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Edison Intermediate School Class
Reaches Out to Haitian Pen-Pals
By RENNIE WOLTERS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Teacher Shannon
Stone of Edison Intermediate School gave
lessons in more than language and gram-
mar in her seventh- and eighth-grade
French classes this year; she taught real-
life charity and empathy through her pen-
pal exchange with Haitian students suf-
fering the aftereffects of the January 12
earthquake that destroyed the nation.

Ms. Stone began the pen-pal system in
December with the purpose of engaging
her students in French with native speak-
ers of the language, and to expose them to
cultures other than their own.

During a trip to Haiti last summer, Ms.
Stone volunteered to teach English at the
Christian Light School in Port-Au-Prince,
an elementary and middle school run by
American missionary Sherrill Fausey of
the Christian Light Foundation.

A member of the Charity Water orga-
nization striving to bring clean water to
disadvantaged African communities, Ms.
Stone used the motto “schools helping
schools, kids helping kids” to connect her
Westfield students with the students at
Christian Light School.

The school, which opened in 2002, had
educated over 200 students and boarded
27 orphans displaced by the 2008
Gonaives flood. Since the January earth-
quake, 24 more orphans have been added
to the group.

Rita Murphy, a seventh-grade student
in Ms. Stone’s French class, said she was
genuinely concerned about the Haitian
students when the earthquake struck. Rita
and many of the students wondered if
their newfound friends had emerged un-
scathed.

The Christian Light School building
was completely destroyed, but Ms. Fausey
had already begun construction on a new
school for her students, which was one of
few buildings still standing after the 7.0-
magnitude quake hit the city. Ms. Fausey
and the children now live and work in
their construction site, with the girls and
younger boys sleeping on mats in two
tiled rooms, while the older boys sleep in
an army tent outside.

“It is a difficult situation,” Ms. Fausey
said via e-mail, “but we are very glad to
have someplace to go and not be home-
less in the street.”

One seven-year-old boy died when the
building fell, and two students and a school
secretary died in their homes. Many stu-
dents fled with their families, and Ms.
Fausey said they still don’t know what
happened to some of the children; how-
ever, most are back in school.

“I think we are doing fairly well,” she
said. “The children are inside at night but
with the door wide open so they can run
outside if there is a strong aftershock.”

Many of the Haitian students were
grateful that the Westfield students took
the time to write to them and to keep them
in their thoughts.

“Thank you for thinking of us,” one
Haitian student wrote in French. “You
have sent us a nice letter to encourage us.”

The Haitian children told their pen pals
stories of being inside crumbling houses
and being saved by emergency workers.
They said their prayers were appreciated
and that they are grateful to be alive.

Rita Murphy said the Haitians are a
resilient people. Pictures of the students
showed smiling faces and children hav-
ing fun amidst the ruins of a city they once
called home.

Nicole Murphy, Rita’s mother, said the
earthquake hit home when she held the
letter from a Haitian student in her hands.

“Holding a letter from a child that
experienced that horror – everything else
seemed unimportant,” she said.

Mrs. Murphy said the pen-pal system
teaches her daughter and other American
students that children are the same glo-
bally; that they’re not as different as they
may seem.

Cheryl O’Brien, Edison Intermediate
principal, said Ms. Stone’s students can
gain an understanding of cultures and
values from children around the world,
and that Ms. Stone is a humanitarian who
truly cares for her students.

“When she’s teaching French,” she
said, “she’s engaging their minds. When
working with the Haitian kids, she’s en-
gaging their spirits. … I think for many of
the students, it’ll be a life-changing expe-
rience.”

“It makes their hearts grow,” Ms. Stone
said. “They’re connected to these people,
and there is a way we can help.”

Ms. Fausey said workers are close to
finishing the first wing of their new build-
ing, and she hopes their school schedule
will be close to normal in August. Edison
School students, teachers and parents
continue to raise money and to collect
supplies to aid struggling Haitians.

Christina Hinke  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WE LOVE OUR STABLES...Union County Freeholder Chairman Dan Sullivan
speaks to horse enthusiasts of possible plans to privatize the Watchung Stables in
Mountainside, a facility operated by the county’s Department of Parks, Recre-
ation and Community Renewal. Please see related story on page 1.

Putting New Jersey Back to Work
By Daniel P. Sullivan, Chairman
Union County Freeholder Board

We all know that America has a prob-
lem with aging infrastructure. That’s not
only a national shame, it’s an interna-
tional embarrassment. America is the land
of opportunity and we should be striding
boldly into the future, not scraping our
knees while other nations race ahead with
high-speed rail lines, great broadband
service, and new sources of clean energy.

Those of us who advocate for mass
transit were pleased that after all too many
years of neglect the situation is starting to
turn around, and it’s happening right here
in New Jersey. Earlier this month, Sena-
tors Frank Lautenberg and Robert
Menendez announced that President
Barack Obama’s budget includes $200
million toward construction of a second
Hudson River rail tunnel to Manhattan,
on top of funds pledged from the Port
Authority of New York and New
Jersey.The President’s budget also as-
signs priority funding to the new tunnel.
That shows a long-term commitment of
federal dollars needed to push a major
project from start to finish, not a piece-
meal approach that could leave it hang-
ing.

The new rail tunnel means a lot to
Union County. Aside from the obvious
benefit to commuters and a potential boost
for property values, more mass transit
will provide much needed relief for our
congested roadways. It will help all of us
save time, improve safety, and cut down
on air pollution from traffic.

Above all, the project is estimated to
create 6,000 construction jobs per year

while the work is under way. That will be
followed up by 44,000 permanent jobs
after the project is completed.

A recent news article suggests that
eminent domain proceedings may throw
a monkey wrench into the schedule, caus-
ing an unacceptable delay. I am urging
the Port Authority and elected officials to
move the project forward with all deliber-
ate speed. Timing is everything and these
jobs are vitally needed now more than
ever.

Union County is already benefiting
from construction under the Obama
Administration’s stimulus package, the
American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act (ARRA). So far Union County has
gained $23 million in ARRA grants. Much
of that has gone to improve our roads and
other infrastructure, putting more people
back to work.

Together, the new rail tunnel and the
stimulus package demonstrate that fed-
eral investment in the nation’s infrastruc-
ture can jumpstart the economy and cre-
ate new jobs where there were none.
These are the kind of programs we need to
get more Union County residents back on
their feet.

Along with my colleagues on the free-
holder board, I support the efforts of the
Port Authority and our elected represen-
tatives to fund more of these vitally needed
infrastructure projects.

Dan Sullivan is serving as chairman of
the Union County  Board of Chosen Free-
holders. He has been a member of the
New Jersey Transportation and Planning
Authority for 12 years, serving as its
chairman in 2006-2007.

Celebrating 20 Years of Dentistry in Westfield
                     Thomas C. Streko D.M.D.

For over 20 years Dr. Streko has been creating beautiful smiles
at our Westfield location. We would like to extend a heartfelt
thank you to our loyal patients and a welcome to new 
patients by offering:

� 50% off In office whitening
� $500 off Invisalign treatment
� $67 New Patient Exam 

(includes exam, x-rays, & photos a $270 value)

• For the first 20 to make an appointment your name
will be entered in a drawing to win a FREE I-Pod!!

Call us today at (908)654-0095
Dr. Thomas C. Streko  169 Mountain Ave.  Westfield, NJ 07090

www.drstreko.com

Labyrinth Walk Is Set
For Sunday at Church
CRANFORD – The First Presbyterian

Church of Cranford will sponsor a series
of open labyrinth walks, with the next one
scheduled for Sunday, March 7. All walks
will be held at the church, located at 11
Springfield Avenue.

Participants are invited to walk the
labyrinth at the Thomson Youth Center
any time between 1 and 4 p.m., but are
asked to begin their walk by 3:30 p.m.
Subsequent walks will be held the first
Sunday of every month, unless otherwise
specified.

Walking the labyrinth is an ancient
spiritual practice of prayer and medita-
tion that has undergone a revival. The 11-
ringed pattern, painted on canvas, is mod-
eled after the 13th-century labyrinth at
Chartres Cathedral in France. In medi-
eval times, walking the labyrinth symbol-
ized the Christian pilgrimage to Jerusa-
lem for those who could not personally
make the journey.

For more information, call the church
at (908) 276-8440.

UCHS Grad Completes
Marine Corps Training

SCOTCH PLAINS — Marine Corps
Pfc. Michael F. Adubato, a 2009 graduate
of Union Catholic High School in Scotch
Plains, recently completed 12 weeks of
basic training at Marine Corps Recruit
Depot, Parris Island, S.C., designed to
challenge new Marine recruits both physi-
cally and mentally.

Pfc. Adubato and fellow recruits began
their training at 5 a.m., by running three
miles and performing calisthenics. In ad-
dition to the physical conditioning pro-
gram, Pfc. Adubato spent numerous hours
in classroom and field assignments, which
included learning first aid, uniform regu-
lations, combat water survival, marks-
manship, hand-to-hand combat and as-
sorted weapons training. They performed
close order drill and operated as a small
infantry unit during field training.

Recruits received instruction on the
Marine Corps’ core values — honor, cour-
age and commitment.

The training ended with The Crucible,
a 54-hour, team evolution in which re-
cruits are addressed as “Marines” for the
first time in their careers.

CWO Pherson of GW
Returns from Iraq

GARWOOD — Army National Guard
Chief Warrant Officer 2 Guinevere R.
Pherson is returning to the U.S. after
deployment to Iraqi in support of Opera-
tions Iraqi Freedom. She is the daughter
of Robert McSulla of Garwood.

 While deployed, she was decorated
with the Air Medal. Chief Warrant Of-
ficer 2 Pherson, a UH-60 instructor pilot,
is a member of Company A, 150th As-
sault Helicopter Battalion, based out of
West Trenton. She has served in the mili-
tary for 13 years. She is 1993  graduate of
Point Pleasant High School.

Cannonball House
To Reopen Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Osborn Can-
nonball House Museum will reopen for
the season this Sunday, March 7, from 2
to 4 p.m. Costumed guides will conduct
tours of the historic house. A selection of
hats will be featured, dating from the
1700s to 1960. The museum is located at
1840 Front Street in Scotch Plains. Ad-
mission will be free.

Why Artisan Homecare?
Providing care for a loved one can become an
overwhelming situation. When additional assis-
tance is required, living at home is often the best
choice for their physical and mental well-being.

What We Provide.
A comprehensive plan that will be tailored to your
needs. Whether it is hourly or live-in, long-term or
short-term we can provide a solution that is right
for you. No minimum hour requirement.

We Are.
• Licensed by the State of New Jersey 

as a Health Care Service Firm
• Locally owned and operated
• Bonded and insured
• RN Supervised FREE 

In-Home
Assessment

certified home health aides

companions

Westfield
Tuesday, February 23, Karen Lockley,

39, and Theron Summersett, 50, both of
Plainfield, were arrested on charges of
making fictitious police reports and hin-
dering apprehension. According to po-
lice, the charges were related to a traffic
accident. Lockley was arrested on the 500
block of West South Avenue, while
Summersett was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters. Both were issued
summonses and released.

Wednesday, February 24, Dario
Lambkin, 20, of Maplewood was arrested
at Cranford police headquarters on a
Westfield warrant. He was held in lieu of
$500 bail.

Wednesday, February 24, Carissa
Sestito, 25, of Edison was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant in the
amount of $99. She was processed and
released after posting bail.

Thursday, February 25, Kenneth Pope,
33, of North Plainfield was arrested at
Union police headquarters on an out-
standing Westfield warrant in the amount
of $991. He also was wanted on three
outstanding warrants from Newark, total-
ing $850, and a Livingston warrant in the
amount of $105. Unable to post bail, Pope
was processed and transported to the
Union County jail.

Saturday, February 27, Thomas
Mollica, 23, of Scotch Plains was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop in the area of
West North Avenue and Clark Street. An
investigation revealed he was wanted on
one criminal warrant from Westfield, in
the amount of $750, and one traffic war-
rant from Mountainside, in the amount of
$500. Mollica was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and held pending bail or transport to the
Union County jail.

Saturday, February 27, Jeffrey Phillips,
25, of Union was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
during a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue in Scotch Plains. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released to a responsible
adult.

Saturday, February 27, Sean M. Duffy,
47, of Garwood was arrested on the 600
block of West North Avenue, pursuant to
warrants from Westfield and Union City,
with bail amounts of $175 and $31, re-
spectively. Duffy, who was stopped while
operating a motor vehicle, was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released after posting bail.

Saturday, February 27, Mark Terry,
24, of Harrison was arrested on an out-
standing Newark traffic warrant in the
amount of $250 pursuant to a motor ve-
hicle stop at Central Avenue and Cacciola
Place. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased on his own recognizance as per the
Newark Police Department.

Saturday, February 27, Ronnie
Eastmed, 22, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding Piscataway criminal
warrant in the amount of $1,000, pursuant
to an investigation on the 900 block of
West North Avenue. Eastmed was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and held in lieu of bail.

Saturday, February 27, a resident of the
200 block of Sinclair Place reported an
act of criminal mischief in which un-
known suspects broke a wooden fence
surrounding the home by kicking it in.

Saturday, February 27, an employee of
a restaurant in the 300 block of East South
Avenue reported the theft of her purse
from her motor vehicle, which was parked
in a business lot. The purse contained a
New Jersey driver’s license, a birth cer-
tificate, $20 in cash and a bank credit
card. The approximate total value of the
theft is $40.

Monday, March 1, Julie Ann Zenarosa,
21, of Westfield was arrested on an out-
standing Little Falls traffic warrant in the
amount of $89 pursuant to a motor ve-
hicle stop at West South and Summit
Avenues. She was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Monday, March 1, Diderot C.
Thelusma, 19, of Irvington was arrested
on an outstanding Westfield traffic war-
rant in the amount of $500 pursuant to a
prisoner pickup at the Hoboken Police
Department. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released after posting bail.

Monday, March 1, Alexandre M.
Santos, 25, of Elizabeth was arrested at
West South and Central Avenues and
charged with receiving stolen property.
According to police, he was stopped while
operating a motor vehicle that had been
reported stolen in Elizabeth. Santos was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and held on $7,500 bail.
He also was arrested pursuant to warrants
issued by Elizabeth and Newark in the
amounts of $3,500 and $350, respectively.

Scotch Plains
Monday, February 22, Jeff Paul, 50, of

Scotch Plains was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on an outstanding
warrant. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released.

Wednesday, February 24, Christopher
Taylor, 34, of Scotch Plains was arrested
and charged with DWI after a motor ve-
hicle stop at which time the officer re-
ported smelling the strong odor of alco-
hol. Taylor was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Wednesday, February 24, Michael
Perri, 50, of Staten Island, N.Y. was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop on
an outstanding warrant. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he
was processed and released.

Wednesday, February 24, a resident of
Happel Court reported that someone re-
moved his watch, valued at $4,000, while
he was at a business meeting.

Thursday, February 25, a member of a
Lamberts Mill Road health club reported
that she left her purse in an unlocked
locker while she was exercising and that
when she returned, it was missing. Ac-
cording to police, the purse was later
recovered, but $30 in cash was missing.

Thursday, February 25, Jordan Keats,
20, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with disorderly conduct after an
officer responded to a report of a disor-
derly person. According to police, Keats
would not leave a residence and contin-
ued to yell obscenities after being asked
to leave. Keats was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released after posting $1,000 bail.

Thursday, February 25, a resident of

Valleyscent Avenue reported that some-
one entered his apartment by prying open
the front door and, once inside, removed
several thousand dollars worth of jew-
elry.

Thursday, February 25, a resident of
Hunter Avenue reported that he received
a phone call fraudulently stating that a
relative was in trouble and that the victim
should send money. According to police,
the victim sent $2,700.

Saturday, February 27, Carlos Dacosta,
26, of Elizabeth was arrested and charged
with possession of a fraudulent insurance
card following a motor vehicle stop. He
was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released.

Sunday, February 28, Jason Newkirk,
29, of Irvington was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, February 23, Yamith E.

Rubio, 26, of Piscataway was arrested
and charged with driving with a sus-
pended license after a motor vehicle stop
on Route 22. She was processed and
released at the scene.

Wednesday, February 24, a resident
came into police headquarters to turn in
for destruction a Smith and Wesson .38
caliber revolver. According to police, the
age and physical condition of the owner
of the gun was considered to be an issue
by the owner’s son. The weapon was
tagged and submitted to the detective
bureau for proper destruction.

Wednesday, February 24, a student at
Governor Livingston High School in
Berkeley Heights reported that someone
had started a fictitious Facebook account
using his picture but a name that trans-
posed the letters of his first and last name.
According to police, the victim gave au-
thorities the name of an individual with
whom he was having problems. Once
police contacted the brother of the indi-
vidual, the profile was removed.

Thursday, February 25, a resident of
Outlook Drive reported that while he was
trying to remove snow from his snow
blower, two of his fingers inadvertently
got stuck in the machine. According to
police, the fire department was able to get
the victim’s fingers free without injury.

Thursday, February 25, a resident of
Dunn Parkway reported that a truck pur-
posely plowed snow in front of the victim’s
driveway, blocking him in. According to
police, the victim witnessed the driver of
the truck come down the wrong side of
the road in an attempt to pile the snow in
front of the victim’s driveway. It did not
appear that the plow broke the line of
demarcation between the driveway and
the street, police said.

Friday, February 26, a resident came
into police headquarters to report that he
was on eBay looking at Civil War medals,
and that when he went to check on his
own war medal he found it was missing.
According to police, two Disney toys also
were missing from the basement. The
total value of the missing items is ap-
proximately $460.

Saturday, February 27, Tashom S.
Carroll, 22, of Newark was arrested and
charged with driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop. She
was transported to police headquarters,
where she was processed and released.

Saturday, February 27, Jillian M. Dunn,
21, of Plainfield was arrested for alleg-
edly driving with a suspended license
after a motor vehicle stop. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where she
was processed and released.

Fanwood
Wednesday, February 24, Francis

Koczori, Jr., 45, of Garwood was arrested
and charged with DWI after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Martine Avenue at which
time the officer smelled the strong odor of
alcohol. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released to a responsible adult.

Wednesday, February 24, a resident  of
the 60 block of Tillotson Road reported
that someone attempted to enter her resi-
dence through a back window. Accord-
ing to police, the break-in was unsuccess-
ful, and a partial footprint was recovered.
The incident is under investigation.

Monday, March 1, Yusef Richardson,
27, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on the 100 block of
South Avenue on multiple outstanding
warrants out of Plainfield and South
Plainfield. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and turned over to the South Plainfield
Police Department.

Monday, March 1, Zuleica Aranha, 47,
of Newark was arrested following a mo-
tor vehicle stop on the 40 block of First
Street on an outstanding warrant out of
Newark. She was transported to police
headquarters, where she was processed
and released.

Tuesday, March 2, Jamar Jones, 33, of
Bound Brook was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop and charged with hin-
dering apprehension after allegedly pro-
viding police with false documentation.
He also was charged with possession of
drug paraphernalia. David Murdock, 44,
of Plainfield, a passenger in the vehicle,
was arrested on charges of hindering ap-
prehension, possession of drug parapher-
nalia and an outstanding warrant out of
Newark. Both Jones and Murdock were
transported to police headquarters, where
Jones’ bail was set at $1,000 and
Murdock’s bail was set at $2,000.

State DOE Unveils
New Website

TRENTON — Acting Commissioner
Bret Schundler has announced that the
state Department of Education has
launched a new website – njcccs.org – to
assist with the implementation of the
newly revised Core Curriculum Content
Standards (CCCS).

Tools on the interactive site will assist
districts with curriculum development and
mapping, instruction, assessment and pro-
fessional development.

The website provides standards for:
visual and performing arts; health and
physical education; science; social stud-
ies; world languages; technology and 21st-
century life and careers.

Draft standards for mathematics and
language arts literacy are available at
corestandards.org/.

Pending adoption by the State Board of
Education, resources to support the two
standards will be developed and posted
on the DOE’s new website.


