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Letters to
the Editor

Mr. Kravetsky’s Evaluations Have
Shown Consistent Thread of Praise

Thanks to All Who Supported
Our Papillon Garden Tour

Residents Should Encourage Council
To Take Up Landscaper-Noise Issue

Citizens Looking for
Peace and Quiet?

A citizen looking for some peace and
quiet? How dare they! How un-Ameri-
can. Must be a conspiracy. We need more
advocates like Ms. Meade supporting the
downtrodden and abused landscapers. By
her response, I thought Mr. Mancini was
advocating giving out handguns to 9-
year-olds.

Morgan O’Brien
Westfield

I write both to respond to Mr. Mancini’s
letter to the editor of June 10 supporting
my concerns about the noise caused by
landscaping equipment and to update town
residents on my direct exchange with the
town council.

First, I greatly appreciate Mr. Mancini’s
support but do not believe this issue has
any thing to do with the “old” or the
“grouchy.” In fact, it is probably the young
and good-natured who are most affected
by the noise, noxious gas and dust, espe-
cially young children with respiratory
ailments. It is also the young and their
parents who are most affected by the
dangerous traffic snarls the trucks and
trailers create during school hours.

Consider the following:
NoiseOFF, a national non-profit, re-

ports that continuous exposure to loud
noises can cause adults and children el-
evated stress, hypertension, depression
and lost sleep.

According to the National Institute on
Deafness, some 30-million people in the
United States are exposed to dangerous
noise levels each day, and 10-million
Americans have already suffered gradual
hearing loss from such exposure.

It is for these reasons that the Federal
Noise Control Act was passed in 1972 to
combat growing noise pollution and set
guidelines for combating the uncontrolled
growth of noise. And according to Pa-
rade Magazine in its May 30, 2010 issue:
“The increasing volume of American life...
is leading lawmakers across the country
to issue tough new restrictions on how
much noise residents can make” (May
30,2010).

Secondly, I encourage Mr. Mancini
and WeCare to join me in addressing the
current (rather than past) council mem-
bers and to give them a chance to do the
job they were elected to do. I, for one,
have faith that they will address this mat-
ter promptly and satisfactorily.

In fact, Councilman Sam Della Fera
responded to my letter to the council and
thanked me for bringing the matter to the
council’s attention. He also informed me
that he would personally review the town’s
ordinance and is prepared to consider the
proposals that the times set forth in the
ordinance be changed and that penalties
for violations be increased.

He further informed me that he has
asked Jim Gildea, the town administra-
tor, and Councilman Jim Forest, the chair-
man of the Town Council’s Code Review
and Town Property Committee (CRTPC),
to add those issues and place them on the
CRTPC’s agenda for consideration. It is
a very good start.

I invite Mr. Mancini and other
Westfield residents to both encourage
and support the town council in follow-
ing through on Mr. Della Fera’s promise.

Glen Macdonald
Westfield

Editor’s Note: The following letter was
e-mailed to the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation on June 16 with a copy forwarded
to the Westfield Board of Education:

*****
To the members of the Westfield Board

of Education, my name is Edward Hom.
I live at 888 Willow Grove Road in
Westfield, and my son Zachary is a third
grader in Matt Kravetsky’s class at
Tamaques School. I was unable to attend
the June 15 BOE meeting, so I am writing
to add my thoughts. First and foremost,
my wife and I are happy with the progress
Zachary has made in third grade. His
reading, writing and math skills have
improved significantly, and Zachary has
had a good year.

He is happy, confident, he has friends
in school, and for that, Mr. Kravetsky
deserves a lot of credit. I am an attorney,
and as part of my work, I review and
manage employment practices claims.
When I try to assess liability, I review
personnel files and look for trends. Here
is my review of Mr. Kravetsky’s four
years at Tamaques:

Year 1: From Mike Cullen: “Matt,
your first year as a third grade teacher has
been a successful one.” Year Two: Mike
Cullen: “Matt, you continue to meet with

success as a third-grade teacher.” Year
Three: Mike Cullen: “Congratulations on
a fine year.” Year Four: Margaret Dolan:
“Your evaluations have consistently
pointed out, however, that you have failed
to provide consistently effective instruc-
tion for your students.”

The consistent thread in Mr.
Kravetsky’s evaluations has been praise
with specific details. Then, in year four,
there is a generalized criticism with no
details and a non-renewal. The fact that
Mr. Kravetsky’s last evaluation was con-
ducted after his non-renewal increases
the appearance of impartiality. If this was
my file to defend, I would earmark it for
liability and exposure. This is not my file;
it is your file. Moving beyond the obvious
fact that, as members of the board of ed,
you have a fiduciary duty to protect and
cultivate the education of Westfield’s
children. As people, you have a duty to do
the right thing when you have the author-
ity to do so. The right thing here is obvi-
ous. Reverse a non-renewal decision that
was apparently made for a personal rea-
son and, in so doing, protect and cultivate
the education of Westfield’s children.
Bring Mr. Kravetsky back.

Edward Hom
Westfield

We are happy to report that the
Westfield Garden Club’s recent Papillon
Garden Tour on June 12 was a great
success thanks to the efforts of many
wonderful people.

We are especially grateful to the gra-
cious homeowners who opened their
beautiful gardens for all to enjoy: Rever-
end and Mrs. Ray Roberts, Mr. and Mrs.
Kettleson, Diane Genco and Gene
Schaefer, Mr. And Mrs. Toby Rekoon,
Mr. and Mrs. Manny Teixeira, and the
residents of Cowperthwaite Square Con-
dominiums. Our thanks also to all who
attended for their glowing compliments
and for their enthusiastic support of our
attic treasures boutique, plant and bake
sales, butterfly garden, Master Garden-
ers, and Costumes as Garden Art.

Special thanks to Williams Nursery,
Baron’s Drug Store, Christoffers Flow-
ers and Tom The Green Grocer for their
publicity and ticket sales. A word of
appreciation is also given to Trader Joe’s
for serving delicious refreshments to all

who attended, Texeria’s Bakery for do-
nating to the bake sale and to Bettina
Bierly for providing the costumes for the
Minisink garden.

Many thanks also to our board mem-
bers, committee chairmen and members,
without whose dedicated efforts we could
not have coordinated this event. Their
commitment was invaluable.

Established in 1922, The Garden Club
of Westfield maintains an impressive list
of community projects including: Deco-
rations and holiday wreaths on the mu-
nicipal buildings, flower planters at Broad
and Elm Streets, weekly arrangements at
the Westfield Memorial Library, sup-
porting the Gene O’Neal Scholarship
Fund, plantings in Blue Star Byway at
Tamaques Park and Mindowaskin Park,
seasonal plantings at Lyons V.A. Hospi-
tal, and many others.

Elaine Junguenet, Lecia DeHaven
The Papillon Garden Tour

The Garden Club of Westfield

Blaming Spill on Obama is Analogous
To Blaming Carter for Three Mile Island

Last week’s letter to the editor by Mr.
Schoeman directly blaming the President
for the tragedy in the Gulf of Mexico, for
lack of better terminology, was deliber-
ately misleading and a sad sign of the
ignorance that currently plagues our civil
discourse.

Mr. Schoeman made one correct point:
indeed, the much-reviled Minerals Man-
agement Service (MMS) falls under the
authority of the President. It is an agency
in the federal bureaucracy and ultimately
the President’s responsibility. However,
the same is true for nearly every federal
regulatory and bureaucratic agency — a
vast body encompassing over four million
employees, including intelligence agen-
cies and the military. In short, while the
President does have the ultimate authority
over agencies like the MMS, there are a
number of intermediary authorities, such
as cabinet secretaries and inspectors gen-
eral, which are designed to exercise closer
oversight of their respective agencies.

To attribute a level of blame to Mr.
Obama for the tragedy in the Gulf analo-
gous to that of the Titanic captain ignor-
ing warnings about dangerous ocean con-
ditions is a gross mischaracterization of
the President’s role as “Chief Executive”
and is simply a thinly veiled attack. This
is analogous to blaming President Carter
for the 1979 accident at Three Mile Island
because the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mittee was under his administrative au-
thority. The President does not person-
ally monitor every regulatory board in
every agency; this has never been the

case, nor should it ever be the case.
Not only is Mr. Schoeman incorrect in

his assessment of Mr. Obama’s personal
culpability, his assertion that the Presi-
dent has been negligent in his role of
enforcing the law is equally unfounded in
the context of his “chief executive as
regulator” argument. In the past 3 years,
1.5 of which Mr. Obama has been in
office, OSHA has found BP guilty of 760
willful safety violations. In October 2009,
BP was fined $87 million by the federal
government for other offenses. These find-
ings represent a clear pattern of action by
federal agencies, under the authority of
Mr. Obama, met by BP with 62 million
page responses to subpoenas and a pro-
pensity to pay fines to avoid prosecution.

Surely an investigation will turn up a
cozy relationship between MMS and Big
Oil. If there is anything the financial crisis
and the Gulf tragedy have shown, it is that
we need to reexamine the relationship
between our regulatory agencies and those
they are to regulate. However, consider
this: BP falsified its drilling application for
the Deepwater Horizon, claiming that they
had the technology to prevent this sce-
nario. Should the MMS have examined
these claims more closely before approv-
ing the permit? Absolutely. However, the
fact stands that BP willfully misled the
government in order to do this dangerous
type of offshore drilling, underlining the
true villain in this disaster.

Benjamin Zakarin
Westfield

Pedestrians in Crosswalks:
We Have Laws; Where is Behavior?
Noise from lawn care has had its annual spring

airing. Cell phone use and “texting” while driving
seem to be on all of our minds. Local issues are
important and spark interesting debate. Opinions
can be all over the spectrum. This week, we received
a note on pedestrians’ rights when entering cross-
walks, drivers’ obligations and the ignoring of the
law – more importantly, the growing hazards.

We passed this e-mail around to several of our
readers for opinions. The e-mail was: “Just one
question – Did you guys hear that Kenilworth is
actually using undercover cops to catch drivers not
yielding to pedestrians on the crosswalk? A friend of
mine was given a ticket, and the cop told him that it
would only be $50 with no points. I think that with so
many other bigger issues we have in this state, why
do they have to go and do that? Have you heard
anything?”

Some of the responses:
1. Some towns are really ramping up enforcement

in areas that involve fines because they need cash
(and cops need raises?). True, there is chaos on town
roads, and pedestrian safety is an easy target.
Kenilworth has always been tough on drivers.
Hmmm... using undercover cops is a new one (“Brave
New World” and shades of “1984”).

2. With the amount of pedestrians regularly mowed

down in this state, this is a serious problem, and this
enforcement is important. Using officers in uniform
would probably net a similar amount of tickets. I’ve
had people blatantly not yield to a pedestrian in a
crosswalk right in front of my marked patrol car! I
would like to see it go hand-in-hand with pedestrians
being ticketed for jaywalking.

3. This has always been a very perplexing issue to
me. Isn’t it a shame that we need a law in order to get
people to yield to pedestrians in a crosswalk? Any-
one who has spent any time in this state knows that
you take your life in your hands anytime you rely on
a driver to yield in the crosswalk. I say let’s make the
fine $500 and put a picture of shame in the newspa-
per for the convicted drivers.

4. They probably should do this in Westfield. Not
only do some of the drivers ignore pedestrians, some
actually look the other direction and pretend not to
see. It is almost comical seeing someone driving
through town on Central Avenue with their phone at
their ear while looking out the passenger-side win-
dow.

5. Westfield is giving same tickets. Pedestrian
safety is a high priority. You literally take your life in
your hands when you try to cross East Broad Street
in town. I think it is a good thing.

6. I just got back from LBI for a few days. There,
a $200 fine is imposed, and they show on huge signs
that two points are included. Interesting, too, with
their 35 MPH zones, a few still go much faster, most
N.Y. plates. Others exceeding the speed limits look
like townies. My bike can’t even get to 30 MPH.

In 2003, then-Westfield councilman in charge of
public safety (currently Mayor) Andrew Skibitsky
wrote in this newspaper, “… One transportation plan-
ner calculates that a driver going 40 MPH who sees a
pedestrian 100 feet ahead will still be traveling 38
MPH on impact. Had that same driver been traveling
25 MPH,  he would have stopped before striking the
pedestrian.”

Asm. Jon Bramnick of Westfield led the charge to
strengthen pedestrian-safety crosswalk laws a few
years back. Asw. Linda Stender of Fanwood also
followed up. We now have all the state laws necessary
on the books for enforcement and fines. But will laws
change public behavior and reduce the problem?

As one writer put in his e-mail, “Between adjusting
my car radio and dialing my cell phone, I’m terrorized
about just when a pedestrian might pop out.”

Dear Graduates:
Congratulations

Enjoy the Moment;
Please Be Safe

It’s once in a lifetime — Our high school gradu-
ates, Class of 2010, have achieved their long-sought
milestone and deserve to celebrate.

We, your parents, teachers and the community, are
proud of you.

While you celebrate this weekend and perhaps
also with vacations this summer, please exercise
care to be sure of your safety and the safety of your
classmates.

Enjoy all that the future will bring.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Vibex – Discolored spot or blotch of

the skin due to a subcutaneous effusion of
blood

2. Giallolino – Naples yellow pigment
3. Trigo – Wheat
4. Geniculate – To form joints or bend

like a joint
CYSTALGIA

1. Painful swelling of the mammary
glands

2. Pain in the bladder
3. Bunyons
4. Pain and swelling of the lymph nodes

RONDACHE
1. A small circular shield carried by

medieval foot soldiers
2. Any large stage prop in the theater

which depicts the background
3. Moving in a hopping or skipping

manner
4. Envy; resentment

CYNEGETICS
1. Hunting with dogs
2. The study of the Brythonic Celtic

languages that includes Welsh, Breton
and Cornish

3. Pertaining to swans or the study of
swans

4. Study of diseases or inflammations
of the throat or windpipe

ANGEKOK
1. A fencing master
2. A chiropractor
3. An Eskimo medicine man
4. An interpreter; translater

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Drivers Must Stop
Using Cell Phones

I live on Hort Street in Westfield, a
convenient cut-through street between
South and Scotch Plains Avenues. The
posted speed limit is 25 MPH. The other
night, I took an impromptu poll. Out of 18
cars that passed by my house, 14 were
going above the speed limit, and seven
were using cell phones while driving.

On June 15, my son came within sec-
onds of being killed. A woman driving a
black BMW SUV turned off of South
Avenue and drove down my street at
about 35 MPH while talking on her cell
phone. My son was riding his razor
scooter. He looked both ways before
crossing the street. He hesitated and then
crossed. She did not see him until the last
minute. I screamed. He got to the other
side of the street. She continued on her
way. She never stopped. I ran over to him
and burst into tears. He was terrified. He
was wearing his bike helmet; he had
looked both ways before crossing. I was
furious. This happens every day. No one
seems to be doing much about it. Talking
on a cell phone while driving in New
Jersey is illegal. Why aren’t these drivers
being ticketed? How can this continue?

Drivers do not always stop for pedes-
trians at the marked crosswalks. When I
walk my dog, I notice cars zooming past
the marked crosswalk at South Avenue
and Tuttle Parkway. I have attempted to
cross there, and to do so is to risk your life.
I have witnessed all ages; teens, moms
with children in their cars, truck drivers,
senior citizens, car pool drivers and more.
Talking, texting, speeding while driving.

I am outraged that this behavior is
tolerated. People have been killed and
will continue to be injured and killed
because drivers talk on their phones while
driving. Would you want your dentist,
surgeon or hairdresser talking on their
cell phone while they worked on you?

Drivers will not change their behavior
until the police step up the enforcement
and write tickets with hefty fines.

I ask concerned Westfield residents to
contact our mayor, this newspaper, town
council members and PTO board.  De-
mand enforcement of this law. To all
drivers, is talking on the phone while
driving the right thing to do? Is your
phone call worth someone’s life, my life,
your safety? With the school budget re-
ductions and fewer crossing guards, how
many near-misses will occur? How many
Westfield children will be seconds away
from death? Next time you are stopped in
line to drop the kids off at school, note
how many parents are talking on their cell
phones from the driver’s seat. Speak up
and let other drivers know that you will
not tolerate this. Go to Oprah Winfrey’s
website and take the No Phone Pledge. I
did. Share this with your kids.

Please warn your children about driv-
ers and phones. Insist that your children
wear a helmet. It is the law. You should
wear a helmet as well. Put the phone
down. You never know who will be zoom-
ing down your street posting something
on FaceBook or chatting away...while
driving. However, I can guarantee you
that we all will know when we read
another story in the newspaper about
someone who was killed or injured be-
cause of a careless and selfish driver
whose hubris and poor choice prevented
them from putting the phone down while
in the car.

Ardis DeCamp
Westfield

After Letter, Meade
Owes Mancini Apology

This is in response to Anna Meade’s
recent letter to the editor criticizing Mr.
Mancini’s previous call for noise restric-
tions on landscapers. It is really a shame
she couldn’t address the merits of Mr.
Mancini’s position without not so subtly
accusing him of racism.

There is nothing in Mr. Mancini’s let-
ter to indicate such a position, and Anna
Meade owes him a public apology. It is
also appalling that so many people in this
country resort to cries of racism against
anyone they disagree with.

One of the many legacies of the late
‘60’s/early 70’s is our hyper-sensitivity.
So, so sad.

Joseph Boscia
Westfield

Westfield Resident Writes: ‘Sal Caruana - Finally,
Someone Has The Guts to Tell It Like It Is’

I wish to applaud Sal Caruana for his
excellent piece, “High Time to End
County Govt., Combine Services With
the State,” in the June 17 edition of The
Westfield Leader.

Finally, someone has the guts to tell
it like it is. Mr. Caruana addresses sev-
eral issues of concern to Union County
residents. One that stands out to me is
the level of nepotism and cronyism in
Union County. The facts are startling.
In 2006, out of 2,800 Union County

employees, 542 have the same surname
as an elected Democrat. That’s almost
20 percent. And that does not include
all the relatives with different surnames
and all those non-relative friends and
cronies who just happened to be the
best qualified for a given position. It’s
disgusting!

What I don’t understand is why we, the
tax-paying citizens of Union County, can’t
get the facts as to just how far this nepo-
tism goes. Is this a government of the

people or of the Freeholders?
Doing away with county government

– although a wonderful idea – will prob-
ably not happen in my lifetime. But how
about starting small – say convert to
district voting as a beginning first step.
It’s time the western suburbs of Union
County had a voice in its own govern-
ment.

Bruce Long
Westfield


