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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733
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Governor Christie Does
The Right Thing!

Plainfield Garden Club Thanks
Lance, Lautenberg and Menendez

The Democrats Must Use Procedural
Techniques for Healthcare Reform

Westfield DPW Buries School
Crosswalks with Plowed Snow

Candidate for Westfield BOE
Explains Why He’s Running

Resident Receives No Answer For
Receiving Pkg. Ticket After Hours

As a longtime resident of Scotch Plains
and New Jersey, I was pleased to see that
Governor Christie has “ stepped up to the
plate” when he stated that he will do
everything necessary to “cut state spend-
ing”. Our state is practically bankrupt
from the many past years of “out of con-
trol spending and give aways” by all
previous administrations, be it Democrat
or Republican.

I was also very disturbed to hear the
NJEA (New Jersey Education Associa-
tion) immediately denounce and disagree,
spending a large amount of money in ads
against the governor’s plan. Instead, they
should be sitting down with him in an

honest effort to provide assistance and
ideas with which to be helpful. A good
education occurs not because of small
classroom student size, but because of the
effort of students, parents and teachers.
My generation had 35 to 40 students per
classroom and still managed to succeed in
their endeavors. It’s not how much money
one spends, but rather the drive to accom-
plish and the will to work hard to succeed.

Let us all put away the antagonism and
partisan feeling and now begin to work
together for the benefit of our family,
community and state.

Marvin Agran
Scotch Plains

Last week as members of the Plainfield
Garden Club, we were delegates to the
annual meeting of the Garden Club of
America’s National Affairs and Legisla-
tion Committee in Washington, D.C. at-
tending presentations on various envi-
ronmental, conservation and climate
change issues from informative and inter-
esting speakers including members of the
House of Representatives and Senators.

We would like to thank publicly our
Congressman, Leonard Lance, who gra-
ciously made time in his busy schedule to
discuss personally with us our opposition
to the proposal to build liquefied natural
gas (LNG) storage tanks off the coast of
New Jersey at Sea Bright, Asbury Park
and Manasquan. We also extend our ap-
preciation to our two Senators, Robert
Menendez and Frank Lautenberg, for
making the appropriate members of their
staff available for meetings regarding our

environmental concerns. As you are well
aware, these legislators’ voting records
reflect their long support of conservation
efforts, and we hope that they will con-
tinue to be defenders of our endangered
environment.

The four-day educational and action
conference is designed to provide an op-
portunity for members of the Garden Club
to better understand the legislative pro-
cess and how individuals can effectively
influence it by meeting with their elected
representatives to share our views on
matters of concern to our members and
our communities.

We were delighted to have had this
opportunity and wish our neighbors to
know how graciously we were received
by Congressman Lance, and Senators
Lautenberg and Menendez.

Virginia Dughi, Westfield
Darlene Kasten, Fanwood

Does the Department of Public Works
(DPW) hate kids? After Thursday’s snow-
storm, the DPW did a somewhat fair job
of clearing Westfield’s roads of snow, but
during this process I watched in disbelief
as a town snowplow driver spent a con-
siderable amount of time, effort and fuel
to collect every bit of snow that he could,
and use it to totally bury a crosswalk used
by kids to get to school.

The crosswalk at Edgewood Avenue
and Clark Street is only one block from
Roosevelt Junior High, and three blocks
from Franklin Elementary school. It is
heavily used by kids going to both schools,
and right now it is totally impassible. The
snowplow driver buried the entire corner

under four to five feet of snow.
Who trained our DPW drivers to pile as

much snow as possible on crosswalks
used to get to school? That driver also did
the same thing at the crosswalk at
Eaglecroft Road and Clark Street, render-
ing it too impassible. While surrounding
towns work to clear the crosswalks used
by kids, for years now, it has seemed to be
policy at the Westfield DPW to block the
crosswalks, and force the kids to walk out
in the snow-covered street.

It’s time that someone at the DPW re-
thought what they were doing.

Kevin Redden
Westfield

I received a ticket for parking at the
train station after hours. I was told that
after 12 p.m., you are able to park at the
south side train station without a permit,
for free. I parked there at 4 p.m. and took
the train into the city.

When I returned that evening, I found
remnants of a ticket on my windshield. It
was raining so the only item I could read
was the ticket number. I wrote to the town
to inquire as to why I received the ticket.
They wrote me back and told me to go to
court. I thought that a little odd, as I was
just asking why I was issued a summons.

I went to court and met with the pros-
ecutor who told me that they don’t have
the information for parking tickets and
that I needed to go to the violations bu-
reau. This was after waiting in line for
three hours and forty-five minutes.

The violations bureau said it was a 43:13
violation and to pay $32. I asked what I did
wrong and they said I needed to talk to the
“parking service.” The town of Westfield
calls the ticket police “a parking service”!

I still have no idea what violation or law
I broke, but the thought of staying there
any longer was more than I could stomach.

This entire process (along with the
ticket) leaves a very bad taste in my
mouth. It is so strong (the feeling of
disgust) that it makes me want to leave
town after 30 years here.

I understand that $1,000,000 a year is
raised from the “parking service.” I also
understand that over half of that money
goes for salaries. I haven’t explored if the
fixed costs of computers and cars are
included in this number. Are the mainte-
nance costs included in this number? Are
the pension costs included in this num-
ber? Has the town banked all the money
they collect to lower taxes? I do not be-
lieve that the cost / benefit ratio is there.

I would suggest instead of trying to raise
money with the police department, that
they look to start cutting their budget and
stop alienating town residents and visitors.

We (not me personally, but the town) just
spent $500,000 dollars on the south side, at
the train station, replacing the sidewalks
and the shrubs. It didn’t appear to me that
the existing sidewalks were that bad that
they needed replacement. Was this desul-
tory? You can certainly do a lot of repairing
of individual sections of sidewalk for
$500,000. They also replaced the Belgian
block curbing with the same Belgian block
curb. It was not broken, dirty or mismatched
that I could see. The half-million dollar
figure was not something I grabbed out of
thin air, but was a number supplied to me by
the town. Something is very wrong here.

Carl Swenson
Westfield

The Health Care Summit disclosed the
failings of the Republican approach to
healthcare reform. Republicans oppose
reasonable and necessary restrictions on
private healthcare plans, favoring free
competition among private insurers —
the current inadequate system. They do
not provide for ending coverage denial
for pre-existing conditions, favoring high-
risk pools unaffordable for those in need.
They would cover only three million ad-
ditional citizens, leaving 42 million unin-
sured dependent on emergency-room
treatment, costing the insured $1,100 per
person.

Republican proposals will not lower
premium costs or provide improved de-
livery of healthcare. They are deaf to the
needs of lower- and middle-class Ameri-
cans. They ignore and mistake facts, such
as insisting medical malpractice reform is
key despite evidence that savings will be
less than 1 percent.

The Democratic majority in Congress
must use necessary procedural techniques
to pass a version of comprehensive
healthcare reform bills passed by the
House and Senate.

Roslyn Harrison
Westfield

In the winter of 1991, my wife and I
made one of the best decisions of our lives
— deciding to settle in Westfield. We
chose this town for a number of reasons,
but first and foremost we were drawn to
Westfield’s exceptional school system.

At the time, Westfield, like the rest of
the nation, was in the midst of a difficult
recession. But the shining light — then
and now — was our school system. It
attracted young families to the town, sup-
ported the value of our real estate, and
brought our community together.

For nearly 20 years, I have watched my
kids enjoy the benefits of this town’s
caring teachers and dedicated adminis-
trators. Day in and day out, Westfield’s
educators strive to find the best in our
children, unlocking their potential and
preparing them for all that the future has
to offer. Hiring those educators, motivat-
ing them, and creating an environment in
which they can teach most effectively is
an ongoing challenge.

I want to help our community meet that
challenge. That’s why I am running for a
position on the board of education. I want
to help make a difference in our children’s
education — and to give back to the school
system some of what my family and I have
enjoyed since we moved to Westfield.

I would like to learn more about you,
your priorities and what is important to
you as it relates to the school system and
spending your tax dollars. In turn, I be-
lieve that once you learn more about me,
my passion and enthusiasm for a strong
educational system, and my professional
and personal background, you will sup-
port my candidacy. I have my own views
on the strengths of our school system and
areas where I feel we could improve (I
have a son at Westfield High School and
a daughter at Roosevelt), but in order to
effectively fill one of the three open board
positions I need to understand your edu-
cational priorities, and how you want to
be represented.

We have a fantastic school system, but
there is always room for improvement. I
look forward to hearing your suggestions
and having the opportunity to bring those
improvements to fruition. Please contact
me at either slateronboard@gmail.com
or on a special Facebook page
(SlaterOnBoard2010) and share your
thoughts and suggestions. I look forward
to serving the community as a member of
the board of education.

Mitch Slater
Wesftield

The Way of the Human Mind;
Magnificent Perception of Color

You may have noticed that the front page of the
newspaper is printed in color this week. We have not
done this in more than a decade. Back then, our
ability, along with that of our printer at the time, to
produce high-quality color printing was limited by
the technology and our skill. It was costly, time
consuming and frustrating. Sometimes the results
were not good. We retreated and focused on produc-
ing the highest quality grayscale printing since then
(albeit, the newspaper on the Internet is in color).
Our readers seemed to appreciate this as the human
mind has a magnificent way in perceiving and trans-
lating quality.

This note is obviously written prior to the printing
of this newspaper; and with high hopes, we’re anx-

iously waiting to see how well the color printing
turned out. Please let us know what you think by e-
mailing us at editor@goleader.com.

Each week we’ll improve incrementally and
stumble less with the color output. It’s an intricate
coordination of passing the baton from input by you
and our advertisers, technical conversions by our
staff and coordination with the printer. Digital cam-
eras do a great job these days, so we invite you to
send us your photos for consideration in the color
sections.

We’ll post some of the technical and artistic con-
siderations of color publishing on the Internet at
goleader.com for your reference. Let’s work to-
gether to see how well we can do.

School Board Candidates;
A Few Brave Souls

Each year, a few motivated citizens step up to the
plate and run for office to serve on school boards.
Many times there are barely enough candidates to
fill the open slots. We are fortunate to have these
volunteers.

This year the situation is generally the same in
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Mountainside, Garwood
and other municipalities in the county regarding the
number of candidates to appear on the ballots in the
upcoming school board election on April 20. There
are exceptions. Plainfield, Roselle and Linden school
districts have numerous candidates, as the citizens
are distraught with their administrations and the
performance of their schools.

Generally, candidates run, and if elected, are left
alone by the public to focus on educating our youth.
During normal times, boards of education (BOE) are
largely in obscurity as they work with hired superin-
tendents, teachers and parents to achieve this end.

These are not normal times however. Due to the
financial crisis in the state and the nation, school
systems will no longer receive all the funds they
request. It’s unrealistic, and impossible. The taxpay-
ers are “tapped out” and the coffers are not only
empty, but there is a hefty chasm of debt.

Unemployment is high and raising taxes in point
of fact reduces total revenue.

We have reached the moment of truth for dealing
with reality – and school boards will be one of the
first government sectors required to deal with this
truth — being the dominant component of the prop-
erty tax as well as a major cost of living.

So, in serving to further the education of our youth,
local BOE members will be impelled to lead in
resolving financial matters – cajoling state officials,
implementing avant-garde initiatives, doing things
differently, restructuring unworkable relationships
with the New Jersey Education Association (NJEA)
and local teachers unions, taking heat from parents
who understandably want the best for their children,
and explaining to taxpayers how the limited re-
sources will be allocated.

Problems, seemingly impossible to solve such as
this, must first be acknowledged. Then acceptable
and workable solutions can be found. In our opinion,
it is imperative that expenditures be reduced to
achieve the best outcome. We don’t espouse layoffs.
We call for compromise.

How soon and when this inevitability will be
achieved starts with leadership – in education, it rests
in part with the few brave souls willing to serve on
our boards of education.

We request that all BOE candidates provide their
position on this matter, and we will publish them.

Thanks for Organizing
WHS Girls Swim Team

Victory Parade
On behalf of the parents of the Westfield

High School 2009-10 State Champion
Girls Swim Team, we very much appre-
ciate the efforts of Ginny Leiz and the
board of education, Mayor Andy Skibitsky
and the town administration, the Westfield
Police and Fire Departments and the
Westfield Rescue Squad for organizing a
great victory parade Sunday night for the
girls. The parade was a memorable finish
to the girls’ hard work over a terrific
season. Thanks again.

Karen and Larry Budnick
Fran and Barry Lemberg

Karen Biener and Tom Higgins

Dept. of Homeland
Security Is Being Used
Against U.S. Citizens
The Department of Homeland Secu-

rity was created as a government institu-
tion to access foreign and terrorist threats
to the United States homeland. However,
particularly under President Barack
Obama, the department has been literally
used as an instrument to label individuals
and groups who disagree with his
administration’s policies as “threats to
the state.” This department has labeled
soldiers returning from Iraq and Afghani-
stan as threats to national security, in-
cluding gun owners and libertarian and
conservative groups. Recently, it was dis-
covered by the press that the department
had accessed anti-abortion and abortion-
rights groups in the state of Wisconsin as
possible threats (the department later
backed off). Looking at this all, I became
thoroughly disgusted. I then remembered
the words of the late Harry Browne when
he wrote “A government program [or in
this case department] rarely works as
intended.”

The United States has the Department
of Defense as the institution to defend the
United States against foreign and terrorist
attacks as required by the Constitution.
Therefore, there was no need to bring
about the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. Alas, however, the politicians in
Washington stated that it was needed and
so they brought it into fruition. After 10
years, it is my opinion, that the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security has been a
colossal failure as well as a colossal disas-
ter. Because of this, I believe that this
department should be dismantled piece
by piece. This department has been an
abomination that, to me, is reminiscent of
the Committee for State Security in the
Old Soviet Union (the KGB). It is a de-
partment that has no respect for people. It
is a department that has no respect for
civil rights and liberties. It is a department
that has no respect for freedom, and it is
a department that has no respect for Ameri-
can citizens, the Constitution and its tra-
ditions. This department, as with others
that can be named, should go into the
gentle goodnight, never to be resurrected
again.

Alex Pugliese
Kenilworth

Archives

School Board Elections
Argued in 1924

For the complete article, see
goleader.com - March 5, 1924

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tussicular – Pertaining to a cough
2. Kame – A low mound or hill com-

posed of sand, gravel, etc.
3. Pule – To whine, cry, whimper
4. Keb – Scottish for a tic or sheep louse

CHITRA
1. A closely woven cotton cloth, used

for sheets
2. Hay fever
3. A freckle or freckly condition of the

skin
4. The Indian spotted hog deer

HIERODULE
1. A Greek temple slave
2. An expert; specifically, a skilled

theologian used as a consultant
3. A Mohammedan fanatic
4. A guardian spirit

INTERTRIGO
1. An entrance in the rear of a building,

home, etc.; a back door
2. An eruption of the skin produced by

friction of adjacent parts
3. A connection or go between; liason
4. A communicating of knowledge;

systematically investigating
TOCSIN

1. A malt beverage brewed by the an-
cient Egyptians

2. Manageability of a ship at sea
3. An alarm bell
4. Barren; unprofitable

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.


