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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

FEENEY LED IN B.A., RUTMEYER WINS, PACE THEFTS

Baseball Cougars Simply Stole
UCT, Sectional, Group 3 Titles

KELLY HARDMAN NAMED FIRST TEAM ALL-GROUP 3

Cranford Cougars Selected
U.C. Softball ‘Team of Year’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Little things turned into huge op-
portunities, and the Cranford High
School baseball team exercised the
discipline to take full advantage this
season. The Cougars clawed their
way to a sixth Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) title, a North Jersey,
Group 3, Section 2 title and an
NJSIAA Group 3 championship to

finish 26-5.
For every inch yielded, the Cou-

gars took a mile, especially with ref-
erence to walks and hit batters. The
Cougars, who finished ranked fourth
in the state, drew 114 bases-on-balls
(BB) and received 39 hit-by-pitches,
and they made their opponents pay
dearly with 111 stolen bases. The
numbers 1, 2 and 3 batters, Sean
Trotter, Nick Pace and Eric Walano,
respectively, accounted for 62 of those
stolen bases.

“This team was very talented. We
had very good athletes, who played
other sports. We had soccer players
with quick feet and Sean Trotter was
a halfback on the football team, so we
took advantage of that athleticism,”
Cougar Head Coach Dennis
McCaffrey said.

Pace, a senior centerfielder, was
the “chief thief” with 29 stolen bases
(third in the state) out of 30 attempts.
His timing and alert base running
also provided key runs in crucial
games, especially in the Group 3 semi-
final game against Lakeland when he
took advantage of a slight fielding
pause to score in the third inning to
give the Cougars a 3-1 lead.

“He scored from second base on

that play. He is a very aggressive and
smart base runner. He’s pretty laid
back,” coach McCaffrey said.

Pace finished with a .410 batting
average (BA) – 34-for-83 – 37 runs
scored, 16 RBI, five doubles and three
triples, while drawing 20 BB’s and
being hit once.

Walano, a junior right fielder, also
batted .410 (34-for-83), with 38 runs
scored, 22 RBI, six doubles, four
triples and five sacrifices. He drew 11
walks and was second on the team
with nine hit-by-pitches (HBP). He
was also a terror on the bases with 15
stolen bases, and he scored the win-
ning run in the 6-5 victory over
Westfield in the UCT championship
game. Walano, along with Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raider Joe
D’Annunzio had been nominated for
the All-Union County Player of the
Year – D’Annunzio got the nod.

“Eric is a student athlete and will
do anything for the team. He was a
successful catcher his sophomore
year and agreed to play right field for
the team. If we were trying to get
something going, he was right in the
middle of it,” coach McCaffrey said.

Trotter, a junior shortstop, had a

Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It comes as no real surprise that the
Cranford High School softball team
has been selected as the Union County
“Team of the Year” by The Star-Led-
ger. The 23-4 Cougars finished their
season with a 4-3 victory over Gover-
nor Livingston (GL) to claim their
fourth Union County Tournament
(UCT) championship (2006, 2007,
2008, 2010) in five years and fourth
under head coach Bob Bruno.

In that championship game, the
Cougars took a 2-0 lead in the top of
the first inning. Junior shortstop
Nicole Ravetier blasted a solo home
run and senior third baseman Taylor
D’Antico ripped an RBI single. The

Highlanders answered in the third
inning to tie the score, 2-2, when
Paige Murphy whacked a two-run
home run.

The Highlanders snatched a 3-2
lead in the fourth inning, but in the
fifth inning, Cougars Olivia Salinardo
and Brianna Capece each laid down
bunt singles. Ravetier singled and
freshman Julie Siragusa singled to
bring home Salinardo and Capece,
respectively, with the tying and even-
tual winning run.

After a season-opening loss to GL,
the Cougars began rolling with a 4-3
victory over the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders in Game 1 of the
Cougar Classic at Adams Field in
Cranford on April 3. Siragusa, who

alternated the pitching responsibili-
ties with Hardman this season, im-
mediately demonstrated that she was
the “real deal” by recording nine
strikeouts.

While not on the mound, Hardman
patrolled centerfield. In that game
against the Raiders, she bashed a
leadoff solo home run and continued
to be a terror at the plate, finishing
with a .392 batting average (BA) and
28 runs scored. Once on first base,
she was also a sure bet to swipe
second base.

Last year, Hardman’s earned run
average (ERA) was below one run
per game (0.34). She averaged 10
strikeouts per game to total more

DONOHUE TOSSES FIRE, HRs; KANE THREE-RUN HR

Cranford Foils Raiders, 10-0,
In Cal Ripken Dist. Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Flame throwing Eric Donohue
tossed a one-hitter, walked two and
struck out four as the Cranford 12-
year-old baseball team defeated Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 10-0, in four innings
in the first round of the Cal Ripken
District 12 Tournament at Gumbert
Field 2 in Westfield on June 21.

“Eric is a great kid. He’s got great
physical tools. Obviously, he is a big
kid. He’s 5’8” and 140 pounds. More

importantly, he’s a great kid. He picks
everyone up. He loves playing base-
ball and he is a great teammate. That
is first and foremost, and the fact that
he throws 70 miles-per-hour doesn’t
hurt at all either,” Cougar Head Coach
Joe Norton said.

“He threw a great game. He threw
the ball hard, and I think our kids
were a little bit intimidated. They let
it get in their heads, and that’s what
we talked about right down the line,
so that won’t happen again,” Raider
Head Coach Glenn Deusch said. “He
[Donohue] changes the game
quickly.”

Julian Korduba was the only
Raider to get a single off Donohue

when he chopped a single past short
with Griffen Whitmer, who was on
first base with a walk, with two outs
in the second inning. A heads-up
play for a putout to first base by
Cougar catcher Josh Cucuzzella fol-
lowed to prevent the Raiders from
scoring. Donohue’s other walk was
to Raider leadoff hitter George
Leichtling in the first inning.

The young Cougars showed a re-
markable similarity to this year’s
Cranford High School team players,
who were absolute terrors on the base
paths and finished their champion-
ship season with 111 steals. Playing
with a 70-foot distance between bases,
the young Cougars had eight stolen
bases in the game.

“We get it from them [high school].
They don’t get it from us. We like to
play aggressively. They are 12-year-
old kids. They love to have fun. What
they love about playing 50-70 is they
can lead and steal, so we let them run
and have fun,” said coach Norton.
“At this level, with 70-foot bases, it’s
really hard to throw kids out. The
pitcher has got to do a good job of
keeping them close. The catcher’s
got to have a really good gun. We
don’t have the fastest team in the
world, but we work on base running
a lot. We work on getting good jumps.
We work on sliding away from the
tag. You don’t need to be super fast to
be a good base runner.”

The Cougars also provided plenty
of offense with 12 hits, which in-

cluded two home runs and four
doubles. Brandon Kane (2-for-2, 2
runs scored) crushed a three-run
homer to give the Cougars a 3-0 lead
at the end of one inning. Donohue,
who finished 2-for-2 with three runs
scored and a walk, hammered a solo
blast in the five-run third inning. Pat
Knight doubled, singled, scored twice
and swiped a pair of bases. Joe Norton
had an RBI double and an RBI single,
and scored once. Jamie Brawley (RBI,
run scored) and Sean Leahey each
singled, and Cocuzzella singled,
walked and scored once. Nick Ballas
cracked a two-run, ground rule
double.

Several hit-and-run plays also
worked to the Cougars’ advantage,
especially the final one off the bat of
Norton in the bottom of the fourth,
which drove in the 10th run to end the
game via 10-run rule.

“They like to do stuff that they see
the high school team do. We work on
hit-and-run. We try to hit behind the
runner and keep it fun for them,”
coach Norton said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 000 0 0
Cranford 305 2 10
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Summer Sports:
Look for Summer
Men’s Softball and
Youth Baseball on the
Cougar Online
Exclusive Pages:
Cranford Coaches who want
their teams covered, please

call Assistant Publisher/
Sports Editor Dave Corbin
at (908) 232-4407 or e-mail

dcorbin@goleader.com

This story is also  in
the printed portion of
The Westfield Leader

2010 RAIDER

SOCCER CAMP
at Scotch Plains -

Fanwood High School

Director

Tom Breznitsky
SP-FHS

Boys Varsity Coach

Home of the

7 time

NJ State Champion

Boys’ Soccer Team

JULY 5-9
JULY 26-30

For More Information, Please Call:

Tom Breznitsky (908) 322-6102

email: raidercamp@verizon.net

www.spfraidersoccercamp.com

“The Only Local Camp

Not Held in a Park!”

Goal Keeper Training

Tactical Camp for Teams

Novice to Advanced

Grades 1-11

Indoor Facilities

Boys & Girls

Fully Insured

Our 18th Consecutive Season

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Martha in,
and she’ll bring results!

Martha Schilling

Call For
More Information!

COLONIAL

Westfield. Classic 3 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Colonial with hardwood floors, fireplace in Living Room, Formal
Dining Room with access to Sun Room and fenced rear yard with brick patio. Eat-In-Kitchen, Family Room,
Large Bedrooms, walkup attic, Play/Rec room, storage area, 1/2 bath and laundry in basement.

See Game Photos
On Cougar Page 3

Also see – 10jun21-cr-spf-base

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE OF THE BEST…Cranford pitcher/centerfielder Kelly Hardman, right, was named to the All-UC First Team and All-
Group 3 First Team. She finished this season with a .392 batting average and 28 runs scored.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIRST TEAM ALL-UNION COUNTY, FIRST TEAM ALL-GFROUP 3…Cougar first basemam Nick Cook provided
power with four home runs, two triples and 10 doubles. He batted .333 with 29 RBI, 26 runs scored and four stolen bases.


