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Need help deciding what to do with the 
assets in your retirement plan from a former 
employer? During these challenging economic 
times, it’s more important than ever to find the 
right strategy for you and your goals. 
Call today, and together we can explore all of 
the options for your retirement savings.

Leaving a job? Should 
you leave your retirement 
plan assets behind?
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•Remove Two Points from your License

•Reduce Auto Premiums
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Muñoz Bill to Protect
Privacy of Victims

SUMMIT — Assemblywoman
Nancy Muñoz (LD-21, Summit) has
introduced legislation that would re-
quire first responders to obtain per-
mission from any person, or a family
member, involved in an accident be-
fore publicly circulating the pictures
taken of the victim at the scene.

“First responders play a critical role
at the scene of an accident and are an
invaluable resource in helping to save
lives,” said Ms. Muñoz. “However,
respecting the privacy of someone in-
volved in a mishap, regardless of its
severity, is of paramount importance.
This legislation requires that respond-
ers obtain prior consent before releas-
ing any photographs to the public.”

Ms. Muñoz cited a fatal accident
that occurred in Ocean County last
year when pictures of the victims were
taken by a responder using a cell phone
and posted on the Internet before fam-
ily members were notified of the acci-
dent or the status of those involved.

“There is a clear distinction between
taking photos at the scene of an accident
for investigative purposes and posting
them for public viewing,” Ms. Muñoz
said. “Giving medical attention or assist-
ing victims is the top priority of a first
responder and I have the utmost respect
for the service they provide. But I also
believe we must maintain a high level of
sensitivity not only for the physical pain
which is endured by an individual, but
their mental anguish as well.”

Poll: N.J. Needs to Fund
Transportation Trust Fund

TRENTON — A Monmouth Uni-
versity Poll has found that 95 percent
of New Jersey residents think it is
important that the state pay to main-
tain and improve its transportation
system, yet almost half of the state’s
residents don’t know that the Trans-
portation Trust Fund is going broke.

The Transportation Trust Fund is
the primary source of money paying
for road, bridge and transit repairs, as
well as new transportation projects
in the state. When informed about
this impending financial situation,
72 percent of the respondents were
somewhat or greatly concerned-
though, not surprisingly, they are di-
vided on whether to charge ourselves
more to solve the problem.

“The disintegration of our trans-
portation funding system in New Jer-
sey will have widespread impacts on
our economy, how we develop and
redevelop our state and how goods
and people get around,” said Peter
Kasabach, executive director of New
Jersey Future.

Kate Slevin, executive director of
the Tri-State Transportation Campaign,
noted, “New Jersey residents recog-
nize the importance of a safe and reli-
able transportation system, and the role
the Transportation Trust Fund plays in
maintaining that system. The question
now is will our leaders in Trenton get
the message by passing a financially
sustainable, long-term reauthorization
of the Trust Fund, or simply pass the
buck to future generations by taking
out more unfunded bonds to pay for
transportation projects?”

Tom Wright, executive director of
Regional Plan Association, said,
“New Jersey residents are waking up
to the fact that the state has virtually
no funding in place for transporta-
tion projects starting next year. The
state’s transportation systems are

looking into the abyss of disrepair, just
as the New York City transit system
did when shortsighted politicians failed
to maintain mass transit in the 1970s.
New Jersey cannot go down this road.”

According to Rebecca Alper,
NJPIRG program associate, over 700
New Jersey bridges are in need of
repair in the state.

Storm Causes Change
In Freeholder Meetings

ELIZABETH — Due to last
Thursday’s snowstorm, the regular
meeting of the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders slated for Feb-
ruary 25 has been rescheduled for
tonight, Thursday, March 4, at 7 p.m.
in the Freeholder Meeting Room.

As a result, the agenda session origi-
nally scheduled for tonight has been
cancelled. On Thursday, March 11, the
freeholders will hold an agenda  ses-
sion and a regular meeting commenc-
ing at 7 p.m. All meetings will take
place in the Union County Freehold-
ers’ Meeting Room, 10 Elizabethtown
Plaza, 6th floor, in Elizabeth.

Sgt. Metz of SP
Returns to U.S.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Army Na-
tional Guard Staff Sgt. Leroy Metz,
Jr. is returning to the United States
after a deployment to Iraq in sup-
port of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

He is the son of Earl and Jeannette
Wallace of Scotch Plains.

Sgt. Metz, a crew chief with 34
years of military service, is regu-
larly assigned to the 150th Assault
Helicopter Battalion, West Trenton.

In 1976, Sgt. Metz graduated
from Clifford J. Scott High School
in East Orange.

Labor Unions Sue Christie
Over Pay-to-Play Restrictions
Four labor unions have sued Gov-

ernor Chris Christie, arguing that he
illegally extended state “pay-to-play”
restrictions by an executive order in
January. The Communications Work-
ers of America, American Federation
of State, County and Municipal Em-
ployees, the International Federation
of Professional and Technical Em-
ployees-Local 195, and the Ameri-
can Federation of Teachers have asked
the state’s Appellate Division to stay
the executive order.

The executive order limits dona-
tions by labor unions that have state
contracts. The Christie Administra-
tion has said the order is aimed at
leveling the playing field for busi-
nesses’ public employee unions. Busi-
nesses that have contracts of $17,500
or more with the state are limited to
$300 in campaign contributions per
year, according to nj.com.

Baroni Named PA Deputy Dir.;
Marra Gets Post at Sports Auth.
Senator Bill Baroni (LD-14,

Hamilton) plans to resign from the
Legislature following his appointment
by Governor Chris Christie as deputy
executive director of the Port Author-
ity (PA) of New York and New Jersey,
according to the Associated Press.
The Port Authority has a $6.3-billion
annual budget and over 7,000
employees.Mr. Baroni was elected to
the Assembly in 2003 and the Senate
in 2007.

According to politickernj.com, Mr.
Baroni will replace former Commu-
nity Affairs commissioner and ex-
Cherry Hill mayor, Susan Bass Levin,
who resigned from the PA in January
to take a post at Cooper University
Hospital in Camden.

Ralph Marra, Jr. of Cranford, who
was first assistant U.S. Attorney un-
der Mr. Christie, was named to the
$190,000-a-year senior vice-presi-
dent for legal and governmental af-
fairs post at New Jersey Sports and
Exposition Authority.

Authorities’ Salaries, Benefits
Scrutinized by Governor Christie

The state’s 700 regulatory boards
statewide are coming under scrutiny

by the Christie Administration over
salaries and pensions of administra-
tors and board members, the Star-
Ledger reported.  His administration
will look into all authorities, from
the Atlantic City Convention & Visi-
tors Authority to the South Jersey
Transportation Authority. The article
notes that 748 employees of authori-
ties each earn $100,000 or more.

The State Legislature is consider-
ing bills to change pensions and health
benefits of authority employees and
to expand the governor’s veto power
to include all authorities.

U.S. Senate Passes Jobs Bill;
Scott Brown Votes ‘Yes’

Employers that hire unemployed
workers would be able claim new tax
breaks under a jobs-promoting bill
passed by the United States Senate,
70-28, on February 24, according to
an Associated Press report. The bill
now heads to the House of Represen-
tatives.

Locally, Senator Robert Menendez
(D-N.J.) voted in favor of the bill, as
did the chamber’s newest Republi-
can, Massachusetts Senator Scott
Brown, and 12 other Republicans.
Senator Ben Nelson of Nebraska was
the only Democrat in opposition. Sen.
Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.) was ab-
sent as he was undergoing treatments
for stomach cancer.

Paterson Opts Not to Seek
Full Term as N.Y. Governor

New York Governor David Pater-
son (D) announced last week that
he will not seek a full term this
November, the New York Post re-
ported.

The governor’s decision comes
amidst press reports that he had con-
tacted a woman involved in an al-
leged Halloween domestic-violence
incident with one of his advisers.

Mr. Paterson took over as gover-
nor following the resignation of Eliot
Spitzer, a former state attorney gen-
eral, in 2008 after it was disclosed
that Mr. Spitzer had hired an escort.
The state’s attorney general, Andrew
Cuomo, son of former Governor
Mario Cuomo, is now considered the
lead Democratic candidate to seek
the governor’s office.

Christie Unveils Plan
For Unemployment Fund

TRENTON – Governor Chris
Christie proposed suspending an au-
tomatic payroll increase of as much as
$683 per employee that would be used
to fund the state’s financially troubled
unemployment insurance trust fund.

The governor’s plan phases in man-
ageable payroll increases that he said
would “dramatically limit” the im-
pact on employers.

“This is the wrong time, under the
wrong economic conditions, to im-
pose such an onerous and undeserved
tax hike on New Jersey businesses,”
Governor Christie said. “If we want to
grow payrolls and improve our
economy, we cannot ask businesses to
shoulder the full brunt of the irrespon-
sible budgeting policies that bank-
rupted the unemployment compensa-
tion fund in the first place.”

The unemployment fund ran out of
cash in March 2009, forcing New Jer-
sey to borrow $1.2 billion from the
federal government to pay unemploy-
ment claims. On July 1, employers
would have experienced an average per-
employee hike of $400 – a 52 percent
increase – while some employers would
see an increase of up to $683.

“That is unacceptable and unrea-
sonable,” Governor Christie said.

Governor Christie has proposed
imposing an average increase of $130
per employee, a 17 percent rise while
phasing in future increases, allowing
employers to prepare for them in ad-
vance. He also has proposed reducing
the maximum weekly benefit from
$600 to $550, requiring a one-week
waiting period before benefits can be
claimed, and requiring employees dis-
missed for “misconduct” to obtain
other employment for a prescribed
period of time before qualifying for
an unemployment benefit.

The plan would call on the federal
government to continue full federal
funding for extended benefits.

Assembly Republican Leader Alex
DeCroce, (LD-26, Morris Plains) said
the reform plan for the unemployment
insurance fund “addresses an issue
that cannot be avoided any longer.”

In opposition to the plan, Assem-
blyman John Wisniewski (LD-19,
Sayreville), state Democratic chair-
man, said, “Once again Governor
Christie is showing what his priori-
ties are and unfortunately they don’t
include the middle class taxpayers of
this state.”

“He is asking New Jersey’s unem-
ployed for $50 a week to fix the
unemployment fund, while giving
huge tax cuts to those making
$400,000 and over. That’s wrong,”
Mr. Wisniewski said.

Assembly Advances
Leg. on Bogus Degrees
TRENTON – Legislation to ensure

teachers and school administrators do
not abuse school district paid-for tu-
ition-assistance programs by attaining
bogus degrees has cleared the Assembly
Education Committee. The bill (A-1894)
stems from an episode at Freehold Re-
gional High School where three admin-
istrators used $8,700 in taxpayer funds
to pay for doctoral “degrees” from Breyer
State University – an unaccredited online
diploma mill.

The measure would ensure school
boards provide employees with tu-
ition assistance only for academic
coursework completed at an accred-
ited higher-education institution and
to sign-off on an employee’s course
of study prior to enrollment where
tuition assistance is sought.


