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Home Values have dropped. Shouldn’t
your property taxes? Is a property tax
appeal right for you?
In the last three years, home values in
Union County have dropped on average
by more than 15 percent.
As the real estate market is
depreciating, your property
taxes, which are based on
the market value of your
home, are either increasing
or remaining stable. As a
taxpayer, you have the
right to appeal your
property tax assessment.

A taxpayer considering an
appeal should understand
that he/she must prove that
his/her assessed value is
legally “unreasonable”
compared to a market
value standard. With a
successful tax appeal, your lowered
taxes will be locked for the next three
years which can amount to a
considerable amount of savings.

The best way to succeed in appealing
your taxes is to present your successful
claim through expert tax and legal
advisors with local knowledge. James
M. Foerst is the principal of Spector
Foerst & Associates and has been

assisting families with real estate and
tax issues for a decade in our local
community. Mr. Foerst brings with him
his experience with local government
and the municipal budget process. Evan
Siegel is the principal at American

Realty Appraisals and is a
state certified real estate
appraiser with a successful
history of lowering home
owner’s taxes. As an
appraiser who focuses on tax
appeals, Mr. Siegel can
determine if your property
taxes are legally
“unreasonable” and provide
the quantifiable data needed
to prevail.

Save money in this
economy. Make the sale of
your home more attractive.
Reduce the long term

expenses associated with your home.
All with lowered taxes. Tax appeals
must be filed by April 1.
For more information about tax

appeals, visit spectorfoerst.com or get
started with a free consultation and
review by calling James M. Foerst at
(908) 322-4886.

PAYING TOO MUCH IN PROPERTY TAXES?

Paid Bulletin Board
www.goleader.com/express

James M. Foerst

Freeholder Sullivan: Stables
Will Not be Sold by County

to discuss the proposal with the SPMC
board, and if it approves, return to the
council with the specifics on how
money will be spent.

At last week’s meeting, described
by Mayor Malool as “extremely civi-
lized,” Mr. Biagini also put forth a
revamped plan for the SPMC budget
that calls for setting aside $22,000 to
pay his firm, $5,000 for recruitment
efforts and for beautification, $2,500
for operating costs and $2,000 for
SPMC’s “This Week in Scotch Plains”
show on Scotch Plains Television.
Program activities would cost just
under $30,000 and include $15,000
for a spring music festival and $5,000
toward a holiday promotion, with the
remainder going to pay for smaller-
scale events like a back-to-school ef-
fort or a sidewalk sale. Included in
that cost would be Mrs. Schiller’s
fees.

As for the proposal to review and
possibly revamp the ordinance that
created the (SID) in June 2008, the
mayor this week said she still be-
lieves some reworking of the law is
necessary. She suggested reducing
the number of SPMC board members
from 13 to seven and ensuring the
council has the power to reappoint
board members.

But she said revising the ordinance
is “secondary to resolving the other
issue” of SPMC’s expenditures. The
mayor said the council will continue
to discuss the ordinance, “but it
doesn’t have to be done right now.”
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The troop pro-
gram for young horse riders at the
Watchung Stables in Mountainside will
stay put at least through 2010, Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
Chairman Dan Sullivan said last
Wednesday night to a packed Trailside
Nature and Science Center auditorium
filled with horse enthusiasts at an infor-
mational meeting on the possible
privatization of the currently county-
owned and -operated stables.

“As long as I’m here that program
will continue,” Director of Parks and
Community Renewal Al Faella said.

The freeholders have been in prelimi-
nary talks with Seaton Hackney, which
runs the stables in Morris County. Mr.
Sullivan said that the county would wait
at least six months before it makes a
decision to privatize the stables and
would host more informational forums
with the public.

“We do not look at the stables as a
profit center. That’s not it at all. If it was
we would have sold it off long ago,” Mr.
Sullivan said. “It will not be sold.”

Mr. Sullivan said that the freeholders
are looking into the possibility of add-
ing more programs and are “exploring
costs to build [an indoor ring]” for win-
ter use.

When asked if one manager could
handle the added responsibility, he told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, “I
don’t know.” He said should the county
hire a management company, current
manager Rachel Baris would stay on
and, just as the new golf operation man-
agement company has done, the stable’s
management firm would report directly
to a director of operations at the county.

Patty Jordan of Roselle Park, presi-
dent of the Watchung Stables Auxiliary,
said she recommends the addition of
more programs at the stables, noting the
facility is not utilized 23 weeks a year.
She said the freeholders were given four
pages of recommendations to better uti-
lize the facility to increase revenue, in-
cluding exploring grants and corporate
sponsorships and offering private les-
sons.

Many in the audience questioned the
benefit of having a management com-
pany take over when Ms. Baris, the new
manager hired by the county about a
year ago, has begun to turn around the
once mismanaged facility, a point Mr.
Sullivan acknowledged.

Ms. Baris is responsible for manag-
ing staff, class schedules, programs and
payroll as well as buying the feed, hay
and bedding for the horses. Since she
has come on board, Ms. Baris said the
health and well being of the horses has

greatly improved and “the county has
been extra supportive” of that initiative.

The construction of a new main ring
and footing had begun last year and is
almost complete, she told The Times.
Heat was installed in the barn to keep
the water pipes from freezing.

Mr. Sullivan said the county is doing
its “due diligence” by understanding
“what is the proper approach of manag-
ing the facility” and what is the “most
efficient.” Currently, salary and benefits
for the stables total $700,000 per year.

One audience member said efficient
often times equates to lower salaries.
Many attendees had concerns that the
instructors would be ousted by a man-
agement company and would bring in
their own instructors, who would be less
qualified. Watchung employs about 14
instructors.

“I’m dedicated to my trainer. I don’t
know what I would do without her,”
Nicole LaFerrara, 15, told The Times.

“I have to form a whole new trust
[with a new trainer],” said her mother,
Amelia LaFerrara.

Ms. LaFerrara along with many par-
ents are concerned about the affordability
of the Watchung Stables should it be-
come privatized. Currently, Watchung
Stables charge $210 for junior troop
lessons for 10 weeks to county resi-
dents. Two other stables in New Jersey,
Lord Stirling, which serves Somerset
County, and Seaton Hackney, are charg-
ing $260 and $375, respectively, for 10
weeks for their county residents.

“This is not a profit center like a golf
course is…where we’re looking to gen-
erate a million dollars,” Mr. Sullivan
said.

“We’re not looking to raise fees so
dramatically to cover that $600,000 [in
deficits],” he said. Last year, the county
saw under a half million dollars in rev-
enue at the stables, he said, with $1.2
million in costs, which includes
$200,000 for horse feed.

Corrine Parsloe, 18, has been riding
at Watchung since she was 9, the admit-
tance age for the troop program. “It’s
affordable for my parents,” she told The
Times. “I know a lot of people who can’t
afford other places.”

“Watchung is not just a troop pro-
gram, it’s a family,” said Cheryl Di
Fillipo, who has volunteered her time
over the last 30 years to the stables.

Former Westfield resident Paula
Jensen added that, “Watchung is a tradi-
tion. Watchung is a legacy. An outside
business cannot grasp it.”

“The passion for the facility, the
people, and programs comes across loud
and clear for me,” Mr. Sullivan re-
sponded. “I certainly have a perspective
I didn’t have before.”

tion in November.
When asked by Lynne Strickland,

executive director of the GSCOS,
about reinstatement of the use of the
“last best offer” in contract negotia-
tions, all of the legislators on the
panel agreed that it should be rein-
stated. This tactic ensures that teach-
ers’ contracts must be settled before
the start of the next school year, but
was banned from use in 2003.

All of the legislators also talked
about a coming together of both Re-
publicans and Democrats to bring
reform to New Jersey. “We have no
choice but to work together,” said
Asw. Jasey, a Democrat from Essex
County. “Whether you are a Demo-
crat or Republican shouldn’t matter
when you’re concerned about chil-
dren.”

Senator Kean said there are a lot of
options on the table right now for
reform “in part because they have to
be.” He said conversations need to
continue on pension reform and the
possibility of allowing “more flex-
ibility” on the current budget caps to
school districts.

Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz
told the crowd, “We’re working for
you, even if you may not feel that way
tonight.” She said the state Legisla-
ture needs to make New Jersey more
affordable for people to be able to
continue to live in the state.

“If you have no one to pay taxes, I
don’t care how brilliant your formula

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

State School Aid

Lauren S. Barr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SCHOOL AID...New Jersey Acting Education Commissioner Bret Schundler
discusses school aid shortfalls during a public meeting Tuesday night in Summit.
Pictured, left to right, are: Mr. Schundler, Asw. Nancy Munoz of Summit, Asm.
Jon Bramnick and Senator Tom Kean, Jr., both of Westfield.

FOR THE BIRDS…Birding Expert Holly Hoffman, pictured right, shows tips to
Maria Olafson, a participant, on how to invite birds to the feeder during a birding
workshop held by the Fanwood Environmental Commission on February 6 in
Fanwood. This event was held to promote the Great Backyard Bird Count held
February 12 through 15.

is,” Asm. Bramnick said. “Govern-
ment has grown into a monster…we
can not spend any more.”

Westfield Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times after
the forum that while the Westfield
Board of Education is “trying to be
efficient in every way possible” she is
“worried” about what the state’s de-
cisions will mean for Westfield.

Governor Chris Christie is expected
to present his budget and unveil his
plan for school aid on Tuesday, March
16.
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SP Attorney
He also complimented the public

works department for doing a “great
job” in clearing streets during last
week’s snowstorm.

The council renewed an inter-local
contract with Rahway to provide
health services at a cost of $66,655.

The council denied a request by
developer PRC Group for the return
of $537,901 of its performance bond
in connection with the Heather Glen
age-restricted development. Council-
man Kevin Glover explained that
township officials had visited the site
and found some unfinished work, in-
cluding storm-sewer repairs, street
paving and concrete sidewalks. He
said the work would need to be com-
pleted before the bond could be re-
turned.

MS BOE Budget
Hearing Is March 30
MOUNTAINSIDE — The

Mountainside Board of Education will
hold a public hearing on its proposed
budget for the 2010-2011 school year
at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 30, in
the Beechwood School’s Susan O.
Collier Media Center. The school is
located at 1497 Woodacres Drive.

Officials have not released an esti-
mated budget and tax levy for the
2010-2011 school year. Last year’s
budget was $14.1 million, of which
$12.6 million has been raised in prop-
erty taxes.

“The board of education-approved
tentative budget is being presented
for advertising prior to [Union
County] Executive Superintendent of
Schools [Carmen Centuolo] ap-
proval,” according to a press release
issued Tuesday by Board Secretary
Roderic McLaughlin. “The budget
will be approved by the executive
superintendent prior to the public
hearing.”

The budget will be on file from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. in the office of the
board secretary at school board of-
fices located at Beechwood School
each school day.

“The school district had proposed
programs and services in addition to
the core curriculum content standards
adopted by the state board of educa-
tion,” Mr. McLaughlin said. “Infor-
mation on this budget and the pro-
grams and services is available for
your local school district.”

mental Commission.
Kalpana Krishna Kumar requested

that the council consider authorizing
the borough to participate in Earth
Hour later this month.

Ms. Kumar explained that Earth
Hour is “a global call to climate
change.”

Sponsored by the World Wildlife
Foundation, Earth Hour is set for
Saturday, March 27, and encourages
people and organizations to shut off
as many lights as possible for one
hour starting at 8:30 p.m.

Ms. Kumar said 800 cities in 80
different countries are scheduled to
participate this year; the landmark
Empire State Building, for example,
plans to turn off its exterior lights.

She presented a sample resolution
that would allow Fanwood to “par-
ticipate as much as we can” by turn-
ing off lights at the Borough Hall
complex and encouraging residents
to do the same.
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Fanwood Council
“It sends a very strong message

that we are looking to fight climate
change,” she said.

“I applaud this effort, as designed,
to make people in the community
more thrifty,” said Councilman Rob-
ert Manduca.

“But, as a man of science,” Mr.
Manduca said, “…I don’t think we
want to be in the business of politiciz-
ing science.”

Councilman Manduca said,
“There’s no demonstrable proof that
there’s man-made climate change.”
He stated that the proposed Earth
Hour resolution should instead en-
courage conservation of resources.

Councilwoman Joan Wheeler sug-
gested a compromise by revising the
proposed resolution to remove refer-
ences to “fighting against climate
change.”

“Calls for conservation would be
just fine,” agreed Councilman
Manduca.

Before moving forward with the
proposed resolution, Mayor Mahr said
borough officials will talk with the
police and engineering departments
to determine if there are any safety
and/or logistical issues pertaining to
turning off non-essential lights.

See more news at
goleader.com
and subscribe

online


