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D’ANNUNZIO, RIDGE, MAXWELL HIT 100-HIT MARK

Raider ‘O’ Armada Amassed
Huge Statistics, Finished 25-6

MURRAY, KERR, ANDERSON LED TEAM IN BATTING

Baseball Blue Devils Rack up
Impressive Stats, Finish 18-9

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Featuring a one-through-nine of-
fensive armada, this season’s Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School base-
ball team presented no room for rest
for opposing pitchers. The team’s
relentless battering of the ball atti-
tude resulted in a 25-6 record.

“We had a very good group of
seniors, most of them playing for
three and some playing for four
years,” Raider Head Coach Tom
Baylock said. “Anyone of them was

able to hit the three-run double, three-
run homer. There was no automatic
out in our lineup.”

The Raiders won the Watchung
Division of the Union County Con-
ference, but the losses that they in-
curred came at crucial times to very
worthy opponents. Two of those
losses came at the hands of the Group
3 state champion Cranford Cougars,
who defeated them, 10-7, in the Union
County semifinals and 6-5 in the sec-
tional semis.

“Twenty-five and six is a great
record. I would take that every year.
Unfortunately, we ran into a buzz

saw with Cranford twice. They were
a team of destiny,” coach Baylock
said. “Of the six losses that we had,
two were to Cranford, one was to
Bridgewater, one was to Edison, who
were in the Group 4 section final,
then we lost to Westfield, which is
always a rivalry game, but we did
accomplish one of our goals. We did
win the conference.”

The Raiders had a .405 team bat-
ting average (BA), and a reincarna-
tion of the original “Joltin’ Joe”, se-
nior Joe D’Annunzio virtually shat-

tered all offensive statistics.
D’Annunzio, a nominee for The Star-
Ledger Union County Player of the
Year, along with Cranford Cougar
Eric Walano, led the team with a .538
BA, a .912 slugging percentage, 49
hits, 40 RBI, 55 runs scored, six home
runs and four triples. He drilled eight
doubles, received 15 walks, was hit
four times and stole all 11 bases he
attempted. In his four-year varsity
career, D’Annunzio amassed 154 hits.

“Joe is one of the best players that
I have ever coached. His energy, the
way he moves around, his demeanor
on the field, his presence in the dug-

out is going to be missed. He brought
a lot of intangibles, little things people
don’t see,” said coach Baylock.

Known for his excellent defense,
senior shortstop Mike Ridge also took
off offensively this season and fin-
ished with a .455 BA, with 40 hits,
seven doubles, five triples and a home
run. He also had 32 RBI, 37 runs
scored, 11 walks, five stolen bases
and three sacrifices, while striking
out only twice. Ridge finished his
varsity career with 100 hits.

“Each and every year, you could see

him get better. His fielding was always
ahead of his hitting. Then this past year,
he dedicated a lot of time to getting his
hitting up, and he became our cleanup
hitter,” coach Baylock said.

Senior pitching ace Gary
Binkiewicz, who finished 4-4 this
year, came alive at the plate in a big

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Some strong pitching performances
backed by a formidable offensive
lineup guided the Westfield High
School baseball team to an exciting
season that was highlighted by an
appearance in the Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) championship game
and a dramatic victory in the North
Jersey, Group 4, Section 2
quarterfinals.

The Blue Devils were denied their
13th UCT title when Cranford pulled
off a 6-5, come-from-behind victory,
but in the sectional quarterfinals, they
scored three runs in the bottom of the
12th inning to defeat Hillsborough,
7-6, before falling to Bridgewater-
Raritan and finishing with an 18-9
record.

“We were upgraded in our sched-
ule with the conference change. We
dropped weaker teams and picked up
teams like Morristown and Morris
Knolls,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Bob Brewster, who added, “Cranford,
as the season went on, played better
and better. That’s because of great
coaching. Hillsborough’s conference

is very good.”
The Blue Devils racked up an im-

pressive .371 team batting average
(BA). Juniors A.J Murray and Dan
Kerr, and senior Rob Anderson, who
batted 3-4-5, respectively, in the
lineup, were a formidable offensive
trio to opposing pitchers and com-
bined to lead the team in nearly every
offensive statistic.

“Cranford coach Dennis
McCaffrey said they were the best 3-
4-5 combination in the state, and that’s
saying something as well respected
as he is,” said coach Brewster. “The
3-4-5 hitters are number 4-5-6 in
batting average all-time in Westfield
High School.”

Murray, a top-shelf catcher, had
the second-highest BA on the team at
.482 (40-for-83), led in doubles with
12 and was co-leader with 33 runs
scored. He was also second in RBI
with 26, walks with 18, triples with
three and slugging percentage at .735.
Murray also had one home run and
had the least strikeouts on the starting
lineup with six.

“He is the ultimate warrior! He had
lots of bumps and bruises and a broken

toe, but he never complained. He has
a football mentality,” coach Brewster
said. “People don’t want to run against
him. He blocked everything. He called
95 percent of the pitches.”

Kerr led the team with a .487 BA
(37-for-76), five home runs, .789 slug-
ging percentage, 22 walks and 44
RBI (tied for most WHS all-time).
He scored 24 runs, had eight doubles
and struck out only nine times.

“We were concerned when he bat-
ted .250 during pre-season, but Danny
is an extremely hard worker. He will
put in time to make himself a good
player,” coach Brewster said.

Anderson, who had a .457 BA, led
the team in hits (43-for-94 – third
WHS all-time in hits) and triples with
four. He finished with a .734 slug-
ging percentage, three home runs, 27

Cranford High School Sports

See it online at

www.goleader.com

(link is at bottom of page)

Cranford Sports Archives

From September 2009 are available.

2010 RAIDER

SOCCER CAMP
at Scotch Plains -

Fanwood High School

Director

Tom Breznitsky
SP-FHS

Boys Varsity Coach

Home of the

7 time

NJ State Champion

Boys’ Soccer Team

JULY 5-9
JULY 26-30

For More Information, Please Call:

Tom Breznitsky (908) 322-6102

email: raidercamp@verizon.net

www.spfraidersoccercamp.com

“The Only Local Camp

Not Held in a Park!”

Goal Keeper Training

Tactical Camp for Teams

Novice to Advanced

Grades 1-11

Indoor Facilities

Boys & Girls

Fully Insured

Our 18th Consecutive Season
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    Date:   July 12th July 16th  
    Location: Edison Intermediate School & 
                   Gary Kehler Stadium 
    Times: Character Building 9:00-1:00 
                 Empowering Leaders 9:00-3:00 

2010 Lady Blue Devil Soccer Camp 
Campers develop soccer intelligence in both technical skills (shooting, 

passing, trapping, juggling, heading and dribbling) and tactical 
awareness (learning to see, to understand and to resolve problems on 
the field). They learn from the best alumni the Lady Blue Devils soccer 

program has and they are exposed to a multitude of leadership and 
character building concepts they can cultivate for life.  

Character Building Camp:     Grades 3-4 (grade in September) 

Empowering Leaders Camp:  Grades 5-9     

                              Camp Features Include  
               Novice to Advanced          Camp T-Shirt, Ball & Evaluations 
             Indoor Facility       Daily Inspirational Videos 
             Turf & Grass Fields           Ability to purchase snacks & drinks 
             GK Training                 Folder of Daily Discussion Topics 

 Camp Director                       For More Information 
 Alex Schmidt                               LBDsoccercamp@hotmail.com       
WHS Head Girls Varsity Coach      www.ladybluedevilssoccer.com 
Technical Director of Coaching for WSA                  (application online)  
     

 
2009 Season Highlights Group IV Sectional Champions & State 

Finalists. Union County Team, Player & Coach of the Year.  Finished 11th 
in the country & led the country in shutouts with 20.  

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FABULOUS BASEBALL CAREER AT SPF…Raider Joe D’Annunzio, diving back to first, finished his four-year varsity
career with 154 hits. This year, he led the team with a .538 batting average, a .912 slugging percentage, 49 hits, 40 RBI, 55
runs scored, six home runs, four triples and 11 stolen bases.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE THRILL OF VICTORY…AJ Murray, No. 15, goes airborne onto the pile after the Blue Devils defeated Hillsborough,
7-6, in 12 innings in the North Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 quarterfinals on May 22. Brett Johnson, underneath the pile, hit
the winning two-run single. See several pictures of “The Chase” on the Cougar Online Exclusive, page 3.

GET ONE MONTH
FREE RENT!

MOVE IN NOW!
1 BR/1 BA apartments from

$1,450/month
2 BR/2 BA apartments from

$1,775/month

Sign a 12-month lease and get 
the 13th month’s rent FREE!*

Elegantly appointed apartments include full-size washer/dryer
and free basic cable. Plus, clubhouse with heated pool, 

fitness center, cyber-library and activities director who plans 
community events. Garages and storage units available.

Call 908.206.9452
for hours and directions

www.MillenniumHomes.com

*On select units only.

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ

33698_MH4.2x5bw.indd 1 8/18/09 4:43:13 PM

Coldwell Banker 
908.347.2042 - Cell  
John.Aslanian@CBmoves.com 
www.JohnAslanian.com 

Direct Line 908.301.2007 
Business 908.233.5555 

209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090    

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

John Aslanian

Redefining Real Estate

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.  

Located on the corner of a quiet lane, this three bedroom two and a half 
bath French Colonial Cottage boasts “old barn” beams throughout the 
living room, dining room, and kitchen, plus random width pegged floors.  
Living room with a stone fireplace. Central air conditioning.  

              Offered for $779,000

Stately center hall colonial with charming details, loads of updates, all 
blocks away from Franklin Elementary School, near downtown amenities! 
Floor plan features four bedrooms, three full and two half baths.  First 
floor family room and office. Prized details include quarter sawn oak floors 
& beamed ceilings. 

                                                                               Offered for $899,000

55 CANTERBURY LANE, WESTFIELD 132 LINCOLN ROAD, WESTFIELD

Tennis Star Venus Williams
Born June 17, 1980


