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CHIRICELLA GETS 2 HITS, 3 RBI; WAGNER 3-RUN 3B

WF Blue Plates 5 in 5th; Tops
WF White Baseball 10s, 10-5

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Momentum swings finally tilted in
the direction of the Westfield Blue 10-
year-old baseball team in its 10-5 vic-
tory over Westfield White in New Provi-
dence Green League action at Gumbert
2 Field in Westfield on June 17.

Westfield Blue quickly rebounded
from a tough season opener, and got
key defensive plays from outfielders
Jack Johnson and Kevin Fuller, and
infielders Mile Brancatella, Ryan
Chiricella and Matt Feinberg that
squashed a few Westfield White ral-
lies. Starting pitcher Tyler Hoffman,
Hunter Hagen and Chiricella com-
bined for six strikeouts, while allow-
ing seven hits and seven walks.

“Fuller and Johnson! All-around
fielders, great defense! They hit their
cutoffs. We got good pitching from
Tyler Hoffman, Hunter Hagen and
Ryan Chirichella, great infielding

from Miles Brancatella and Matt
Fienberg. All around, it was just a
great team effort. They played sound
fundamental baseball,” Westfield
Blue coach Ron Brancatella said.
“That is the emphasis, for them to
learn and execute, and we did it.”

Westfield White gained the mo-
mentum early with two runs in the
top of the first, but the Blue came
back with a run in the second and four
in third to shift the momentum. The
White fought back with three in the
fourth to recapture the lead, but the
Blue answered loudly with five runs
in the bottom of the inning to capture
the momentum for good.

“The boys played very well. Every
at bat is always different. You never
know what they are going to do. It
always depends on pitchers,”
Westfield White coach Pat Pucciarelli
said. “You can always teach the kids
the fundamentals of the game, but
because they are so young, they tend
to go with those mood swings. As a
coach, that’s the hardest thing, to
keep them in a positive light, to get
them to realize, if you keep playing
the game, you never know what’s
going to happen.”

The Blue managed to receive 13
walks and totaled six hits. The most
dramatic hit was the bases-loaded
three-run triple off the metal stick of
Chris Wagner in the third inning.
Chiricella was influential with an RBI
single in the third and a two-run single
in the fifth just before Rory McGovern
followed with a two-run single. Hagan
went 1-for-2 with a run scored, and
Fuller singled and scored twice.
Hoffman scored once and had an

Because Westfield Blue was the
home team, it wore white uniforms
and Westfield White wore the blue
uniforms.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JUST GETTING BACK IN TIME…Westfield Blue’s Jamie Petrovcik, white uniform, gets back to first just in time before
Westfield White first baseman Jack Cerria, blue uniform, can make the tag.

DONOHUE TOSSES FIRE, HRs; KANE THREE-RUN HR

Cranford Foils Raiders, 10-0,
In Cal Ripken Dist. Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Flame throwing Eric Donohue
tossed a one-hitter, walked two and
struck out four as the Cranford 12-
year-old baseball team defeated
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 10-0, in
four innings in the first round of the
Cal Ripken District 12 Tournament
at Gumbert Field 2 in Westfield on
June 21.

“Eric is a great kid. He’s got great
physical tools. Obviously, he is a big
kid. He’s 5’8” and 140 pounds. More
importantly, he’s a great kid. He picks
everyone up. He loves playing base-

ball and he is a great teammate. That
is first and foremost, and the fact that
he throws 70 miles-per-hour doesn’t
hurt at all either,” Cougar Head Coach
Joe Norton said.

“He threw a great game. He threw
the ball hard, and I think our kids
were a little bit intimidated. They let
it get in their heads, and that’s what
we talked about right down the line,
so that won’t happen again,” Raider
Head Coach Glenn Deusch said. “He
[Donohue] changes the game
quickly.”

Julian Korduba was the only
Raider to get a hit off Donohue when
he chopped a single past short with
Griffen Whitmer, who was on first
base with a walk, with two outs in
the second inning. A heads-up play
for a putout to first base by Cougar

catcher Josh Cocuzzella followed to
prevent the Raiders from scoring.
Donohue’s other walk was to Raider
leadoff hitter George Leichtling in
the first inning.

The young Cougars showed a re-
markable similarity to this year’s
Cranford High School team players,
who were absolute terrors on the base
paths and finished their champion-
ship season with 111 steals. Playing
with a 70-foot distance between bases,
the young Cougars had eight stolen
bases in the game.

“We get it from them [high school].
They don’t get it from us. We like to
play aggressively. They are 12-year-
old kids. They love to have fun. What
they love about playing 50-70 is they
can lead and steal, so we let them run

See more Photos of Game
on Cougar Online page 3:

See more Photos of Game
on Cougar Online page 3:Probitas Verus Honos
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See WHS Girls Lax Wrap-up
All-Group, All-County on Page 10

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NAILING A POTENTIAL THIEF…Raiders third baseman Chris Duffy gets the throw from pitcher Connor McSherry in
time to nail Cougar Pat Knight attempting to steal third in the third inning of the Cal Ripken District 12 Tournament.


