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VENEZIA NETS 18; MARKOWSKI, LORENTZEN NETS 9

Rams Butt Lady Blue Devils
In UCT Hoops Semis, 73-46

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Control of the boards was an abso-
lute necessity if the seventh-seeded
Westfield High School girls basket-
ball team was going to upset the very
athletic third-seeded Roselle Rams in
the semifinal round of the Union
County Tournament (UCT) at Roselle
Catholic High School on February 23.

The Blue Devils’ aims were
dimmed almost immediately as the
Rams dominated the offensive boards,
taking three to four shots at a clip
from close range, to go with six 3-
pointers, which led to a 73-46 victory
and a trip to the UCT championship
game to face top-seeded Roselle
Catholic on February 26.

“They are athletic, and they handle
the ball very well. That’s for sure! My
girls went out and gave it their best.
That’s all I could ask for. The bottom
line is they outplayed us,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Joe Marino said.

Blue Devil senior forward Diana
Venezia put up 18 points in three
quarters of play, while grabbing seven
rebounds and adding an assist and a
block. But the 19-5 Rams had plenty
of firepower from the outside as well
as the inside, especially from senior
guard Jakoya Duggans, who finished
with 26 points, including four 3-point-
ers, and Bianca Partlow, who netted
18 points, including a 3-pointer.

“They are a very talented team.
They came out strong and made some
quick baskets. What we wanted to do
was control the boards. They are a
great rebounding team,” Venezia said.

Within the first 1:30, the Rams
leaped to an 8-0 lead when Felicia
Claiborne (11 points) banged a 3-
pointer and Partlow followed with a
pair of a lay-ups and a free throw.
Venezia responded by driving to the
basket and drawing fouls. She made
good by hitting 6-for-6 from the line
and finishing the first quarter with

eight points, but the Rams’ numer-
ous fast breaks helped them win the
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BLUE DEVIL SKIBITSKY PLACES FOURTH AT 125 LBS.

Bundy Gets 2nd, Barber 3rd
At Region 3 Mat Tournament

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood senior
Tristan Bundy and Westfield High
School junior Christian Barber have
accomplished a goal that has been on
their minds since last year’s Region 3
wrestling tournament. By placing in
the top 3 in their respective weight
classes at the Region 3 Tournament in
Union on February 27, they both quali-
fied for the NJSIAA state tournament
that begins tomorrow, March 5, and
runs through Sunday, March 7, at
Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City (AC).

Bundy, seeded second at 125 lbs.,
used his speed on his feet to defeat
Garrett Gotthelf of Mountain Lakes
(ML), 9-4, in the quarterfinals. In the
semifinals, he wasted no time against
Hanover Park’s (HP) Anthony Sorisi,
recording a back-trip takedown right
to a semi-cradle pin in 50 seconds,
which automatically secured his quali-
fication for AC.

“That’s something that we have
been working on, trying to get it from
the single leg,” Raider Head Coach
John Scholz said. “He did a nice job.
Took him right to his back! Once
Tristan gets somebody to his back,
it’s very hard to get off.”

After exploding off the mat with
exuberance, Bundy said, “My friend
Joe Giaccio from Cranford, I told
him, ‘Joe! When you win, I’m going
to relax.’ We are the D11 champs.
Next thing is just one more match.”

Looking toward that one more

match with Seton Hall Prep’s (SHP)
Joe Mascola, whom he defeated last
year, 3-1, Bundy said, “We are both
different wrestlers now. He is 30-0. I
am 34-1. It’s going to be a close
match.”

In the title bout, Mascola scored an
escape in the second period and rode
out Bundy in the third period to grab
a 1-0 decision.

Barber began his journey at 140
lbs. by pinning Madison’s (Mad)
Eamon Epstein in 1:18 in the first
round. In the quarterfinals, he re-

corded a single-leg front-trip
takedown and an escape to defeat
South Plainfield’s (SoP) Corey
Stasenko, 3-2.

“It was important for me to get the
first takedown. The kid had gas in the
tank. Kind of like me! If I got that, I
was going to win,” said Barber.

Looking forward to his semifinal
bout with Parsippany’s (Par) Anthony
Mariano, he said, “Last year, I lost to
him (12-3). My technique has im-
proved.”

This time they took a 1-1 tie into
overtime. After each added an es-
cape, the bout went to a 30-secondProbitas Verus Honos

Lady Blue Devils Rally; Earn
Share Public A Swim Crown

By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EWING — There were plenty of
reasons for why the Westfield High
School girls swim team earned its 12th
state championships – and third in
four years – last Sunday at the College
of New Jersey, an 85-85 tie with de-
fending state champion West Windsor-
Plainsboro South. (There are no
tiebreakers in the swimming state fi-
nals, so the teams are co-champions.)

Start with a couple of by-far per-
sonal-best swims by Meredith Smith,
in the 200-free (1:55.18) and the 100-
butterfly (1:00.80). Add in Kelsey
Wilson’s pair of fourths in the 200
and 500 free. Suzanne Lemberg did a
season-best 50 (24.19) and just missed
her own school record in the 100-free
(52.54). Meg Kaveney’s 25.15 was
the eighth fastest 50-free in school

history. Becky DeLaFuente (2:09.64)
and Anna Fetter (2:10.47) both broke
the school record in the 200-indi-
vidual medley; DeLaFuente came
back to turn in the second fastest 500
ever (5:04.77) and Fetter’s first sub-
minute fly (59.53) was no. 4 all-time.
And there was Kyle Higgins finish-
ing fifth in the 500 and keeping
everybody’s spirits at a high level.

And there was Emily Budnick’s
four super-solid sprint swims, and
Jess Cronin (1 .85) and Kylie Bangs
(1 .99) turning in the no. 2 and 3 all-
time backstroke times at WHS, with
Abby Rose finishing off a 2-3-4 in the
event. The relays were on fire, with
the 200-free missing the school record
by .01 of a second, and the 400-free
breaking the old mark by over a sec-
ond with a 3:33.90. Sophomore Loren
Ball had three fantastic relay races.

And there was freshman Ellie
Reinhardt, who six weeks ago had
never broken a minute in the 100-
free, splitting a 55.4 leg on the B 400-
relay that earned the critical final two
points. Elaine Anderson and Maeve
Maloney contributed key points, in-
dividually and on relays.

Coach Brooke Smith’s girls had a
mind-boggling 4,928 power points –
nearly 400 over their 4,534 entering
the tournament. And they needed ev-
ery fast time they could get, because
the Pirates weren’t giving up their
crown without a fight. WW-P South
(4,746 pp’s) won eight of the 11
events, but also took fourth (no points)
in all three relays, and sixth (no points)
in six of the eight individual races.

When all is said and done, it came
down to the 100-breaststroke. The
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLINCHING A BERTH AT A.C….Raider Tristan Bundy, right, pinned Hanover Park’s Anthony Sorisi in 50 seconds in
the 125-lb. semifinals to clinch a berth in the NJSIAA championships at Atlantic City.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING TOWARD THE BASKET…Blue Devil forward Katie Ponce, no. 2, drives toward the basket during the UCT
semifinal game against Roselle at Roselle Catholic High School on February 23.


