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Rev. Turlington to Retire
From Longtime Ministry
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – After nearly a
decade as senior pastor of the First
Baptist Church of Westfield, the
Reverend Dr. Darla Dee Turlington
will retire at the end of this month,
taking with her years of fond memo-
ries of the people with whom she
has served and shared lives.

Affectionately known as “Dee
Dee,” Reverend Turlington was to be
feted at a retirement din-
ner last night at The
Westwood in Garwood.
Reverend Turlington
was ordained at First
Baptist in 1991 and be-
gan her career there that
same year, first serving
as Minister of Christian
Education and Evange-
lism. She held that posi-
tion until becoming se-
nior pastor in Decem-
ber of 2000, having
been recommended by
her predecessor, the
Reverend Bob Harvey,
to succeed him.

A native of Gainesville, Fla., Rev-
erend Turlington has been a resi-
dent of Westfield since 2001, hav-
ing previously lived in Manhattan
and Summit. Her husband, Don,
also originally from Gainesville, is
a retired tax attorney. Her son, Ralph
Donald “Donnie” Turlington, is a
2006 Westfield High School gradu-
ate currently studying environmen-
tal science and economics at the
University of Virginia in
Charlottesville.

Speaking last Friday with The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Reverend
Turlington said she and her husband
plan to return to their Florida roots,
“within a year or so,” and are eyeing
Jacksonville as their new home. The
couple then intend to pursue “oppor-
tunities to do volunteer work and
explore other ways of using our abili-
ties.

“I did pray long and hard about it,
and I am convinced that God has told
me that it’s time to move on, and that
God has plans for me and for the
church,” she stated.

She said she does not plan to seek
a new clergy position once they relo-
cate, but rather hopes to channel her
energy into “teaching religion, Bible
studies and social action ministries,”

such as soup kitchens.
Reverend Turlington holds a Bach-

elor of Science degree in Journalism
from the University of Florida in
Gainesville; a Master of Divinity – a
three-year professional degree – from
Union Theological Seminary (UTS)
in New York City, and a Doctoral
degree in Biblical Studies from UTS
and Columbia University.

She told The Leader and The
Times the most rewarding aspect of

her tenure at First Bap-
tist has been “having a
community of like-
minded people to share
life with, especially is-
sues and concerns.

“Houses of worship
provide places of
intergenerational com-
munity,” she added, par-
ticularly in an age when
families and friends fre-
quently are separated by
distance. “That’s spe-
cial.”

In addition to her du-
ties as senior pastor, Rev-

erend Turlington has been an active
member since 1991 of the Westfield/
Mountainside Ministerium, includ-
ing serving two terms as president.
The 25-member interfaith organiza-
tion is a coalition of local clergy and
executive directors of agencies that
help the community. Of her fellow
Ministerium members, Reverend
Turlington said she “values my col-
leagues immensely.”

First Baptist has formed a Pasto-
ral Search Committee, said Rever-
end Turlington, “that will work with
the denominational leadership to
identify qualified candidates nation-
ally” to succeed her. She noted this
process should take six to 12
months.  Reverend Turlington stated
that regular church staff and lay
ministers will cover pastoral duties
over the summer, and a part-time
interim minister is expected to take
over in September.

As she prepares to bid farewell
to her longtime spiritual home,
Reverend Turlington said most of
all, she “will miss the people, the
wonderful relationships which are
deepened by sharing life
events…births, deaths, illnesses,
marriages, trials, tribulations and
joys…it all comes into the church
family and we bring faith into dia-
logue with life.”

GOP Release: Quattrocchi, DeFilippo, Mathieu

Mayor and Council Should Support
Christie’s 2.5-Percent Cap Plan

The Republican candidates for
mayor and council in Garwood have
called on Mayor Dennis McCarthy
and the borough council to support
Governor Chris Christie’s proposed
constitutional amendment to cap
property tax increases at 2.5 percent
per year, unless voters choose to ex-
ceed the cap by referendum.

“Since Union County has among the
highest property taxes in the nation,
one would think that our current mayor
would rise to the occasion and support
our hardworking borough residents,”
said Republican mayoral candidate
Patricia Quattrocchi. Mrs. Quattrocchi
said the mayor has not pledged his
support to the governor’s tax reform
agenda. (See www.state.nj.us/governor/
cap/mayors.html.)

“To date, seven Union County
mayors, including those in Hillside
and Linden, have signed on to the
plan, as have several other Democrat
mayors in New Jersey who have made
it clear that they understand their
residents’ tax burden.”

The Christie plan is modeled on
one approved by Massachusetts vot-
ers and enacted in 1982 when prop-
erty taxes were, like New Jersey’s,
burdensome on Massachusetts resi-
dents. The end result of enacting the
2.5-percent tax-increase cap dropped
Massachusetts from third highest
property tax burden in the nation to
33rd place today.

“I don’t believe that our mayor
truly recognizes just how upset the
residents are with this year’s tax in-
crease,” said borough council candi-

date James Mathieu. “If he did he
would be signing on to the Christie
plan immediately. We can’t just keep
raising taxes because people will have
no choice but to leave Garwood.”

According to Gov. Christie’s 2.5-
percent cap plan, local governing
bodies could ask their voters to ex-
ceed the cap through referenda, said
Victor DeFilippo, a GOP council can-
didate.

“This referendum option gives the
public the opportunity to voice their
opinion on municipal expenditures
sooner rather than years later when
officials are up for reelection,” said
Mr. DeFilippo, a former council mem-
ber.

“Since 1999, property taxes in
Garwood have risen an average of
4.7 percent per year. In April of this
year, when presenting the budget,
the council president boasted of re-
ducing what was to be a 20-point
increase down to 11.8 points, or a
$118 tax increase on every home
assessed at $100,000. This increase
was not acceptable to GOP Council-
men Anthony Sytko and Timothy
Hak, with each voting no on the
borough’s budget. To their credit,
the two Republicans voiced their
opposition to the increased burden
the council is putting on the backs of
the residents,” Mrs. Quattrocchi said.

All three candidates noted that
Garwood voters supported the Gov-
ernor in the fall election and, accord-
ingly, their elected officials should
support his plan to control property
tax increases.
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New Stores Coming to WF;
Town Gears Up for ‘Bloom’
WESTFIELD — The Downtown

Westfield Corporation (DWC) has
announced that a number of new
stores have opened in town.

Inspire Gifts and Crafts, which re-
cently opened on South Avenue, spe-
cializes in gifts and crafts that inspire
others. The store was designed to
provide a unique shopping or craft
making experience while giving back
to the people that need it. All profits
are donated to charity. The store car-
ries candy, novelty items, custom
beauty scrubs and lotions, jewelry,
candles, essential oils, custom-made
soap by the inch, and greeting cards.
Francesco Somarriba manages the
store.

Westfield Sleep Center and Kids
recently expanded at 125 Elm Street
with a new 5,000-square-foot show-
room offering mattresses from Sealy
and Sterns and Foster, linens, many
furniture lines and kids’ furniture.
Tony Santolucci owns the store.

Westfield is fast becoming a
boutique mecca as another fashion
retailer joins the growing roster.
Splash, an upscale European designer
clothing boutique, has opened in the
heart of the downtown shopping
district at 15 East Broad Street.

Owned by a married couple, Ohla
Yykhopen and David Wasitowski,
who hail from the Ukraine, Splash
brings a European sensibility to
Westfield. They offer designer dresses
for special events, evening wear and
high end designer sportswear

including Red Valentino from Italy,
Class by Roberto Cavalli, Celyn b.
from Italy, Scervino Street from Italy,
Betty Blue and several others.

In addition to the new stores com-
ing to town, Westfield is gearing up
for the annual “America in Bloom”
competition, which is known locally
as “Westfield in Bloom.” The DWC
and Williams Nursery are co-leading
the effort for Westfield to be consid-
ered for the 2010 “America in Bloom”
award. Westfield is among 28 towns
nationwide to compete this year.
Westfield was the only town in the
state to participate in the 2009 and
2010 competitions.

Judges will head to Westfield on
July 12 and 13 to view and critique
various landscapes, homes and busi-
ness fronts for the annual competi-
tion. Final results will be announced
in October at the national sympo-
sium. In 2009, Westfield received a
four-bloom rating out of a possible
five-bloom rating and special men-
tion for the Floral Displays category.
For local information about
Westfield’s involvement, to volun-
teer or to participate by submitting
stories and photos of Westfield resi-
dences, businesses or outdoor envi-
ronment, contact Sherry Cronin at
the DWC or Mr. Williams at Will-
iams Nursery at
info@westfieldinbloom.com. To in-
quire about the national program, call
America in Bloom at (614) 487-1117
or visit americainbloom.org.

YOUNG GARDENERS…The Town of Westfield is gearing up for the annual
“America in Bloom” competition (locally known as “Westfield in Bloom”) as
Westfield competes for the 2010 “America in Bloom” award. Westfield is among
28 towns nationwide to compete this year.

Union County Pools to Open
For Summer Swimming

COUNTY — The Union County
Department of Parks and Commu-
nity Renewal has announced the open-
ing of the county’s two public swim-
ming pools. The Walter E. Ulrich
Memorial Pool, located in Rahway
River Park on St. Georges Avenue in
Rahway, will be open from June 26
through Labor Day, September 6. The
John Russell Wheeler Memorial Pool,
located in Wheeler Park on West
Stimson Avenue and Route 1 in Lin-
den, will be open from June 28
through August 27.

Group swimming lessons will be
held at Ulrich Pool beginning Mon-
day, July 5. Applications are available
at either pool office for all ages, begin-
ners through adults. Pre-registration
is required. Early registration is en-
couraged as classes are limited and are
on a first-come, first-served basis.

Open swim sessions for seniors
and for people with disabilities are
held at Ulrich Pool on Mondays from

6 to 8 p.m. and at Wheeler Pool on
Wednesdays from noon to 1 p.m.
Admission to these sessions is free.

Ulrich Pool is open Monday and
Wednesday from 1 to 8 p.m.; Tues-
day, Thursday and Friday from 1 to 6
p.m. and Saturday, Sunday and holi-
days from 11 a.m. until 6 p.m.

Wheeler Pool is open Monday,
Wednesday and Friday from 1 to 6
p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday from 1
to 8 p.m., and Saturday, Sunday and
holidays from 11 a.m. until 6 p.m.

Proof of residency is required for
county fees for daily admission. Ad-
mission is $4 for county residents 17
and under and $8 for non-county
residents. Adults pay $5 and $10,
respectively, while seniors 62 and
over pay $4 and $8, respectively.

For more information, visit
ucnj.org or call the Ulrich Pool at
(732) 381-4045 or the Wheeler Pool
at (908) 862-0977 for recorded in-
formation.

Rev. Darla Turlington


