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PORTRAIT OF A SEVENTH GRADER…Michael Kieselstein of Westfield, a
seventh grader at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in North Edison, poses in front
of the self-portrait he created during the Middle School Art Show and Spring
Concert on the evening of May 13. Michael, who is the son of  David Kieselstein
and Jenny Von Feldt of Westfield, performed a special medley of Beatles music
as an alto with the Seventh- and Eighth-Grade Choir during the concert.

HOMECOMING…Matt Sklar, a native of Westfield, visited the production of his
Wedding Singer on a Saturday night last month in Cranford at the CDC theatre
and met with the cast afterward. Mr. Sklar is in center of the back row.

Premiere Stages Unveils
New Season of Activity

UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University will present a dynamic
mix of original plays this upcoming
season. The professional theatre’s
season includes a powerful new
drama, an important new play in a
co-production with Playwrights The-
atre of New Jersey and the develop-
ment of a speedy new comedy.

Family-friendly musical theatre
productions and special initiatives
for children and students make the
season enjoyable for all audiences.

The Good Counselor is Kathryn
Grant’s drama about a chosen son’s
quest for truth. A bright, young pub-
lic defender struggles to represent
two neglectful mothers, one his cli-
ent, the other his own. A thought-
provoking and beautifully written
new play, The Good Counselor liter-
ally prompts the audience to serve as
the jury in determining what it means
to be a good parent.

This Premiere Stages Festival win-
ner, selected from more than 300
submissions, opens Thursday, July
15, in the Zella Fry Theatre and con-
tinues through Sunday, August 1.

Collaborating with Playwrights’
Theatre of New Jersey, Premiere
Stages presents Tammy Ryan’s Lost
Boy Found in Whole Foods from
September 2 through 19.

In this timely new work, Gabriel,
an optimistic former “lost boy” from
Sudan, meets Christine, a suburban
mother in desperate need of atten-
tion and adventure. What begins as
an unlikely friendship becomes an
unbreakable bond that changes the
pair and leads them to a better un-
derstanding of their place in the
world.

“We work-shopped the play in
staged readings,” said John Wooten,
Premiere Stages’ artistic director.
“The response was incredible. It was
clear that this was not a story that
should be told; it was one that had to
be told.”

The campus community agrees.
The Human Rights Institute at Kean
University, the Darfur Rehabilita-
tion Project and the Kean Depart-
ment of Theatre are collaborating
with Premiere Stages to bring this
important story to the stage.

A special opening night pre-show
reception for donors will be held on
September 3 in Kean University’s
new Human Rights Institute, and a
champagne toast with the cast fol-
lows the performance.

“I am pleased to have these impor-
tant partners working with us to bring
the play to life. It’s an amazing story
and another example of how the arts
often bring important issues to the
forefront,” he said.

In a similar developmental pro-
cess, Premiere Stages will advance
Gino Dilorio’s The Jag. In this evolv-
ing new comedy, a father and son
struggle to find missing parts as they
reconstruct a car that was never
meant to be finished. Through an
intensive one-week process, inter-
active staged readings are presented
to the public from June 25 through
27.

Premiere Stages’ Musical Fun Se-
ries features two of New Jersey’s
finest Actors’ Equity Association the-
atre companies for young audiences.

Running Rabbit Family Theatre pre-
sents Pinocchio, and Pushcart Play-
ers offers Stone Soup and Other Sto-
ries and Cuentos Del Arbol.

Premiere Stages will launch the
brand-new Premiere’s Holiday
Workshop. A holiday treat for the
entire family, the workshop features
readings of three holiday-themed
plays and includes hot cider and
treats for everyone. Admission is
free; patrons need only to bring a
new, unwrapped toy for Toys for
Tots.

All performances take place on
the Kean University campus, located
at 1000 Morris Avenue in Union.
Tickets for productions range from
$15 to $25, with discounts for groups
(Musical Fun tickets are $12 with
discounts for groups).

The Premiere Package (a new sub-
scription series) saves patrons up to
$30 and includes free admission to
staged readings and other special
events. For more information, call
(908) 737-4092 or visit kean.edu/
premierestages.

Westfield Community Band
Kicks Off Its 98th Season

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Com-
munity Concert Band, under the direc-
tion of Thomas Connors, will kick off
its historic 98th season of summer con-
certs in Mindowaskin Park on Thurs-
day, June 24.

The evening’s music will start with a
pre-concert selection of music by the
band’s own SaxoSound Quartet at  7
p.m. The Westfield Community Band
will take the stage at 7:30 p.m. and will
perform an assortment of original
works, including orchestral transcrip-
tions, popular works and songs of the
American Musical Theater, along with
marches from around the world.

A feature for the evening includes a
“Kiss Me Kate,” composed by Cole
Porter. Structured as a play-within-a-
play, it functions as a musical version
of William Shakespeare’s The Taming
of the Shrew. The original Broadway
production won the first Tony Award
presented for Best Musical in 1949.
Popular selections within this work
include “Another Op’nin,’ Another

Show,” “Too Darn Hot” and “Brush Up
Your Shakespeare,” amongst many oth-
ers.

Additional selections for the evening
include Clare Grundman’s “Fantasy
on American Sailing Songs,” Julius
Fucik’s “Florintiner March” and
Rodger’s and Hammerstein’s The
Sound of Music.

The Westfield Community Concert
Band’s concerts are held on the gazebo
in Mindowaskin Park, located next to
the Westfield Municipal Building at
425 East Broad Street in Westfield. The
season continues on Thursdays , July 1,
8 and 15.

In the event of inclement weather,
concerts will be held in the Community
Room of the Municipal Building. The
event is free to the public; audience
members are encouraged to bring blan-
kets or chairs.

The Westfield Community Concert
Band is sponsored by the Westfield
Recreation Department. For further
information, contact (908) 789-4080.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

Nebbishes, fools and dreamers
thrive in producer Judd Apatow’s
generally raunchy comedies with a
heart. Which is as it should be, if you
ask Messrs Chaplin, Keaton and
Allen. And in director Nicholas
Stoller’s Get Him to the Greek, it’s
record company wonk Aaron Green’s
turn. Played by Jonah Hill, he dared
speak up at a meeting.

Suddenly, in this fantastically fre-
netic dramatization of that oft-voiced
admonition, “Be careful what you
wish for,” it is Aaron’s moment. In
the stuff that fantasies are made of,
something had to give. His love affair
with roommate, Dr. Daphne Binks,
had gone to seed. And until now his
suggestions at Sergio’s Pinnacle
Records have borne little fruit.

Finally, he’s in the right place at the
right time. We celebrate the concept
as much as the personal triumph. But
there’s that echoing caveat. The por-
tent comes when slick Sergio, su-
perbly emoted by Sean ‘P. Diddy’
Combs, initially nixes Aaron’s inspi-
ration with totally vulgar relish, only
to have an abrupt change of heart. Let
the mind games begin.

The idea? Stage British rock star
Aldous Snow’s (Russell Brand) 10-
year anniversary concert at the Greek
Theater in L.A.…residuals, DVDs,
and all that other music biz speak to
be hugely shared by Pinnacle. In a
less charitable scenario, martinet
Sergio would have glommed it all for
himself. But what fun is it if you can’t
make an underling squirm?

So OK, he tells Aaron. It’s his
baby. He is to cross the Atlantic, bag
one out-of-control, druggie rock star,
fly him to the U.S. for all pre-concert
interviews and promo functions, and
then deliver him intact to the Greek in
reasonably sober condition and ready
to perform. Little does our guy know
it will require his every ounce of
energy and being.

Director-writer Stoller’s idea, while
no great inspiration, is an astute
contemporization of several show
business chestnuts, with the bulk of
its impetus reminiscent of My Favor-
ite Year (1982). The observer, gener-
ally an unutilized young Turk on the
make or a Nick to the movie’s scan-
dalous Gatsby, gets to divine all sorts
of life lessons via the odyssey.

Ironically, this is the very circum-
stance in which overweight and pe-
rennially startled Jonah Hill finds
himself. While rising in stature over
his last several stints in the Sandler-
Apatow-Rogen-Segel film connec-
tion, he plays a full protagonist’s
minutes in this one. Only mildly sur-
prising, he sustains comedy and char-
acter with feature length aplomb.

More unexpected, he’s able to en-
dow would-be record mogul Green
with a serious dimension credible
enough to thread a touching bit of
soul through the often sidesplitting,
free-for-all farce that erupts. He is
aided and abetted by a script ripe with
several different comic forms and at
least three fine supporting perfor-
mances.

Russell Brand is nothing less than

Get Him to the Greek:
Meanwhile, Back at the Raunch

uproarious as Green’s rock legend
charge. Split from Jackie Q (Rose
Byrne), the other half of his tabloid
emblazing, notoriously naughty duo,
Aldous Snow’s self-destructive ways
have scaled to an all time high, liter-
ally. Yet despite the outrageous ste-
reotype, Brand, too, leaves room for
thoughtful assessment.

Equally effective, Mr. Combs’s
characterization of the studio honcho
speaks nerve-jarring volumes about
why some despotic personalities are
happy only when they’re plying their
bullying ways. Expect no overriding,
humanitarian qualities here…only
reaffirmation of this hilariously sad,
workplace fact.

Offering less scope but nonethe-
less important as a type the Rock ‘n’
Roll milieu just couldn’t do without
is Rose Byrne’s glorified groupie-
become-diva. The quintessence of
superficiality, her Jackie Q represents
a bizarre version of Dulcinea to
Aldous’s aberrant Don Quixote. That
they have an adolescent boy in com-
mon ups the emotional ante.

Supplying added heft to the lunacy
through subtexts their roles provide,
Dinah Stabb and Colm Meaney as
Aldous’s Mum ‘n’ Dad, respectively,
drolly suggest why their superstar
son has turned out the way he has. Mr.
Snow is a sodden, know-it-all sideman
in Vegas; Her Upper Crustiness keeps
the Brit home fires burning in case
sonny boy needs them.

Apparently, the unsparing use of
four-lettered favorites played no small
part in the upbringing of their hyper-
spoiled music prodigy. Thus know
full well that the movie’s R rating is
quite earned and then some. This
includes the rather ribald lyrics of the
often-catchy tunes comprising the
singer’s body of work, as well as
several really edgy scenes.

It’s the same established formula
we’ve seen in Superbad (2007), Pine-
apple Express (2008), I Love You,
Man (2009), etc., etc. And though the
cineaste might wonder if the affili-
ated bunch of raunch hands will even-
tually mosey over to something a tad
headier, as they Get Him to the Greek
their filmic GPS still manages to find
our funny bone.

* * *
Get Him to the Greek, rated R, is a

Universal Pictures release directed
by Nicholas Stoller and stars Jonah
Hill, Russell Brand and Rose Byrne.
Running time: 109 minutes.

Company Presents
‘Lear’ in Kenilworth
KENILWORTH – Kicking off its

19th summer Shakespeare touring sea-
son, The Hudson Shakespeare Com-
pany will present King Lear –
Shakespeare’s dark journey of a pow-
erful man at the end of his life, and
those who would either love or de-
stroy him – tonight, Thursday,  June
17 at David Brearly Middle School
Football Field, located at 401 Monroe
Avenue in Kenilworth, at 7:30 p.m.

In case of inclement weather, the
show will be moved to the Kenilworth
Library at 546 Boulevard.

The performance is free to the pub-
lic. Patrons are encouraged to bring
lawn chairs and blankets to venues.
The company will also be returning
for two other productions, the irrev-
erent Much Ado About Nothing on
Thursday, July 15, at 7:30 p.m., and
the magical romp The Tempest on
Thursday, August 5, at 7:30 p.m.

For more information, call (973)
449-7443 or visit
hudsonshakespeare.homestead.com.

Meet and Greets End
With Eric Luper

WESTFIELD – This weekend, the
Town Book Store in Westfield will
host its last meet and greet until the
fall. The store will welcome Eric
Luper, author of the young-adult book
“Seth Baumgartner’s Love Mani-
festo,” on Saturday, June 19, from 2
to 4 p.m.

While he’s getting dumped by his
girlfriend in the middle of Applebee’s,
Seth Baumgartner spies his father
out on a date with a woman who is not
his mother. With the help of his hi-
larious best friend, his best friend’s
younger sister and his anonymous
podcast, “The Love Manifesto,” Seth
sets out to discover “what love is,
why love is, and why we’re stupid
enough to keep going back for more.”

“Seth Baumgartner’s Love Mani-
festo” is a humorous novel about one
boy’s misguided attempts at untan-
gling something that might be best
left all tangled up – love.

Mr. Luper is the author of several
novels for young adults. His first two,
“Big Slick” and “Bug Boy,” have
been nominated for various state and
national awards. He is originally from
Springfield but currently calls New
York home.

To learn more, call The Town Book
Store at (908) 233-3535.

WCP Holds Auditions for Rom. Comedy
WESTFIELD – Director Naomi

Yablonsky of Westfield Community
Players (WCP) is holding open audi-
tions for Anne Nichols’ romantic com-
edy Abie’s Irish Rose on Monday,
June 21, and Tuesday, June 22, at 7
p.m. in the WCP theater, located at
1000 North Avenue West.

This American classic showcases

cultural and religious differences with
comedic results, when a nice Jewish
boy falls in love with an Irish Catho-
lic lass, to the chagrin of their fami-
lies.

The cast requirements call for one
woman and five men in their 50’s and
60’s, as well as one man and one
woman in their 20’s.

Slight Irish and Yiddish accents for
the older characters are desired, but
not necessary.

To learn more, call (908) 232-9568.
Play rehearsals will start in mid-Au-
gust for performances weekends Oc-
tober 9 through 23.

Elegant Homes Realty Featuring the Savannah

Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference 
to the offering plan which will be furnished by a developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all floor plans and developments are subject to 
change. Not an offer where prohibited by state statutes. This offering is made only by the prospectus for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not 
made in the prospectus. Prices, plans and specifications are subject to change without notice.
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BROKERS
WELCOME

The Savannah...distinctive five-story, European-inspired building  
just steps from Westfield’s famed downtown... 

Luxury Condominium Residences  
For Those 55-plus in the Heart of Downtown Westfield

For a Private Tour call:  Eileen Ward-Conway - Broker  Office: (908) 233-5900 
Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor  Cell: (908) 413-0040

w w w . T h e S a v a n n a h W e s t f i e l d . c o m

Residents at the Savannah enjoy concierge service, secured entry,   
an elegant lobby, a community room with a prep kitchen for catered parties,  

elevators to each f loor and two underground parking spaces per unit.

To the Ward Family,                                              

We would like to express our appreciation for your vision, and bringing to fruition, the 
exquisitely designed European Style residence which we have made our home.
We raised our family in the Todt Hill section of Staten Island where we resided for 40 
years. We made a decision to move to New Jersey to be closer to our thirteen grand- 
children. The search was not an easy one with our “wish list.” However when we arrived 
at the Savannah we were taken back with the beautiful architecture. We were equally 
impressed with the elegant foyer and gracious courtyard. The spacious apartments had 
unrivaled craftsmanship and every amenity we’d hoped for. The staff was helpful and 
accommodating with our choices. Our neighbor/designer Pat Pfaffenbach was always 
available for us. Terry the concierge is so courteous and helped us with our move. Coming 
home to our elegant residence and having the charming sophisticated town of Westfield 

just steps away has been a most gratifying experience. We found the perfect place.  

   Connie & John Profaci  

The Savannah in Westfield 
Fulfills a Couple’s 
Residential ‘WISH LIST’

WESTFIELD, May 20, 2010

NEW! Twilight Evening Open House!  
Sunday,  June 20th, 1-5pm & Twilight Wednesday,  June 23rd, 5-7pm  

 111 Prospect Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

‘Greg Brady-Meets-Herman
Munster’ Pays Rahway Visit

By RENNIE WOLTERS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – Brad Garrett, best
known for his role as Ray Romano’s
brother Robert on the hit comedy
show “Everybody Loves Raymond,”
entertained a local
crowd Sunday at
the Union County
Performing Arts
Center in Rahway.

In a one-night-
only event, Mr.
Garrett’s towering
6 - f o o t - 8 - i n c h
frame commanded
the stage, and he
likened himself to
a mix between
sitcom characters
Greg Brady and
Herman Munster.

Comedian and
actor Rocky
LaPorte, who may
be best known
from Comic Strip
Live and popular
sit-om “Cheers,”
kicked off the
evening of laughs
as opening act for
Garrett. The pair
toured the region
last weekend,
making stops at the
Foxwoods Casino
in Connecticut on Friday, The Borgata
Comedy Club in Atlantic City on
Saturday and ending the tour Sunday
in Rahway.

Mr. Garrett, a three-time Emmy
Award-winning actor, joked that he
must not be good enough for New
Brunswick to have been booked in
Rahway – to the laughs of the crowd
– and made a tongue-in-cheek
comment that Rahway will be
beautiful when it’s finished.

An interactive performer, Mr.
Garrett poked fun at audience

members and then opened up his skit
to allow questions from those in the
crowd.

Mr. Garrett jump-started his career
in 1984, when he became the first
$100,000 grand champion winner of

the comedy
category of the TV
show “Star
Search.”

His résumé
includes bit parts
on “Seinfeld,”
“The Fresh Prince
of Bel-Aire,”
“Roseanne” and
“Monk,” as well as
voiceover roles for
a n i m a t e d
characters in
movies Finding
Nemo, A Bug’s
Life, Ratatouille
and Garfield, as
well as providing
the voice of Hulk
Hogan in the
television cartoon
show “Hulk
Hogan’s Rock ‘N’
Roll Wrestling
series” and the
voice of
Decepticon base
Trypticon in the
third series of
“Transformers.”

Mr. Garrett has more recently
performed on Broadway in 2005 as
Murray the cop in Neil Simon’s The
Odd Couple, starring Nathan Lane
and Matthew Broderick, and has
ventured into commercials,
representing a grumpy pedestrian who
becomes happy and bubbly after
sipping a 7-Up.

Mr. Garrett is set to open his
namesake venue, Brad Garrett’s
Comedy Club, at the Tropicana in
Las Vegas June 28, and will kick off
a tour of Canada in July.

Brad Garrett


