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SERBIA, SENEGAL EDUCATORS VISIT WESTFIELD SCHOOL…Principals
and administrators from Serbia and Senegal visited Wilson School in Westfield
recently as part of a program sponsored by the New Jersey Center for Civic
Education. The purpose of the visit was to demonstrate school culture, student
motivation, viable curriculum, classroom management, safety, professionalism,
democratic input and parent and community involvement. The visiting educators
expressed their admiration for the collegiality, level of learning and technology
enhancements that were evident in the Westfield school environment. At the
conclusion of the school day, the guests were welcomed into the Wilson School
library, where they had refreshments provided by the PTO.

Woman’s Club Announces
Youth Poetry Winners

Ian Gurland

Natalie Salinardo

Drew Schapow

Sidhorth
Eleswarapu

Michal Hannah
Sagal

WESTFIELD – The Woman’s Club
of Westfield announced the state win-
ners, as chosen by the New Jersey
State Federation of Women’s Clubs

(NJSFWC), for
the Youth Poetry
Short Story Con-
test.

Ian Gurland
won first place in
the Poetry Cat-
egory One for his
poem “What Po-
ems Are About.”

Ian is the son of Greer and Ira Gurland,
and is in the second grade at Wash-

ington Elemen-
tary School in
Westfield.

N a t a l i e
Salinardo won
second place in
Category Three
for her poem,
“ D a d d y ’ s
Home.” Natalie

is the daughter of Carol Ann
Salinardo, and is in the eighth grade

at Orange Av-
enue School in
Cranford.

D r e w
Schapow re-
ceived second-
place honors in
Category Four
for his poem,
“Cast Die.”

Drew is the son of Rachel and Steven

Schapow, and is in the 12th grade at
Westfield High
School.

S i d h o r t h
Eleswarapu re-
ceived first-
place honors in
Category Two
for his short
story, “Harry
The Hundred
Dollar Bill.”
Sidhorth is the son of Usha and Kenhat
Eleswarapu, and
is in the sixth
grade at
Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School
in Westfield.

M i c h a l
Hannah Sagal
won first place
for Category
Four for her
short story,
“Mom The Stranger.” Michal is the
daughter of Lauren Kaplan Sagal and
Douglas Sagal, and is in the 12th
grade at Westfield High School in
Westfield.

For further consideration on a na-
tionwide level, the General Federa-
tion of Women’s Clubs (GFWC) will
judge the first-place winning entries.

Hi’s Eye Wins 2
Press Awards

WESTFIELD – Hi’s Eye, the stu-
dent-produced weekly newspaper at
Westfield High School (WHS), won
first place from the American Scho-
lastic Press Association, earning 925
points out of a possible 1,000.

This award represents the efforts
of the current 2009-2010 staff of the
newspaper. WHS Senior Chloe

Rothenberg won an individual award
for her cartoon, “New Dress Code.”

Earlier this school year, Hi’s Eye
received a silver award from the Co-
lumbia Scholastic Press Association.
The honor was bestowed on the news-
paper, recognizing its content and pro-
duction for the 2008-2009 school year.

Hi’s Eye is celebrating its 75th
anniversary this year. It is one of a
few student-produced weekly high
school newspapers in the country.

Rosemary DiBattista and Jennifer
Roman, the co-advisors, commended
the students and stated, “We are ex-
tremely proud of the work our stu-
dents put into the paper each week.”

2009-10 reporters working on a
weekly edition.

WF 12th Grader Receives
Volunteer Service Award

A TRUE ROLE MODEL…Westfield High School Senior Kathleen O’Donnell-
Pickert, the 2010 President’s Volunteer Award recipient, is congratulated by the
school’s Principal, Peter Renwick, who referred to the student as a “wonderful role
model who can inspire others to volunteer to give back to those less fortunate.”

WESTFIELD – Kathleen
O’Donnell-Pickert, a senior at
Westfield High School, has received
the 2010 President’s Volunteer Ser-
vice Award, presented by the Pruden-
tial Spirit of Community Awards pro-
gram on behalf of President Barack
Obama. Kathleen received a certifi-
cate and a letter from the President.

Kathleen was recognized for orga-
nizing a prom for the young adults at
the Covenant House in Newark, a
facility for homeless and at-risk youth.
She worked on the project for almost
a year and collected hundreds of
dresses, suits, shoes and accessories.

She held clothing drives at local
schools, churches and community or-
ganizations, and raised $1,000 for
the event, spending more than 100
volunteer hours to make it a success.

Inspired by her family’s longtime
support of Covenant House and her
decision to undertake a community
service activity for the Girl Scout
Gold Award, Kathleen explained, “I
thought of things that the teenagers at
Covenant House wouldn’t usually be
able to do and immediately I thought
of a night of dancing and dressing up
with everything provided for them.

“One of my most memorable mo-
ments,” Kathleen continued, “was the
boutique that we held with all of the
donations. Everyone was able to pick
an outfit along with shoes and acces-
sories. All of the ‘shoppers’ had smiles
on their faces and were so excited to
have a choice of what they could wear.

“It’s very hard to only pick one
memorable moment,” added Kathleen,
“but something that I have to add is

that each of the attendees had a photo
taken of them the night of the dance
and they were able to take the framed
picture with them when they left. This
was huge for them because, unfortu-
nately, many of these kids don’t even
have one picture of themselves.”

Westfield High School Principal
Peter Renwick notified Kathleen of
her award, which followed the nomi-
nation process begun by the school.

Chambers Wins Princeton
Distinguished Award

WESTFIELD – Roy Chambers, an
art educator at Westfield High School,
will receive Princeton University’s
Distinguished Secondary School
Teaching Award at commencement
ceremonies at the university on June
1. He is one of four teachers to re-
ceive this recognition in the State of
New Jersey.

According to Princeton University,
the award honors “exceptional teach-
ers who have demonstrated highly
effective engagement with their stu-
dents in the teaching and learning
process, dedicated service to their
school and community, and signifi-
cant commitment
to their own pro-
fessional growth as
lifelong learners.”

Based on the let-
ters of nomination,
Mr. Chambers had
fulfilled all those
qualifications. A
student of Mr.
Chambers wrote,
“Mr. Chambers
has pushed me to
see the good in me
when I couldn’t
even see it myself.
Thanks to Mr.
Chambers, I am
hoping to go into a
graphic design
school after I’m
done in the high
school.”

Another student
wrote, “When I
entered high
school, I had
merely a develop-
ing interest and
skill in the fine arts.
Mr. Chamber’s guidance really in-
spired me to accomplish more. It
fostered my interest in mixed media
and experimentation, which are now
some of my strongest capacities. I am
also very inspired by his patience and
artistic integrity.”

Peter Horn, coordinator of alterna-
tive education at Westfield High
School, remarked that he has “never
worked with a more effective or in-
spiring educator.”

An art educator in Westfield High
School since 1999 and at Ferris High
School in Jersey City beginning 1993,
Mr. Chambers began his career as an
assistant art director in a New York
City advertising firm.

He earned a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Communication, Design and
Technology from Jersey City State
College in 1985 and earned a Teacher
Certification in Art from New Jersey
City University in 1993. His mem-
berships include the Art Alliance of
Monmouth County, Art Educators of
New Jersey and the National Art Edu-
cation Association.

Mr. Chambers’ supervisor, Linda
King, said, “Since Mr. Chambers’
arrival in Westfield, we have imple-
mented two graphics courses because
of his background and enthusiasm in
getting students involved with this
form of art, revised all art curricula
twice; piloted the new Artist In Resi-
dence program for our Project 79
program and will be offering a Stage-
craft Design course for the 2010-
2011 academic year.

“Mr. Chambers has always con-
tributed to revising and implement-
ing new courses in order to keep the
arts rigorous, educational and reward-
ing. In addition to coursework, Mr.
Chambers implements projects that
start with the classroom students and
extend to the entire school commu-
nity,” added Ms. King.

Mr. Chambers is responsible for
teaching the following courses at
Westfield High School: Foundations
of Art, Drawing, and Graphic Design
I and II. He was the recipient of the
2004 Westfield High School Parent
Teacher Student Organization’s Out-

standing Teacher
of the Year Award.

At Westfield
High School, Mr.
Chambers also is
the artist in resi-
dence for Project
’79 (the alternative
education pro-
gram), the advisor
for the Typogra-
phy Club, visual
instructor for the
marching band, set
designer for the
fall drama and
spring musical,
and founder and
advisor to the
Stage Design
Club.

Mr. Chambers’
art endeavors have
included trans-
forming the
school’s student
center into a com-
pletely blue room,
based on the art-
work of Christo

and Jeanne-Claude, creating tradi-
tional Mandala sand paintings and an
Anamorphic Perspective chalk draw-
ing in the school’s courtyard, design-
ing sculptures on the school grounds,
Earth Day exhibits utilizing recycled
items into art designs and collaborat-
ing with the music department to
organize and present “Sights and
Sounds” assemblies based on theo-
ries of synaesthetics.

In discussing his experience at
Westfield High School, Mr. Cham-
bers said, “The atmosphere at
Westfield High School is one that
allows enough freedom to develop,
experiment, and push the boundaries
of curriculum, lessons, and connec-
tions with students and faculty.”

Mr. Chambers has quoted
Michelangelo, who, at age 88, said,
“I am still learning.” According to
Mr. Chambers, “Michelangelo’s
words ring true to me today, and I too
hope to have a life full of learning and
new experiences.”

LIVING A LIFE OF
LEARNING…Westfield High School
art teacher, Roy Chambers, and one of
his students add a finishing touch to an
enlarged Anamorphic Perspective chalk
drawing in the school’s courtyard. Mr.
Chambers was one of only four teachers
in the state selected to receive Princeton
University’s Distinguished Secondary
School Teaching Award.

SPFHS DECA Students
Recognized at Conference

SCOTCH PLAINS – Thirty stu-
dents from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) traveled to
Louisville, Ky., to compete in the
International Career Development
Conference, sponsored by DECA
in late April.

These students were selected to
compete based on their perfor-
mances at the State Career Devel-
opment Conference, held in Cherry
Hill in February. The conference
hosted 14,000 students from across
the United States, Canada, Guam,
Mexico, and Germany. Several
SPFHS students were recognized
for their outstanding achievements.

Senior Matthew Greaney was rec-
ognized for having one of the 10
highest test scores in financial
analysis and senior Lauren Harnett
for having one of the 10 highest
roleplay scores in retail merchan-
dising.

The team of seniors – Chris Free-
man, Johan Hernandez and Morgan
Puleo – was recognized for having
one of the top 10 Financial Literacy

Promotion projects, as was junior
Kyle Birnbaum for being one of the
top 10 finalists in Quick Serve Res-
taurant Management.

Advisor, Marjorie FitzGibbon,
pleased with the results, said, “It is
rare for a school to have one student
recognized at this level; the fact
that we had six students recognized,
demonstrates the dedication the
business students have to the pro-
gram as well as the commitment the
school and the community has for
DECA. It is this support that allows
Scotch Plains-Fanwood to succeed
at this level.”

DECA is an international organi-
zation of high school marketing and
business students. The mission of
DECA, Inc. is to enhance the co-
curricular education of students
with interest in marketing, man-
agement and entrepreneurship.
DECA helps students to develop
skills and competence for business
careers, to build self–esteem, to
experience leadership and to prac-
tice community service.

2006 WHS Grad Heads
To Morgan Stanley

WESTFIELD – Ryan Gundrum, a
2006 Westfield High School grad,
graduated in May from the University
of Maryland with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Economics. He attained place-
ment on the dean’s list and earned a 4.0
GPA in his spring semester. He will be
starting a job as an investment analyst
at Morgan Stanley Smith Barney. He is
the son of Monica and Bill Gundrum.

This summer, 
do something that’ll
last a lifetime.
• Get started on a college career or earn credits to-

ward your degree with UCC’s Summer Session.
• Convenient 3 to 12 week sessions

• Attend class at any of several locations or learn from
home with Telecourses & Online courses

R E G I S T E R  T O D A Y !

DIVE IN FOR
AN 
EDUCATION...

The water’s
fine!!
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Many Courses Start the 
Week of July 13th

For information call 908-709-7518 – or – 
visit us online at www.ucc.edu
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Fanwood’s Biner
Promoted to Captain
FANWOOD - Walter Biner, of

Fanwood,NJ has been promoted to
Captain, U.S. Army. Captain Biner is

a 2003
graduate of
S c o t c h
P l a i n s -
Fanwood
H i g h
S c h o o l .
C a p t a i n
Biner at-
tended the
University
of Massa-
chuse t t s ,
where he
majored in
H i s t o r y

and minored in Military Science.
Upon his graduation in 2007 he was
commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant
following 4 years ROTC training.
Captain Biner successfully completed
Air Assault School, Airborne School,
Armor and Ranger training before
being stationed in Germany as a mem-
ber of the 2nd Cavalry, Stryker Divi-
sion. He is a Platoon Leader and his
unit is currently awaiting deployment
to Afghanistan. Captain Biner is the
son of Margaret and Stanley Biner of
Fanwood.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Walter J. Biner

MORE-THAN-FINE ARTS…St. Paul’s Day School of Westfield’s pre-school
and kindergarten held its annual Fine Art Show on May 6. Paintings and
sculptures that the children had been working on this year were displayed for the
families and the children to come and admire. The fine-art program is made
possible by a grant from the Hilliard Family Foundation of Atlanta, Ga. The
school is grateful to one of its parents, Nancy Hilliard Joyce, for arranging this
grant and to its art teachers, Margaret Collins and Mary Ann Hill.

MAKING THEIR MARK...Westfield
and Scotch Plains third graders at-
tending Wardlaw-Hartridge School
traveled to Two Rivers Landing in
Easton, Pa., to send boats through locks
and canals and experiment with simple
machines. Also in Easton at the Crayola
Factory, they learned how crayons and
markers are made and used them to
create their own masterpieces. The stu-
dents watched the wax being poured,
the crayons being made, labeled and
boxed. Pictured above are: (front)
Lillian Helander of Westfield and
Briella Payami of Scotch Plains, and
(back) Alexandra Lack of Westfield
and Kelly Lawrence of Scotch Plains.

EASY BEING GREEN…In honor of Earth Day, many Washington Elementary
School students wore green, walked to school and packed a “Trash-Less Lunch.”
Green mascots were posted throughout the school with thought bubbles filled
with green tips. Pictured below are Aaron Coleman, Matthew Schiff and Logan
Robertson standing next to a green mascot.


