomer attempted to make a purchase with
a counterfeit $20 bill. According to po-
lice, when the employee asked the cus-
tomer about the authenticity of the bill,
the customer fled the store.

Sunday, March 7, a resident of Rahway
Road reported that someone entered her
residence and removed an undetermined
amount of money.

Sunday, March 7, a resident of Rahway
Road reported that someone withdrew
money from her bank account without her
authorization.

Sunday, March 7, Ricky Antone, 27, of
Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Sunday, March 7, Charles Moss, 23,
and Kirtis Pettiway, 23, both of Newark,
were arrested and charged with posses-
sion of marijuana after a motor vehicle
stop at which time the officer smelled the
strong odor of burnt marijuana. They
were transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, March 2, a resident of

Longview Drive reported that her credit
card company notified her regarding sus-
picious charges to her credit card. Ac-
cording to police, the charges, totaling
$820.87, took place at a Walmart in
Fredericksburg, Va. The victim told po-
lice she has never been to Fredericksburg
and the credit card has been cancelled,
authorities reported. The incident is un-
der investigation.

Tuesday, March 2, an officer responded
to the Bank of America branch on Moun-
tain Avenue on the report of fraud. Ac-
cording to police, a technician servicing
the bank’s ATM noticed a credit card
skimming device had been placed on the
machine. The manager told police he
believes the device was placed on the
machine on February 17.

Wednesday, March 3, a resident came
into police headquarters to report that
someone had taken money out of her
Bank of America account without her
authorization. According to police, the
victim last used her debit card on Febru-
ary 26. The victim noticed a fraudulent
debit of $1,005 while banking online and
notified the bank, police reported. The
bank confirmed that $500 and $503 were
taken out of her account from ATM ma-
chines in Illinois.

Wednesday, March 3, a resident came
into police headquarters to report $1,000
was missing from her 15-year-old son’s
bank account. According to police, the

victim received a text from the bank stat-
ing that the account had been frozen due
to an alert. On two separate occasions,
$500 was removed from an ATM ma-
chine in Illinois, police reported. The
victim last used his debit card at the Bank
of America branch on Mountain Avenue
on February 25.

Wednesday, March 3, a resident came
into police headquarters to report $1,409
was missing from his Bank of America
account. According to police, the victim
received a call from the bank advising
him his account had been the target of
fraudulent activity. The victim stated that
he frequently uses the ATM at the Bank
of America branch on Mountain Avenue.
Two of the fraudulent charges were for
$503 and the third was for $403 from an
ATM in Illinois, police said.

Wednesday, March 3, a resident of
Belair Court reported that two Comcast
trucks were parked near her residence and
the workers appeared to be working on
the telephone poles. According to police,
after the homeowner went out to get her
mail and returned inside, she received a
phone call from one of the workers asking
if they could come inside her home to test
the signal. She felt uncomfortable letting
the worker inside and refused, police said.
The homeowner then saw one of the work-
ers walk across her property and cut the
wire to her cable and Internet, police
reported. She subsequently called
Comcast, which was unaware of any work
being performed in the area and told her
the company would send someone out to
repair the cable, authorities said.

Thursday, March 4, a resident came
into police headquarters to report that
someone removed $403 from her account
at an ATM in New York City. According
to police, the victim stated that she uses
the ATM at the Bank of America on
Mountain Avenue, at which time she was
informed of the fraudulent activity that
has been taking place at that location.
Bank of America was notified of the
fraudulent withdrawal, police said.

Friday, March 5, a resident came into
police headquarters to report fraudulent
activity involving her Bank of America
account. According to police, five fraudu-
lent withdrawals were made from the
victim’s account, all at ATM machines in
Illinois. Bank of America had notified the
victim of the fraudulent withdrawals,
police said.

Friday, March 5, a resident came into
police headquarters to report fraudulent
activity on her Bank of America account.
According to police, two withdrawals
were made from her account, both at an
ATM in Illinois. The victim stated that
she last used her debit card at the Bank of
America ATM on Mountain Avenue on
February 25.

Friday, March 5, a resident came into
police headquarters to report that he re-
ceived notification from his bank indicat-
ing that his account had been compro-
mised and that his account was now locked
to avoid any further fraudulent activity.
According to police, $2,000 was removed
from the victim’s account, all at ATMs in
Illinois between March 1 and 2. The com-
promised card has been destroyed, police
said.

Friday, March 5, Carl E. Fish, 68, of
Elizabeth was picked up at the Essex
County jail and charged with an outstand-
ing warrant out of Mountainside.

Saturday, March 6, a resident came
into police headquarters to report that
Bank of America had contacted him re-
garding fraudulent charges involving his
bank account. According to police, mul-
tiple fraudulent ATM withdrawals were
made in Illinois, totaling $1,925.

Saturday, March 6, a resident came
into police headquarters to report that
Bank of America had contacted her re-
garding suspicious activity involving her
checking account. According to police,
multiple fraudulent ATM withdrawals
were made in Illinois, totaling $1,483.50,
between February 2 and 3.

Saturday, March 6, a resident came
into police headquarters to report a lost or
stolen license plate. According to police,
the victim was told to turn in the remain-
ing plate to the Department of Motor
Vehicles and obtain new plates.

Saturday, March 6, a resident came
into police headquarters to report he was
the victim of credit card fraud, stating he
was contacted by Bank of America on
March 3 regarding two suspicious trans-
actions, totaling $700, that took place at a
Chase Bank in Chicago, Ill. The compro-
mised check card was destroyed and a
new one was issued, police reported.

Saturday, March 6, a resident came
into police headquarters to report that an
attempt to withdraw cash from her check-
ing account on March 4 was unsuccessful
due to the bank denying the transaction on
two separate occasions. The compromised
card was destroyed and a new card was
issued, police said.

Saturday, March 6, a resident came
into police headquarters to report that she
was contacted by Bank of America re-
garding a transaction in the amount of
$400 involving her account that occurred
at a bank in New York. According to
police, the compromised card was de-
stroyed and a new card was issued.

Monday, March 8, Jerry O. Bradley,
35, of Newark was transported from the
Essex County jail and charged with an
outstanding warrant in the amount of $590.

NAMI Event to Focus
On Guardians, Trusts
WESTFIELD – The Union County

chapter of the National Alliance on
Mental Illness (NAMI) will host a
program on Tuesday, March 23, at
7:30 p.m. at the American Legion
Post located at 1003 North Avenue
in Westfield.

Dr. Joan Kackasik of the Guard-
ianship Association of New Jersey,
an organization that provides sup-
port and advice to guardians and
other fiduciaries, and Ellen Ball
Nalven, executive director of PLAN
NJ, a trust administrator for special
needs trusts, will discuss guardian-
ship, protective arrangements and
trust arrangements for persons with
mental illness. The setting will be
informal and audience participation
will be welcome.

For further information, call (908)
233-1628 or e-mail
nami.union.nj@nami.org. Informa-
tion also is available at nami-nj-uc.org.

The Allstate Foundation Awards Ron Bansky
2010 Agency Hands in the Community Award

WESTFIELD – Ron Bansky of
Westfield, an Exclusive Agent with
Allstate New Jersey Insurance
Company, was recently awarded a
2010 Agency Hands in the
Community Award for his
dedication to community service.
Mr. Bansky has been a prominent
supporter of and advocate for
Liam’s Room, a non-profit
organization in Westfield that aims
to provide comfortable family
rooms in hospitals for those with
chronically ill children.
Last year, the organization opened

its first ever “Liam’s Room” at
Overlook Hospital in Summit. In
addition to providing this warm and
inviting space for families, Liam’s
Room also funded the attendance
of Overlook medical staff for a
conference focused on advancing
pediatric palliative care. The
organization hopes to open more
comfortable family rooms in

additional locations. Through Mr.
Bansky’s Agency Hands in the
Community Award, Liam’s Room
will receive a $1,000 grant from
The Allstate Foundation.
“Liam’s Room is a wonderful

organization and it has been an
honor to volunteer for a group that
is comprised of such dedicated and
caring people,” said Mr. Bansky.
“As a local business owner, I think
it’s important to give back to the
community and support those
organizations that tug at the
heartstrings. It is my hope that this
grant will help Liam’s Room open
additional locations so that even
more families with ill children can
have their stressful hospital visits
feel more like a home away from
home and less like a hospital
room.”
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