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STRAIGHT FROM THE HORSE’S MOUTH…Last Wednesday, Union County
Freeholder Chairman Dan Sullivan held a meeting with the public to discuss the
possible privatization of the Watchung Stables in Mountainside. The meeting was
held at the auditorium at Trailside Nature and Science Center in Mountainside.
Many young riders were in attendance, dressed in full troop uniform.
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ing private lessons.
Many in the audience questioned

the benefit of having a management
company take over when Ms. Baris,
the new manager hired by the county
about a year ago, has begun to turn
around the once mismanaged facility,
a point Mr. Sullivan acknowledged.

Ms. Baris is responsible for man-
aging staff, class schedules, pro-
grams and payroll as well as buying
the feed, hay and bedding for the
horses. Since she has come on board,
Ms. Baris said the health and well
being of the horses has greatly im-
proved and “the county has been
extra supportive” of that initiative.

The construction of a new main
ring and footing had begun last year
and is almost complete, she told The
Leader. Heat was installed in the
barn to keep the water pipes from
freezing.

Mr. Sullivan said the county is
doing its “due diligence” by under-
standing “what is the proper ap-
proach of managing the facility” and
what is the “most efficient.” Cur-
rently, salary and benefits for the
stables total $700,000 per year.

One audience member said effi-
cient often times equates to lower
salaries. Many attendees had con-
cerns that the instructors would be
ousted by a management company
and would bring in their own in-
structors, who would be less quali-
fied. Watchung employs about 14
instructors.

“I’m dedicated to my trainer. I
don’t know what I would do without
her,” Nicole LaFerrara, 15, told The
Westfield Leader.

“I have to form a whole new trust
[with a new trainer],” said her mother,
Amelia LaFerrara.

Ms. LaFerrara along with many
parents are concerned about the
affordability of the Watchung Stables
should it become privatized. Cur-
rently, Watchung Stables charge $210
for junior troop lessons for 10 weeks
to county residents. Two other stables
in New Jersey, Lord Stirling, which
serves Somerset County, and Seaton
Hackney, are charging $260 and
$375, respectively, for 10 weeks for
their county residents.

“This is not a profit center like a
golf course is…where we’re looking
to generate a million dollars,” Mr.
Sullivan said.

“We’re not looking to raise fees so
dramatically to cover that $600,000
[in deficits],” he said. Last year, the
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MS BOE Budget
Hearing Is March 30
MOUNTAINSIDE — The

Mountainside Board of Education will
hold a public hearing on its proposed
budget for the 2010-2011 school year
at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 30, in
the Beechwood School’s Susan O.
Collier Media Center. The school is
located at 1497 Woodacres Drive.

Officials have not released an esti-
mated budget and tax levy for the
2010-2011 school year. Last year’s
budget was $14.1 million, of which
$12.6 million has been raised in prop-
erty taxes.

“The board of education-approved
tentative budget is being presented for
advertising prior to [Union County]
Executive Superintendent of Schools
[Carmen Centuolo] approval,” accord-
ing to a press release issued Tuesday
by Board Secretary Roderic
McLaughlin. “The budget will be ap-
proved by the executive superinten-
dent prior to the public hearing.”

The budget will be on file from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. in the office of the
board secretary at school board of-
fices located at Beechwood School
each school day.

“The school district had proposed
programs and services in addition to
the core curriculum content standards
adopted by the state board of educa-
tion,” Mr. McLaughlin said. “Infor-
mation on this budget and the pro-
grams and services is available for
your local school district.”

Also, speaking with the press after
the meeting, Mr. Ciarrocca noted that
the town had already eliminated one
traffic-enforcement officer, going
from five to four.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea told
the press that in the second half of
2009, a second round of job cuts was
not necessary due to “naturally oc-
curring changes” in one department.
Specifically, Mr. Gildea is referring
to the retirements of seven police
officers last year. He said he antici-
pates two more retirements in 2010.

Still, Mr. Ciarrocca said, “every-
thing is on the table” when it comes to
reining in the budget.

“We are very sensitive especially to
public-safety issues, but they’re your
two largest departments (police and
fire),” Mr. Ciarrocca said. “Unfortu-
nately, you can’t make appreciable
cuts by attacking operating issues
[alone]... You don’t [make significant
reductions] until you reduce the
headcount. That’s why we’re trying to
do that slowly over the last couple of
years... We are under a mandate to
downsize the size of this government,
and we’re going to do it.”

During the public meeting, Mr.
Ciarrocca said, “We recognize that
this environment, and dealing with a
budget like this, creates a lot of stress...
These decisions all affect a lot of good
people who work for this town and do
a really good job for this town.”

In other finance-related news, the
town will, shortly, announce that it is
consolidating its Human Services
Department with the Union County
Division of Social Services. Official
action was not taken at Tuesday’s
meeting but may occur as soon as
next week.

The Westfield office of the Human
Service Department had worked on
qualifying people for state assistance.
Mr. Gildea said residents seeking job
training, money to pay an electric bill
or food stamps, for example, seek out
this office.

“There’s a misconception about
Westfield,” Mr. Ciarrocca said.
“There’s a lot of need in Westfield.”

However, he said, “Those services
can be provided by the county at no
additional cost.”

When the consolidation occurs, the
town will let go of its director of
Human Services, Lillian Corsi, who
has worked in Westfield for more

than three decades.
She is the sole Human Services

employee in Westfield. Mr. Gildea
said Ms. Corsi, who serves a similar
role in Mountainside, earns $91,000
a year, with longevity factored in as
part of her salary. Until the town
finalizes its decision, Ms. Corsi re-
mains a member of the town’s
workforce.

Up until recently, most towns in
Union County had consolidated their
human services department.
Westfield, Mountainside and
Kenilworth had retained welfare of-
fices of their own, but Mountainside
will also consolidate shortly.

“From the client’s perspective,
those eligible for services will still go
to Plainfield (Union County’s satel-
lite welfare office), where they go
anyway for certain services today,”
Mr. Gildea said.

“We’ve considered merging for
over a year,” Mr. Gildea said to re-
porters after the meeting.

“Residents will not notice any
breaks in service,” he continued.
Though he did not have a timetable
for when the action would formally
take place, he said, “It’s going to
happen very shortly.”

county saw under a half million dol-
lars in revenue at the stables, he said,
with $1.2 million in costs, which
includes $200,000 for horse feed.

Corrine Parsloe, 18, has been
riding at Watchung since she was 9,
the admittance age for the troop pro-
gram. “It’s affordable for my par-
ents,” she told The Leader. “I know a
lot of people who can’t afford other
places.”

“Watchung is not just a troop pro-
gram, it’s a family,” said Cheryl Di
Fillipo, who has volunteered her time
over the last 30 years to the stables.

Former Westfield resident Paula
Jensen added that, “Watchung is a
tradition. Watchung is a legacy. An
outside business cannot grasp it.”

“The passion for the facility, the
people, and programs comes across
loud and clear for me,” Mr. Sullivan
responded. “I certainly have a per-
spective I didn’t have before.”

school districts.
Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz

told the crowd that, “we’re working
for you, even if you may not feel that
way tonight.” She said the State Leg-
islature needs to make New Jersey
more affordable for people to be able
to continue to live in the state.

“If you have no one to pay taxes, I
don’t care how brilliant your formula
is,” Assemblyman Bramnick said.
“Government has grown into a
monster…we can not spend any more.”

Westfield Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan told The
Westfield Leader after the forum that
while the board is “trying to be effi-
cient in every way possible” she is
“worried” about what the state’s de-
cisions will mean for Westfield.

Governor Chris Christie is expected
to present his budget and unveil his
plan for school aid on Tuesday, March
16.
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Schundler

Lauren Barr for The Westfield Leader
SCHOOL AID...New Jersey Acting Education Commissioner Bret Schundler,
pictured left, was the guest speaker at the Garden State Coalition of Schools forum
in Summit Tuesday night. Sharing the panel with him, pictured, left to right, are:
Asw. Nancy Munoz (LD-21, Summit), Asm. Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield),
Senator Tom Kean, Jr., and Asw. Mila Jasey (LD-27, South Orange).

Fanwood Considers Raising
Commercial Sewer Rates

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council, at
Tuesday night’s monthly agenda
meeting, discussed a proposed reso-
lution to establish new sewer rates for
local businesses.

Mayor Mahr explained that the bor-
ough, around 2004, started sending
businesses an annual “stand-alone
bill” for sewage based on water use,
and currently set a flat charge of $100
for at least 90,000 gallons of water
used annually.

But, this current commercial rate
barely covers the municipality’s increas-
ing cost of having its sewage treated by
the Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage
Authority.

“A lot of these [local] businesses are
not generating a lot of water,” Borough
Attorney Dennis Estis said.

The governing body discussed
whether or not the flat charge should be
increased, perhaps up to $150, or low-
ering the 90,000-gallons threshold.

Members of the governing body did
not support raising the actual rate, point-
ing to the potential impact on all local
businesses. The council will consider
adopting the resolution at next week’s
regular monthly meeting.

In other business, Kalpana Krishna

Kumar of the borough’s Environmen-
tal Commission requested the council
consider authorizing the borough to
participate in Earth Hour. Sponsored
by the World Wildlife Foundation, Earth
Hour is set for Saturday, March 27, and
encourages people and organizations
to shut off as many lights as possible for
one hour starting at 8:30 p.m.

“It sends a very strong message that
we are looking to fight climate change,”
she said.

“I applaud this effort, as designed, to
make people in the community more
thrifty,” Councilman Robert Manduca
said. “But, as a man of science…I don’t
think we want to be in the business of
politicizing science.”

Mr. Manduca said, “There’s no de-
monstrable proof that there’s man-made
climate change.” He said the proposed
Earth Hour resolution should instead
encourage conservation of resources.

Councilwoman Joan Wheeler sug-
gested a compromise by revising the
proposed resolution to remove refer-
ences to “fighting against climate
change.”

Mayor Mahr said borough officials
would talk with the police and engi-
neering departments to determine if
there are any safety and/or logistical
issues pertaining to turning off non-
essential lights.


