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Downtown Jazz Festival
Begins Tuesday, July 6

IN FULL SWING AGAIN…The Full Count Big Band will perform at the opening
night of the 14th annual Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival on July 6. Four
different band performances take place each Tuesday evening from 7 to 9 p.m.
(with Wednesday rain dates) from July 6 through August 31. For a full schedule,
visit WestfieldToday.com.

WESTFIELD – The “Sweet Sounds
Downtown” Jazz Festival, sponsored
by the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC), kicks off its 14th annual
season in downtown Westfield on Tues-
day, July 6. Performances will take
place on sidewalks and street corners,
for nine consecutive weeks, every Tues-
day through August 31 from 7 to 9 p.m.
Rain dates will be the following
Wednesday evenings at the same time.

Bands will be located on Central
Avenue next to Banana Republic, the
lawn in front of the North Avenue Train
Station, the corner of East Broad and
Prospect Streets, and Elm Street in
front of the Baptist Church.

“Sweet Sounds Downtown is ex-
tremely popular for all ages. From con-
temporary or traditional jazz to blues to
big band, there are live performances to
please everyone,” said Sherry Cronin,
DWC executive director. “The event is
great for businesses downtown on Tues-
day night.”

According to Beth Brenner, assis-
tant executive director, “We have a mix
of great bands which played in past
festivals as well as new bands this year.
Sweet Sounds has become so popular
that we have to turn away many tal-
ented groups.”

The Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz
Festival schedule of performers is as
follows:

Tuesday, July 6: The Full Count Big
Band, Central Avenue; Karl Latham
Group, East Broad Street and North
Avenue; Karen Rodriguez Latin Jazz
Ensemble, Elm Street; Filthy Rich and
the Poor Boys, North Avenue;

Tuesday, July 13: David Aaron Quin-
tet, Central Avenue; Michael Packer
Blues Band, East Broad Street and
North Avenue; Carrie Jackson, Elm
Street; Mike Kaplan Nonet, North Av-

enue.
Tuesday, July 20: Taino, Central

Avenue, and B.D. Lenz, East Broad
Street and North Avenue; Patty
Cronheim Ensemble, Elm Street; Chris
Colaneri Quintet, North Avenue.

Tuesday, July 27: Marlene VerPlanck,
Central Avenue; Glenn Alexander Trio,
East Broad Street and North Avenue;
Gordon James, Elm Street; Richard
Reiter Swing Band, North Avenue.

Tuesday, August 3: Jazz Lobsters,
Central Avenue; Justin Derman Jazz
Trio, East Broad Street and North Av-
enue; La Balteuband, Elm Street;
Scarlett Lee Moore, North Avenue.

Tuesday, August 10: Dr. Dubious
and the Agnostics, Central Avenue;
Too Blue Lou and the Groove, East
Broad Street and North Avenue; Lauren
Shub Trio, Elm Street; Radam
Schwartz, North Avenue.

Tuesday, August 17: Nicole Hart,
Central Avenue; Eric Mintel Quartet,
East Broad Street and Central Avenue;
Bradford Hayes, Elm Street; Roxy
Perry, North Avenue.

Tuesday, August 24: Jimmy Jazz,
Central Avenue; Jerry Topinka, East
Broad Street and North Avenue; Les
Jumelles Jazz, Elm Street; Sandy Mack
Band, North Avenue.

Tuesday, August 31: Pam Purvis and
the Blues Skies Band, Central Avenue;
Pat Cuttitta Quintet, East Broad Street
and North Avenue; Dave Leonhardt
Trio, Elm Street; Grupo Yuri, North
Avenue.

For more information about
Westfield and other downtown events
taking place, call the DWC at (908)
789-9444 for a free Destination
Westfield brochure, including a shop-
ping, dining and service directory, as
well as an events calendar or visit
WestfieldToday.com for further details.

Fun Things to DO

This Summer...

‘Family Flix’ Begins 6/29
With Showing of Beethoven
COUNTY – The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders and the
Department of Parks and Community
Renewal announced the summer sched-
ule of “Family Flix” – the film series
that gives families a chance to catch a
movie under the stars in a Union County
park.

“Family Flix begin at dusk, but come
early to the park to enjoy interesting
preview activities at 7:15 p.m. that are
fun for the whole family,” said Free-
holder Vice-Chairman Deborah
Scanlon, liaison to the Parks and Rec-
reation Advisory Board.

“Bring a blanket or beach chair to
claim your spot on the lawn or save a
seat in the bleachers; either way, the
early birds are sure to like the preview
activity before each movie,” she said.

The opening film this summer will
be the 1992 comedy/drama, Beethoven,
starring Bonnie Hunt, Charles Grodin
and Dean Jones. Beethoven is an ador-
able puppy that escapes from
dognappers – and a beastly veterinar-
ian – to grow into a giant St. Bernard
and the center of attention for an unsus-
pecting family.

Beethoven will be shown outdoors,
free of charge at Warinanco Park on the
border of Roselle and Elizabeth on
Tuesday, June 29. The Union County
4-H Club will demonstrate the skills of
seeing-eye dogs at 7:15 p.m., before
the movie.

The other dates for Family Flix free

outdoor movies are:
Tuesday, July 6, at Warinanco Park:

USA Soccer players will demonstrate
their soccer skills and hold a shoot-out
before the screening of The Little Ras-
cals.

Tuesday, July 13, at Warinanco Park:
a display presented by the Union County
4-H Small Animals Club will be fol-
lowed by the animated feature film,
The Tale of Despereaux.

Tuesday, July 27, at Meisel Park in
Springfield: enjoy making paper-bag
hand puppet before watching The
Muppet Movie.

Tuesday, August 3, at Meisel Park:
singers from The Mystic Vision Play-
ers community theatre company of Lin-
den will entertain the audience before
Shrek 2.

Tuesday, August 17, at Nomahegan
Park in Cranford: Trailside naturalists
will lead a dusk stroll in the park to see
if evening noises are monsters and aliens
or simply bullfrogs and katydids, be-
fore the showing of Monsters vs. Aliens.

Tuesday, August 24 at Nomahegan
Park: Watchung Stable staff members
will guide lead-line rides on horses for
youngsters before the adventure com-
edy, Racing Stripes.

All movies start at dusk in nice
weather only. For more information,
call the Union County Department of
Parks and Community Renewal at (908)
527-4900. For rain information in the
parks, call (908) 558-4079 after 3 p.m.

Westfield Community Band
Honors Independence Day

WESTFIELD – Thomas Connors
and The Westfield Community Con-
cert Band will join the Sons and Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution to
present the annual town-wide Inde-
pendence Day Celebration on Thurs-
day, July 1, at 7:30 p.m. in
Mindowaskin Park.

The concert is part of the Westfield
Community Band’s Historic 98th
Summer Concert Series. The evening
will include a traditional and popular
works from American history. A fea-
tured work for the evening will be
Richard Rodger’s and Oscar
Hammerstein’s Oklahoma.

The first musical written by this
renowned team tells the story of a
cowboy, Curly, and his romance with
farm girl Laurey. The original Broad-
way production opened in 1943 and
was adapted into an Academy Award-
winning film in 1955.

This arrangement includes well-
known favorites such as “Oh, What a
Beautiful Mornin’,” “The Surrey with
The Fringe on Top” and “People Will
Say We’re in Love.”

Additional selections for this per-
formance include: “American Civil
War Fantasy” by Herry Bilik, “Ride”
by Samuel R. Hazo, “Porgy and Bess”
by George Gershwin and more.

The intermission of the program
will highlight Westfield’s town crier,
sharing local news stories with the
concert attendees and an Independence
Day address.

The Westfield Community Band

will continue its season on Thursdays,
July 8 and 15, followed by the Westfield
Community Swing Band “Nostalgia”
on July 22. The concert will be held in
Mindowaskin Park, located next to
the Westfield Municipal Building at
425 East Broad Street in Westfield.

The event is free to the public; audi-
ence members are encouraged to bring
blankets or chairs. In the event of
inclement weather, the concert will be
held in the Westfield Community
Room in the Westfield Municipal
Building.

The Westfield Community Concert
Band is sponsored by the Westfield
Recreation Department. For further
information, contact (908) 789-4080
or visit westfieldcommunityband.com.

Summer Kick-off Party
In LaGrande Park

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Rec-
reation Commission will hold
Fanwood’s fourth annual Party in the
Park at LaGrande Park on Tuesday,
June 29, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
(raindate is Wednesday, June 30).

Food, music, and beverages will be
available as well as rides for kids,
crafts and other amusements, and a
scavenger hunt (for the first 70 en-
trants who show up; bring a bag or
small basket) inspired by the free
movie of the evening, The Fantastic
Mr. Fox, which will begin at dusk.
Small fees will be charged for rides
and some food items.

Tramps Like Us Open Up
Summer Arts Festival

CRANFORD — The Union
County Summer Arts Festival 2010
concert series begins a new season of
music on Wednesday evening, June
30, with a performance by “Tramps
Like Us” – a Bruce Springsteen trib-
ute band. The free concert begins at
7:30 p.m. in Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside.

Tramps Like Us is a group of sea-
soned, professional musicians with a
repertoire of more than 100 tunes
from the Bruce Springsteen
songbook. Formed in 1990, Tramps
Like Us doesn’t just sound like the
Boss – they are the next best thing to
the Boss himself. They capture the
classic Springsteen sound and remain
true to the spirit and energy of the
music. The group delivers strong,
convincing, road-tested performances
with exceptional talent.

The Union County information van
will be at the concert site with staff to
answer questions and offer informa-
tion about programs and recreational
activities that are available to Union
County residents.

The Summer Arts Festival con-
certs continue throughout July and
August on Wednesdays beginning at
7:30 p.m. The first four of this
summer’s concerts will be held at
Echo Lake Park on the Mountainside-
Westfield border and the remaining
five concerts will be held at Oak
Ridge Park in Clark. Lawn chairs,
blankets and picnic baskets are en-
couraged. Refreshments and snacks
will be available from vendors.

The other free concerts in the Union
County Summer Arts Festival series
include: July 7 – The Machine Per-
forms Pink Floyd at Echo Lake Park;
July 14 – Bob Marley Tribute Show
at Echo Lake Park; July 21 – Taboo
(Santana tribute band) at Echo Lake
Park; July 28 – Strawberry Fields
(Beatles tribute band) at Oak Ridge
Park in Clark; August 4 – Doctor K’s
Motown Review; at Oak Ridge Park;
August 11 – The Rat Pack (music of

Sinatra and friends) at Oak Ridge
Park; August 18 – The Nerds (Jersey
Shore party band) at Oak Ridge Park;
August 25 – Jimmy and the Parrots
(Jimmy Buffett cover band) at Oak
Ridge Park.

In case of rain, concerts will be
held at the air-conditioned audito-
rium at Cranford High School, on
West End Place off Springfield Av-
enue in Cranford at 7:30 p.m.

For rain information call the Union
County Department of Parks and
Community Renewal at (908) 558-
4079 after 3 p.m., or visit
w w w . u c n j . o r g / p a r k s /
summerarts.html.

WF Author Goes From
Prison to Promised Land

WESTFIELD – Westfield author
Veronika Jordan will sign her book
on Saturday, June 26, from 1 to 3 p.m.
at Borders Express, located at 276
Woodbridge Center in Woodbridge.

Ms. Jordan will sign copies of her
autobiography, “You Have the Right
to Remain Silent: From Prison to the
Promised Land.”

The book tells of 40-year-old
Veronika, who seemed to have it all –
a home in Los Angeles with her hus-
band and two sons, a nursing job she
loved, and the things she had always
wanted. Soon, her life was spiraling
out of control, and she found herself
in the one place she never expected to
be – prison.

Two years later, when released,
she finds her world is still upside-
down. She turns to the bottle to soothe
away her pain and soon ends up on
the same path as her husband – that of
an alcoholic.

Unlike her husband, she finally
turns to Alcoholics Anonymous and
God for help. Just as she is beginning
to feel confident and on track again,
a family tragedy takes her back to her
past, where she realizes she has more
to face than alcohol addiction.

Education News

Altmann, McMorrow
Receive Teaching Awards

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS…Michael Altmann, left, representing
Edison Intermediate School (EIS) in Westfield, has been selected as the Outstand-
ing Intermediate School Teacher for 2010 by the Optimist Club of Westfield. Mr.
Altmann is in his seventh year as a Public Speaking and Drama teacher at EIS.
Denis McMorrow, representing Roosevelt Intermediate School (RIS), received
the Outstanding Intermediate School Teacher award for 2010 from the Optimist
Club of Westfield. Mr. McMorrow, a Language Arts teacher, is in his 16th year
of service to the students of RIS.

WESTFIELD – Westfield Public
School teachers Michael Altmann and
Denis McMorrow were named Out-
standing Intermediate School Teach-
ers for 2010 by the Optimist Club of
Westfield and were honored at the
Westfield Board of Education meet-
ing on May 25.

A reception in their honor was held
at Lincoln School prior to the busi-
ness portion of the meeting, with
resolutions presented by the board.

They are the recipients of the 13th
annual Optimist award, established
in 1998 to recognize the importance
of teaching in the intermediate grades.
The award is presented annually to
two Westfield teachers – one each
from Edison and Roosevelt Interme-
diate Schools.

Selected as one of the 2010 award
recipients, Mr. Altmann is in his sev-
enth year as a public speaking and
drama teacher at Edison Intermedi-
ate School in Westfield. His teaching
experience spans 15 years in New
Jersey public schools.

Prior to his career in education, Mr.
Altmann was a casting director for
Disney. He holds a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Communications and The-
ater from Kean University. He also
earned a degree in education at Kean
as well as a supervisory certificate.

In commenting on the Optimist
Award, he said, “I am truly humbled
by this award. It is an amazing acco-
lade that I will always cherish.”

Letters of nomination from Mr.
Altmann’s students include appre-
ciation for his enthusiasm and en-
couragement. One student explained
that after taking Mr. Altmann’s class,
“I was able to talk in front of people
without it being so scary.”

A parent of a former student wrote
about the life-long skills her son
achieved while being in Mr.
Altmann’s class and also added, “He
is someone who encourages you to
not only do your best, but challenges
you to grow as a person, whether it is

giving a speech in class or acting on
stage.”

The second 2010 Optimist winner
is Mr. McMorrow, who has served
the students at Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School for 16 years, combining
12 years as a Language Arts teacher
and four as an assistant principal.

He returned to his first love of
teaching middle school students, al-
though he said his experience in ad-
ministration “enabled me to truly
understand the ‘big picture’ of edu-
cation and how each person fits in the
whole system.”

With a degree in finance from Se-
ton Hall University, Mr. McMorrow
began his career on Wall Street be-
fore moving into the field of educa-
tion. He holds a master’s degree in

education from Seton Hall and later
earned a master’s degree in educa-
tional administration from Rutgers
University.

A student of Mr. McMorrow’s
wrote, “Mr. McMorrow encourages
us to think out of the box…He gets us
involved in class, and we have really
in-depth debates, amusing activities
for boring grammar, and helpful writ-
ing/grammar tips. Every day, I look
forward to language arts.”

Another student added, “Mr.
McMorrow is a motivating teacher.
He grades fairly, challenges me when
appropriate and is always positive.
He shows kids that they are more
capable of their abilities than they
think they are. He is awesome to be
around, and I am so lucky to be in his
class.”

“The fact that many students had
input on my nomination for this award
is particularly satisfying because as a
teacher, you work hard to have a
positive influence on your students
and hopefully make an impact on
them both academically and socially,”
said Mr. McMorrow. “To know that
has happened is personally reward-
ing and motivates me even more,” he
added.

Westfield Brothers Receive
Awards and Scholarships

Michael Rosin

Justin Rosin

WESTFIELD – Twin brothers, Jus-
tin and Michael Rosin, both seniors at
Westfield High
School, recently re-
ceived a number of
awards and schol-
arships from vari-
ous organizations.

In February, Jus-
tin was awarded the
Marc Hardy Hu-
man Rights Award
by the First Congre-
gational Church of
Westfield for his ac-
tive participation in
humanitarian ef-
forts both at
Westfield High
School and at the
P r e s b y t e r i a n
Church of
Westfield.

He was also
awarded a scholar-
ship from the Rotary Club for achieve-
ment, leadership and humanitarian
work; and also re-
ceived the Melvyn
L. Coren Award for
A c a d e m i c
Achievement and
Public Charity from
the College Men’s
Club of Westfield.

Justin received
the Lisa K.
Monteleone Teach-
ing Scholarship for
his ability to reach
out to others and to
effectively and per-
suasively commu-
nicate beliefs and
ideas to support a
worthy cause. In ad-
dition, Justin re-
ceived a scholar-
ship from the Par-
ent-Teacher Coun-
cil and a merit
scholarship from Ithaca College, where
he will attend in the fall. These scholar-
ships were awarded based on leader-
ship characteristics, philanthropic ac-
tivities and academics.

In March, Michael was awarded first
place in the Composition Contest of the
New Jersey Music Educators Associa-
tion (MEA) for an original piano com-

position. He performed this work, Sum-
mer Piece # 1, at the MEA Awards

Recital.
Michael also re-

ceived the
Westfield Musical
Club Scholarship
for achievement as
a composer and
was awarded the
Madeline Wild-
Bristol Scholarship
from the Westfield
High School Fine
Arts Department.
This scholarship is
given to an art, the-
ater or music stu-
dent who demon-
strates continuous
achievement in the
arts for all four
years of high
school.

Michael also re-
ceived scholarships from both the Par-
ent-Teacher Council and the College

Men’s Club of
Westfield. The Col-
lege Men’s Club
honor is referred to
as the Keith Hertell
III Award for Per-
forming Arts. In
addition, the
Harmonium Choral
Society awarded
him second place
for an original cho-
ral composition.

In May, he con-
ducted the pre-con-
cert lecture for the
Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra’s
performance of
Beethoven’s Ninth
Symphony and pre-
sented a longer ver-
sion of the lecture
to Franklin School

fifth graders.
This month the Westfield High

School Concert Choir performed his
first place choral work, Sapientia Pacis
(The Wisdom of Peace), at the choral
concert where he conducted. Michael
will attend the John J. Cali School of
Music at Montclair State in the fall as a
music-composition major.

Education News

WF’s Erickson to Attend Summer Academy

BATTLE ON…Fifth graders from Washington Elementary School battled it out
in the “Battle of the Books.” Librarian Susan Heyder grouped the fifth graders
into teams in which they worked together cooperatively to read 16 different titles
over three months. The winning team from each class (with the most books read)
met for the finale, answering questions in a game-show format about the books.
“The Battle” provided an opportunity for students to explore different types of
literature. Pictured, left to right, are: Alaina Brotman, Chris Hoernner, Catherine
Li, Alex Pansini, fifth-grade teacher Susan McClelland, Alisha Asiga, Max Cerra
and Chloe Schaffer.

WESTFIELD – Justin Erickson of
Westfield High School has been ac-
cepted to attend the 2010 Vanderbilt
Summer Academy (VSA), a program
for gifted students in grades 8 through
12 hosted by Vanderbilt University’s
Program’s for Talented Youth (PTY).

Students who attend VSA are
among the brightest in the country,
scoring in the top tier on academic
achievement tests such as the SAT
and ACT.

“VSA classes develop students’
critical thinking skills, encourage in-
tellectual exploration, and teach them
how to thrive in a college classroom
setting,” said PTY Director Tamra
Stambaugh. “Students are able to push
their intellectual limits alongside
friends who also appreciate the sheer
joy of learning and discovery.”

VSA consists of one-week, two-
week and three-week sessions, each
featuring challenging courses taught
in university classrooms and labora-
tories by Vanderbilt scholars.

Justin will attend a three-week ses-
sion in Engineering. He is a member
of the Westfield Chapter of the Na-
tional Honor Society and the Spanish

National Honor Society.
Vanderbilt University’s PTY seeks

to identify and aid academically tal-
ented youth from diverse educational,
racial and economic backgrounds by
providing academic enrichment and
challenge, balance and healthfulness
in their lives.

WF’s Sarah Round
Becomes Veterinarian
WESTFIELD – Sarah Round has

been awarded the Doctor of Veteri-
nary Medicine degree from Michi-
gan State University’s College of
Veterinary Medicine. She received
the degree during commencement and
hooding ceremonies on campus May
7.

Sarah is the daughter of Phil and
Elizabeth Round of Westfield and is
a 2002 graduate of Westfield High
School.

She received the Small Animal
Surgery Award at the Senior Banquet
on May 6. Sarah will begin a small
animal rotating internship at Garden
State Veterinary Hospital in Tinton
Falls this June.


