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TO THE VICTORS...Westfield High School graduate Will Eisenberg, left, stands
alongside Marielle Membreno, Eric Fleischman and Rahim Spencer, right, at the
International Campus Moviefest in Las Vegas. The group is huddling around The
Golden Tripod, which Marielle won for Best Actress for her role in Commitment.
Eric co-wrote and starred in the film, and Rahim served as boom operator.

Photography by Tom Fortunato for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLEFIELD SPFHS...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS) held its final Battle of the Bands for the 2009-2010 school year on Friday, June 11. The following high schoolers took part in the event. They are, clockwise from top left, SPFHS
juniors Chris Gilman and Cassie Caminiti; Space Jams performing "Everywhere" by Michelle Branch; Triangle Lord (aka TriLord) delivering a live rave-like performance-art piece; and Hudson Sound Performer’s Chris Fortunato, a senior.
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Winterhill offers an impressive selection of 

antiques and collectibles from furniture to 

fine jewelry. We buy and sell antiques as 

well as conduct estate sales. Look for the 

blue awnings on Park Avenue and come 

find a bit of shopping heaven.
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WHS Graduate Wins ‘Best
Comedy’ Award at USC Moviefest

By RENNIE WOLTERS
Specially For The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Will Eisenberg, a
2008 Westfield High School graduate,
has traveled across the country to pur-
sue film production, and he has trav-
eled up the charts in popularity for his
creative movies at the University of
Southern California (USC) in the heart
of Los Angeles.

Mr. Eisenberg and his team of fel-
low USC students accepted a nomina-
tion for Best Picture and won the Best
Comedy Award at the USC-hosted
Campus Moviefest (CMF) event.

The world’s largest student-film fes-
tival, CMF has taken on an average of
75,000 student participants this year
across the country and the world, and
has offered $400,000 in prizes thanks
to corporate and college sponsorships.

Originally created by four Emory
University students in 2002, the Cam-
pus Moviefest provides Apple laptops,
camcorders, AT&T phones and free
training seminars for all participants
from more than 50 colleges and uni-
versities.

Each student team is given one week
to create a five-minute short movie
with an independent soundtrack to be
entered into each individual school’s
red carpet finale showcase. The best
movies of the campus festivals move
onto regional finals and then onto the
CMF International Grand Finale event,
this year held at the Wynn Las Vegas.

Winners of the grand-finale event
travel to the Cannes Film Festival in
France, where their movies are show-
cased at the Short Film Corner.

As award-winners at the USC view-
ing, Mr. Eisenberg and his team of
moviemakers graduated on to the
Western Regional Finale in San Fran-
cisco, placing in the top 16 best mov-
ies for the region, earning a spot at the
national grand finale screening and
receiving the prestige of being chosen
as a featured film on Virgin America
flights.

“In terms of a student-level film, it’s
doing as well as it could be doing,”
said Mr. Eisenberg, who described the
experience as a stepping-stone in his
career.

Directed and co-written by Mr.
Eisenberg, and presented as a horror
comedy, Commitment tells the story
of a carefree college student who
knowingly involves himself with a co-
ed who ultimately will seek commit-
ment. The hilarity of the skit earned
nominations for not only best com-
edy, but also best picture and audience
favorite.

“It’s surprising for anything to come

out of one week’s worth of work,” Mr.
Eisenberg said. “So, we’re all enjoy-
ing the ride.”

Although nominated in many cat-
egories, only the team’s lead actress,
USC junior and theatre student
Marielle Membreno, took home an
award for Best Actress in the finale
showcase.

“We didn’t do it to win awards,” Mr.
Eisenberg said. “We did it because we
enjoy making films, and we thought it
was a challenge, so anything that’s
happened since then is icing on the
cake.”

Mr. Eisenberg has landed an intern-

ship at a young production company
in Los Angeles, Chernin Entertain-
ment, and said he is already taking the
next step in his career with another
short movie he intends to showcase in
a professional-quality film festival this
summer.

Reaching out to friends, family and
corporate sponsors, Mr. Eisenberg’s
latest comedy is registered at
kickstarter.com, a fundraising website

for creative projects. The team seeks
to raise $6,000. Thus far, they have
raised $3,500 and must reach their
goal by July 9 or risk losing all of their
sponsorship.

The project, The Perfect Hurl, fea-
tures a 14-year-old suburban high
school student seeking to rebel. The
character finds freedom in hurling
yogurt at cars with a fellow rebellious
friend.

“It’s a little inspired by Westfield,”
Mr. Eisenberg said. “By far, it’s the
biggest thing I’ve done. It’s a really
exciting time and an exciting place to
be.”

Ladybug Story from Westfield, Iowa,
Travels East, Reaches Westfield, N.J.

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – “The LadyBug
Waltz,” a song Jeannette Hopkins com-
posed and sung to her granddaughter,
Chloe, each evening to help her through
open-heart surgery is now a delightful
picture book replete with full-color
illustrations of ladybugs swirling and
twirling to a catchy rhyme.

Ms. Hopkins – a semi-retired edu-
cator who had taught in the Westfield,
Iowa, school district – does have ties
to the Westfield, N.J., community.
Her niece, Jane Clancy, is on the
Westfield Board of Education, and
her sister, Paula Horii, and her hus-
band, Howard, are town residents.

Chloe has undergone five open-
heart surgeries and is doing well. She
has just finished kindergarten at
Bryant Elementary School in Sioux
City, Iowa, where the Hopkins fam-
ily now resides.

“During the first year of her life, she

was in the hospital a great deal,” said
Mrs. Hopkins.

“One day, she spied a ladybug and
smiled…after a few seconds, my imagi-
nation kicked in,
and I saw ladybugs
dancing...twirling,
whirling...playing
the cutest little la-
dybug instru-
ments.”

The words and
music to “The
LadyBug Waltz”
are included in the
book.

The National
Writing Project
(NWP), a nonprofit
educational organization that supports
educators’ efforts to improve writing in
the nation’s schools, recently recog-
nized “The LadyBug Waltz.”

“For me, the NWP acknowledgement
was big, as it reaches educators across

the world,” said Ms. Hopkins.
Both Mrs. Hopkins and her husband,

Bruce, who is also an author, are strong
advocates of writing to document ex-

perience, and both
believe that the pro-
cess of writing
should be taught as
early as kindergar-
ten.

This past school
year, they shared
this vision with
Franklin and
Tamaques Schools,
and plan to return
to Westfield to visit
other schools this
upcoming fall.

More information about Ms.
Hopkins, along with news about pur-
chasing a CD, can be found on
jeannettehopkins.com. The book is
available at The Town Book Store in
Westfield.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com


