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GENEROUS KIDS…Students at the Redeemer Lutheran School in Westfield
gather for presentation of their donation to The Arc of Union County. The
donation will benefit the playground fence project at The Arc Bright Beginnings
Child Development Center in Cranford. On hand to accept the donation was
Tanner Bell, pictured at far left, The Arc’s Ambassador of Goodwill 2010 and a
student at The Arc Kohler School.

Redeemer School Students
Make Donation to The Arc

WESTFIELD – Students of Re-
deemer Lutheran School in Westfield
presented a donation on June 2 to The
Arc of Union County. The students,
who make weekly chapel offerings to
help others in the community, elected
to donate their offerings from April
and May to The Arc.

The Arc of Union County is recog-
nized for supporting and empowering
individuals with developmental dis-
abilities from “Golden Books to Golden
Years.” Tanner Bell, The Arc’s Ambas-
sador of Goodwill 2010 and currently a
student at The Arc Kohler School, was
in attendance to receive the check.

The $250 donation will help support
the playground fence project at The
Arc Bright Beginnings Child Develop-
ment Center in Cranford, which pres-
ently serves 72 children of all abilities
from many area communities.

“We are thrilled with how commu-
nity-focused Redeemer Lutheran stu-
dents are, and look forward to walk-
ing with them on their Mission Walk
as part of The Arc’s ‘Fifth Annual
Step Up for The Arc’ on September
25,” said Natalie Krauser McCarthy,
The Arc’s Development and Special
Events Program Manager. For more
information about the walk/run, visit
firstgiving.com/arc-union.

Founded in 1949, The Arc of Union
County is a non-profit organization
that serves more than 1,000 children

and adults with developmental dis-
abilities and their families.

In New Jersey, The Arc of Union
County provides an array of programs
and services enabling individuals with
disabilities, and their families, to re-
alize full, productive and enhanced
lives. For more information about
The Arc or to volunteer, contact
Debbie Dreher at (973) 315-0060 or
ddreher@arcunion.org.

Library Reveals Reduction
In Hours Effective July 1

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library has announced
a reduction in hours starting Thurs-
day, July 1, 2010. The library will
now close at 5 p.m. on Tuesday and
Wednesday evenings. For the months
of July and August, Saturday hours
will be from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., and
Sunday hours will be eliminated.

According to a release issued by
the library, the board of trustees
took this action as a result of a large
cut in the operating budget by the
township and elimination of ser-
vices from the State of New Jersey.
Many staff will see a reduction in
their hours as a result of the cuts,
the library release said.

“We regret this move and know
that a reduction in open hours will
place a strain on our many custom-
ers,” said Meg Kolaya, library direc-
tor. “We sincerely hope to be able to
restore these hours in future years.”

This is the second year that the
library budget has been reduced by
the township. Pending cuts from
the state include elimination of
online databases, interlibrary loan
and delivery, training, regional ser-
vices and web-hosting, according
to the library release.

Hours for July and August will

now be: Monday and Thursday, 9
a.m. to 9 p.m.; Tuesday and Friday, 9
a.m. to 5 p.m.; Wednesday, 8 a.m. to
5 p.m., and Saturday, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The library will be closed on Sunday.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue in the
center of the township. For further
information or directions, call (908)
322-5007.

Dembiecs Welcome
Son, Peyton Alfred

Jeffrey and Vicki Dembiec of
Scotch Plains have announced the
birth of their son, Peyton Alfred
Dembiec, on Thursday, October 22,
2009, at 4:12 p.m. at Overlook Hos-
pital in Summit.

Peyton weighed 7 pounds and 6
ounces and measured 19¾ inches in
length at birth. He joins his brothers,
Patrick, 9, Michael, 8, and Matthew, 6.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Jarold and Marcia Abbott of Port
St. Lucie, Fla.

Walter and Karen Dembiec of
Hilton Head Island, S.C., formerly of
Westfield, are his paternal grandpar-
ents.

GOLDEN DAY…Peter and Gloria Abitante celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary at the Spanish Tavern in Mountainside on June 12. They have been
residents of Westfield for 45 of their 50 years together. Pictured with the couple
are their sons, George and Peter; their daughters-in-law, Patty and Yon, and their
grandchildren, Miki, Alissa, Kristen, Alexandra and Max.

Local Girl Scouts Among
143 Gold Award Honorees

GARWOOD – One hundred-and-
forty-three young women were pre-
sented with Girl Scouting’s highest
honor for its girl members – the Girl
Scout Gold Award – at Girl Scouts
Heart of New Jersey’s (GSHNJ) Sec-
ond Annual Gold Award Dinner and
Ceremony on June 6 at The Westwood
in Garwood.

GSHNJ’s seven-county region in-
cludes Hudson, Essex, Union,
Somerset, Hunterdon, southern War-
ren and parts of Middlesex. Among
the communities represented were
Cranford (two girls), Scotch Plains
(three girls) and Westfield (10 girls),
along with Fanwood, Clark and
Kenilworth, each of which had one
girl earning this high honor.

The Girl Scout Gold Award is
achieved by girls who undertake rigor-
ous leadership projects by committing
a minimum of 65 hours to their plan-
ning, implementation and completion.

The project portion of the award
challenges the girls to venture out
into the community and address the
root cause of an issue. Gold Award
candidates use community resources

to create something that will have a
lasting impact long after the project is
completed. Approximately 6 percent
of Girl Scout Seniors and Ambassa-
dors nationwide earn the Gold Award.

The keynote speaker for the Achieve-
ment Ceremony was Rutherford native
Dr. Liz Henry. A First Class Girl Scout
(the predecessor to the Gold Award),
Dr. Henry earned a degree in English
from Princeton University and a de-
gree in Medicine at the University of
Pennsylvania Medical School.

An active Girl Scout volunteer and
the mother of a Cadette Girl Scout, Dr.
Henry leads GSHNJ Service Unit 67
in Franklin Township. She also con-
ducts workshops for “tweens” and
teens on health and wellbeing, and is
developing a website for these age
groups and their parents that will ad-
dress such issues as self-esteem, bul-
lying and peer pressure.

GSHNJ is one of New Jersey’s larg-
est girl-serving organizations, com-
prising more than 26,000 girls and
11,000 volunteers. For more informa-
tion on Girl Scouts or to volunteer, call
(908) 232-3236 or visit gshnj.org.

St. John’s Announces
Women’s Day Events
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Women’s

Ministry of St. John’s Baptist Church
will hold its annual Pre-Women’s Day
Weekend services on Saturday, June
27, beginning with an Early Morning
Prayer and Morning Glory Hour from
7 to 8 a.m. A Fellowship Luncheon
will take place at 11:30 a.m.

On Sunday, June 28, the Reverend
Maria Crompton, an assistant minis-
ter at the First Congregation Chris-
tian Church in Irvington, will be the
guest speaker at the 10 a.m. service.
St. John’s Special Women’s Day
Choir will provide the music. All
women are asked to wear white.

The public is invited to attend. St.
John’s Baptist Church is located at
2387 Morse Avenue in Scotch Plains.
For more information, call the church
at (908) 232-6972.

Children’s Summer Events
To Start Tuesday at Library
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-

morial Library will offer a diverse
program of summer activities for
children entitled “Make A Splash! –
Read.”

According to Children’s Librar-
ian Susan Staub, the summer itiner-
ary will include storytimes, book
groups, music, crafts and drama. The
library is located at North Avenue
and Tillotson Road.

Registration is now being accepted
for the various reading programs,
open to children in kindergarten
through grade 7. These programs
will run from Wednesday, June 30,
through Friday, August 13. All are
available free of charge.

“Make A Splash! – Read” will cel-
ebrate its opening on June 30 with an
inflatable slide/maze, “Wilson the
Whale,” on the library lawn from 10:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for children in
kindergarten through grade 5.

The Summer Drama Workshop
(for grades 5 to 9), which will begin
Tuesday, June 29, and end with two
performances on Wednesday, July
28, also is accepting registrations
for sessions in June and July. All
sessions must be attended. Space is
limited.

Funding for the Summer Drama
Workshop has been made possible
in part by the New Jersey State Coun-
cil on the Arts, Department of State,
a partner agency of the National
Endowment for the Arts, through a
grant administered by the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs. This program also re-
ceives funding from the Friends of
the Fanwood Memorial Library.

Special family events under the
banner Monday Nights Are Special
will take place at 7 p.m. They will
include “Beauty and the Beast Sto-
rytellers” on July 12; “The Turtle
Stage Show,” featuring author and
turtle specialist Steve Woyce with
live turtles and tortoises, on July 19;

“Pirate Magic,” with magician Mark
Dolson, on July 26; “Marine Sci-
ence Party,” with marine biologist
Diane Gitler, on August 2, and
“Bubble Night” (be prepared to get
wet) on August 9.

Craft sessions will be held on
Wednesdays at noon from July 7
through August 11, for kindergarten
through grade 5. Prior registration is
not required.

Area residents are invited to visit
the library for details on the Sum-
mer Musical Workshop: Three of a
Kind, and additional dates plus in-
formation regarding specific pro-
grams. They also may call (908)
322-4377 or access the Events Cal-
endar at fanwoodlibrary.org.

GOLDEN GROUP…Girl Scouts from Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Cranford were among 143 young women from Girl Scouts Heart of New Jersey
who received their Gold Award during a ceremony June 6 at The Westwood in
Garwood.

This summer, 
do something that’ll
last a lifetime.
• Get started on a college career or earn credits to-

ward your degree with UCC’s Summer Session.
• Convenient 3 to 12 week sessions

• Attend class at any of several locations or learn from
home with Telecourses & Online courses

R E G I S T E R  T O D A Y !
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For information call 908-709-7518 – or – 
visit us online at www.ucc.edu
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Cranford High School Sports

See it online at

www.goleader.com

(link is at bottom of page)

Cranford Sports Archives

From September 2009 are available.

Hiking Club Activities
Are Available to All

COUNTY – The Union County
Hiking Club invites members of the
community to take part in its regular
schedule of hiking and bicycling ac-
tivities, most of which are held in
central and northern New Jersey.

Membership dues are $10 per year.
Prospective members are invited to
try out the club by participating in up
to three outings before joining. To
request a complimentary schedule,
which includes a new member appli-
cation, call Union County Parks at
(908) 527-4900.

RUNNING FOR LIFE…Six Westfield residents participated on June 13 in the
Lake Placid, N.Y. Half Marathon (13.1 miles) as members of The Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society’s (LLS) Team In Training. More than $530,000 was raised by
New Jersey runners, with close to $15,000 from the Westfield group. All the
Westfielders finished the race, with Sandra Alfano taking first out of all LLS New
Jersey finishers. Jim Brucia was the top fundraiser out of the 28 New Jersey
participants. The other Westfield runners were Peter Anderson (not pictured),
Amy Anderson, Julia DeSantis and Judy Brucia. The team ran in honor of Jean
Jestere, Judy Brucia’s mother, who currently is fighting leukemia.

Rahway AARP Posts
Casino Trip July 1

AREA – The American Associa-
tion of Retired Persons (AARP) of
Rahway will hold its monthly trip to
Atlantic City’s Showboat Casino on
Thursday, July 1.

The cost is $22, with a $30 cash
voucher. The bus will leave at 8:30
a.m. and return at 6:30 p.m. To reserve
a spot, interested individuals are asked
to call Irene at (732) 499-7740.

Oasis-Church-NJ. com Plans
New Series Starting Sunday
MOUNTAINSIDE – Oasis-

Church-NJ.com will begin a new
series entitled “Fanatic” this Sun-
day, June 27, at 11 a.m. Church
services are held at 1180 Spruce
Drive in Mountainside. All are wel-
come. David Butler is lead pastor.

The upcoming series will focus
on the things that people worship
and will explore whether individu-
als are as fanatical about showing
their praise for God as they are
about showing off their house, or if

they devote as much time and en-
ergy to their spiritual lives as they
do to such pastimes as concerts and
sporting events.

Begun as an online advice site,
Oasis-Church-NJ.com offers a
blend of relevant Biblical messages
for 21st-century living, contempo-
rary Christian music, safe children’s
programs, food and opportunities
for fellowship. For more informa-
tion, visit Oasis-Church-NJ.com
online or call (732) 406-7821.


