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Summer Concerts Will Take Place
Thanks to Private Donations

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Despite the
municipal government’s decision not
to fund it, the township’s summer
concert series will be held, although
on an abbreviated schedule. At last
week’s township council meeting,
Councilman Kevin Glover said cor-
porate sponsorships and volunteer
efforts had resulted in a privately-
financed revival of the shows, which
have been held for nearly two de-
cades on Thursday evenings in July
and August in the Alan Augustine
Village Green on Park Avenue next to
the municipal building.

Financial donations of $1,000 each
were received from Investor Savings
Bank and PNC Bank, while
Beckerman Insurance contributed
$500. It also is possible that the Scotch
Plains Management Corp., the man-
agement entity for the township’s
special improvement district, may
contribute money toward the shows
(see related article).

Councilwoman Mary DePaola, the
council’s liaison to the cultural arts
committee that sponsors the concerts,
said last week she felt it was impor-
tant to keep the concerts running be-
cause “once it dies, it’s hard to bring
back.” Deputy Mayor Dominick

Bratti praised the efforts of his col-
leagues and the businesses and vol-
unteers, saying, “We’re going to do it
this way from now on” because it is
“fiscally responsible.”

Shows are scheduled for July 15,
22 and 29 and August 12. The cul-
tural arts committee is considering
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra
and a jazz quartet from the Mason
Gross School of the Arts at Rutgers
University to headline the first two
shows.

In other business, the first pay-
ments of this year’s sewer bills were
due June 1, and Chief Financial Of-
ficer Lori Majeski reported that about
one-fourth of sewer bills, or about
1,860, were delinquent. Council
members were surprised at the high
level of non-payers, which translates
to about $300,000 in payments due.
Ms. Majeski had no explanation other
than to surmise that “maybe they just
forgot to pay.” The second sewer pay-
ment is due October 1.

The council is expected to meet
next month with Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority (RVSA) Commis-
sioner Joan Papen about recent news
reports concerning possible problems
surrounding a $30-million power
plant being built in Rahway. At last
week’s meeting, Ramapo Way resi-
dent Albert Muller asked the council
about the facility, noting that a news
article earlier this month had termed
it a “$30-million boondoggle.” Mrs.
Papen spoke briefly last week to say
that the article was not entirely accu-
rate and that most of the facility,
except for the cogeneration portion,
is operational.

Mrs. Papen, who will meet with the
council in July, also cautioned that the
township faces a $150,000 gap in its
2011 budget because Scotch Plains
was refunded that amount this year by
RVSA because of a surplus that she
said “won’t be there next year.”

The council will discuss further
next month a proposal to help clear
so-called open permits, which result
when a homeowner fails to secure a
final inspection for construction,
plumbing or electrical work that was
done via a township-issued permit.
Construction Officer Bob LaCosta
said one way to remove these open

SPMC Seeks Presence
At Summer Concert Series

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Management Corp. (SPMC),
the management entity for the busi-
ness district’s special improvement
authority, is planning a significant
on-site involvement, along with a pos-
sible financial contribution, in the
upcoming concert series at Alan Au-
gustine Village Green, which lost its
municipal funding but is being resur-
rected by private donations.

The SPMC board last Thursday
voted to contribute $1,500 to pay for
sound systems at the first two shows,
which are set for Thursdays, July 15
and 22, but will make the donation
only if plans to have the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) and a
jazz quartet from the Mason Gross
School of the Arts at Rutgers Univer-
sity perform at those first two shows
come to fruition. SPMC will also
host a hospitality tent during all of
the shows, which are sponsored by
the township’s cultural arts commit-
tee and are also set for July 29 and
August 12.

A major sticking point at last week’s
board meeting was the monetary do-
nation and how it will be used. Mayor
Nancy Malool, a member of the
SPMC board, said she was concerned
about how much benefit would be
realized by businesses that are not
situated in the immediate downtown,
a concern seconded by board mem-
ber Steve Goldberg. Any SPMC ef-
fort “needs to benefit all” of its mem-
bers, he said. The board decided to tie
the $1,500 contribution to perfor-
mances by the WSO and the Rutgers
band because of the expectation that
those two shows will draw the big-
gest crowds to the downtown busi-
ness district.

Both Mayor Malool and fellow
board member Dominick Verdic said
it was important to urge as many
businesses as possible to stay open
until a later hour on the nights of the
concerts. Mr. Verdic said discount
coupons and other promotional lit-
erature and brochures from businesses
should be made available at the hos-
pitality tent.
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Parents Ask BOE to Reconsider
Terminating Contract With Resolve

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Several
members of the public urged the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
on Thursday to reconsider the recent
decision to terminate its contract with
Resolve Community Counseling Cen-
ter of Scotch Plains.

The district has chosen to termi-
nate its $70,000-per-year contract
with Resolve, eliminating its pro-
grams at the district’s elementary
schools. Resolve Community Coun-
seling Center Board of Directors
President Judith Dillon said Resolve’s
staff and the parents were unaware
that its programs were going to be a
part of the district’s budgetary reduc-
tions. She said it can be disruptive for
the entire classroom while the teacher
is helping one child cope, and be-
lieves that other students would suf-

fer.
“I think it’s a really sad situation,”

Resolve counselor Christine
Mahoney said. “I sit with those chil-
dren every day and they have big
problems. Just because they are small
does not mean they are insignificant.
There has to be another way to raise
$70,000.”

“None of these cuts have been
easy,” Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Hayes said. “The problem
now is that we have nowhere else to
cut. We just don’t have the financial
resources. The alternative would be
to increase class sizes.”

Superintendent Hayes said the dis-
trict would rely on the other counsel-
ing services it has to fill the gap. “It
won’t be the same as Resolve, but
these [Resolve] are services that go
above and beyond what we are man-
dated to provide,” she said.

Board member Don Parisi said the
board would continue to look into
creative revenue sources and sug-
gested that one possible idea for the
district to receive extra funds could
be if community members donated to
the Educational Enrichment Founda-
tion, since the foundation is able to
make donations for things that are
non-core curriculum areas.

Additionally on Thursday, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Social Studies Supervisor

Brad Siegel and SPFHS students
Shannon Reimers and Maxim
Kachalov gave a presentation on ser-
vice learning, detailing their own
experience organizing and actualiz-
ing a traveling Abraham Lincoln ex-
hibit at the Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary called “Abraham Lincoln: A
Man for His Time, A Man for All
Times.” SPFHS student volunteers
researched and organized the event,
giving tours to the public and younger
SP-F students.

The SP-F community benefited
from the experience, but Maxim said
that student volunteers learned “just
as much.”

Shannon added that it was a big
“civic experience” for the volunteers,
“as “20 students had to be experts on
Lincoln.”

Following that service learning
presentation, a Powerpoint presenta-
tion was shown featuring the princi-
pals from each of the district’s schools
detailing their schools’ individual Ser-
vice Learning Plan (part of the
district’s strategic planning goals).
The high school will implement a
recycling program, middle school
students will plan projects designed
to address civic responsibility (in-
cluding detailing who will benefit
from the project and developing a
plan of implementation), Brunner
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RVSA Agrees to Pay $7,590
To Environmental Company

By TOM FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) has
come under fire for the failure of its
cogeneration facility to reduce its
operating costs.

The facility, or CoGen, as it is
more commonly known, was cham-
pioned by former executive director
Michael Brinker. It is designed to
take the methane gas captured by the
facility’s sludge digesters and use it
to power generators to reduce the
plant’s energy consumption and
overall operating costs. In addition
to using the recycled methane gas
for power, the heat from the genera-
tors is transferred to a machine to be
used to dry sludge. The dried sludge
is easier to transport, and is sold off
to be used for agricultural or land-
scaping purposes.

According to RVSA officials, the
CoGen facility’s generators have not
been operational for some time. Ear-
lier this year, methane gas that had
slipped through the generators with-
out being fully combusted built up in
the exhaust smokestack over time,
eventually causing an explosion. The
generators have not been used since,
and RVSA installed two Caterpillar
diesel backup generators to make up
for this.

The methane produced by the di-
gesters cannot be utilized as a power
source as long as the CoGen facility

is inactive, so the excess gas is re-
leased into the atmosphere through a
smokestack and ignited, producing a
bright flame visible above the RVSA
plant at night.

Currently, the RVSA has been
named as a defendant in a lawsuit
filed by Caterpillar and Foley Power
Systems (“CAT/Foley”), which are
seeking to repossess the diesel backup
generators. This lawsuit was men-
tioned in Thursday’s meeting sylla-
bus, to be discussed in further detail
in executive session.

Also discussed at the meeting were
several resolutions to be passed. The
RVSA agreed to pay $7,590 to Great
Lakes Environmental Center of
Traverse City, Mich. for professional
services. The $7,590 paid by the
RVSA was its individual share of the
$95,000 owed to the Great Lakes
Environmental Center by the New
Jersey Harbor Dischargers Group, of
which the RVSA is a member.

RVSA also amended its contract
with engineering and architecture
firm Paulus, Sokolowski and Sartor
for trunk sewer rehabilitation from
$295,203 to $302,203. The RVSA
also agreed to increase sewer con-
nection fees for applicants seeking to
make a new connection to its trunk
sewer or modify an existing connec-
tion. Lastly, the RVSA approved an
application by the City of Rahway to
build a sewer connection for an el-
ementary school.

Jessica E. Jaskula for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MANY THANKS...Last Thursday, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion recognized the PTA presidents for the 2009-2010 school year, which included
PTA Council President Jeanne Cleary and the PTA presidents from each school
in the district.

Tom Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ON THE RIGHT TRACK...NJ Transit has been performing maintenance on the tracks of the Raritan Valley Line over the
last several days. Work at the Fanwood Train Station is shown above.

Tom Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COGEN CONCERN...The Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority plant above,
which serves much of the area, has been having technical and economic problems
with its new power cogeneration facility.

Tom Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ROLL ’EM...A production crew for the Ad Council shoots a public service
announcement last Thursday at Terrill Middle School in Scotch Plains.
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