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DOUGHER SCORES 22 POINTS, OLIVER PUMPS IN 17

Raiders Jar Panthers, 62-58,
In Boys Hoops Season Finale

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three-pointers played a strong role
in helping the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys basketball team
keep pace with Bridgewater-Raritan’s
ferocious inside shooting in Scotch
Plains on February 24. But it was
perfect shooting from the free-throw
line in overtime that gave the 6-16
Raiders a 62-58 victory over the 7-16
Panthers in their last game of the
season.

Junior guard Pat Dougher played a
significant role in both parts as he led
a barrage of nine 3-pointers to finish
with a game-high 22 points, includ-
ing four from three-point range and
sank all four of his free throws in the
overtime period. Junior Chuck Oliver
also keyed in heavily with three 3-
pointers and hit both free throws in
overtime to finish with 17 points.

“We wanted to get the ball to our big
guys, but they (Panthers) went to a
box-in-one, so we started knocking
down threes. It worked,” Dougher said.

The Panthers had consistent suc-
cess penetrating the inside throughout
the game where point guard Sal Vitello
(7 points) slipped passes into Matt
O’Brien, Jude Weeks-Young (two 3-
pointers) and Justin Leeds, who fin-

ished with 20 points 17 points and
eight points, respectively. Junior for-
ward Derek Beck also added six points.

Junior forward Matt Jegede played
a major role for the Raiders and the
team with 10 rebounds and three
blocks, while adding a tipped ball and
an assist.

“He always pulls down a lot of
boards. That was big for us! They were
getting a lot of offensive rebounds, so
we needed him to step in, and he
grabbed them for us,” Dougher said.

The Panthers jumped to a 15-4 first-
quarter lead until Dougher banged
his first 3-pointer just before the
buzzer. His 3-pointer began an 8-0
run that ended with his second 3-
pointer, which forced the Panthers to
call a timeout with 5:35 left in the
second quarter. The Panthers snarled
with a 5-0 run, but Oliver silenced
them with his first 3-pointer to begin
a 16-5 Raider run that ended with
respective 3-pointers from Tim
Bonacum (7 points, assist), Alfredo
Pawid (assist, rebound) and Dougher,
resulting in a 28-25 lead at the half.

Weeks-Young drew first blood in
the third quarter, sinking a pair of free
throws, but Dougher banged his fourth
3-pointer to start a seesaw battle that
ended with the Panthers on the slightly

heavier end to win the quarter, 13-10,
tying the score at 38 each. Oliver hit
two more 3-pointers and two free
throws, but Weeks-Young hit a 3-
pointer and a pair of lay-ups, the
second one, which tied the score, 52-
52, and forced overtime.

Doran Nelson (8 points, 3 rebounds,
tipped ball) gave the Raiders a
jumpstart with a jumper and Bonacum
followed by sinking two from the
line. O’Brien rolled in two lay-ups to
knot the score then Oliver was fouled
and hit both free throws. With 27.7
seconds remaining, Dougher’s quick
reflexes snagged a Panther pass and
he was immediately fouled. He went
to the line and sank both free throws.
Ten seconds later he was fouled again.
He sank both to seal the victory.

Oliver also contributed three as-
sists and four rebounds, while
Dougher had four assists and two
rebounds. Denzel Clark had three
points, three rebounds and two steals.
Matt Manns had two points, an assist
and a blocked shot.

“The key for us was our stops late
in the game,” Dougher said. “It was
very important for us, grabbing an-
other win.”
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ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

Westfield. New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Many options available. Very
deep properties that are close to Franklin School and Center of Town. Work with builder
and customize plans to create your perfect home. 4 Bedrooms 3.5 Baths prestigious Center
Hall Colonials are planned. Hardwood floors throughout, custom millwork, & spa like
retreat Master bath are a given. Intercom, central vac, & stereo system are just a few of the
many appointments included in this gem.

COLONIAL

Westfield. Architectural Integrity & Detailed Craftsmanship! This 4,000 sq. ft. CHC
to be built by Elegant Homes by Ralph Rapuano is located in Westfield’s “Indian Forest”.
Offering 5 Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths. Amenities include: oak hardwood floors, Formal LR,
banquet size DR, 1st Floor Au-Pair/Extended Family Suite, gourmet Kit that opens to the
Great Room w/fireplace & custom built-ins. The spacious MBR Suite w/fireplace, walk-
in closets & luxurious bath along w/Finished Basement & walk-up attic.

Westfield. Quality construction with attention to detail! This beautiful 4 Bedroom, 3.5
Bath Center Hall Colonial is nestled close to Tamaques Park. Amenities include hardwood
floors, gas fireplace in Family Room, large Eat-In-Kitchen, 3 full Baths on 2nd floor, walk-
up attic, 2 car garage, back yard paver patio, 2 Master Bedrooms/Baths and more!

CUSTOM COLONIAL - NEW CONSTRUCTION

Scotch Plains. Unique, custom contemporary. Quality-built w/attention to detail;
gourmet kitchen; 2-story stone dual gas FP; custom lighting throughout; Great Room w/
BI entertainment system w/surround sound. Panoramic views. Private MBR suite;
Custom wine cellar, workshop,1,800 sq ft deck w/gas grill. Professionally landscaped with
exterior illumination. Located in Watchung Mountain Reservation. Vista views of NY in
winter months. Perfect for entertaining.

CONTEMPORARY RANCH

Scotch Plains. This 5 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath Ranch, on .9 acre of beautifully landscaped
property, is situated on a cul-de-sac. Drive up the circular driveway and walk into the entry
foyer with a skylight. Large living room with cathedral ceiling & fireplace, Formal Dining
Room and Family Room with wood burning fireplace which steps down to a sunroom with
2 skylights and many windows. The updated kitchen leads to the patio and heated in
ground pool and a park-like backyard.

CUSTOM COLONIAL AT ROLLING HILLS ESTATE

Scotch Plains. Wonderful 5 Bedroom, 4.5 Bath Custom built Colonial on a cul-de-sac.
Eat-In-Kitchen with Center Island Granite counters, Central Air Conditioning - 2 Zone,
Jacuzzi tub and shower in Master bath, solid oak hardwood floors, gas fireplaces in Family
Room and Master Bedroom, In-Law Suite with a Bedroom and Full Bath, open staircase
to attic, built-in 3 car garage, sits on 1.1 acres.

quarter, 21-15.
Although the Blue Devils narrowed

the lead to 28-22 when Amanda
Markowski (9 points, 5 assists, 3
steals) rolled in a 2-pointer with 5:30
on the clock, the Rams’ success with
fast breaks really paid off immedi-
ately afterwards when they responded
with a 9-2 run to win the quarter, 19-
11, for a 40-26 lead at the half.

“I told them we were down by
seven. ‘Just come out an keep work-
ing hard and chip away.’ They were
hot. They were unstoppable from the
outside, and I told them if we stop
them from the outside, we have a

chance,” coach Marino said. “They
beat us on the transition. We ran out
of gas there. We knew it was going to
be a dogfight. We just let them jump
out too quickly.”

Duggans and Partlow each banged
3-pointers early in the third quarter.
Blue Devil Charlotte Lorentzen (9
points, 6 rebounds) and Venezia each
sank five points in an attempt to buffer
the assault, but the Rams heightened
their lead to 58-39 entering the final
quarter. With the game easily settled
in their hands, the Rams still opted to
play their starters, while the 13-8
Blue Devils viewed it wise to play

many from their bench.
Blue Devil Katie Ponce finished

with five points, two steals, an assist
and four rebounds. Danielle Miller
nailed a 3-pointer and Sara Nelson
finished with two points. Shan-Tasia
Padgett finished with 10 points and
Nyasia Davis finished with six for the
Rams.

“They were hitting their shots to-
day,” coach Marino commented.

“The were making all their shots,
their outside shooters. They were great
drivers,” Venezia added.
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Pirates are so loaded in that event that
they could move state champion
Rebecca Lewinson to other events
(she won the IM and butterfly) and
still expect a 1-2-3 finish, given the
times of their girls, as opposed to
WHS’s trio of Kate Heffernan,
Meghan Myers and Krysta Huber.

With the score tied at 70 going into
the race, WW-P was looking to put
the meet away with the potential
sweep, which would provide an 83-
73 lead. WHS needed to somehow
prevent a sweep and keep the meet
alive for its powerful freestyle relays.

Enter Heffernan, a senior who had
posted a 1:09.90 as a sophomore, no.
7 all-time, but had struggled mightily
the past two winters. In the sectional
final against Bridgewater-Raritan, she
finished fifth and, to make things
worse, she’d been battling a stomach
flu that had swept through her house
on Thursday and Friday, causing her
to miss school and practice leading
up to Sunday.

“I talked to her Saturday and asked
how she was doing,” Smith said. “She
said, ‘I’m throwing up, but I’m com-
ing.’ She slept the whole bus ride
down and after warm-ups she said,
‘I’m alright.’ ”

Heffernan’s gutted out (so to speak)
a season-best 1:11.71. Along with
Myers’ 1:11.84 (no. 11 all-time),
WHS finished 3-4 and earned two
unexpected points. That made the
score 81-75 WW-P, and gave WHS a
shot at a co-championship with a 1-3
finish, which is what happened.

“Walking up to the blocks for the
race, I knew breaststroke was sup-
posed to be our worse event and that
the score was really close,” Heffernan
said. “I hadn’t been feeling well, but
that was all forgotten when it was
time to swim. It was the last time I
could score points for the team.

“I definitely had a mental block the

past two years. I always held myself
to a high standard with everything. I
was really fast when I was 10 and 11.
But then I had some tough years,
trying to keep dropping my times. I
almost prevented myself from im-
proving because I was so negative.
Freshman year, swimming for the
high school team helped me because
I was no longer swimming for my-
self, but for the team, which was so
much more powerful than I was as an
individual.”

So Heffernan was more than happy
with her third-place finish because,
in a meet like Sunday’s, every place is
critical.

“Without (my club coach) Lou
Petroziello, Brooke and the high
school team, I really don’t think I
would have continued swimming,”
she said. “I would have self-de-
structed. To me, a 1:12 or a 1:13
meant nothing. But I saw that I meant
something to the team. I had the en-
tire team there along the side of the
pool cheering me on. I couldn’t let
them down.”

That was just one of the spots where
WHS upset the planning of WW-P
South coach Paul Hamnett, who was
trying to milk every point he could,
knowing his team had the stars, but
not the depth.

“Brooke did some things with her
lineup that I thought might have won
the meet for them,” he said.

One of those was moving
DeLaFuente to the 500-free to try and
beat Pirate standout Meredith
Ketchmark, which she did. The other
was taking Smith, one of the most
reliable mid-distance freestylers in
WHS history, out of the 100-free and
putting her in the 100-butterfly.

“When I first heard about (the
move) I was shocked,” Smith said.
“I’m more comfortable in the freestyle
and I know what I have to get done. I

don’t really swim the butterfly that
often, so I was really nervous. But I
knew for strategic purposes we needed
to get the third place in the fly and that
I could do it. My adrenaline was
rushing like crazy before the race.
That was my best time by almost two
full seconds.”

Each of the events had its own
drama and sub-plots, and when it was
all done, the two best public school
programs in the state had put on a
show that will be talked about for
years to come. And nobody seemed
to be thinking about the old sports
cliché that says, “a tie is like kissing
your brother.”

“Some people think a tie is worse
than losing,” Smith said. “But West
Windsor is such an amazing team that
I couldn’t imagine a better team to be
co-champions with. I also couldn’t
imagine a better way to finish my
high school swimming career than to
go home a third time with a state
championship.”

Unfortunately, the girl who had
delivered a key third place in her
biggest high school swim ever, wasn’t
able to enjoy the team’s police and
fire truck parade through town Sun-
day night.

“On the ride home we had to stop
the bus to, um, get bags for Kate to
use,” Smith said. “When we got to
Bally’s (on Central Ave.) she said,
‘Can I just go home?’ She was that
sick.”

“Heff” had done her part … and
then some.

“I’ve been a part of a class that
certainly left its mark on Westfield
swimming – the proof is on the record
board,” Heffernan said. “These girls,
we’re really like family. We may not
have come away with a clear victory,
but this was the best state champion-
ship for me. Being a senior made this
one even more special.”
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAVING A GREAT GAME DEFENSIVELY…Raider forward Matt Jegede, no. 42, had 10 rebounds and three blocks,
while adding a tipped ball and an assist against the Panthers on February 24.


