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STAMPS GALORE...Various stamp collectors inspect the vertical display and
boxed lots at the Westfield Stamp Club’s 48th annual stamp show held last
Saturday in the community room of the Westfield Municipal Center.
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Freeholders to Vote on
Galloping Hill Bunkers

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders will hold a public
hearing tonight, March 11, prior to voting
on an ordinance funding the construction of
additional bunkers at Galloping Hill Golf
Course in Union. The previous hearing
scheduled for February 25 was cancelled
due to a snowstorm.

At the board’s February 11 agenda-set-
ting meeting, Armando Sanchez, director
of golf operations, said between 10 and 12
bunkers would be built. The golf course has
been undergoing significant improvements,
including construction of a banquet hall,
driving range and an education center.

The 34-stall driving range and education
center opened in the fall. Twenty of the
stalls are covered and heated for year-round
use. Upon completion this spring, the range
will feature 54 stalls, 40 of which will be
covered and heated, and a 40,000 square-
foot practice area.

The county also redesigned the remain-
ing six holes on Galloping Hill’s nine-hole
course, returning the course to a nine-hole,
par-33 layout. Galloping Hill also has a 27-
hole course.

At last Thursday’s regular freeholder
meeting, Cranford resident Jim Buettner
recommended that the county use “the same
free labor that destroyed the bunkers at Oak
Ridge” Golf Course when it was shut down
last year.

Kenilworth resident John Bury called the
additional bunkers “a dumb idea.”

In other business, Vivian Baker of NJ
Transit thanked the board for its support of
a resolution supporting the redevelopment
plan for a Transit Friendly Village around
the area of the Garwood Train Station.

She said the agency has been working
with the borough to provide additional train
service for commuters. The borough has
adopted its master plan “to support transit-
oriented development,” she said.

“We are very, very excited to work with
the borough and work with the county,” Ms.
Baker told the board.

Tom Vick of Westfield, executor direc-
tor of Jewish Family Services, thanked the
board for approving a resolution authoriz-
ing a $145,920 contract with the agency. He
said the funds would be used to support
home-health aid, homemaker and nursing
services in private homes of elderly resi-
dents.

“The array of services that Jewish Fam-
ily Services can provide as a result of fund-
ing from Union County Department of
Human Services and also through the Divi-
sion on Aging has really helped us to pre-
vent institutionalization of frail elderly

people into nursing homes,” he said, noting
that the elderly prefer to live in their own
homes as opposed to nursing homes.

During the public comment portion of
the meeting, Mr. Buettner questioned the
board as to why the bylaws of the county’s
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board have
been changed. He said the original set of
bylaws were “to recommend acquisition of
lands for park purposes” and to “maintain
open communication with Union County
residents” and the freeholders.

The new bylaws, he said, include im-
proving “the quality of life of Union County
residents,” “to cultivate and maintain a va-
riety of passive, active and social experi-
ences related to the Union County Park
System,” and “to uphold the tradition of
excellence and character of the Union
County Park System.”

Robert Barry, Union County counsel,
said the previous bylaws were adopted in
the early 1990s, “long before we estab-
lished an Open Space Trust Committee and
created the Open Space, Recreation and
Historic Preservation Trust Fund.” He said
with the creation of the Open Space Fund,
“there were duplications…so there was a
necessity to amend the bylaws for the parks
(and recreation advisory board) to make it
more in line with the current operations.”

“It leaves me a little bit confused as to
what the actual role now of this board is,”
Mr. Buettner said. “I feel we are on a
slippery slope… This group has been com-
pletely stripped of any goals and objectives
that meets with any dissemination of infor-
mation to help taxpayers and citizens know
what’s going on.”

On another matter, Mr. Bury read a list
of questions concerning the 2010 county
budget on behalf of the Union County
Watchdog Association. He asked for the
surplus balance as of December 31, 2009,
prior to the anticipation of using $24
million of this year’s budget, what addi-
tional revenues are expected from parks
and recreation in 2010, and what are the
$1.9 million in additional expenses in
golf operations this year.

Mr. Bury said overtime has been bud-
geted at $12 million in County Manager
George Devanney’s 2010 executive bud-
get.

“Are you trying to limit the number of
employees for benefits purposes or is this
the ideal amount or are you making any
efforts to hire or eliminate overtime?”
Mr. Bury asked.

Freeholder Deborah Scanlon reminded
county residents that the county’s St.
Patrick’s Day Parade will be held this
Saturday, March 13, beginning at 1 p.m.
on Morris Avenue in Union.

presentation to the college in hopes of
saving the observatory.

“They have asked us to reconsider
and the reasons why,” Ms. McGuire
said. “The college is taking their com-
ments under advisement as we look for
ways to meet their needs and fulfill our
space needs.”

According to AAI’s website,
asterism.org, Sperry Observatory be-
gan as a $150,000 endowment to the
college by Mrs. Frederick W.
Beinecke and son, William, and was
dedicated on May 21, 1967, in honor
of William Miller Sperry, Mrs.
Beinecke’s father. Mr. Sperry was a
local philanthropist and an avid ama-
teur astronomer.

In a letter sent to The Leader from
Gordon Bond, president of AAI, he
writes that the college, “along with
closing the observatory, has terminated
its 45-year contract with Amateur As-
tronomers, Inc. (AAI). Through this
contract, a mutually beneficial rela-
tionship existed, which provided the
people of New Jersey with a working
observatory run by AAI volunteers.”

Speaking to The Leader over e-mail,
Mr. Bond said AAI had a good working
relationship with UCC for 40 years. It
was only in the last six years that things
became “strained.”

“The former UCC administration
began asking for things not in our agree-
ment and did not seem to value all that
we contributed to the shared mission of
education,” Mr. Bond said in his e-mail.
“At one point, they demanded $5,000 a
year as ‘rent’ for using the building. Our
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Sperry Observatory Closes

Authority (RVSA) after working there
for three years. Mr. Paterson stated
that Mr. Casella had worked other
jobs, which allowed him to contrib-
ute to the state pension system and
would have allowed him to retire with
a pension of about $5,000 a year. But
because of current state pension rules,
after working only three years at the
RVSA, Mr. Casella will retire with a
pension of approximately $37,000.

He said that “schemes like this” are
the reason that the state pension sys-
tem is running out of funds, and voiced
concern for public employees who
may not be able to collect after work-
ing for many years.
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Garwood

Linda Condrillo for The Westfield Leader
ALBINO DEER SIGHTING…An albino deer was recently spotted on W.R.
Tracy Drive in Mountainside and is reportedly usually seen with a family of deer
(also present in the photo).

agreement has been [that] they would
maintain the building, and we would
provide the instrumentation and exper-
tise to operate it, along with conducting
our programs for the community and
the students/faculty.”

Mr. Bond said AAI calculated what it
would cost UCC to hire people to do
what the organization has done for free,
based on typical salaries. According to
him, a “conservative estimate is around
$90,000 a year.”

The observatory houses two of the
largest telescopes on the east coast for
amateur use. AAI maintains a com-
puter room, a machine shop and an
optical shop for amateur telescope-
making and repair. The observatory
also features a classroom and a library
of more than 1,200 books and periodi-
cals. The facility is open to the public
every Friday evening throughout the
year.

The present plan, according to Mr.
Bond, is to “gut” Sperry Observatory
and turn it into classroom space. It
would no longer serve as an observa-
tory for UCC students or the public.

“Again, the numbers just don’t add
up,” Mr. Bond said. “We would esti-
mate at best they would gain 60 to 80
seats out of an advertised student body
population of over 11,000. We appreci-
ate they may be pressed for space, but
so meager a gain doesn’t justify what
they will lose in terms of valued, free
resources for their students and good
will within the community.”

Mr. Bond stressed that regard-
less of what happens, AAI “remains
an active, viable astronomy club.”
The organization has spoken with
other potential host institutions and
would move its equipment to a new
venue.

However, the possibility that AAI
could remain at UCC still exists.

“As word has been getting out of
their decision, there has been a
grassroots groundswell of support from
the public that would appear to have
gotten the attention of the UCC Board
of Trustees,” Mr. Bond said. “They
have told us that they are interested in
reopening an official [dialogue] with us
to see if things can’t be worked out. It’s
still too early to say more at the mo-
ment.”

trator Jim Gildea said TV-36 would see
new leadership in the coming weeks.
Shortly, the town will announce that it
has replaced former director of opera-
tions Jamie Lynn Drohan with Ruben
Rodriguez, who served as a TV-36 tele-
vision editor and graphics supervisor,
as well as a part-time camera operator
for the station.

Mr. Gildea said, “There’s still no
change in how the department oper-
ates; it’s still a part-time director and
the part-time office staff.”

He also said the town is “actually

reducing the operating budget con-
siderably” because capital improve-
ments that occurred in 2009, such as
equipment purchases, were done on a
one-time basis and will not be recur-
ring.

Jennifer Sanguiliano visited the
Westfield Council, Tuesday, to an-
nounce that the Quest for the Cure, a
5K Run/Walk, will take place at Echo
Lake Park on Sunday, April 18, at 10
a.m., with check in at 8:30 a.m.

The event is presented by The Leu-
kemia & Lymphoma Society, Westfield
Running Company and Sanguiliano
Garden Center. All proceeds from this
run/walk will benefit The Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society. To learn more, call
Kelli Toner at (908) 956-6620 or e-mail
her at kelli.toner@lls.org.

Mr. Ciarrocca gave a presentation at
the beginning of the council meeting,
proclaiming March as Westfield Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad Month.

The rescue squad has provided pre-
hospital emergency care for 59 years.
The organization renders aid and assis-
tance to more than 30,000 people in
Westfield and neighboring towns. On
average, the squad responds to 2,500
emergency medical-service calls each
year.

Referring to the squad, Mr. Ciarrocca
said, “Nobody abides the spirit of
volunteerism more than you do.”

Susan Lagano, a squad member since
2008, said the organization is looking
for volunteers, including dispatchers,
who can contribute “for as little as four
hours a week.” To learn more, visit
westfieldrescuesquad.org.
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Westfield Town Council

south side of Lincoln Avenue from
Walnut Avenue to High Street.

The committee also passed a resolution
waiving interest on property taxes that
were paid a day late last month. Mayor
Mark Smith said that, although the tax
office was open on February 11, the heavy
snowfall had made it difficult for residents
to travel to the municipal building to make
their quarterly payment due that day. Those
who braved the elements on February 11
to make their payment may have been
charged late-payment interest that will
now be refunded.

Another resolution was passed re-
questing the state to establish munici-
pal service fees that would be paid to a
municipality — in this case Cranford
— by students attending colleges and
universities — such as Union County
College — that would, said Mayor

Smith, be used to help offset local costs
for various services used by the college
and its students, [such as police and fire
services].

Commissioner David Robinson said
the police department has issued sum-
mons to a trash hauler that had been
starting its residential collections ear-
lier than the mandated 6 a.m. Calling it
a “quality-of-life issue,” he said ordi-
nances pertaining to trash collection
will be enforced so that haulers are not
in residential areas too early.

Mayor Smith also read a proclama-
tion designating March as DeMolay
Month in Cranford. The DeMolay
organization, comprised of young
men aged 12-21, is a civic service
group.

The committee’s next regular meet-
ing is Tuesday, March 23.
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Cranford Council

a monument sign, locating food prepa-
ration in the supermarket’s basement
and displaying merchandise outdoors
and cart corrals.

In December 2009, Ms. Neville de-
termined that all of the proposed changes
– with the exception of the cart corrals
– would require a “d” variance.

Subsequently, Stop & Shop filed an
application requesting that the board
reverse Ms. Neville’s decision. Mr.
Geneslaw told the board that during the
special meeting he plans to have a
professional planner available for testi-
mony, as well as a professional engi-
neer.

When questioned by Board Chair-
man William Heinbokel as to whether
or not the applicant planned to com-
plete a traffic study with regards to the
proposed expansion, Board Attorney
Vincent Loughlin explained that since
the purpose of the special meeting was
simply an appeal of the zoning officer’s
decision, such testimony would not be
required.

Depending on the determination
made on the appeal during the special
meeting, the board could hear the full
case. The board offered March 24 for
the special meeting, which Mr.
Geneslaw declined, stating that he was
not available on that date. The board
then suggested May 12.

Saying he had expected the date se-
lected to have been in March or April,
and had not gotten availability from his
witnesses for dates in May, Mr. Geneslaw
tentatively agreed to the meeting on that
date, pending confirmation of availabil-
ity from his witnesses.

The special meeting will be held on
May 12 without any further notice,
officials said.
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Stop & Shop

(including prescriptions and dental)
dropping slightly by $173,647 from
$13,147,500 to $12,973,853 for a to-
tal salaries/benefits of $66,193,439,
which accounts for 70 percent of the
proposed $93-million budget.

* WF BOE NEWSFLASH *
Westfield Board of Education

spokeswoman Lorre Korecky has con-
firmed, Wednesday, that Susan
Conover has dropped her candidacy
for the BOE.
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