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School will work to remember for-
gotten members of the community
by creating placemats that will be
delivered by “Meals on Wheels.”

In addition, Coles School’ fourth
graders will assist first graders learn
the craft of revising and editing their
writing. Evergreen School will focus
on the importance of literacy through-
out the community and globally by
participating in a “Reading Buddies”
project. McGinn School students will
work on a “Read to Feed” project to
build awareness for world hunger by
donating its funds to the Heifer Inter-
national Organization which would
purchase animals to give to those in
need while School One students will
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
participate in a “Help at Home, Help
Others in Need” project in which
they will collect money (under $1)
from doing chores at home which
will be donated to relief efforts for
specific local or global needs.

During the committee reports por-
tion of the meeting, the community
relations and finance committees re-
ported that they have nominated past
board member Jane Costello as vol-
unteer coordinator for the district’s
fundraising efforts. The position came
about as part of the district’s strategic
planning process and would consist
of Ms. Costello creating a plan for
additional revenue in the district so
that it can, ultimately, be incorpo-
rated into the budget as revenue in the
third year of the strategic plan in the
2011-2012 school year.

Additionally, board members ap-
proved Superintendent Hayes’ rec-
ommendations for personnel, which
included job descriptions for an as-
sistant superintendent of curriculum,
instruction and technology and an
assistant principal of athletics.

Also on Thursday, the BOE recog-
nized the PTA Presidents for the 2009-
2010 school year, which included
PTA Council President Jeanne Cleary
and the PTA Presidents from each
school in the district.

“We want to publicly thank you for
everything that you do,” said board
president Trip Whitehouse, adding
that, “We [SP-F] would not be the
district we are” without their efforts.
“You folks work tirelessly.”

The SP-F BOE will meet tonight,
Thursday, June 24 for a regular pub-
lic meeting.
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“It’s the only way to get foot traf-
fic” into the business district, he said.
Those businesses not located in the
heart of the downtown, such as on
Route 22, Terrill Road and East Sec-
ond Street, will be urged to take part
via promotional literature, discount
coupons and actually having person-
nel present during the concerts.

The board also decided to forgo
publishing a full-blown magazine this
summer that would have included a
directory of all SPMC member busi-
nesses and would have been mailed
to all township residents. Instead,
part of the funds earmarked for that
will be used to print a smaller-scale
directory of businesses and, possi-
bly, a map of those businesses that
will be available on the four nights of
the concerts.

The board also discussed briefly
the possibility of sponsoring a fifth
show composed of local bands will-
ing to perform free of charge, al-
though no firm decision was made.
Board members also discussed, with-
out resolution, the possibility of pur-
chasing a sound system that could be
used for events such as the concerts
and the Memorial Day ceremonies.
The costs of purchasing versus rent-
ing such a system on an as-needed
basis was a favorable factor, but Mr.
Verdic was skeptical, asking who
would operate a complex sound sys-
tem and who would be liable if an
owned system were damaged.

In other business, all businesses in
the district will soon receive a mail-
ing from SPMC to verify their names,
addresses, business category and
other pertinent information to up-
date SPMC’s database and so that the
information can be included in the
forthcoming directory.
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permits from his department’s files
would be during a smoke detector
inspection. When such an inspection
is requested, if that property is found
to have an open permit, the home-
owner would be charged a $50 ad-
ministrative fee to have the permit
cleared. Mr. LaCosta said the town-
ship would have received about
$45,000 in revenue during the past
three years had the proposal been in
place.

At its regular meeting last week,
the council passed resolutions con-
gratulating Stephen Allen and Tho-
mas Seile for achieving the rank of
Eagle Scout and Alyssa Resnick and
Perry Sandrock on attaining the Girl
Scout Award.

The council’s next meeting is Tues-
day, July 6.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STREET MODS...Michael Ebert, left, of Cranford and Rich Bodmer of Westfield
race their BMW 14 last Sunday at New Jersey Motorsports Park in Millville. See
story on page 5.

Courtesy of Mitch Aronson
FOND FAREWELL...Westfield Booster President Frank Fusaro, left, congratu-
lates retiring Westfield High School Athletic Director Ed Tranchina for his many
years of dedicated service at the Westfield Booster WHS Coaches Golf Outing.

Garwood Approves Road Work;
Private Dumpsters Suggested

By RENNIE WOLTERS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The borough coun-
cil held a short meeting Tuesday in
the presence of eight residents in
council chambers of the municipal
building.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy attended
the Arthur L. Johnson High School
graduation ceremony in Clark that
evening, and therefore was not
present at the meeting. Council Presi-
dent Stephen Napolitano stood in
for the mayor.

The council approved a bond ordi-
nance to resurface Center Street from
North Avenue to South Avenue, and
to resurface Willow Avenue from East
Street to Oak Street, including drain-
age, sidewalk, curb and driveway
apron improvements. The 2010 Road
Improvement Project will cost the
borough $350,000, of which
$275,000 is to be provided by a state
grant from the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation.

The board voted to authorize the
issuance of bonds in the amount of
$75,000 to finance the remainder of
the road improvement project.

Council members reiterated that
bulk pick-up is cancelled for the rest
of the year due to cutbacks in the
borough budget, and that the topic
of bulk pick-up will be revisited
next year. Councilman Keith Sluka
suggested that residents of the same
block rent a private dumpster to use
collectively. No permit is required
for a dumpster, but police notifica-
tion is recommended, said Borough
Clerk Christina Ariemma.

Summer recreation begins Monday,
June 28, and lasts through Friday, Au-

gust 6, from 9 a.m. to noon at the Little
League field. Sign-up is still available,
said Councilman Louis Petrozzelli.

Councilman Anthony Sytko sug-
gested that council members and
council meeting attendees support
the Green Team and walk to the next
borough council meeting.

“I think it’d be a nice promotion of
exercise and energy,” Councilman
Sytko said.

The next meeting of the Garwood
Council will be held Tuesday, July
27. The regularly scheduled meeting
for July 13 has been cancelled.
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Concerts

WF Council Debates
Attys. Compensation

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — At Tuesday night’s
Westfield Town Council meeting, the
council approved the town’s $39.1-mil-
lion municipal budget in a 7-1 vote with
Councilman David Haas casting the lone
“no” vote. The 2010 municipal budget
represents an increase of $181 on the
average assessed home.

Resident Jim Baker questioned whether
or not a determination had been made on
what crossing guard posts would be cut.
He was critical of the council to vote on a
budget without knowing where the cuts
would be made. He criticized the council
for holding budget meetings in commit-
tee where they are “intentionally closed
to the public” and for allowing hourly
legal fees to be raised by 50 percent. Mr.
Baker said that the council should reduce
legal fees and raise parking fees in order
to save crossing guard positions.

Councilman Haas said, “There are a lot
of good things in this budget” and wanted
the public to know that his “no” vote was
not meant to “condemn it all.” He ex-
plained that he had several concerns re-
garding the hiring of part-time attorneys
as employees, without competitive bid-
ding, and providing them with a pension.
Mr. Haas said that a new public defender
had been hired by the town who does not
participate in the pension program, prov-
ing that the town can still get “quality
people” without offering this option.

Councilwoman Neylan said that she,
“stand(s) behind this budget” adding Mr.
Haas was being “disingenuous” because
he introduced the budget on May 25.

Finance Committee Chairman Council-
man Mark Ciarrocca said that he is “proud
of this budget and proud of the process.” He
said that the town’s new public defender
does participate in the state’s contribution
system, just not the “defined benefit” pro-
gram. He added that the mayor’s “Green
Team” is working on “long term” energy
solutions to save money.

Mayor Skibitsky said that this was a
“difficult budget year” given the loss of
revenue and state aid. He thanked the
town’s employees for their hard work,
specifically the fire department, public
works and non-union employees who
accepted a zero pay increase for 2010.


