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Courtesy of Elizabeth Ryan
THE DROOD CREW...Westfield High School (WHS) thespians present Robert Holmes’ Tony Award-winning musical The
Mystery of Edwin Drood, a raucous musical with an audience sing-along and a solve-it-yourself murder mystery.
Performances will take place in the WHS auditorium Thursday through Saturday, March 11 to 13, at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are
available at the WHS box office. Call (908) 928-0992 or e-mail whstickets@westfieldnjk12.org. See story on page 18.

Susan Cook for The Westfield Leader
FUN IN THE SNOW…Peyton Harrington sleds in her front yard in Westfield following Friday’s snowstorm.

Bret Schundler

WF, GW, FW See Contested
Races for School Boards

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Candidates filed applica-
tions for seats on local school boards
by the Monday afternoon deadline.
The school election will be held Tues-
day, April 20.

In Westfield, three incumbents and
two challengers filed for three avail-
able seats on the board of education
(BOE). Seeking re-election are Board
President Ginny Leiz, Board Vice-
President Julia Walker and board
member Richard Solomon. Also seek-
ing board seats are Mitch Slater and
Susan Conover.

Ms. Leiz and Mr. Solomon are seek-
ing their fourth terms on the board and

Ms. Walker is seeking her third term.
In Scotch Plains-Fanwood, incum-

bents Nancy Bauer and David
Gorbunoff are unchallenged in their
quest for second terms. However, in
Fanwood, Amy Winkler, named late
last year to take over the seat of Sasha
Slocum, who resigned after taking a
vice-principal’s position at Plainfield
High School, faces challenges from
Michael Lewis and Christopher
Pflaum in her bid for a full three-year
term. Incumbent Rob O’Connor is
unchallenged for the one-year unex-
pired Fanwood seat.

In Garwood, incumbents Susan
Groning and John Sullivan are seek-
ing re-election along with newcom-
ers Thomas Evelina and Brendan
McDermott in a race for three avail-
able board seats.

Cranford BOE Vice-President
Mary Catherine Sudiak is seeking re-
election. Incumbents Robin Woglom
and Barbara Fisher did not file for re-
election. Seeking the two open seats
are Jerald Baranoff and Lisa Patella.

Mountainside Board Secretary
Roderic McLaughlin said he has not
released the names of Mountainside
BOE candidates, as he is checking
signatures of nominating petitions
filed by candidates to ensure they are
borough residents. This year, the seats
of Gene Nagel, Raymond Hagel and
Carmine Venes are up for election.

In Berkeley Heights, where
Mountainside students attend Gover-
nor Livingston High School, incum-
bents Helen Kirsch, Board Vice-Presi-
dent John Sincaglia and Denis
Smalley are all seeking re-election to
three board seats.

Freeholder Sullivan: Stables
Will Not be Sold by County

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The troop
program for young horse riders at
the Watchung Stables in
Mountainside will stay put at least
through 2010, Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders Chairman
Dan Sullivan said last Wednesday
night to a packed Trailside Nature
and Science Center auditorium filled
with horse enthusiasts at an infor-
mational meeting on the possible
privatization of the currently county-
owned and -operated stables.

“As long as I’m here, that program
will continue,” Director of Parks and
Community Renewal Al Faella said.

The freeholders have been in pre-
liminary talks with Seaton Hackney,
which runs the stables in Morris
County. Mr. Sullivan said that the
county would wait at least six months
before it makes a decision to priva-
tize the stables and would host more
informational forums with the pub-
lic.

“We do not look at the stables as a
profit center. That’s not it at all. If it
was we would have sold it off long

ago,” Mr. Sullivan said. “It will not
be sold.”

Mr. Sullivan said that the free-
holders are looking into the possibil-
ity of adding more programs and are
“exploring costs to build [an indoor
ring]” for winter use.

When asked if one manager could
handle the added responsibility, he
told The Westfield Leader, “I don’t
know.” He said should the county
hire a management company, cur-
rent manager Rachel Baris would
stay on and, just as the new golf
operation management company has
done, the stable’s management firm
would report directly to a director of
operations at the county.

Patty Jordan of Roselle Park,
president of the Watchung Stables
Auxiliary, said she recommends the
addition of more programs at the
stables, noting the facility is not
utilized 23 weeks a year. She said
the freeholders were given four
pages of recommendations to better
utilize the facility to increase rev-
enue, including exploring grants and
corporate sponsorships and offer-
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Courtesy of Peggy Rothbaum
KICK-STARTING BUSINESS...More than 120 local business people met at The
Mattress Factory in Fanwood February 17 to form relationships for enhancing
business. The group included members of the chambers of commerce and business and
professional organizations from Fanwood, Scotch Plains, Westfield and Springfield.

Susan Cook for The Westfield Leader
SNOWDAY…Westfielders make good use of their snow day by building a snowman
on Lenox Avenue. Pictured, left to right, are: standing, Lizzie Ponce, Julia Levine,
Isabella Vergara; sitting, Ashley Abbott, Bobby Abbott and Carly Levine.

Westfield Braces for Budget
Cycle, Announces Job Freeze

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Even before the
final numbers are crunched and the
municipal-aid numbers are submit-
ted, Westfield’s Finance Policy Com-
mittee is bracing for its most difficult
budget process ever. Similar to its
counterparts at the county, Westfield’s
town government announced that it is
instituting a hiring freeze effective
immediately.

Finance Policy Chairman Mark
Ciarrocca delivered the grim report
to the council Tuesday evening at the
latest conference session. On mul-
tiple occasions he said the town would
see a reduction in services, and he
deemed “everything is on the table”

in order to remedy the difficult finan-
cial position the town faces.

“In past years, budgets have been
difficult, and we’ve been able to sort
of work around the edges and present
a budget that has been acceptable,”
Mr. Ciarrocca said. “That’s not the
case anymore. There’s not even a
close second place in degree of diffi-
culty with what we have now. This
budget is going to be an incredible
challenge.”

Without seeing final department
budgets and before state-aid numbers
arrive later this month, Mr. Ciarrocca
said, “The issue with this budget is
going to be revenue.”

“There are significant places where
there are some shortfalls in revenue,”

he continued. Namely, construction
fees and interest on town investments
are “way down,” he said.

In addition, because of diminished
revenues, the town has been forced
into utilizing its surplus, which “has
not been replenished,” Mr. Ciarrocca
noted at the meeting.

During the 2009 budget cycle, the
town funded 12 percent of the budget
through utilizing $4.8 million in sur-
plus, which former Finance Policy
Chairman Sal Caruana warned was
“declining at a rapid pace.”

Last fall, during a sit-down inter-
view with The Westfield Leader,
Mayor Andy Skibitsky estimated hav-
ing roughly $4.2 million in surplus
available to the town. He anticipated
recouping $2.7 million in revenues,
which would be added to the existing
$1.5 million in surplus.

The town is also bracing for state-
aid figures to arrive; last year,
Westfield lost nearly $400,000 in as-
sistance over 2008.

“Frankly, we know we are at the
point where as we make further re-
ductions, there will be reductions in
services,” Mr. Ciarrocca continued.

During the public meeting, he men-
tioned that three full-time custodians
who worked at town hall had left for
various reasons. Those positions will
not be refilled. To replace them, one
person from the Department of Pub-
lic Works (DPW) will come in and
assist at town hall during the day, and
the town will hire someone on a part-
time basis to work at night when the
building is in use.

“We’ve gone from three full-time
workers to one part-time employee,”
Mr. Ciarrocca said. “Those are the
type of things that we are going to have
to do. Will there be some maintenance
issues around this building that won’t
be dealt with as quickly? Yes.”

Fellow Finance Policy Committee
member and vice-chairman, David
Haas, also reminded the council that
taking one individual from the DPW
deprives that department from a
worker who would normally be han-
dling DPW duties such as filling pot-
holes and maintaining town fields.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Acting Edu. Comr. Schundler Says It
‘May Be Impossible’ to Keep Aid Flat

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SUMMIT — The Garden State
Coalition of Schools (GSCOS) on
Tuesday night held an education sum-
mit at the Lawton Johnson Middle
School in Summit featuring New Jer-
sey Acting Commissioner of Educa-
tion Bret Schundler and a legislative
panel comprised of Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. (LD-21, Westfield), Assem-
blyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield) and Assemblywomen
Nancy Munoz (LD-21, Summit) and
Mila Jasey (LD-27, South Orange).

Mr. Schundler, a Westfield High
School graduate and former mayor of
Jersey City, spoke at length to the
crowd of educators, board of educa-
tion members and citizens regarding
the state’s current fiscal crisis. He
said the state had to cut $2 billion in
order to meet its budgeting needs,
and that while some districts may feel

they are being punished by being
forced to use their surplus, an across-
the-board cut to all districts would
have meant that some could not have
met their payroll needs.

Due to the fact that $1 billion of the
$8.9 billion that was allocated for
state aid to schools was a one-time
federal stimulus payment, Mr.
Schundler said the state is finding it
“very difficult” to keep the aid flat for
the next fiscal year and that it “may be

impossible.”
Mr. Schundler said the state gov-

ernment is looking at “standards-
based reform” and is “moving away
from a one-size-fits-all approach” to
school aid. He credited the previous
Corzine Administration for passing
the School Funding Reform Act, say-
ing that it would bring equity to every
district and that it is the Christie

Administration’s intent to use the new
formula for aid calculation. He said
this new formula, which does away
with the previous Abbott District
funding, is based on things like need,
ratables and enrollment, which will
allow for rise and fall of aid to every
district.

After questions from the crowd, he
stated that it is possible for the local
school budget referendum questions
to be suspended this year, as Gover-
nor Chris Christie has suggested it be
moved from April to the General Elec-
tion in November.

When asked by Lynne Strickland,
executive director of the GSCOS,
about reinstatement of the use of the
“last best offer” in contract negotia-
tions, all of the legislators on the
panel agreed that it should be rein-
stated. This tactic ensures that teach-
ers’ contracts must be settled before
the start of the next school year, but
was banned from use in 2003.

All of the legislators also talked
about a coming together of both Re-
publicans and Democrats to bring
reform to New Jersey. “We have no
choice but to work together,” said
Assemblywoman Jasey, a Democrat
from Essex County. “Whether you
are a Democrat or Republican
shouldn’t matter when you’re con-
cerned about children.”

Senator Kean said there are a lot of
options on the table right now for
reform “in part because they have to
be.” He said conversations need to
continue on pension reform and the
possibility of allowing “more flex-
ibility” on the current budget caps to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2


