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· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
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( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
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BillLogue.com
Blogue.retirementtime.com

Registered Representative of INVEST Financial Corporation (INVEST), member FINRA/SIPC. 
INVEST and its affiliated insurance agencies offer securities, advisory services and certain 
insurance products and are not affiliated with Clear Focus, LLC.

Call or stop by for a complimentary 
Retirement Plan Analysis.

10fj8278-0611-71596

    Is your financial
advisor MIA?(Missing in Action)
When was the last time you sat do
to review your investments?

When was the last time your finan
along with your attorney and CPA

Individualized Financial
Planning Services:

• Education Planning
• Retirement Planning
• Investment Planning
• Risk Planning
• Estate Planning

Located at
1199 Route 22 East

Mountainside, NJ 07092

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Daunno Development is Proud to Announce
 The Grand Opening of Forest Glen Estates!
WESTFIELD – On Saturday and

Sunday, June 26 and 27, Daunno
Development Company, LLC will
unveil the first home at Forest Glen
Estates. The
project is a luxuri-
ous, three-lot sub-
division set on a
new cul-de-sac ad-
jacent to Rahway
Avenue in
Westfield, N.J.
The homes will
back a preserved
section of
Tamaques Park,
and the cul-de-sac
will be exclusive to the three homes.

These unique homes are planned
to start at 4,000 square feet, with
three-car side-entry garages, finished
basements (two of three will be walk-
out), generous allowances for cabi-
nets, countertops, appliances and
complete landscape packages.

Each home at Forest Glen will be
custom designed by Beer and
Coleman Architects of Warren. The
exteriors will boast Hardie Plank sid-
ing, AZEK trim and beautiful cul-
tured stone. The interiors will in-
clude hardwood floors, marble tile,
exquisite woodwork and trim, and
the latest trends in tile and cabinetry.

According to the company’s Mar-

keting Director, Rudolph A. Daunno,
III, “This grand opening is an event
for the community. While there are
only three homes for sale in the subdi-

vision, we feel at-
tending can ben-
efit any home-
owner. Are you
considering a new
home, addition or
renovation? Come
take a look at our
work firsthand!
Are you remodel-
ing a kitchen or
bathroom? Come
see the latest styles

and designs! Everyone is welcome!”
The homes will be offered through

Daunno Realty Services starting at
$1,749,000. The price will increase
on a per-square-foot basis for homes
larger than 4,000 feet. For more in-
formation on this project or any of
Daunno Development’s other work,
please visit us on the web at
www.daunno.com or call us at (732)
910-3043.

Directions: Mapquest / GPS 1538
Rahway Ave., Westfield, N.J. 07090

Time: 12-5 P.M. Saturday and Sun-
day, the 26th and 27th

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

The Enterprise

By HORACE CORBIN
SAL CARUANA and PETER ECHAUSSE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

www.goleader.com/planet

Insurance Industry’s Predatory
Pricing is Prelude to ObamaCare

Letters to the Editor
Caruana Is A ‘Hypocritical Tax-

Hiking, Right-Wing Political Stooge’

Divorce & Mediation

Estate Planning & Probate

General Practice

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. & Sat. Appointments

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney

N.J. Divorce Mediator

I recently read a letter in your paper by
former [Westfield] Republican Council-
man Sal Caruana in which he makes wild
accusations against myself and others in
county government. He even quotes the
late Ted Kennedy for his inspiration.

So I did a little research on former
Councilman Caruana, who has long touted
his governmental fiscal expertise and
work in the financial investment sector
off Wall Street. What I learned is that
Caruana voted to raise municipal (not
board of ed or county) taxes a whopping
61 percent —from 2003-2009 while he
served as councilman. What makes it
worse is that Caruana actually served as
the town’s fiscal chairman for several of
those years in which hefty tax increases
were made.

There’s something for Caruana, as a
member of council and alleged fiscal
expert, to hang his hat on.

I chuckled heartily when Caruana
called me a political stooge in his letter,
and even had the gall to quote Kennedy,
a Democrat, as his inspirational call to
action. So I did a little more research on
Caruana.

It appears Mr. Caruana has never met
a Republican he didn’t like making po-
litical contributions to during the past
two and a half decades. Caruana, accord-
ing to the website campaignmoney.com
and the New Jersey Election Law En-
forcement Commission, made over
$22,000 in political contributions to Re-
publican candidates and committees since
1996. (And I am not even including the
$1,000 contribution he made to Tina
Renna, herself a Cranford GOP county
committeewoman.) Perhaps it’s no coin-

cidence that many of these same candi-
dates favored deregulatory policies for
banks and investment businesses such as
Caruana’s.

Some of the illustrious names that Sal
Caruana donated money to include:
George Bush, Rudolph Giuliani, Rick
Santorum, Mike Ferguson, a whopping
$5,000 to the Republican National Com-
mittee in 2000 and Tom Kean, Jr., who
raked in more than $5,400 thanks to
Caruana’s zest for politics. Oh, and by the
way, there wasn’t a Democrat — cer-
tainly no one named Kennedy — that
Caruana contributed to during this time.

Thus, based on the facts, I think it’s fair
to assume that Sal Caruana himself is no
more than a hypocritical tax-hiking, right-
wing political stooge.

Sebastian D’Elia
Director of Public Information

County of Union

By SAL CARUANA
Spiraling healthcare costs are putting

enormous pressure on budgets in the pub-
lic and private sectors. As many insur-
ance companies try to push their profits
ahead of the negative impacts of
ObamaCare, they are raising premiums
through the roof in 2010 everywhere they
can.

Where they can is usually in places
where the insurer or his broker succeeds
in double-talking the company or mu-
nicipality, arguing that the entire increase
is justified because of the group’s poor
“experience” (health) in 2009.

While a jump in the number of claims
or a handful of new serious illnesses can
certainly impact a small group’s costs,
the national surge in premiums points to
something else going on here: uneven
predatory pricing by an industry trying to
capitalize on the mass confusion created
by the rancorous healthcare debate in
Washington.

The premium increase for my small
businesses, which had no experience
events in 2009, was 15 percent. Recently,
The Westfield Leader said “no thanks” to
its insurer’s attempt to double the price.
The Town of Westfield flatly refused to
accept a 24-percent increase in 2010 from
its insurer, Horizon, and negotiated it
down to 15 percent for a considerable
savings to the taxpayer.

Union County, on the other hand, has
accepted a 34-percent increase ($11 mil-
lion ) in 2010 from its new health insurer,
Cigna. A lengthy explanation from the
county’s broker, Brown and Brown, was
published in this newspaper on May 27.
Last year, claims totaled $7 million more
than premiums paid, and Union County’s
healthcare costs in 2010 will be now
almost $45 million, just under 10 percent
of its total budget.

In the insurance process, there is an
enormous conflict of interest that sur-
rounds independent insurance brokers.
While they ostensibly represent the buy-
ers, the sellers – the insurance companies
– pay the brokers. So, to whom does the
broker owe his loyalty when he is shop-
ping for insurance? Put another way, if
there was one seat left in the lifeboat, who
would the broker pull from the sea?

Maybe neither, as we found out in a
national scandal in 2004 that rocked the
health insurance industry. It was called
“throwing the quote.” In e-mails and
phone conversations, brokers from na-
tional firms were caught asking leading
insurance companies for written “A
quotes” and “B quotes” for specific cli-
ents. An A quote meant their best price,
while a B quote was understood to mean
more expensive than usual and by all
means non-competitive. The broker
would then present the unwitting client
with a handful of B quotes and one A
quote, which he knew would win the
business.

How did he choose the lucky com-
pany to offer the A quote? Usually it was
the one that offered the highest commis-
sion at the time. What is truly incredible
is that some of our nation’s most presti-
gious insurers participated in this price-
fixing scheme. Some later said that since
they were occasionally asked for A
quotes and won the subsequent busi-
ness, they were afraid to refuse requests
for B quotes.

The brokers were smart in that they
rotated the business around, which kept
the insurers interested and the scam alive.
When the fraud finally unraveled, both
the brokers and insurance companies pled
the same brazen defense: It had been a
common industry practice for years, one
they claimed insurance regulators either
accepted or chose to ignore.

Millions were paid in fines by multiple
parties, and among those who did jail
time was a senior executive officer of the
world’s largest insurance broker, Marsh
and McLennan. Millions more were lost
by consumers, who were forced by their
broker’s duplicity to pay higher prices for
health insurance.

Have compensation practices changed
since the 2004 scandal? No. In fact, confi-
dentiality prohibits the buyer from finding
out from the insurance company what
compensation their broker has earned on
his or her business. In January 2005, I
encouraged the Westfield Town Council
to successfully adopt a provision that re-
quires disclosure by the broker of commis-
sions earned as a condition of the relation-
ship. Is Brown and Brown’s commission
from Cigna on the $45-million transaction
public knowledge? If not, would they mind
telling us? How does the county select its
insurance broker?

Political corruption always follows the
money. An on-going risk in New Jersey is
that greedy politicians will tap eager bro-
kers and their huge commission honey
pots for a showing of appreciation. Maybe
it’s a meal and limo, Giants tickets, a
donation to one’s favorite charity or PAC,
a job for a nephew or perhaps an all-
expenses-paid trip to an “insurance con-
ference” in Atlantic City or Hawaii — or
maybe something worse.

Recently, the FBI asked for the insur-
ance records of more than 30 New Jersey
municipalities and school boards, and my
suspicion is that we are on the brink of yet
another major broker fraud, this time at
taxpayer expense.

Few who understand this business are
surprised. A relationship founded on such
an inherent conflict of interest can easily
become vulnerable to other moral haz-
ards, and to individuals who would seek
to take personal advantage of the fog.
Until we create policies that align broker
compensation with the public interest
and make the process more transparent,
the system and cost differentials will be
legitimate sources of concern.

South of the Mason-Dixon Line;
How Bad Can It Be?

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

If you go one mile past a WaWa and
take a right on Hogsbin Road, then an-
other right on Buckshutem Road, you
would think you were south of the Ma-
son-Dixon line – not in New Jersey. In
fact, you are south of the Mason-Dixon
line, and you are in Millville, N.J. – home
of New Jersey Motor Sports Park, a
sprawling 700-acre facility with two road
courses, family camping and a
motorsports country club.

From the perspective of residents in
our area, New Jersey starts north of the
Raritan River, and a day trip south of the
border is something that seldom comes to
mind. Yet, it’s easy and fun to do. Just
remember, our southern friends have little
knowledge of the Watchung Mountains.

Last Sunday, my son Ben and I were
invited by racecar drivers (weekend war-
riors) Rich Bodmer of Westfield and
Michael Ebert of Cranford to join them at
the three-hour team race, “Street Mods”
at the track.

They were terrific hosts, providing us
infield access to everything, including
radios to hear the poignant and colorful
dialogue during the fray: “Yellow flag
hell, they should push the #!$** piece of
junk off the track. What the #!$** is that
#!$** doing?”

Using their SUV, we traveled to differ-
ent areas of the 2.5-mile track, seeing the
fierce competition at the turns. The Mus-
tangs had the muscle and blew away their
six-banger BMW on the straight-aways.

The Ebert/Bodmer team accelerated
its Beemer perfectly through the S-turns.
Their skills are the real deal, and their
team strategy was right-on. Several times,
the Mustangs spun out but came right
back in it. The race was on.

“Damn, we’re out of gas, we’re out of
gas!” was the scream over the radio. A
scramble was on – back to trailer. Ice was
grabbed from the cooler (used for other

purposes) along with a piece of alumi-
num sheet metal. Then it was a run back
to the pit stop. The fuel pump was packed
with ice and the makeshift heat shield
installed (dam vapor locks).

Ebert is back on the track, and Bodmer
radios, “How’s it running!? How’s it run-
ning!?” – “Say again, say again,” yells
Ebert with the 6,000 RPM engine whine
in background. Eventually, we hear “Per-
fectly, perfectly.”

It’s kind of difficult to know exactly
who’s in first place during the timed race
with the three mandatory 10-minute pit
stops. Ebert/Bodmer bobbed from sec-
ond to fourth most of the time in the field
of 40 or so cars. The announcer said,
“Here comes The Westfield Leader mak-
ing a strong push for first.” (They let us
deck out the hood).

After about two-and-one-half hours
of racing, a few crashes and a couple of
disqualifications, Ebert/Bodmer finished
in second place. “Not bad with tires
from E-Bay, parts help from Sean
Dougherty at Eurosport in Westfield,
support from Jim Shinn of United Crane
in Kenilworth and sponsoring by Camille
Meyer of Tribeca Med Spa (NYC),”
says Rich.

“Just wait till I get that extra horse-
power in there with the eight-cylinder
engine, drop out the torque converter and
add the stick shift gear box; We’ll blow
away the Mustangs,” he says with a wink.
Ebert/Bodmer can be reached online at
www.racing-cards.net and by email —
race.cards@hotmail.com.

“Must have been terrible out there with
the heat on Sunday,” others said to me.

“Well, let’s see,” I replied. “I’m with
great people, have a charcoal burger laced
with NASCAR BBQ sauce in one hand,
a cold bottle of Bud [in the other], hear the
engines scream and tires squeal, get an
occasional whiff of 110 octane, and I am
with my son on Father’s Day – How bad
can it be?”

AT THE RACES...On Father’s Day, Horace Corbin, left, and his son Benjamin
enjoyed auto racing at New Jersey Motorsport Park in Millville. See story below.

D.A.R.E. Instructor Inspired Our
Class to Stay From Drugs, Alcohol

Editor’s Note: The following is an essay
by a fifth-grader at Washington School.
Her teacher, Susan McClelland, asked what
did you learn in D.A.R.E.?

Most teenagers make wise decisions
about alcohol and drugs, but some don’t.
Officer Moore helped teach our fifth-grade
class to improve in our decisions and im-
prove just as people. If I see someone with
a cigarette, I will try and walk away from
them so the smoke doesn’t get sucked into
my lungs. Officer Moore inspired all of our
class and taught us to stay away from drugs.

Kids can easily be persuaded to take
drugs or alcohol. For one thing, your mom
could be watching the news and you hap-
pen to poke your head in. After a while, the
news goes to a commercial break. On the
TV, you see a happy couple enjoying an
alcoholic beverage on the beach. The people
are laughing, and they look like they are
having the time of their lives. You start to
have second thoughts about not trying al-
cohol. Then you remember what Officer
Moore taught you in class. You turn off the
TV and go outside.

Officer Moore taught us about certain
drugs called gateway drugs. The gateway
drugs are tobacco, marijuana and alcohol.
They are easy to get and are available in
most drug stores. I didn’t know that those
drugs were called gateway drugs and could
be so addicting. He taught us that we
shouldn’t believe what advertisements say,
or TV commercials, and told us to stay
away from drugs completely.

Another topic that I’m going to talk
about is peer pressure. Your friends are
having a party while their parents are out of
town. They said that their parents keep
beer downstairs in the cooler, and they’re
going to try some. They invited you to
come. They’re calling you mean names in
school because you haven’t responded yet.
What should you do? Officer Moore taught
us how to deal with peer pressure. Make
the right decision. Define the problem,
assess the choices, respond and make a
choice, and evaluate your decision.

Was it the right choice? You decide to
stay home that night and watch a movie
with your friends. Your real friends are the
ones who don’t pressure you and the ones
who don’t take drugs or alcohol.

Healthy lungs are pink and soft, but
unhealthy lungs are black filled with smoke.
Our class learned that when you do drugs,
they can affect your body and what you
say, do, and think. When you smoke, all of
the smoke goes straight into your lungs.
Even if you quit smoking, your lungs will
never be the same. Yes, cigars are not as
bad but still are very un-healthy for you.
The smoke builds up into your stomach
with cigars, too. Did you know that each
pack of cigarettes will take 11 minutes off
of your life? I didn’t, until we learned
about it in D.A.R.E. I am sorry that
D.A.R.E. is being canceled and wish it
may be able to be continued. My younger
sister will not be able to experience the
things we did in D.A.R.E. I think canceling
DARE is a mistake.

Any gateway drug can affect you. Alco-
hol can affect your heart, liver, lungs, your
mouth, your throat and your brain. To-
bacco and marijuana can affect you in all
of these places, too. Even one puff of a
cigarette can hurt your body and can hurt
others, too. If you’re an adult and you have
kids, don’t smoke. You’re just increasing
the chance for lung cancer for both you and
your child. Make a wise decision for you
and your child and quit now.

During D.A.R.E., Officer Moore in-
spired me to listen to my instinct. He
taught me to make wise and healthy deci-
sions about drugs. I, Chloe Schafer, pledge
to make wise decisions about alcohol, to-
bacco, marijuana and all other drugs. I
hope to set an example for my peers and
soon-to-be fifth graders. Officer Moore is
the best D.A.R.E. instructor ever. I have a
younger sister, and I hope she can have the
same wonderful learning experience like
me in D.A.R.E.!

Chloe Schafer
Westfield
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Mayor Malool to Hold
‘Coffee With Mayor’
SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Nancy

Malool will her next “Coffee With the
Mayor” this Saturday, June 26, at the
Farmers Market at 430 Park Avenue. The
mayor will be available from 9 a.m. until
noon. goleader.com/subscribe


