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BAGELS FOR CHARITY...Teenagers in Scotch Plains’ Congregation Beth
Israel sold bagels and coffee in the synagogue on February 21. The youth group
has chosen to donate funds to Camp Simcha, a camp for children afflicted with
cancer. Pictured, from left to right, are: Jackie Grossman, Alison Koransky, Bari
Grossman, Hannah Margolin and Gabi Sabony.

Susan Cook for The  Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FUN IN THE SNOW…Neighborhood children enjoy the Friday snow day by
building a snowman on Lenox Avenue in Westfield.
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STRAIGHT FROM THE HORSE’S MOUTH…Last Wednesday, Union County Freeholder Chairman Dan Sullivan held
a meeting with the public to discuss the possible privatization of the Watchung Stables in Mountainside. The meeting was
held at the auditorium at Trailside Nature and Science Center in Mountainside. Many young riders were in attendance,
dressed in full troop uniform. See story on page 2.

FW, GW, WF See Contested
Races for School Boards

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Candidates filed applica-
tions for seats on local school boards
by the Monday afternoon deadline.
The school election will be held Tues-
day, April 20.

In Westfield, three incumbents and
two challengers filed for three avail-
able seats on the board of education
(BOE). Seeking re-election are Board
President Ginny Leiz, Board Vice-
President Julia Walker and board
member Richard Solomon. Also seek-
ing board seats are Mitch Slater and
Susan Conover.

Ms. Leiz and Mr. Solomon are seek-
ing their fourth terms on the board
and Ms. Walker is seeking her third
term.

In Scotch Plains-Fanwood, incum-
bents Nancy Bauer and David
Gorbunoff are unchallenged in their
quest for second terms. However, in
Fanwood, Amy Winkler, named late
last year to take over the seat of Sasha
Slocum, who resigned after taking a
vice-principal’s position at Plainfield
High School, faces challenges from
Michael Lewis and Christopher
Pflaum in her bid for a full three-year

term. Incumbent Rob O’Connor is
unchallenged for the one-year unex-
pired Fanwood seat.

In Garwood, incumbents Susan
Groning and John Sullivan are seek-
ing re-election along with newcom-
ers Thomas Evelina and Brendan
McDermott in a race for three avail-
able board seats.

Cranford BOE Vice-President
Mary Catherine Sudiak is seeking re-
election. Incumbents Robin Woglom
and Barbara Fisher did not file for re-
election. Seeking the two open seats
are Jerald Baranoff and Lisa Patella.

Mountainside Board Secretary
Roderic McLaughlin said he has not
released the names of Mountainside
BOE candidates, as he is checking
signatures of nominating petitions
filed by candidates to ensure they are
borough residents. This year, the seats
of Gene Nagel, Raymond Hagel and
Carmine Venes are up for election.

In Berkeley Heights, where
Mountainside students attend Gover-
nor Livingston High School, incum-
bents Helen Kirsch, Board Vice-Presi-
dent John Sincaglia and Denis
Smalley are all seeking re-election to
three board seats.

Courtesy of Peggy Rothbaum
KICK STARTING BUSINESS...More than 120 local business people meet at The
Mattress Factory in Fanwood February 17 to form relationships for enhancing
business. The group included Chamber of Commerce and Business and Profes-
sional organizations from Fanwood, Scotch Plains, Westfield and Springfield.

Malool: Council Is Receptive
To Compromise With SPMC

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Nancy Malool voiced positive senti-
ments about what she termed “a good
compromise” put forth last week by
the Scotch Plains Management Corp.
(SPMC) regarding how the SPMC’s
budget will be apportioned between
program activities and administra-
tion. SPMC manages the township’s
special improvement district (SID),
which was created by the mayor and
council last year.

After the February 16 meeting be-
tween the township council and
SPMC board members, in which sev-
eral council members criticized the
SPMC’s hiring of two managers, a
proposal was put forth at a meeting
last Wednesday to reconfigure the
role of Lisa Schiller, who had been
hired, along with
FirsTEAManagement, as SPMC co-
manager. Council members had been
critical of her hiring, given that Mrs.
Schiller’s husband sits on the SPMC
board, and also sharply questioned
what they felt was too large a portion
of the SPMC budget being devoted to

salaries and administrative expenses,
namely about $44,000 that was ear-
marked to pay the two managers.

Under a proposal put forth last week
by David Biagini, president of
FirsTEAM, Mrs. Schiller, instead of
being a paid employee of the SPMC,
would instead serve as program coor-
dinator for several events being
planned throughout the year and be
paid on a per-event basis.

While the full SPMC board will
have to decide whether to accept the
compromise and then iron out its de-
tails, Mayor Malool told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times this week that
at last week’s meeting, Mrs. Schiller
was happy with the idea, and the
council was similarly receptive. Still,
she said, the council wants to see
more details on how much of the
SPMC’s $62,000 budget will go to-
ward administrative costs.

“As long as they can let us know
how much will be spent on program
activities versus salaries, we’re fine
with it,” the mayor said. “We can
move forward from here.” The next
step, the mayor said, is for Mr. Biagini

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Fanwood Considers Raising
Commercial Sewer Rates

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council, at
Tuesday night’s monthly agenda
meeting, discussed a proposed reso-
lution to establish new sewer rates for
local businesses.

Mayor Mahr explained that the bor-
ough around 2004 started sending
businesses an annual “stand-alone
bill” for sewage.

The rates, like those for residential
properties, are based on water use,
and currently set a flat charge of $100
for at least 90,000 gallons used annu-
ally.

But, this current commercial rate
barely covers the municipality’s in-

creasing cost of having its sewage
treated by the Plainfield Area Re-
gional Sewerage Authority.

“A lot of these [local] businesses
are not generating a lot of water,” said
Borough Attorney Dennis Estis.

The governing body discussed
whether the flat charge should be
increased, perhaps up to $150, or
whether the 90,000-gallons thresh-
old should be lowered.

Borough Clerk/Administrator
Eleanor McGovern suggested that,
“we make the minimum [fee thresh-
old] more realistic,” dropping it to
80,000 gallons.

Borough Engineer Joseph Pryor
estimated that the lower threshold
would result in about 18 additional

businesses being charged the annual
flat rate.

Members of the governing body
did not support raising the actual rate,
pointing to the potential impact on all
local businesses.

“You don’t want to harm them,”
said Mr. Estis.

The council will consider adopting
the resolution at next week’s regular
monthly meeting.

In other business, the governing
body is set to approve a measure that
will change the dental insurance pro-
vider for borough employees.

Mrs. McGovern said rates were set
to increase about 11 percent before
the borough decided to look at other
providers.

Delta Dental offered the borough a
two-year deal on the same level of
coverage that will save employees
about $8 per pay period.

“That’s almost $200 a year,” said
Mr. Estis.

Councilman Anthony Parenti
pointed out that, “we did save money
by doing this” with a two-year con-
tract as opposed to an annual one.

The governing body also heard from
a member of the borough’s Environ-

Acting Com. Bret Schundler:
Flat Aid ‘May Be Impossible’

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SUMMIT — The Garden State
Coalition of Schools (GSCOS) on
Tuesday night held an education sum-
mit at the Lawton Johnson Middle
School in Summit featuring Acting
New Jersey Commissioner of Educa-
tion Bret Schundler and a legislative

panel comprised of Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. (LD-21, Westfield), Assem-
blyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield) and Assemblywomen
Nancy Munoz (LD-21, Summit) and
Mila Jasey (LD-27, South Orange).

Mr. Schundler, a Westfield High
School graduate and former mayor of
Jersey City, spoke at length to the
crowd of educators, board of educa-
tion members and citizens regarding

the state’s current fiscal crisis. He
said the state had to cut $2 billion in
order to meet its budgeting needs,
and that while some districts may feel
they are being punished by being
forced to use their surplus, an across-
the-board cut to all districts would
have meant that some could not have
met their payroll needs.

Due to the fact that $1 billion of the
$8.9 billion that was allocated for
state aid to schools was a one-time
federal stimulus payment, Mr.
Schundler said the state is finding it
“very difficult” to keep the aid flat for
the next fiscal year and that it “may be
impossible.”

Mr. Schundler said the state gov-
ernment is looking at “standards-
based reform” and is “moving away
from a one-size-fits-all approach” to
school aid. He credited the previous
Corzine Administration for passing
the School Funding Reform Act, say-
ing that it would bring equity to every
district and that it is the Christie
Administration’s intent to use the new
formula for aid calculation. He said
this new formula, which does away
with the previous Abbott District
funding, is based on things like need,
ratables and enrollment, which will
allow for rise and fall of aid to every
district.

After questions from the crowd, he
stated that it is possible for the local
school budget referendum questions
to be suspended this year, as Gover-
nor Chris Christie has suggested it be
moved from April to the General Elec-
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Strauss Notes ‘Displeasure’
With SP Attorney Process

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Jeffrey
Lehrer was installed as the new town-
ship attorney this week after the town-
ship council approved his appoint-
ment by a 3-1 vote, with Deputy
Mayor Dominick Bratti abstaining.

At the council’s regular meeting on
Tuesday evening, Councilman Jeff
Strauss explained his “no” vote on
Mr. Lehrer as an expression of “my
displeasure” with the process, in
which former Township Attorney
Brian Levine was “discharged” last
month. He said his vote was “no re-
flection at all” on Mr. Lehrer, who he
said was “as qualified and as compe-
tent and as well-regarded as anyone
who could do this job.”

Mayor Nancy Malool said that Mr.
Levine, who served for four years,
“was not discharged; he was simply
not reappointed.”

The mayor said she was “very
happy to have him (Mr. Lehrer) here.”

Mr. Lehrer, who was most recently
the township planning board attor-
ney, is a member of the Warren-based
law firm of DiFrancesco, Bateman,
which is headed by former Scotch

Plains resident and state Senate Presi-
dent Donald DiFrancesco, who served
as township attorney in the 1980s and
1990s and was acting governor in
2001.

After his formal swearing-in by
Township Clerk Barbara Riepe, Mr.
Lehrer said he had “big shoes to fill
and I’m up for the challenge.”

In other business on Tuesday, Town-
ship Manager Chris Marion said town-
ship officials are “working as dili-
gently as we can” to finalize the rel-
evant water-usage data needed for the
council to set this year’s sewer utility
fee structure for residents. Mr. Marion
told the council at its conference
meeting that the data from New Jer-
sey American Water Co. has been
received and that the engineering de-
partment is “matching parcels to ac-
count numbers.” It is expected that
the council will more fully discuss
the 2010 billings at its Tuesday, March
16, conference meeting.

At the regular meeting, Mr. Marion
said the county deer-management
program in the Watchung Reserva-
tion got underway earlier this week
and should be completed by Friday.
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