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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Taupe – A dark, brownish gray
2. Tachydromian – Any of a family of

wading birds related to the plovers
3. Harborough – A lodging or inn
4. Sannup – A male American Indian

who is married

VIBEX
1. In botany, a slender and elastic shoot
2. Any of stiff hairs growing in or near

the nostrils used for touch, such as whis-
kers

3. Discolored spot or blotch of the skin
due to a subcutaneous effusion of blood

4. A light, rounded helmet with a visor
GIALLOLINO

1. A piece of jewelry decorated with
imitations of flowers in precious stones

2. Naples yellow pigment
3. An Italian licorice liquor
4. An Italian boy dressed in clown’s

clothing
TRIGO

1. Wheat
2. A three-horse carriage
3. Ringworm
4. A passageway or opening

GENICULATE
1. In biology, the cessation of natural

selection in generation
2. To form joints or bend like a joint
3. To give birth; to procreate
4. To force or drive out; expel

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Thank You Veterans Groups for
Keeping Parade Alive in SP-F

Let Us Remember Vital Role Dad Plays,
Not Just This Sunday, But Always

People Should Respect
‘Visual Environment’
The Primary Election is over, and the

ground signs are finally gone. I would ask
Bruce Baker why we had to look at four
and five signs at one corner – and five on
two blocks of South Chestnut Street alone.

Then there is the rash of signs always
planted at Mountain Avenue entering
Route 22. Judging from the election re-
sults, the signs did not help. Hopefully,
future candidates will be more respectful
of our visual environment.

Steve Barcan
Westfield

FW GOP Chairman Britt Wonders
If $48,000 Study Was Worth It

‘President Caused Gulf Catastrophe
By Not Enforcing Existing Laws’

On Memorial Day I had the honor and
the distinct pleasure to meet with and
drive five distinguished gentlemen in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood parade. Gus,
Harold and Bill are residents at the Chelsea
in Fanwood, all combat veterans of World
War II. Gus and Harold served from
North Africa, through Sicily and the in-
vasion of Italy and Bill was a radio opera-
tor on a B-24 Liberator Bomber flying
out of Italy, shot down over Austria and a
POW until liberated by Patton’s Third
Army near the end of the war. Their
service record shows all three were there
from the beginning to the end.

The other gentlemen, who I regret to
say, I did not remember their names were
combat veterans of the Korean Conflict.
None of these men were native to our
towns but chose to live here because of
the attractiveness of our communities.
The Korean Conflict guys since the 60s
and the WWII guys more recently.

These men received well-deserved sa-
lutes, cheers and waves from all along the
line of march and their oft repeated re-
marks struck me as poignant. They, of
course, appreciated the accolades but
many times they spoke of the turnout, the
young children, the flags and the display
of patriotism shown from our commu-
nity. They spoke of the many towns that
canceled their observances because of
lack of funds or disinterest and how won-
derful it was for us to continue the tradi-
tions of remembering them and their fallen
comrades with dignity and respect, sans
commercialism.

We followed immediately behind Lieu-

tenant Colonel Edward Chrystal and his
troopers from the 102nd. Calvary out of
the Westfield Armory, Iraqi veterans all.
My old guys were so very impressed
when several of the senior NCOs broke
ranks whenever they saw anyone in the
crowd with a veterans cap on, went up to
them saluted, congratulated them and
shook hands. Many of the troopers made
a point of hi-fiving the kids and paid
special attention to the toddlers. A won-
derful display of what makes our service
people great. As an older person, to me,
the scene was reminiscent of a Norman
Rockwell, Saturday Evening Post cover
of veterans returning from WWII.

I also salute our Vietnam veterans, as
the years pass, those of that era have now
shouldered the responsibility of keeping
the honor, respect and memories of past
generations fresh in our minds as well as
our duty to support those serving now and
in the future.

I have attended most every Memorial
Day Parade since the early fifties and am
so very proud of our communities, our
veterans and of those serving our country
everywhere. I am justly proud of the
organizations that keep the tradition alive
and well, the parade committee, the town
councils, the American Legion, their SAR
and their Legion Kids, the VFW and
every volunteer and, mostly, our citizens
who turnout to make it a outstanding
memorable day.

Elmer (Pete) Terry
Scotch Plains

Thank you for providing news cover-
age on the presentation of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains shared services study to the
Fanwood Borough Council on June 7.
Your article noted that it was presented at
a special meeting, at 6 p.m., where only
one resident was present for public com-
ment.

Apparently, there was not effective
notice to the public on this long awaited
study.

In a public meeting last June, at which
a number of Fanwood and Scotch Plains
residents attended, it was reported that
the study would be completed by Decem-
ber and presented to the public thereafter.
Incredibly, a year later, there is still no

scheduled presentation date.
I was dismayed to read that “the study

was intended to be a conversation starter”
for Fanwood and Scotch Plains. A con-
versation can be started with a free local
telephone call or a walk down Martine
Avenue.

For $48,000 of taxpayers’ money, I
would expect the report to offer opera-
tional assessments, possible savings and
identified liabilities of any potential shared
services.

We await the presentation, where the
taxpayers of Fanwood and Scotch Plains
can assess if this $48,000 was well spent.

Joe Britt
Fanwood

Article II, Section 1 of the United States
Constitution states, “The executive Power
shall be vested in a President of the United
States of America.” Article II, Section I
also requires a person before becoming
President to take an oath or make an
affirmation. “I do solemnly swear (or
affirm) that I will faithfully execute the
Office of President of the United States…”

British Petroleum, in one very real
sense, caused the oil spill catastrophe in
the Gulf of Mexico.

But in a deeper sense, the President
caused this catastrophe by not enforcing
existing environmental laws and regula-
tions, and by not making sure that [Min-
erals Management Service], which is the
federal agency responsible for regulating
the use of America’s coastal waters for
oil and natural gas drilling, was doing its
job.

All the spin-doctors, political strate-
gists, presidential advisors, and presiden-
tial press secretaries cannot obscure the
Constitutional fact that the President of
the United States is the chief executive
officer of the federal government.

He can no more avoid responsibility
for causing the catastrophe than Captain
Edward Smith of H.M.S. Titanic could
have for his ship being sunk by an ice-
berg. The chief executive officer of any
organization is responsible for each and
every aspect of the organization. There
can be no “I did not know” or “I did not
think that...”

President Harry S. Truman’s famous
sign of executive authority on his desk in
the Oval Office remains as true today as
when first put there by President Truman.
“The buck stops here.”

A rather more dignified a statement of
executive authority than President
Obama’s statement in an interview with
Matt Lauer on June 8 on NBC’s “Today
Show” – “We talk to these folks (experts)
because they potentially have the best
answers, so I know whose ass to kick.”

Certainly not what George Washing-
ton in Rule 59 of his “Rules of Civility

and Decent Behavior in Company and
Conversation” had in mind. “Never ex-
press anything unbecoming...”

The Gulf oil catastrophe is not some
minor bureaucratic snafu like a wrong
Social Security check or a misfiled pass-
port application.

This catastrophe, which was waiting to
happen because federal law and regula-
tions were not enforced by the President,
killed 11 innocent workers on the doomed
oil rig and injured many others, killed or
injured or will kill or injure vast amounts
of the flora and fauna in one of the world’s
richest ecosystems and severely dam-
aged the Gulf Coast’s multi-billion-dol-
lar tourist, fishing, and recreation indus-
tries, with the attendant loss of thousands
of jobs.

And seriously undermined public con-
fidence in the ability of the federal gov-
ernment to deal with national crises,
whether it be a Hurricane Katrina or
misdoings on Wall Street or even con-
ducting wartime operations.

In a parliamentary system of govern-
ment such as that in the United Kingdom
or in Canada, the government would fall
over a catastrophe as great as this one.

It is, therefore, vitally important in our
presidential system of government that
Congress fully exercise its constitutional
and statutory power of oversight to make
sure that the President is faithfully ex-
ecuting the laws and regulations autho-
rized by Congress.

Sadly, this is wishful thinking given
the increasingly close relationship be-
tween Congress and the interests that are
supposed to abide by the law and by
regulation.

We must hope, and this is not some
partisan plea, that somehow the great
American ship of state, buffeted by storm
after storm for 234 years, will yet in the
many years to come avoid the shoals and
not flounder because the captain was not
in charge.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

‘Last Thing I Want Elected Officials
Doing is Enacting a Noise Ordinance’
This is in response to Mr. Mancini’s

question in the Thursday, June 10, edi-
tion of The Leader/Times. In a word, Mr.
Mancini, “yes,” you are a grouchy old
man.

I found it interesting that your pro-
posed tweaking of the noise ordinance
would not affect builders and only the
lawn-cutting businesses. I surely hope
that your proposal doesn’t have some
deeper or between the lines meaning –
especially because many independent
lawn cutting businesses are owned and
managed by persons who may not have
been born in the United States – in com-
parison to many local builders who are
United States-born and who “speak the
language.” Noise is noise, Mr. Mancini –
whether it comes from a hammer on
plywood or a lawnmower on grass.

I will give you the benefit of the doubt
and present something to you from a
different angle. Many homeowners to-
day come from a two-income family. To
maintain the cost of living in these fine
communities (Westfield or Fanwood or
Scotch Plains), it means that we are gain-
fully employed and working a lot of hours
out of necessity. Gone is the 40-hour
workweek. In our global economy today,
we are not restricted to 9-5 Eastern Time
Zone. My current job at a major telecom
company means that I am in the office
most days 7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. My custom-
ers are located all over the world – you
might as well say I am on call 24/7.

I don’t have a fancy job by any means.
I am only a middle manager. In order to
keep my job and benefits, and to ensure
that my job is not eliminated and or
replaced or outsourced, I have to work
very hard.

I also have to figure out how I am going
to juggle my time for laundry, food shop-
ping, cooking, dry cleaning and recy-
cling. My husband works many hours
too. Yes, we have a lawn service. With
the few precious hours we have to our-
selves, we would rather not mow our
lawn. I would guess that families with
both spouses working 60-plus hours per
week have a lawn service.

I am a bit confused by Mr. Mancini’s
comments since lawn services tend to cut
lawns during the day and not during the
dinner hour -- unless of course they are
making up for rainy days. The building
trade has do the work when the weather is
nice. They can’t pour cement in the rain,
and it’s hard to sheetrock in the rain, too.

Come hell or high water, I want my

lawn mowed once per week. My yard
looks terrible otherwise.

Perhaps the economic downturn has
caused families to stop using a lawn ser-
vice. Perhaps families mowing their own
lawns is creating the extra noise. I doubt
if leaf blowers are noisier today than
yesteryear. Could it be that there are more
leaf blowers being used by homeowners
instead of landscapers? Could it be that
lawns are being cared for when
homeowners get a free hour after all of
their other duties? I would guess that
families do not choose to mow their lawns
at dinnertime -- though maybe it’s the
only time they have left.

An ordinance to stop what Mr. Mancini
deems as noisy is inconsiderate and just
plain unfair. Given the high taxes we
already pay and the dire finances of gov-
ernment, surely our officials have better
things to do with their time. Our officials
should spend their time on resolving is-
sues important in our communities.

Your proposed noise ordinance reeks
of prejudice and seems to be very one-
sided for the good old boys in the
homebuilders club. As far as member-
ship in that club, you can count me out.

Anna Meade
Fanwood

*****
Editor’s note: Edited for brevity.

This Sunday, June 20, is Father’s Day, the day
during which we pay special tribute to our fathers,
grandfathers and other special men in our lives. Each
year on this day, we are reminded of the powerful
bond that exists between a father and his children,
and how that bond guides and strengthens us through-
out our lives.

For most of us, Dad is our first hero, and one of our
greatest role models. We feel his influence long after
childhood play has been replaced by adult responsi-
bilities. A father is the one who teaches his son what
it means to be a man, and he is the first man in his
daughter’s life. In these two capacities, fathers have
tremendous impact not just within their own fami-
lies, but upon society overall.

A dad typically wears many hats, among them
“teacher,” “coach,” “buddy” and “confidante.” Strong
and protective, he seems to know the answer to just
about every quandary. No matter what our age, we
continue to turn to our fathers for the advice and
wisdom that comes from life experience, enhanced
by the fact that our parents often seem to know us
better than we know ourselves.

How did Father’s Day originate? While often
associated with greeting-card campaigns, the holi-
day actually began long before the custom of send-
ing such cards came into fashion. Inspired by her
own family circumstances, Mrs. John B. Dodd first

proposed the concept of a day to honor fathers in
1909. Mrs. Dodd’s father, William Smart, was a
Civil War veteran who was left to raise six children
alone on a rural farm in Washington state after his
wife died in childbirth.

One hundred years ago this weekend, the first
Father’s Day observance took place, on June 19,
1910, in Spokane, Wash. The tradition likewise
started taking root in other American communities,
and in 1924 President Calvin Coolidge advocated a
national Father’s Day celebration. The proposal ul-
timately came to fruition in 1966, when President
Lyndon Johnson signed a proclamation establishing
the third Sunday of June each year as Father’s Day.

While Father’s Day focuses primarily on fathers
and grandfathers, the occasion also invites us to
honor those other “father figures,” be they a stepfa-
ther or uncle, a family friend or neighbor, a coach or
teacher. These individuals all can play pivotal roles
in a child’s formative years and help to navigate their
transition to adulthood.

Let us remember all the dads in our lives in a
special way, and not just this Sunday, but all through
the year. Let us strive to maintain that bond forged in
our earliest years. Let us show our dads our apprecia-
tion for helping to create the foundation on which we
build the rest of our lives. We wish all dads and “other
dads” in our communities a very happy Father’s Day.

Why Would People
Litter the Turf Field?
On a recent beautiful June morning, I

went down to our local track (Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School) to exer-
cise. Everything was great except for
what I saw on our pristine turf field. It was
littered with water and sport drink bottles,
plus other garbage that had clearly come
from a team that had recently practiced
there.

As someone who had worked hard on
the turf committee to provide this state-
of-the-art facility to the town, I was in-
censed that people could do this. It boggled
my mind why people (I am assuming
kids) could be so lazy and uncaring to just
drop their bottles on the turf field.

There were numerous garbage cans
within walking distance. In disgust, I
picked up three or four armfuls (about 20-
25) and threw them out. I am not asking
for any kudos for this act. I just have to
ask the people responsible why they would
do such a thing?

David Lazarus
Fanwood

High School Graduation: Long
Road Ends as New World Emerges
New week, our high school se-

niors graduate – leaving the realm of
their childhood and emerging to a
whole new and exciting world. Indi-
vidually, they applied considerable
effort, study and talent to achieve
this goal, and we congratulate them.

Parents and teachers were their
partners in these achievements – the
community participated too. Soon
the students will realize they are no
longer high school students – a change that happens
almost overnight.

Most will enter college in a few months. As they
arrange their dormitory quarters, many parents will
gaze in the rooms at their childhood homes – joyful
for the success of their sons and daughters, though
contemplating the silence for a moment.

We congratulate the 2010 graduating classes of

Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood high schools. Enjoy and
remember the moment. Please be
safe in your celebrations.

Growing up is a continuous pro-
cess for people of all ages. Dear
graduates, always stay young as
you continue to mature and reach
out to life. Many circumstances
will surely present themselves.
Grab them as you may. Make your

own paths too – and remem-
ber your roots and your
friends at your hometown.

For us, it’s a wonderful
thing to watch.

Go Raiders!
Go Blue Devils!

We Thank Community
For  Its Support

We just wanted to send a note to
express our thanks to Holy Trinity
Church, the Rosary Alter Societies of
St. Helen’s and Holy Trinity
Churches, The Ferraro Family, Allen
LaRezza and the staff of Ferraro’s
South and all of our family, friends
and neighbors for all of their kind-
ness and support during the loss of
our mom. It is during difficult times
that one realizes the importance of a
community and we are truly blessed
to be living in such a wonderful one.
May God bless all of you for all that
you have done for our family.

John and Donna Dooley and Family
Westfield

HEY DAD,
HAPPY FATHER’S DAY

Union County Freeholders
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.

(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org


