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Layla Varkey Is Winner
Of Oratorical Contest

WESTFIELD – Layla Varkey re-
cently was chosen as the winner of
the Optimist Club of Westfield’s
Oratorical Contest for intermediate
school students. The club also se-
lected Charlie O’Brien and James
Goldberger as the second- and third-
place winners, respectively.

With the assistance of fine arts
instructors Kimberly Jonny and
Michael Altmann, the club honored
the students and their families at its
monthly meeting on May 12, pre-
senting each of them with a United
States Savings Bond. Each also re-
ceived a medallion and Certificate
of Appreciation.

Seventh-grade Public Speaking
students at Edison and Roosevelt

Intermediate Schools in Westfield
participated in the competition.
Each gave a public address, five
minutes in length, on one of four
topics: “For me, optimism is…”;
“Cyber communications, progress
or problem”; “Should there be
stricter laws for people who own
pets?” and “Does the First Amend-
ment apply to teenagers?”

Faculty and administration se-
lected five finalists from each inter-
mediate school, and members of
the Optimist Club, Rosalie Balog,
Mark Epstein and Jeffrey Feldman,
selected the winners.

The other finalists included
Marissa Alvarez, Lauren Echausse,
Sean Moore, Jacqueline
Napolitano, Autumn Patterson,
Juliet Smith and Isabel Wayner.
Each of these finalists also received
a Certificate of Appreciation.

This is the fifth year the Optimist
Club has sponsored the Oratorical
Contest. Active in the community
since 1989, the club also organizes
other programs and service projects,
including holiday food baskets, the
Westfield Halloween Haunted
House, the Junior Optimists at
Westfield High School and Project
Graduation BASH.

Additionally, the club annually
recognizes special achievements in
the community with its Youth Vol-
unteer Award and Intermediate
School Teacher of the Year Award.
To request additional information
about the Optimist Club, call Mem-
bership Chairman Mike Walsh at
(908) 654-3144.

Open Bridge Playing
Available at Club

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Senior Citizen Advisory Com-
mittee currently is offering open
bridge playing at the Scotch Hills
Country Club on Mondays from
noon to 3 p.m. This activity will
continue through August 23. The
club is located at Plainfield Avenue
and Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains.

Interested persons are asked to reg-
ister as soon as possible in the Recre-
ation Office, Room 113, of the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building, located
at 430 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.
The cost for the entire summer is $10
for township residents and $15 for
non-residents. For more information,
call (908) 322-6700, extension no.
221, or (908) 889-2084.

POLICE BLOTTER

EXTRAORDINARY VOLUNTEER…New Jersey Assemblywoman Linda
Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) reads a proclamation honoring Don Wussler of Scotch
Plains, pictured with her, for his long career in local voluntarism. The Rotary
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains feted Mr. Wussler as its 2010 Carol Wood
Memorial Volunteer of the Year during a dinner June 2.

Rotary Honors Don Wussler
As Volunteer of the Year

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Rotary
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains sa-
luted Don Wussler for his decades
of contributions to the community
during a dinner on June 2 at The
Westwood in Garwood.

A resident of Scotch Plains, Mr.
Wussler was honored as the Rotary
Club’s 2010 Carol Wood Memorial
Volunteer of the Year.

In 2008, Mr. Wussler spearheaded
the drive to install a clock adjacent
to the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building on Park Avenue that hon-
ors Korean War veterans. His clock
drive was a capstone on a long ca-
reer in volunteerism.

Those who have benefited over
the years from Mr. Wussler’s vol-
unteer spirit also include the area’s
young baseball and football play-
ers, the Archdiocese of Newark, the
parish of St. Bartholomew the
Apostle in Scotch Plains, the Lions
Club of Scotch Plains and young
musicians at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(LD-22) was among those on hand
during the dinner honoring Mr.
Wussler. She came to the dais to
cite the honoree’s achievements, as
did Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr,
Scotch Plains Councilman Jeffrey
Strauss and many others.

The Rotary Club of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains meets for lunch each

Wednesday at 12:15 p.m. at the
Stage House Restaurant, located at
366 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Interested persons may contact
Michael Dietrich at (908) 789-3175
or membership@fsprotary.org.

CBI Open House Event
To Be Held June 27

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congrega-
tion Beth Israel has announced that it
will present an open house event on
Sunday, June 27, from 9:30 to 11 a.m.
The synagogue is located at 18 Sha-
lom Way, at the corner of Martine
Avenue, in Scotch Plains.

Participants will have an opportu-
nity to meet Elly Bauman, the new
education director of the religious
school, which offers classes from pre-
school through 12th grade, along with
temple clergy and lay leaders. Tours
will be conducted for prospective
members, and a free bagel breakfast
will be served.

“The open house is a perfect way
for people in the community to meet
Elly, the newest member of our CBI
family, and to learn about our syna-
gogue and our school,” said Susan
Menaker, Member Relations chair-
woman of Congregation Beth Israel.
“CBI offers something for everyone.”

To attend the open house event or
obtain more information, call the
synagogue office at (908) 889-1830.

ACKNOWLEDGING ACHIEVEMENT…Matthew Teese, a Westfield High
School senior, was awarded the 2010 Junior Woman’s Club of Westfield Schol-
arship for $1,500, based on his academic credentials, an essay and his involvement
in his school and community. It was presented at the club’s June meeting.
Pictured, Michelle Brennan, club president, and Barbara Maguire, second vice
president, present Matthew with his scholarship.
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Westfield
Tuesday, June 8, Akeem Noray, 19, of

Westfield was arrested at the Ocean
County jail on a Westfield warrant. He
was held in lieu of $2,500 bail.

Tuesday, June 8, Gary Albert Sweet,
34, of Rahway was arrested during a
traffic stop at Cambridge Road and Cen-
tral Avenue and charged with hindering
his own apprehension for allegedly pro-
viding police with false information. He
was issued a summons to appear in court
and was released.

Tuesday, June 8, Edward Nugent, III,
18, of Westfield was arrested on the 700
block of Prospect Street on a Westfield
warrant. He was processed and released
after posting $145 bail.

Wednesday, June 9, David Barker, 49,
and James Barker, 20, both of Scotch
Plains, were arrested on warrants during
a motor vehicle stop on the 900 block of
South Avenue. David posted $500 bail on
his warrant, which was from Westfield.
James also posted $500 bail on his war-
rant, from Scotch Plains. Both men were
then released.

Friday, June 11, a motor vehicle was
burglarized while it was parked on the
500 block of Cumberland Street between
12:30 and 7:30 a.m. Someone unknown
smashed the driver’s side window to
gain access to the vehicle. The items
removed included a Kenwood pullout
faceplate radio, a Tom Tom GPS device,
a Sony digital camera, a black Northface
winter jacket and seat reclining levers.
The approximate total value of the theft
is $1,250.

Sunday, June 13, Joshua Parker, 18, of
Piscataway was arrested pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop at East South Avenue
and Sussex Street on an outstanding
Piscataway traffic warrant in the amount
of $357. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased on his own recognizance as per the
Piscataway Municipal Court.

Sunday, June 13, Oscar Padilla, 40, of
Elizabeth was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop in the area of West Broad
Street and Osborn Avenue on an out-
standing Elizabeth traffic warrant in the
amount of $120. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released after posting the full cash
bail.

Sunday, June 13, landscaping equip-
ment and approximately $750 in cash
were reported stolen from a residence on
the 300 block of East South Avenue.
According to the victims, a landscape-
type trailer, Toro lawn mower, steel
chainsaw and miscellaneous garden tools
were stolen between May 28 and June 8.
The total value of the missing items and
cash was estimated at $3,438.

Monday, June 14, Leopoldo S.
Andrade, 34, of Roselle Park was ar-
rested during a motor vehicle stop at
South Avenue and Boulevard and charged
with hindering apprehension for alleg-
edly presenting police with false infor-
mation with a different name. He was
issued a summons and released on his
own recognizance.

Monday, June 14, Jermaine Joshua,
22, of Plainfield was arrested at Plainfield
police headquarters on an active Westfield
warrant in the amount of $500. He also
was wanted on a warrant out of Piscataway
in the amount of $312. Joshua was unable
to post bail and was turned over to the
Union County jail.

Monday, June 14, approximately
$52,200 worth of jewelry was reported
stolen from a residence on the 100 block
of Prospect Street. The theft occurred
between June 3 and June 8.

Monday, June 14, an incident of
fraud/identity theft was reported on the
800 block of Harding Street. According
to the victim, between June 1 and June
14, someone unknown made unautho-
rized withdrawals from her bank ac-
count and had cashed bad checks against
the account. The person cashing the
checks used a forged driver’s license
with the victim’s name on it. The total
value of the theft was approximately
$12,000.

Scotch Plains
Monday, June 7, an owner of a Route

22 business reported that someone re-
moved multiple steel I-beams, valued at
approximately $2,000, from his property
sometime overnight.

Monday, June 7, a resident of Westfield
Avenue reported that while he was away
on vacation, someone removed approxi-
mately $3,000 in cash from his home.
According to police, there were no signs
of forced entry, but the victim stated there
were several family members in the house
while he was away.

Tuesday, June 8, a resident of Clydes-
dale Road reported that someone entered
her motor vehicle sometime overnight
while it was parked in her driveway and
removed a GPS system, valued at ap-
proximately $129. According to police,
entry was gained by smashing the driver’s
side window.

Wednesday, June 9, a resident of
Montague Avenue reported that some-
one entered his motor vehicle sometime
overnight while it was parked in front of
his driveway and removed the radio, val-
ued at approximately $250. According to
police, entry was gained by smashing the
passenger side window.

Wednesday, June 9, a resident of East
Second Street reported that sometime
overnight, someone removed a small tree,
valued at $100, from a planter in front of
his residence.

Thursday, June 10, a student at a Scotch
Plains grammar school reported that
someone removed his unlocked bicycle,
valued at approximately $200, from the
bicycle rack.

Thursday, June 10, the manager of a
property on Jerusalem Road reported an
act of criminal mischief after someone
spray-painted a pump house door.

Friday, June 11, a resident of High-
lander Drive reported an act of criminal
mischief after someone scratched the side
of his motor vehicle while it was parked
in the street.

Friday, June 11, Terrance Butler, 21,
of Plainfield was arrested for suspected
possession of marijuana after a motor
vehicle stop. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and re-
leased.

Friday, June 11, Michele Paladino, 42,
of Jersey City was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22 on an

outstanding Scotch Plains warrant in the
amount of $721. She was transported to
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Friday, June 11, Ismael Torres, 32, of
Irvington was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road on an out-
standing warrant out of Hamilton in the
amount of $120. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased.

Mountainside
Wednesday, June 9, a resident of Coles

Avenue reported that his wife received a
suspicious e-mail from the FBI asking for
money. According to police, the e-mail
contained multiple grammatical errors
and was generated from a gmail e-mail
account.

Thursday, June 10, a resident of Sum-
mit Road voluntarily surrendered ammu-
nition she found in her residence while
cleaning it. According to police, the am-
munition surrendered included one .45
caliber rifle round, one .45 caliber hollow
point round and two .45 caliber ball rounds.

Thursday, June 10, a resident of
Ledgewood Road reported that jewelry
valued at approximately $7,000 was
missing from her home. According to
police, multiple rings and a gold charm
bracelet containing approximately 50
charms were removed from a top drawer
in her dresser. Nothing else was reported
missing and the incident is under inves-
tigation.

Thursday, June 10, Timothy D. Bishop,
23, of Scotch Plains was arrested for
allegedly driving with a suspended li-
cense after a motor vehicle stop. Accord-
ing to police, he also was uninsured and
driving an unregistered vehicle.

Friday, June 11, a student attempting
to enter an eighth-grade pool party was
found to be in possession of cigarettes
and his mother was contacted.

Friday, June 11, police responded to
a business on Sheffield Street on the
report of a threatening e-mail. Accord-
ing to police, an employee reported that
a previous customer had a complaint
regarding an air conditioning unit and
sent an e-mail stating that, “my lawyer
will be contacting you and my boy-
friend will be coming there to beat you
up.” The victim became alarmed and
concerned for his safety and notified
the police, authorities stated. The sus-
pect was contacted and stated that she
has filed a complaint with the Union
Police Department stating that a former
acquaintance has been accessing her
computer and that she believes this per-
son sent the e-mails posing as her, po-
lice said.

Saturday, June 12, a mother came
into police headquarters with her daugh-
ter, who had received six harassing
phone calls on her cell phone. Accord-
ing to police, a woman who identified
herself as “Sandy” called the girl and
stated that she wanted her to stop phon-
ing her husband. The girl told the caller
that she did not know what she was
talking about, and after multiple at-
tempts to clear up the misunderstand-
ing, put her mother on the phone, police
said. The mother called the cell phone
provider and had the number blocked
for the next 90 days.

Fanwood
Tuesday, June 8, Robert Carvin, Jr.,

34, of Woodbridge was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Colum-
bia Avenue for allegedly providing
police with false information and on
outstanding warrants out of New
Brunswick, Piscataway and North
Brunswick. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and turned
over to the Union County jail for failure
to post bail.

Tuesday, June 8, a resident of the 80
block of Farley Avenue reported that
someone smashed the driver’s side win-
dow of his motor vehicle while it was
parked in the street and removed a GPS
system valued at approximately $200.

Thursday, June 10, Lucilda Nicot, 46,
of Elizabeth was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue on
an outstanding warrant out of Westfield.
She was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released.

Friday, June 11, Emilio Divito, 31, of
Fanwood was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on Midway Avenue and
charged with possession of drug para-
phernalia and an outstanding warrant out
of Scotch Plains. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Saturday, June 12, Tamir Cureton, 19,
of Scotch Plains was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on North Avenue on
an outstanding warrant out of Newark.
He was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released after posting
bail.

Saturday, June 12, an act of criminal
mischief was reported at LaGrande Park
after someone used a black and pink
marker to write graffiti on a park table.
Additionally, multiple broken bottles were
found smashed on the sidewalk, accord-
ing to police. Both incidents are under
investigation.

Sunday, June 13, Tyson Howell, 28, of
Elizabeth was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on an outstanding Plainfield
warrant. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released to
the Plainfield Police Department for fail-
ure to post bail.

Sunday, June 13, a resident of Beech
Avenue reported an act of criminal mis-
chief after someone threw five eggs at
his residence between 9:15 and 9:30
a.m.

Monday, June 14, John Molena, 38, of
Elizabeth was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue on an out-
standing warrant out of Elizabeth. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released after posting bail.

Monday, June 14, police responded to
a report of criminal mischief at LaGrande
Park after someone used a pink marker to
draw a four-foot drawing in the men’s
toilet stall.

Tuesday, June 15, a resident of Helen
Street reported that she thought some-
one hit her driver’s side mirror, causing
it to fall off, but further investigation
revealed the mirror was removed. Ac-
cording to police, there was no glass on
the ground and the mirror, valued at
$100, and the screw that held it in place,
were missing.

Brendan’s Meadows
Receives 501(c)3

AREA – Brendan’s Meadows is
pleased to announce that the IRS has
approved its tax-exempt status and
that tax-deductible donations can now
be accepted.

Brendan’s Meadows was created
in memory of Brendan Mooney, who
was an avid dog lover and supporter
of dog rescue. The goal is to develop
a boarding facility that can house 100
dogs, but currently the organization
is fostering dogs and transporting
them from kill shelters to various
safe havens.

Anyone interested in supporting
the organization’s efforts in any way
should contact Brendan’s Meadows
at help@brendansmeadows.com. The
group is in desperate need of people
who can foster a dog in their home for
short periods of time until more per-
manent arrangements can be made.

All costs of fostering are paid for
by Brendan’s Meadows. Local mem-
bers of the Brendan’s Meadows Board
of Directors include Kerry Mooney
of Clark, Amy Jester of Westfield,
Paul and Claudine Moditz of South
Plainfield and Christi Carducci of
Cranford.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Asm. Bramnick Posts
Annual Photo Contest
AREA – Amateur photographers

are invited to enter pictures in the
Third Annual Summer Photo Contest
sponsored by Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick’s office.

There will be three categories for
this year’s competition: New Jersey
Shore, State Parks and Wildlife. The
contest is open to all ages and entries
will be accepted until the Sunday,
September 5 deadline. Contestants
should submit their work via e-mail
to asmbramnick@nleg.org.

“The contest goes hand in hand
with summer fun. Each year we get
more entries. People love it,” Asm.
Bramnick said, adding, “I’m truly
impressed by the talent and creativity
shown by all the contestants.”

Participants can take their cameras
to the boardwalks, beaches and amuse-
ment parks to portray life “down the
shore,” or they can go on the trails at
state parks, or visit historic sites or
even their own backyards to photo-
graph their favorite critters.

The photographs will be judged
for their quality and creativity. The
winners and prizes will be announced
in September. For more information,
call (908) 232-2073.


