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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Chitra – The Indian spotted hog deer
2. Hierodule – A Greek temple slave
3. Intertrigo – An eruption of the skin

produced by friction of adjacent parts
4. Tocsin – An alarm bell

ABACIST
1. One who casts accounts with a cal-

culator
2. A tile or square in a mosaic pave-

ment
3. One who destroys one’s sight by

placing a red-hot basin close to the eyes
4. A skylight

TASSIE
1. A small cup
2. Armor for the thighs
3. Clay for making melting pots
4. Tea time

YACH
1. To boast or brag
2. To come up suddenly
3. An exclamation of despair or hope-

lessness
4. Strong beer or ale

SPOLIATE
1. To wither or wilt
2. To trap; snare
3. To plunder or rob
4. To coil or wind roundMountain Ave. to Be Resurfaced,

But ‘Why No New Curbing?’

Posing President Obama as Hitler
In Front of Fed. Bldg. is ‘Slander’

IRS Agent Hunter’s
Spirit ‘Lives On’

On February 18, a small plane was
intentionally crashed into a building in
Austin, Tex. where almost 200 IRS em-
ployees work. This wanton act of vio-
lence took the life of Vernon Hunter, 68,
who served his nation as an IRS employee
for almost three decades.

In today’s world, it is difficult for some
to see beyond the labels – to see the
person. Mr. Hunter worked for the IRS –
a difficult and demanding job. But he did
his job fairly and he did it well. He was a
dedicated public servant who respected
taxpayers and their rights.

There are tens of thousands of Vernon
Hunters working at the IRS helping tax-
payers navigate a difficult tax code, that
we did not write, and collecting the taxes
to keep our nation vibrant and strong.

For some in America, the IRS will
always be viewed as a faceless bureau-
cracy. But they are wrong. In fact, it is an
organization of hard-working people
whose love of country and spirit of public
service were embodied in Vernon Hunter
– a spirit that lives on in them today. I
sincerely hope that is one lesson we can
learn from this terrible tragedy.

Doug Shulman, IRS Commissioner,
Washington, D.C.

In conversations I have had with resi-
dents and then reading last week’s letter
to the editor, it occurred to me that per-
haps not all residents are aware of the
property owners’ responsibilities with
respect to the sidewalks adjacent to their
properties. I thought it best to take this
opportunity to reaffirm those responsi-
bilities, thank those who regularly fulfill
them, and ask those who perhaps were not
aware of them to please comply from this
point forward in the name of pedestrian
safety.

To reaffirm, it is the property owner by
ordinance who is responsible for main-
taining the sidewalk adjacent to their prop-
erty. This responsibility includes snow
shoveling. And if you own a corner prop-
erty as I do, that responsibility extends to
the section of the sidewalk that leads to
the crosswalk.

At this time, I do think it is important to
answer Mr. Redden’s question in last
week’s Leader with an emphatic “no.”
The DPW (Department of Public Works)
staff, most of them fathers themselves, do
not “hate kids” as Mr. Redden posed. To
the contrary, the DPW staff worked for 32
hours straight during the last storm plow-
ing the 380 roads in town, as well as
tending to the public buildings, the public
parking lots, the parklands, and the side-
walks adjacent to the public facilities.
(The Westfield School District is respon-
sible for clearing the sidewalks adjacent
to the schools.) Keeping in mind that
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By Andrew Skibitsky
Mayor of Westfield

It Is Residents’ Responsibility
To Shovel Crosswalks

plows are only capable of pushing the
snow, not removing it, snow piles are
inevitable, the frequency and dimensions
of which depend upon the total snow
accumulation. I spent many hours riding
along with the Superintendent of Public
Works to observe the plowing operations
first hand and can attest to the effective
training and supervision of the very expe-
rienced DPW staff, a staff that is trying
very hard to “do more with less” as their
manpower levels have decreased by three
full-time positions in the past year alone.
While I share Mr. Redden’s concern for
the schoolchildren, his negative comments
towards the DPW staff were misdirected.

Of course, while sidewalks are the ad-
joining property owner’s responsibility,
it is the town’s responsibility to maintain
the municipal roadways and certainly this
has been particularly challenging this
winter, with over 33 inches of snowfall in
two major storms during February alone.
I want to thank the residents who con-
tacted the town to report problem spots so
that they could be addressed as quickly as
possible. Let me reassure residents that
the town tracks the calls it receives as part
of a continual effort to evaluate its opera-
tions and make adjustments and improve-
ments when needed.

Let me know if you have any ques-
tions.

Andy Skibitsky
Mayor of Westfield

When it Snows:

Why Arrest a
Snowwomen?

Editor’s Note: During the last snow-
storm, Rahway’s Eliza Gonzalez, along
with her children, sculpted a “nude”
snowwoman. When authorities were
alerted by an anonymous complaint, a
Rahway police officer instructed the fam-
ily to “clothe” the snow sculpture. The
family eventually did so with a bikini top
and sarong.

Don’t the Rahway City Council and
the local police department have any-
thing better to do than waste what little
tax dollars are left in the wallets and
pocketbooks of the citizens?

To be arresting snow women is just a
waste of tax dollars. Spending money on
such frivolous things will only further
place Union County within the top five
costliest counties in the United States in
which to live.

I can just see the police hauling in the
snowwoman before the judge. Will he
ever have a mess on his hands.

Vincent Lehotsky,
Allsbrook, S.C.

Neighbors Object to
Gumbert Park Add’ns
Editor’s note: This letter was sent to

the mayor and council members of
Westfield.

We, the neighbors of South Fourth
Avenue, South Chestnut, Salter Place,
and Benson Avenue, a significant section
of homes in Ward 2, object to the place-
ment of any loudspeakers, external lights,
outdoor advertising signs or snack bar at
the Gumbert Park ball field location that
change the quality of life in our neighbor-
hood. Construction of which already
seems to have begun. Our entire closely-
knit neighborhood has worked coopera-
tively in the past with the Recreation
Commission in the relocation of the stor-
age facility, currently located on the South
Chestnut ball field, from its prior location
on South Fourth. We were tolerant of the
addition of a second story to this building,
done without neighborhood consultation.
We intend to work with the Recreation
Commission to control those quality-of-
life issues mentioned above.

Joe Valentine
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Editor’s note: This letter was sent to
Tom Mineo, county engineer, and copied
to the newspaper.

It has come to our attention, through
The Westfield Leader, a schedule for re-
paving several streets is planned; Moun-
tain Avenue being one of those streets.
While we look forward to having a new
road surface, we would like to know why
no new curbing is scheduled? How can
you truly do a complete job, with no
curbing for abutment? Are you just resur-
facing, or are you milling the road first? In
our opinion, if a complete milling and
resurfacing is planned it is absurd not to
include new curbs.

We have resided at this address since
1973, and for the past 15 years there have
been no curbs in front of our home. Most
of Mountain Avenue is without curbing,
due to deterioration, snow plowing, etc.

Many other county roads in our area have
had new curbing put in, but not Mountain
Avenue.

For a little history, my mother-in-law
moved into this address when the house
was new (she was about five years old),
Mountain Avenue was then dirt. I don’t
think the curbing has ever been replaced,
since the first curbing was installed. We
have lived here 38 years, and my mother-
in-law lived here for 55 years. Yes, our
house is over 90 years old.

Knowing there are budget crises in all
of our lives, it still doesn’t make sense to
do one without the other. Perhaps you can
put in new curbing this year, and a new
road next year.

We look forward to hearing from you,
as to why no new curbing is scheduled.

Thomas and Dorothy Hackett
Westfield

I am writing with concern about the
defaming display of our President in the
front of a federal building in town. I
understand our First Amendment rights,
but posing our President as Hitler in front
of the Westfield Post Office feels quite
like an attack on the President of the
United States and pure slander. That of
which I do not want my children to see,
nor do I, when we are going to mail our
letters to Grandma.

I would go as far as to say they are
creating a sense of treason and it makes
me, and I know many others, feel very
uncomfortable. I do not believe I am the
only one who finds it disturbing and of-
fensive. For many reasons it seems it
should be banned or at least moved to
another location.

I recall the protestors against President
Bush when he came to town were denied
the permission to convene near a federal
building; instead, they had to stand by
North Avenue and Broad Street. If our
newfound ornery protestors want to set

up shop, and insist on displaying in front
of a federal building, maybe they should
try the Armory and spew their blasphemy
to oncoming traffic instead of everyday
citizens trying to take care of their busi-
ness.

Perhaps we need to reinstate the Alien
and Sedition Act. which prohibits, “false,
scandalous, and malicious writing or writ-
ings against the government of the United
States, or either house of the Congress of
the United States, or the President of the
United States, with intent to defame…or
to bring them…into contempt or disre-
pute; or to excite against them…hatred of
the good people of the United States, or to
stir up sedition within the United States,
or to excite any unlawful combinations
therein, for opposing or resisting any law
of the United States, or any act of the
President of the United States.”

Jennifer Lamb-Principato
Westfield

The State’s Fiscal Crisis Leads to
Uncertainties’ in BOE Budget Process

Mountainside BOE Should Not
Have Withheld Candidate Names

As a community newspaper, we take the reporting of
local elections very seriously. This past Monday, we
reported on candidates filing for seats on our local school
boards. As normal, Westfield, Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
Garwood and Cranford released the names of those who
filed nominating petitions; but Mountainside officials
mysteriously refused, saying the signatures on the peti-
tions had not been verified. Business Administrator Roderic
McLaughlin told us he could not release the names due to
the possibility of challenges and/or candidates withdraw-
ing. Even a candidate called us and asked if we knew.

Under rules set by the state’s Department of Education,
Monday, March 8, was the last day for Board of Education
(BOE) candidates to withdraw their candidacies with
Friday, March 5, having been the last day for persons to
file objections/or challenges to a nominating petition.
That said, in our opinion, it is the responsibility of the
local districts to release the names of those persons filing
petitions for BOE seats. If a candidate withdraws, let us
know and we will report that to our readers. What the
Mountainside BOE has done, however, is to withhold
public information – for what purpose, we don’t know.

Mr. McLaughlin invited us to photograph Wednesday’s
ballot drawing, which makes the candidates “official” in
the eyes of school board administrators. We’re not sure
what purpose this photography session would serve, and
it’s a public event open to all where an invitation is not
needed. We do not understand why this information was
withheld in the first place, and we encourage Mountainside
residents to object to this tactic in the future.

The district’s action follows a long list of strange things
that have occurred in the Mountainside school district
over the past few years. A few examples: Former Business
Administrator Paul Vizzuso was fired in 2005 for sloppy
bookkeeping. Auditor Robert Morrison later said his
audit of the district that year was “the most challenging”
he had ever completed.

Previously, Board President Richard Kress was sus-
pended from practicing law due to “deceitful” and “fraudu-
lent” representations of clients.

We remain baffled as to why simple reporting of public
information seems so difficult all these years in the case
of the Mountainside BOE. There is no need for an adver-
sary position to exist between the BOE and the public.

On March 2, seven of the nine Westfield
Board of Education members attended
Acting Commissioner of Education Bret
Schundler’s presentation to the Garden
State Coalition of Schools. As I sat in the
audience listening to Mr. Schundler talk
about the hope he has for the future of
education in New Jersey, I was struck by
how many uncertainties there are in the
budgeting process this year.

One thing is for certain, the State of
New Jersey is experiencing a fiscal crisis.
That crisis led the state to withhold
$196,000 of state aid from the current
Westfield school budget. The amount of
state aid that will be sent next year is not
known. There is sure to be some informa-
tion about state aid in the governor’s
March 16 budget speech. Mr. Schundler
hinted that we may hear the following in
the governor’s speech:

1. The federal government infused $1
billion into the state budget last year.
There will be no infusion this year. There-
fore, the state is starting with less revenue
than it did last year;

2. The state-aid reductions will not be
the same across the state. The example

given was a district that receives $20
million won’t make payroll if it loses 15
percent, whereas a district that receives
$1 million from state aid has more ability
to absorb a 15-percent cut. (Westfield
receives approximately $5 million from
the state.);

3. Lastly, if state aid is cut below the
level received last year, the budget cap is
no longer a hard cap and districts can
decide whether to go above the 4-percent
cap.

The governor’s speech is less than a
week away. The state-aid numbers will be
distributed to the districts on March 18.
Twelve days later, on March 30, the
Westfield board will have the final budget
vote. As chair of the Finance Committee,
I welcome your comments about the bud-
get. You can contact the board at
boe@westfieldnjk12.org or attend a pub-
lic meeting on March 16, March 23 or
March 30. These board meetings are held
at 8 p.m. at 302 Elm Street.

Julia Walker, V.P.
Westfield BOE

Candidate for Re-election

Westfield Board of Education Candidate Slater
Says He Will ‘Bring New Ideas’ to Finance

As a parent of two, I have been fortu-
nate to see my children experience many
wonderful aspects of a Westfield educa-
tion. When my son, Harrison, entered
first grade at Tamaques School in 1999,
he had an extraordinary teacher named
Miss Loesner (now Mrs. D’Onofrio). Miss
Loesner made Harrison feel like a million
bucks — her warmth, dedication and en-
thusiasm provided the perfect foundation
for his journey through the Westfield
schools. My daughter, Georgia, has a
seventh grade English teacher at Roosevelt
Intermediate School who brings her “A
game” every day. Miss Hodges’ intelli-
gence and creativity encourages students
to dig deep — to stretch their minds and
to write with great passion. It is teachers
like these, and the many other fine educa-
tors in town, that have inspired me to run
for the Westfield Board of Education
(BOE). I want to make sure every child in
Westfield has the opportunity to experi-
ence the magic of a superb teacher.

My decision to run for the BOE started
a few miles down the road in Springfield.
My public school education led me to

George Washington University, in Wash-
ington D.C. After graduation, I had a brief
but exciting career in broadcast journal-
ism, working for Larry King, Charlie
Rose and National Public Radio. I learned
a lot in those early days: the ups and
downs of the nonprofit world, how to set
priorities and how to make the most of
limited resources.

 As a financial advisor for the past 23
years, I have had the opportunity to work
with a diverse clientele. That experience
has shown me that everyone has different
values and goals, and different groups of
people have different financial priorities.
My experience has also taught me that
effective financial management is only
possible with proper planning. I believe
this holds true for public finances as well.

I am very proud of the detailed finan-
cial plans I have prepared for my clients
and their families over the past three
decades. Unfortunately, even effective
financial planning has become more dif-
ficult and complicated in this economy.
Many people are out of work, and the debt
levels, on personal, town, state and fed-

eral levels, have soared.
Proper financial management needs to

start with financial literacy. This, I be-
lieve, will be our gateway to a brighter
future – understanding our financial con-
straints and creatively working within
those constraints to maximize the benefit
of those dollars. Those who know me and
have worked with me know that one of
my biggest concerns is our children’s
lack of financial responsibility. We have
one of the lowest savings rate in the world
and our children do not seem to under-
stand the need to save. They have lived
their entire lives in an economy of plenty
and have not learned, in my view, the
concept of saving for a rainy day. I am
gratified to see legislation that will man-
date teaching financial literacy in our
high schools. This is an excellent first
step, but I feel that our children must learn
financial skills at an even earlier age.
That’s the only way to stop the current
trend: last year, more than 120,000 people
age 18-25 declared bankruptcy. To put
that into perspective, more people de-
clared bankruptcy last year than gradu-
ated from college. This is a challenge we
must face. We will have limited funds to
educate our children. We must incorpo-
rate into education an appreciation of the
value of money and an understanding of
fiscal responsibility. The best way to do
that is by setting a good example in the
way we run our schools and our house-
holds.

Westfield has a great education system
and a caring and dedicated board of edu-
cation. Many on the board have served for
nearly nine years, and they should be
commended and thanked. I believe,
though, that it is time for new and creative
ideas to manage the fiscal emergency that
our state education system is facing. I
believe that we need a board member who
has experience with budgeting and finan-
cial responsibility who can bring new
ideas on how to manage within our finan-
cial constraints. I can bring those facets to
the board and, equally important, I am
passionate about properly educating our
children and preparing them to become
informed and civic-minded citizens of
our future. I hope you will support my
candidacy. Please contact me to discuss
any of your education concerns at
slateronboard@gmail.com or on my
Facebook page (slateronboard2010).

Mitch Slater
Westfield

BOE Candidate Solomon: ‘Committed
To Providing Best Education Possible’
My wife, Amy, and I have lived in

Westfield for over 22 years. We moved
here for many of the same reasons other
people tell me they chose Westfield… the
great downtown, the relatively easy com-
mute, the colonial feel and the schools.
We have never regretted our decision.
Both our children have attended Westfield
public schools since kindergarten. Josh is
now a senior and David is a freshman,
both at Westfield High School (WHS).

Nine years ago I decided to volunteer
my time and become a member of the
Westfield Board of Education (BOE). I
did so believing that I brought a lot to the
table, but knowing that I had a lot to learn.
During my tenure on the board, I have
been a member of the Finance, Policy,
Facilities and Long Range Planning com-
mittees, and have served as chairman of
Finance, Policy and Facilities. I have been
the BOE liaison to the Tamaques, Franklin,
Roosevelt and WHS PTOs, as well as to
the town’s Recreation Commission and
the Communications Advisory Board.

I was involved with the selection of the
current superintendent of schools and the
Westfield High School principal, argu-
ably the two most critical positions in the
district. I have been a vocal advocate for
expanding our athletic programs and for
increased investment in appropriate tech-
nology. I was actively involved with the
funding, design and construction of the
new early childhood center at Lincoln
School; the renovations at Roosevelt; the
installation of several hundred new en-
ergy-efficient windows at Edison; the in-
stallation of the artificial turf field and
track at Kehler Stadium, as well as the
construction of the state-of-the-art sci-
ence wing and other upgrades at Westfield
High School.

Since I’ve been a member of the board,
we have succeeded in creating several
new programs that have allowed us to
bring some out-of-district students back
to our schools, creating a better educa-
tional experience for them and their fami-
lies and saving money at the same time.
Over the past couple of years, we have
instituted a district-wide energy educa-
tion program that has resulted in a savings
of several hundred thousand dollars per
year in utility costs. I have worked to craft
a budget each year I’ve been on the board,
having to deal with things like less state

aid, more state mandates, increasing
healthcare costs and higher enrollment,
all while maintaining, and indeed striving
to improve, the education we are commit-
ted to providing our students.

I am currently engaged, along with the
other members of the board, the adminis-
tration and members of the Westfield
community, with developing a new five-
year strategic plan, which will establish
the priorities we will place on such areas
as curriculum development, class size,
extra- and co-curricular activities. A com-
munity survey recently completed as part
of the strategic planning process demon-
strates that the community believes the
board and administration are doing a very
good job, and that many aspects of the
schools have improved significantly since
the last strategic plan conducted in 2003.
Our test scores are well above the state
average and are at the high end of the
range of similar districts, while our per-
pupil cost is below the average. Our gradu-
ation rate is nearly 100 percent and the
percentage of our graduates continuing
their education is also extremely high.

The Westfield school system is some-
thing we should all be proud of. I am. Yet,
I am also well aware that as good as we
are, there is always room for improve-
ment. I have consistently worked to make
our schools better, and will continue to do
so. I remain committed to providing the
best education possible for our children in
the most cost effective way possible.

I thank you for your past support, and
thank you in advance for your continued
support.

Richard Solomon
Westfield
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