
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, March 11, 2010 Page 5

Francis M. Smith, esq.
I’m the only attorney involved in your case.

Your personal injury gets my personal attention.

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

www.franksmithlaw.com

908-233-5800

The Law Offices of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ

Over 30 Years of
Experience Settling Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries

Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

The loan you want,
the service you deserve.

774 Central Avenue Westfield, NJ 07090
Phone: (908) 518-0800  Toll-Free: (866) 518-0800

web: www.westfieldmortgage.com
email: loans@westfieldmortgage.com

Licensed by the New Jersey Department of Banking and Insurance

President, Westfield Mortgage
NEIL SULLIVAN

Puglisi Insurance Agency
1831 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-5150

“We Service Our Clients.”
Our 68th Year

A Family Institution Providing

Multiple Lines Of Insurance.

Specializing in:

AUTO / HOME / BUSINESS

www.puglisi-insurance.com

Travelers of NJ

Selective - Progressive
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Tom Atkins Reminisces About Local
High School Basketball in the ’60’s

UCC to Close Sperry Observatory,
Convert to Additional Classrooms

Reader Disappointed Over Sperry
Astronomy Observatory Closing

After months of debate, numerous pro-
posals and public meetings, it is clear the
final national healthcare package is wrong
for New Jersey. Our United States Sena-
tors should finally listen to the majority of
New Jerseyans and support a fresh ap-
proach to reforming our health insurance
industry. That starts with voting ‘no’ on
the proposal working through the recon-
ciliation process now.

Right now Washington is broken, di-
vided by partisan politics and special in-
terests. Government does not have to
operate this way. Since his inauguration,
I have worked with Governor (Chris)
Christie and other leaders to develop a
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A must for businesses and organizations in the region.

As a lifelong resident of Union County,
I look forward to the day when our 21
municipalities can plan for the future in-
stead of being thwarted at every turn by
the bureaucracy known as COAH.

COAH – the Council on Affordable
Housing – was created by state law in
1985. It’s been a disaster ever since.
COAH has blocked development of all
kinds and run roughshod over vital com-
munity issues such as environmental qual-
ity and open space preservation.

County government has an up-close
close view of the problem because we
administer state and federal grants that
create new housing and restore blighted
properties. That, in turn, creates new busi-
ness opportunities and jobs throughout
Union County.

For the past 25 years COAH has slowed
the process down to a crawl, costing Union
County residents untold millions in lost
economic potential.

One main problem is that COAH is a
top-down system that invites error at ev-
ery turn. Developers often find their
projects blocked through no fault of their
own. Then they seek relief by suing local
governments. Taxpayers have to foot the
bill, as happened recently in Cranford.

The means to end this debacle is finally
within reach. Democratic Senator
Raymond Lesniak and Republican Sena-
tor Christopher Batemen have introduced
S-1, a bill that would abolish COAH and
replace it with a far more logical process
that respects local needs. Tandem legisla-
tion was introduced in the Assembly (A-
205) by Republican David Rible.

Jobs are created when shovels hit the
ground, and S-1 will break the logjam that
has blocked new projects for a genera-
tion. S-1 will finally make affordable
housing, economic development and qual-
ity of life work together as a team the way
they should, instead of pitting them against
each other as COAH does.

We can’t afford to let this opportunity
to slip through our fingers when thou-
sands of Union County families and busi-
nesses are facing financial ruin in the
midst of a global economic crisis.

Yet, in the face of all this, Cranford
Mayor Mark Smith and Westfield Mayor
Andy Skibitsky have come out against S-
1. What are they thinking?

Together, Cranford and Westfield have
a COAH obligation of more than 500 new
units of affordable housing. The numbers
may change somewhat, but the obligation
itself is not going to blow away and disap-
pear.

The fact is that affordable housing is
part of the civic infrastructure. You can’t
wish it away, no more than you can wish
away roads, bridges, or schools. What
you can do is plan wisely to ensure that
affordable housing benefits and improves
the whole community.

Fortunately, S-1 has the support of a
number of municipal officials and New
Jersey Governor Christopher Christie. I
am adding my vigorous support to these
bipartisan voices.

S-1 will help jumpstart our economy
and improve our communities by getting
more Union County residents back to
work, and that’s the bottom line.

Union County News

Daniel Sullivan�

Union County Freeholder �

Lesniak Bill, S-1, Would
Break COAH Logjam

bipartisan plan to reduce the size and
scope of our government. We are making
real progress to make New Jersey more
affordable for the middle class and hold
Trenton accountable for every dollar it
spends. Recently, the State Senate unani-
mously passed a series of public em-
ployee benefit reforms that will bring
healthcare benefits more in line with the
private sector and save taxpayers at least
$300 million immediately.

In Trenton, working together we have
shown that change is something people
can believe in. It’s time our United Sates
Senators bring the same common-sense
approach to Washington.

Trenton News

By Senator Thomas Kean, Jr., Westfield
Senate Minority Leader, GOP, LD-21

Final Health Care Bill
Is Wrong for New Jersey

Letters to the Editor

Effective July 21, 2010, Union
County’s communities will lose what has
been a valuable educational resource for
the past 43 years.

The board of trustees and board of
governors of Union County College
(UCC) have decided to close Sperry Ob-
servatory and convert the space to addi-
tional classrooms. There will no longer
be a facility for the public to view the
heavens and hear lectures on space and
astronomy.

Along with the closing of the observa-
tory, the college has terminated its 45-
year contract with Amateur Astronomers,
Inc. (AAI). Through this contract, a mu-
tually beneficial relationship existed,
which provided the people of New Jersey
with a working observatory run by AAI
volunteers.

Since the observatory was built, AAI
members have operated the two tele-
scopes, among the largest in New Jersey,
for UCC faculty and students in support
of their astronomy courses. This is done
without cost to UCC.

In addition, the club helped conduct
adult continuing education courses, con-
ducted regular Friday evening public lec-

tures, conducted monthly general meet-
ings with world-renowned speakers, held
special public programs during important
celestial events and organized special
seminars for educators for the benefit of
the community.

During that time, thousands of Boy
Scouts, Girl Scouts, school children of all
ages and inquisitive adults passed through
Sperry Observatory and were enlightened
by AAI members. These volunteer contri-
butions have been acknowledged by state
legislators, local educators, civic groups
and the Cranford Chamber of Commerce.

UCC claims that it needs the extra
space for classrooms. A modest estimate
is that gutting and converting the building
would result in seats for only 80 students
out of the approximate 11,000 students
who attend UCC.

While AAI understands the value of
UCC to the community and appreciates
their need for additional seating, we do
not believe the community, as a whole, is
best served by the loss of Sperry Observa-
tory and the free services that have been
provided by AAI.

Gordon Bond, President
Amateur Astronomers, Inc.

I am writing to express my extreme
disappointment with the Union County
College plan to close the Sperry As-
tronomy Observatory, which is located
on its Cranford campus.

Given the proximity to a large subur-
ban community with many children, the
pending closure of the observatory will
create an educational void for young
people with an interest in science. In
particular, every Friday, the club opens
the observatory to the public and provides
an excellent venue to stimulate science
education. The club also has very reason-
able membership fees.

I have taken my children to the obser-
vatory and this exposure has enriched
their lives and interest in Astronomy. The
telescopes are advanced instruments and
represent an excellent laboratory to learn
about astronomy, as well as celestial navi-
gation, astrophotography and optics.

I know of no better way to learn about
these topics than to have real instruments
to work with.

It is a treasure to have such advanced
instruments right at our backdoor. What a
travesty to shut it down to make way for
a small classroom, which will not even be
proximate to the campus buildings.

Nicholas Karter
Westfield

Before I was township manager in
Scotch Plains for over 28 years, basket-
ball was quite important to me. I was co-
captain of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SP-F) team in 1966-67, so
I enjoy reading Bruce Johnson’s articles
on Westfield athletics, particularly when
he really goes back in time as only Bruce
can do. His article last week on Westfield
basketball really got my attention.

He indicated that the 1966-67 Westfield
team had a record of six wins and 12
losses. Since I played against that team
often through my high school years, I
thought that Bruce must have been wrong.

How could that team have been 6-12, I
thought? They walloped us by 20 in the
first game we played, and they beat a
terrific Plainfield team that was ranked
second in the county. Plainfield eventu-
ally lost the County Championship game
to St. Patrick’s of Elizabeth (not much has
changed over the 40-plus years).

For the Westfield folks who might be
thinking, “So, we beat Scotch Plains by
20 – what’s the big deal?” Scotch Plains
won the Watchung Conference that sea-
son, winning 13 conference games in the
process. I decided to do some research on
my own; Bruce had to be incorrect, I felt.

In checking over my scrapbook (main-
tained most capably by my mom back
then), it seems that Westfield had eight
wins through February 3, 1967 – in addi-
tion to Scotch Plains and Plainfield, in-
cluded Berkeley Heights twice, Hillside,
Summit, Clark and Cranford.

They were definitely not a .500 team,
much to my surprise. Some of their losses
included Scotch Plains (the second time),
Rahway and Springfield twice, South
Plainfield, Thomas Jefferson (Elizabeth),

Cranford, Linden, Hillside and Clark.
I was stunned. That Westfield team

had some talent and fine players. What
could have gone wrong?

Some years, teams win all or most of
their close games, always pulling out last-
minute victories. That Westfield team
was the opposite. They lost eight games
by seven points or less. They lost at least
three games by only a single point.

They were also quite inconsistent. Their
best player and high scorer, Glenn
Whitmore, could score 20 or 25 one game
and then get four points the next. Their
second-highest scorer, Paul Jones, could
also get 20 one night and only five the
next. But for Westfield to beat that
Plainfield team was quite an accomplish-
ment. So when they played well, they
were quite effective.

SP-F was not the most talented team
that year, but we won most of our close
games. Springfield and Rahway had more
talent. Westfield and Cranford were de-
cent. However, SP-F by far had the most
talent in 1968 the year after I graduated,
but we lost the Conference Champion-
ship to Westfield in a playoff game.

Scotch Plains had outstanding players
like Dan Jayson and Jim McDede but
could not defeat the Westfield club in the
conference playoff game that season.

Westfield was led by senior point guard
Mark Reddy and junior center Tom Scott.
Both Reddy and Scott were starters on
that 66-67 Westfield team but won the
league title the very next season.

Keep the articles coming on athletics. I
look forward to reading them.

Tom Atkins,
Fanwood

Atlas-Berney Announces
Bid for Mountainside BOE

MOUNTAINSIDE — Marilyn Atlas-
Berney of Mountainside has announced
her candidacy for the Mountainside Board
of Education. The election will be held on
Tuesday, April 20.

An attorney by profession, Ms. Atas-
Berney has resided in the borough for
over seven years and said she is “looking
forward to the opportunity to become an
integral part of the community.”

“I want the best for our children and
look forward to volunteering my time and
my voice to help make decisions that will
result in a more successful school system
and harmonious administration. While we
are facing a tough budget year, I believe
we can continue to demand and achieve
great things within our school system,”

Ms. Atlas-Berney said.
Currently, Ms. Atlas-Berney and her

husband, Michael Berney, have two chil-
dren in the Mountainside school system.
The candidate said she plans to donate a
portion of contributions to her campaign
to the Mountainside Education Founda-
tion.

For more information, e-mail Ms. At-
las-Berney at mabesq@verizon.net.

Foundation Helps Those

With Pediatric Cancer
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Investors

Savings Bank Foundation, which
provides charitable funding to not-for-
profit programs in the communities the
bank serves, has awarded $1,000 to the
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation (ECF).
The grant will support ECF’s outreach

to families with a child or children
battling cancer. These include in-home
caseworker services; emergency
financial relief and emotional support
and advocacy on behalf of patients and
families. Carol Davis, M.A., L.P.C.,
managing director of ECF, said, “The
generosity of organizations like the
Investors Savings Bank Foundation
helps us provide healing and hope to
families struggling with a pediatric
cancer diagnosis.”
“For more than 25 years, the

Emmanuel Cancer Foundation has
been providing critical support to those
most in need,” said Investors Savings
Bank President and CEO Kevin
Cummings. “We’re glad to play a role
in the pursuit of their mission.”

Paid Bulletin Board

www.goleader.com/express

SP Police Seeks Law
Enforcement Explorers

The Scotch Plains Police Department
is looking for motivated Scotch Plains
and Fanwood individual’s ages 14 to 18
to become Law Enforcement Explorers.
This is an exciting opportunity for you to
learn about law enforcement from Scotch
Plains Police Officers, to serve your com-
munity, and to learn leadership and life
skills. We are presently in our recruiting
phase of this program.

For further information, please contact
Officer Matt Mahoney at (908) 322-7100,
extension no. 109 or you can pick up an
application at the police headquarters
lobby (430 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains).

Officer Matt Mahoney
Scotch Plains Police Department

GET YOUR MESSAGE OUT

GOLEADER.COM/
EXPRESS

Liberty Hall Museum
To Host Easter Egg Hunt

UNION – Liberty Hall Museum at
Kean University will host several activi-
ties for children and visitors of all ages in
April, beginning with the annual Easter
Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 3, at noon.

Inspired by the famous White House
Easter Egg Roll, children will explore the
museum’s 11 acres and search for small
treasures hidden throughout the historic
landscape. Children can take photos with
the Easter Bunny following the Easter
Egg Hunt. Admission is $5 per child and
reservations are required. An adult must
accompany children.

The Celebration of Spring Afternoon
Tea is served on Wednesday, April 14,
from 2 to 4 p.m. Set in the glass-enclosed
porch, guests enjoy a selection of sand-
wiches, pastries, scones and clotted cream,
jams and choice of two teas. The cost is
$33 per person and includes a house tour.
Reservations are required.

On Sunday, April 25, from 1 to 3 p.m.,
Liberty Hall will host a child’s afternoon
tea and fashion show, The Girls of Lib-
erty Hall, recommended for parents and

girls ages 4 to 14. Guests will be treated to
a luncheon of scones, breads, finger sand-
wiches, sweet treats, lemonade, iced tea
and sherbet punch on authentic china
while watching a fashion show of repro-
duction historic children’s clothing from
colonial times through the early 20th cen-
tury. Children will dress up, play games
and earn prizes. Children are encouraged
to bring their American Girl doll or any
other favorite doll as their special guest.
The cost is $24 per person. Reservations
are required.

Liberty Hall is located at 1003 Morris
Avenue in Union. It is open to the public
Monday through Saturday from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m.

For more information or to make reser-
vations, call (908) 527-0400, e-mail
libertyhall@kean.edu or visit kean.edu/
libertyhall.

Rep. Lance Votes ‘No’
On $15 Billion Jobs Bill

WASHINGTON – Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7th) said, “Like many of my colleagues,
I believe it is imperative that Congress
focus on job creation and economic growth.
But [the] so-called jobs bill spends yet
another $15 billion on proposals that will
do little to jump-start our economy.

“The American people are tired of
spending billions of dollars on govern-
ment programs that will do little to im-
prove the employment prospects for most
Americans.” Visit lance.house.gov/jobs
to learn more about this issue.

Penalties for Illegal Use
Of ‘Bump Keys’ Passes

TRENTON – A measure sponsored
by Senator Nick Scutari (LD-20, Lin-
den), which would create penalties for
using a “bump key” – a manufactured
or modified key used to pick cylinder
locks – to commit a burglary was unani-
mously approved February 22 by the
full Senate.

Mr. Scutari’s bill, S-189, would re-
classify the manufacturing or posses-
sion of a “bump key” with intent to
commit a crime as a fourth-degree of-
fense, which carries penalties of up to 18
months in prison and fines of up to
$10,000. Under current law, the manu-
facturing of and or theft using a “bump
key” is classified as a disorderly persons
offense, which carries a fine of $1,000
and up to six months in prison.

Sen. Scutari said the manufacture or
use of “bump keys” is illegal only when
paired with intent to commit a crime.
Locksmiths working on a job would not
be in danger of penalty under this legisla-
tion.

 This measure now heads to the As-
sembly for consideration.
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