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Bd. OKs Subdivision, Hears
Complaints on Development

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The planning
board on Monday unanimously ap-
proved a subdivision application for a
property on Raritan Road and also heard
complaints from two Martine Avenue
residents about the condition of a nearby
subdivision that the board approved
four years ago.

Fox & Foxx Development will sub-
divide a 3.1-acre lot at the corner of
Raritan Road and Alton Way and create
three new lots. Engineer Kevin Page
told the board that the existing home
facing Raritan Road will be razed and
that new homes will be built on each of
the three new lots. The smallest of the
lots, at 30,689 square feet, will face
Raritan Road, while the two other lots,
at 48,800 and 55,800 square feet, will
face Alton Way. Mr. Page said the de-
veloper had recently received the ap-
propriate wetlands permits.

Jeffrey Kraeft, project manager for
Fox & Foxx, said the two Alton Way
homes will be about 4,500 to 5,500
square feet in size, while the size of the
Raritan Road home will likely be 2,200
to 2,400 square feet, significantly
smaller due to the narrower lot. The
developers also promised to take care
not to disturb the root systems of sev-
eral larger trees on an adjacent prop-
erty.

At the start of the meeting, Alexander
Smith and Dr. Menachem Langer, who
are neighbors on Terrill Road, spoke to
the board about the pace of construc-
tion of a subdivision adjacent to their
homes. The board in 2006 approved the
application by Messercola Brothers
Building Co. to subdivide a four-acre
parcel of land at 1461 Martine Avenue
into three lots, retain an existing home
fronting on Martine Avenue and build
two large homes, accessible via a newly-
built cul-de-sac, at the rear of the L-
shaped property.

Mr. Smith distributed photographs
of what he described as a “junkyard” at
the site, saying there was construction
debris, mounds of overgrown excavated
dirt and an unsightly chain-link fence,
all clearly visible from his yard. Dr.
Langer said property values in the
neighborhood had fallen due to the
unkempt property.

“This plan was flawed from the get-
go,” he told board members, who were
sympathetic to the neighbors’ concerns
but unable to take much formal action
because of a state law granting devel-
opers generous time in which to start a
project.

Board member Joseph Doyle said
the board could not revisit a project
once it has been approved. He sug-
gested the neighbors retain legal coun-

sel to look into whether Messercola
Brothers had violated the board’s ap-
proval by increasing, not decreasing,
the amount of stormwater runoff cre-
ated by the development. Both Mr.
Smith and Dr. Langer complained about
flooding, with Mr. Smith saying he had
experienced several inches of basement
water earlier this spring for the first
time since he had lived in his home.

“Trenton has tied our hands,” said
Board Chairwoman Paulette Coronato,
referring to the state regulations. “Le-
gally, our hands are tied.” She did prom-
ise that the township public works de-
partment would be asked to cut the over-
grown grass at the site. And she hoped
for an increased effort on the township’s
part to contact the attorney for the devel-
oper and seek a resolution to the matter.
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the past several years.
Mr. Strauss admitted he had some

discussions with the local Republican
party about running on their ticket, “but
I felt that I had carved out a certain
independent niche” during the past three
years. “I didn’t want to change parties
for this election and compromise the
independence I’ve carved out.”

He admitted his campaign faces a
tougher road without party backing,
but said he plans to mount a “vigor-
ous campaign.” He also thinks, “this
year, especially, people are receptive
to the idea” of voting for an indepen-
dent candidate.

Mr. Bratti was appointed at the be-
ginning of 2009 to fill the council seat
vacated by Nancy Malool when she
was elected mayor in 2008. He won a
special election last November to fill
out the remaining year of the term,
which expires on December 31, and is
serving as deputy mayor this year.

Alluding to last year’s election,
which he won with 54 percent of the
vote, Mr. Bratti told The Times he had
promised to run for a full term in
2010. “I feel the party let the people

down by not putting me on the ticket”
this year. He said he will run “on my
record” and hopes to “continue doing
the same things I’ve been doing for
the past year-and-a-half.”

In a statement last week announc-
ing his intentions, Mr. Bratti said
that, “Our township, our school dis-
trict and our library have lost a lot of
the state aid we have come to rely
upon.” He said that, “Rather than
continuing to raise taxes, we need to
rethink how we spend our tax money.”
Mr. Bratti pointed to the efforts of a
majority of the council last year “to
avoid significant layoffs while re-
taining essential services and keep-
ing the police department at full
strength.” He said the choices made
last year “put us in a better position to
keep the tax increase (in 2010) low
despite a significant loss of state aid.”

Mr. Strauss and Mr. Bratti, who
are running separate campaigns, face
a Democratic ticket that includes
Councilman Glover as well as Neal
LeStrange and Michael Marcus and
a Republican ticket of William “Bo”
Vastine, Sal Trifiro and Tony Patti.

$1,000 for each subsequent offense,
according to the ordinance.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a $500,000 settlement to
former county environmental engi-
neer Catherine Alexander for dis-
missal of her claims. The woman had
alleged a county “sham” in its hiring
practices for seasonal workers, as she
was listed, to “avoid civil service
tenure rights,” according to a copy of
the lawsuit. She alleged that for six
years, she was hired, dismissed and
rehired every six months to avoid the
county paying benefits, including en-
rollment in the state pension system.

County Counsel Robert Barry said
the case has gone on for two-and-a-

ing initiatives in their respective coun-
ties, said every county faces its own
set of crime-related issues.

“Each county has its own specific
issues. The county prosecutor needs
to have the ability to respond to an
issue,” Chief Mason said, noting Mr.
Romankow did that when he formed
a county homicide task force. He said
the prosecutor also has initiated simi-
lar task forces to address gang en-
forcement and high tech crimes.
“These issues and many others may
not be a priority in the attorney
general’s office. They may be at the
bottom of the list,” Chief Mason said.

Another area of concern the chief
addressed is the likelihood of the
attorney general redirecting or reas-
signing manpower out of Union
County to another part of the state.

Union County Manager George
Devanney said the proposal would
save the county millions of dollars.

“In these times, when all govern-
mental entities are seeking to share
services and achieve program con-
solidations, all cost-saving options
must be on the table. The plan, as
proposed, would ultimately save Union
County taxpayers more than $20 mil-
lion a year,” Mr. Devanney said in a
statement released to The Times.

State Senate Majority Leader
Stephen Sweeney (LD-3, West
Deptford) also supports the proposal.
“Yes, the Senate President supports
legislation to move the costs of county
prosecutor offices to the state,” said
Derek Roseman, a spokesman for the
Senate Democrats.

Legislation (A-2350) to move the
prosecutor offices to the state budget
has been introduced by Democrats,
Senator Richard Codey and Assem-
blyman John McKeon (both LD-27,
West Orange) and remains before the
Senate and Assembly Judiciary Com-
mittees.

“Prosecutors are constitutional of-
ficers who function independently of
control by the county governing body.
Thus, the counties do not have over-
sight over the operations of the pros-
ecutor offices. The counties have had
to balance the financial needs of the
prosecutor offices with the need to
provide essential county service,”
according to the bill. “If the state
were to assume the costs of the pros-
ecutor offices, resources would be
provided on a more equitable basis
and the unification of prosecutorial
functions would result in increased
efficiency in fighting the problem of
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Prosecutor Offices
crime statewide.

The bill would phase in the transfer
to the prosecutor budgets over nine
years. The legislation was first intro-
duced in the 2002-2003 Legislative
Session.

Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean,
Jr. (LD-21, Westfield), the Republi-
can leader in the Senate, said he does
not feel that shifting the offices to the
state is the right move.

“I am very concerned that if the
state takes on the county prosecutor
offices that the state will simply bear
greater costs without any returns in
terms of greater efficiencies on the
county level. I am not confident that
out-resourcing county costs to the
state is an improvement,” Mr. Kean
said in a statement.

Asw. Linda Stender (LD-22,
Fanwood), a former Union County
Freeholder chairwoman, said law-
makers have a “responsibility” to look
at anything that could reduce prop-
erty taxes “as [long] as we can main-
tain the level of services we have” by
not slashing prosecutors’ budgets.

“It (shifting county prosecutors to
the state budget) needs to be done in a
way that reflects where the needs are,”
Asw. Stender said. “If this is just about
cutting them (county prosecutors’ bud-
gets) in half, I don’t support it.”

The assemblywoman said she also
wants prosecutors to continue to have
the authority in directing how re-
sources in their budgets are spent
while continuing to address the needs
of their municipal police departments.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAN ABOUT TOWN...Bill Palatucci, center, of Westfield was honored by fellow
Republicans Monday night for his civic contributions to the town and for his state
political prowess, particularly for his work helping his friend, Governor Chris
Christie, get elected. Senator Joe Kyrillos, right, traveled from Monmouth
County to share in the presentation with Asm. Jon Bramnick, left, of Westfield at
Echo Lake Country Club.
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Freeholders

Marion warned that service and per-
sonnel cuts are not out of the ques-
tion, especially if state assistance is
cut further and mandated insurance
and pension expenses continue to rise.
He also said a possible state-imposed
2.5-percent cap on municipal expen-
ditures would have a deleterious ef-
fect on local finances.

During the public hearing, only
one resident, Albert Muller of
Ramapo Way, spoke, inquiring about
health insurance expenditures for
township employees.
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Tom Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IN THE MONITORS...A commercial being shot by Chase Bank at Geraldine
Keogh’s home on Cooper Road in Scotch Plains Monday is viewed live on the
monitors shown above.

half years and that a settlement was
reached as the case was going to trial.

“Unfortunately, in this case, we
were not able to get any specific
demands from the plaintiff other than
a statement generally to the effect
that it was a seven-figure demand but
nothing specific,” Mr. Barry said. “We
always deem that to be extremely
excessive under the circumstances.”

He said Ms. Alexander had claimed
$800,000 in lost wages and “poten-
tial future wages,” counsel fees of
$450,000, as well as additional com-
pensatory and punitive damages for
“pain and suffering.” Mr. Barry said
he believes $350,000 of the settle-
ment will go to pay for Ms.
Alexander’s counsel fees.

Tina Renna, president of the Union
County Watchdog Association, asked
if the county has changed its seasonal
hiring practices following the filing
of the Alexander lawsuit in January
2008.

Mr. Barry responded that the settle-
ment includes a “complete resolu-
tion of her claims,” as it includes Ms.
Alexander’s “lost or entitlement on
pension benefits and other fringe ben-
efits,” as well as total counsel fees.
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Hearing for WF
Teacher Set for July

By RENNIE WOLTERS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Board
of Education (BOE) appeared to be under
a gag order Tuesday as members declined
comment in response to questions posed
by outraged and confused parents regard-
ing the termination of Tamaques School
third-grade teacher Matthew Kravetsky.

In a letter to Mr. Kravetsky on June 3
and obtained by The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan said Mr.
Kravetsky had “failed to provide consis-
tently effective instruction for [his] stu-
dents” based on a May 5 observation and
evaluation report by Supervisor of Math-
ematics Regina Kiczek and on evalua-
tions over the last three school years.

Resident Jennifer Silva said Mr.
Kravetsky receives universal support from
the Tamaques community of staff, stu-
dents and parents, and that there is noth-
ing in his record that would lead to his
non-renewal.

“We believe too strongly that losing
him as a teacher would be too great of a
loss to the kids,” she said. “We can use all
the support we can get.”

Under the Sunshine Law, the public
discussion of personnel matters of a public
body such as a school district is prohibited,
resulting in silence from members of the
BOE. Mr. Kravetsky was presented with a
notice that the BOE would privately dis-
cuss his employment, to which he re-
quested a public hearing. The hearing has
been set for the first week of July.

Philip Stern, the board’s attorney, said
non-tenured teachers can legally be ter-
minated for any reason or no reason at all,
as long as the decision does not conflict
with the teacher’s constitutional rights.

“I’m very confident that the decision
will be overturned,” Mr. Kravetsky said,
“because I feel the facts will tell the whole
story.”
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Courtesy of Dennis Hercel
SPILL CONTROL...A fuel truck overturned Wednesday morning on Bonnie
Burn Road. Area firefighters foamed the area to reduce the risk of danger of fire
or explosion from the volatile fumes while cleanup efforts were underway. Police
closed traffic to the area from several directions until the accident could be
mitigated.


