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Five Candidates File
For Mountainside BOE

MOUNTAINSIDE — Five candi-
dates have filed for three seats on the
Mountainside Board of Education,
according to Business Administrator
Roderick McLaughlin.

They are: Lauren Elmblad,
Marilyn Atlas-Berney, James Rubin,
Christopher Minks and incumbent
Carmine Venes. Incumbents Gene
Nagel and Raymond Haggar are not
seeking re-election to the seven-
member board.
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MARKETING TROPHIES...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School students won first place in Creative Marketing at the state
DECA career development conference in Cherry Hill on February 28. The students are producing a business directory for
the Special Improvement District in Scotch Plains. Pictured, from left to right, are: seniors Mike Burke, Nick Jastrzebski
and Lauren Harnett with Steve Goldberg from Family Investors, senior Alex Davis and Tom Cusmano of Park Avenue
Printing. See release on page 16.

IRISH EYES…About 100 Girl Scouts in Fanwood-Scotch Plains gather February
19 to celebrate their “sisterhood” with Girl Scouts around the world. Each of the 12
troops prepared an exhibit of countries including traditional food, clothing, lan-
guage and landmarks. Among them were India, France, Greece, Poland, Tahiti,
Japan and Kenya. Pictured with two scouts is Troop 40500 Leader Janet Lambert.
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SEEING STARS…The Union County College Board of Governors and Board of
Trustees have decided to close the Sperry Observatory, which is housed on the
Cranford campus, effective July 21, and use the facility for additional classroom
space. The observatory serves as the home of Amateur Astronomers, Incorpo-
rated, a nonprofit organization that is objecting to the college’s decision.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CONGRESSIONAL RACE…Ed Potosnak of North Plainfield, in his bid for
Congress as a Democrat in the Seventh District, sat down with The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times Assignment Editor Paul Peyton last Thursday to discuss his
political views. See story on Page 2.

SP Zoning Bd. Opens Hearing
On Cell Tower In Hillside Cemetery

UCC Closes Observatory
Due to a Lack of Space

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s zoning board of adjust-
ment last week held the first of what
is likely to be several months of hear-
ings on an application by T. Mobile
and Verizon Wireless to install a cel-
lular antenna tower in Hillside Cem-
etery.

Close to 100 residents — from
both Scotch Plains and Edison —
attended last Thursday’s hearing,
which lasted about 75 minutes before
being adjourned due to the late hour.
Attorney Frank Ferraro, speaking on
behalf of the applicants, said the pro-
posed 125-foot-high monopole would
house nine T. Mobile antennas at the
118-foot level and 12 Verizon anten-
nas 10 feet lower. The pole would be
situated at the end of Frank Street off
Raritan Road, at the southern end of
the 129-acre cemetery, which is the
final resting spot for a varied array of
luminaries ranging from U.S. Sena-
tors and Congressmen to 1950s
Brooklyn Dodgers pitcher Joe Black
to comedian Dudley Moore.

Several variances are being re-
quested, including a use variance,
since cell towers are prohibited by
local ordinance, a height variance
and a fence height variance.

Mr. Ferraro cited a “significant gap”
in service coverage as a reason for
needing the new structure, which he
described as a “stealth tree mono-
pole,” similar, according to rendi-
tions shown, to the green branch-
covered monopole alongside the Gar-
den State Parkway just south of Exit
135. He said space would also be
made available for Scotch Plains
emergency services antennas, if
needed.

Glenn Pierson, a radio frequency
engineer, testified for an hour and
reviewed maps detailing what he said
were “dead zones” in service for both

T. Mobile and Verizon. He said the
height of the proposed pole was due
to a need for the antennas to be above
what he called “clutter,” meaning tall
trees that could interfere with signals.

Mr. Ferraro told the board he would
call three other expert witnesses — a
professional engineer, a professional
planner and a radio frequency emis-
sions expert — as the hearing moves
forward.

As with past cell tower applica-
tions, residents living nearby the pro-
posed site are expected to voice their
opposition, and in some cases will

have legal representation in present-
ing a formal case in objection. A
planning representative from the City
of Plainfield, which borders the cem-
etery, is expected to speak to the
board about the application.

Edison Councilman Robert
Karabinchak told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times he would speak on
behalf of a number of Edison resi-
dents who live in his district near the
cemetery and are opposed to the ap-
plication.

The hearing will resume at a spe-
cial meeting of the board on April 15.
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By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – The Union County
College (UCC) Board of Governors
and Board of Trustees have decided
to close the Sperry Observatory, which
is housed on the Cranford campus,
effective July 21 and use the facility
for additional classroom space.

“The college is experiencing in-
credible enrollment growth, possibly
connected to the unfortunate eco-
nomic climate,” Patricia McGuire,
executive director of marketing and

college communications, told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
“People that have been laid off are
coming back to school or enhancing
their careers. We are having space
issues and [seek to] reclaim the space
the astronomers had used.”

The observatory serves as the home
of Amateur Astronomers, Incorpo-
rated (AAI), a nonprofit organization
that is objecting to the college’s deci-
sion. Two representatives from AAI
have made a presentation to the col-

Zoning Bd. Honors Former
Chairman Jim Fawcett

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s zoning board of adjust-
ment last Thursday paid tribute to its
former chairman, Jim Fawcett, whose
15-year tenure ended when he was
not reappointed at the beginning of
this year.

After presenting Mr. Fawcett with
a plaque acknowledging his “long-
time service,” Board Chairman Ken
Anderson told Mr. Fawcett  that it had
been “an incredible pleasure to work
with you.” Mr. Anderson, whose ten-
ure on the board predates Mr.
Fawcett’s, also read a letter from
former Mayor Martin Marks extol-
ling Mr. Fawcett’s service.

Other board members weighed in
with accolades of their own, includ-
ing Vice-Chairman Tim Livolsi,
whose tenure on the board also pre-
dates Mr. Fawcett’s. Mr. Livolsi said
the former chairman “operated with
the highest level of integrity.” Board
member Rich Duthie told Mr. Fawcett
that he “did this job with class,” a
sentiment echoed by board member
Jim Pate. Board member Brian Doyle
said Mr. Fawcett “guided the board”
and that he would be missed.

Karen Steele, who joined the board
last year, told Mr. Fawcett she had
“learned a lot from you.”

Board member Susan Dinan told
the former chairman that she “ad-
mired the way you handled each and
every case.”

Mr. Fawcett spoke for 10 minutes,
saying he “enjoyed every minute” of
his time as a board member. He said
the zoning board was “relatively apo-
litical. We did our job...out of the
limelight.” He expressed hope that he
“always chaired with an even hand,”
and recalled the “wonderful relation-
ship” he had with previous township
mayors such as Mr. Marks and sev-
eral of his predecessors, dating back
to the 1990s, including Geri Samuel,
Robert Johnston and William
McClintock.

Later, Mr. Fawcett briefly alluded
to Mayor Nancy Malool’s decision

not to reappoint him to the board this
year, saying only that it was “her
prerogative” and that he was not
shocked by the move.

Mr. Fawcett characterized the board
in ways that choked him up briefly as
he recalled the numerous personal
milestones he and his colleagues had
marked together over the years, in-
cluding the births of children and
grandchildren, marriages and
children’s achievements. He singled
out Board Secretary Barbara Horev
for praise and called Board Attorney
Vince Loughlin “diligent” and “re-
sponsive.” Mr. Fawcett spoke to each
of the eight board members in atten-
dance last week, praising all and of-
fering words of encouragement to the
newer members. “The board is in
excellent hands,” he concluded.

Before finishing his remarks, Mr.
Fawcett warned the board of future
challenges, saying that Scotch Plains
still has “many parcels of land” ripe
for development. He singled out the
Parker Greenhouse property on Terrill
Road, Bowcraft Amusement Park on
Route 22 and Shackamaxon Country
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Climate Change Discourse Heats
Up at Fanwood Council Meeting

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Climate change
was back in the spotlight again at
Tuesday night’s monthly borough
council meeting.

Last week, at the governing body’s
agenda meeting, Mayor Colleen Mahr
and the council discussed a draft proc-
lamation, proposed by the borough’s
Environmental Commission, to have
Fanwood participate in Earth Hour
later this month.

Sponsored by the World Wildlife
Foundation, Earth Hour encourages
towns, businesses and residents to

turn off or dim their lights as much as
possible from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. on
Saturday, March 27.

Republican first-term councilman
Robert Manduca, at last week’s meet-
ing, disagreed with the language of
the proclamation pertaining to “fight-
ing climate change,” and suggested
revising it to encourage resource con-
servation, instead.

Several days ago, Mr. Manduca
also submitted an editorial that was
posted on an Internet news site, allud-
ing that the Earth Hour proclamation
came from Democratic Mayor Mahr’s
office and is part of a statewide politi-

cal campaign eventually intended to
set the stage for increasing gasoline
and electricity taxes.

Tuesday night’s meeting was at-
tended by Democratic Assembly-
woman Linda Stender (LD-22,
Fanwood), who noted that she is the
sponsor of an Earth Hour resolution
passed with “bi-partisan support” last
week by the full General Assembly.

Mrs. Stender characterized Earth
Hour as “the largest call to action on
climate change in history.”

“I know there are conversations
about whether [man-made climate
change] is real or not,” Mrs. Stender
said.“This is something where we
have a chance to bring some aware-
ness” as to the effects of climate
change.

All council members except Mr.
Manduca appeared to generally sup-
port the Earth Hour proclamation
Tuesday night.

“I appreciate the intent,” said Mr.
Manduca, “But [the proclamation]
still talks about action on climate
change,” he said, echoing his com-
ments last week suggesting there is
no scientific proof of man-made cli-
mate change.

Mayor Mahr responded, “I’m very
concerned with how this issue…has
actually resulted in attacks on my
character; I cannot allow that to go
unchecked.”

“If this is the type of divisive poli-
tics you want to play, I say ‘do it;’ but
don’t expect me to stand by and take
it,” Mayor Mahr said to Mr. Manduca,
who was unable to get the floor for a
reply.

“I don’t get to respond to your
theater crap?” asked Mr. Manduca.

“No,” replied Mayor Mahr. She
thanked the Environmental Commis-
sion for its efforts on the proclama-
tion, and noted that the borough will
participate in Earth Hour by turning
off or dimming “non-essential” lights,
and then moved forward with the rest
of the meeting’s agenda.

Councilman Anthony Parenti said
the governing body’s Administration
and Finance Committee met with the
Police and Public Works Departments
recently as part of efforts to review
the municipal budget “line by line.”

As a result, Mr. Parenti said, “We
have been able to eliminate some
duplication…and save money, with-
out reducing services.”

Councilman Parenti said other bor-
ough department heads will be asked
to “reduce their budgets to the best of
their ability and as best as they can.”

Mr. Parenti said “we cannot say
much more” about the municipal bud-
get, which has not yet been intro-
duced, until Governor Chris Christie
delivers his state budget address this
Tuesday, March 16.

“We’re going to need every dime
we can get from the state to keep
taxes down,” said Mr. Parenti. “We
will continue to work to keep that 20
percent [of the budget] that we do
control as low as possible.”

In other business, the governing
body approved resolutions changing
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Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!
Daylight Saving Time '10

Sunday, March 14, 2 a.m.


