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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GOOD EATS...Jorge Guzman takes a break from preparing his shish kebobs at
the Fanwood Street Fair on Sunday.

COMMUNITY SPIRIT...Members of the Fanwood Police Department and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School football team joined together to carry the
Special Olympic Torch from Fanwood to Plainfield. The officers are Sergeant
Frank Marrero, Detective Eugene Chin and Patrolman Elliot Bernard. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood players are John Howarth, Kyle Berwick, Conor Thompson,
Mike Tufaro and Sean Coloney.

600 North Avenue West, Westfield - West |  908-233-0065 www.coldwellbankermoves.com/westfieldwest

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Coldwell Banker®

May 1st -July 31st

Open to all home buyers
No income limitations
No property eligibility requirements

Get up to an $8,000 credit back at closing.

* Any pricing decision is in the seller’s sole discretion and is subject to negotiation between the buyer and seller. Buyers are encouraged to contact their lender to ensure that 
participation will not adversely affect their financing as well as an attorney or tax professional regarding any legal or tax implications. Certain sellers may elect to extend the 
Buyer Bonus beyond the promotional period.

Visit ColdwellBankerMoves.com
for complete details on this limited-time offer.

Purchase a participating house between May 1st and July 31st, and the home seller
will provide a credit back at close of 3% of the accepted offer price, up to $8,000*.

Bratti, Strauss Launch
Independent Campaigns

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Two incum-
bent members of the township coun-
cil will seek new terms in November
as independent candidates rather than
run under their respective parties’
banners.

Democrat Jeff Strauss filed papers
last week to run for a second four-
year term as an independent, while
Republican Dominick Bratti will seek
a full four-year term without his
party’s backing.

Mr. Strauss, who was one of two
Democrats elected in 2006, said that
since early in his tenure, “the local
Democratic leadership and I saw
things very differently.” Mr. Strauss
has voted with the Republican major-
ity, and in opposition to his Demo-
cratic colleague, Kevin Glover, and
then-party chairman, Richard
Samuel, on major issues including
the annual municipal budget, the es-
tablishment of a special improvement

district, the creation of a sewer utility
and financing for the southside soc-
cer field complex. One of the few
times he and Mr. Glover paired on a
vote was on their first day as council
members, when they voted against
the reappointment of the assistant
township attorney.

“I didn’t see that there was sup-
posed to be a certain agenda,” Mr.
Strauss told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. “I saw the people on
the council to be smart and balanced
regardless of party.” He said his course
of action “didn’t go over very well”
with the local Democratic organiza-
tion, and “we essentially parted com-
pany” when Mr. Strauss chose not to
seek the party’s endorsement for a
second term.

“The expectation of distinct parti-
sanship is not the right way to go by
any means,” Mr. Strauss said. “I did
not want to be part of the local orga-
nization because of the history” of
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Freeholders Increase Fees
At Stable; Settle Lawsuit

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – In an effort to gen-
erate more revenue and close some of
the $700,000 operating deficit at the
Union County-operated Watchung
Stable in Mountainside, the free-
holder board last Thursday approved
increases in various horse-riding pro-
grams offered at the facility.

According to an ordinance passed
by the board at the meeting, the se-
nior troop program, which includes
10 one-hour rides per season, will
jump from $250 to $275 for Union
County residents and from $310 to
$372 for out-of-county residents. By
comparison, Lord Stirling in
Somerset County charges $310 for
its senior troop program for its resi-
dents and $470 for out-of-county resi-
dents, with Seaton Hackney in Mor-
ris County charging $375 in-county
and $400 for out-of-county residents.

The junior troop program, which
includes 10, 45-minute rides per sea-
son, has been increased to $231 from
$210 for Union County residents and
$324 from $270 for out-of-county
residents. Lord Stirling charges $260
and $420, respectively, with Seaton
Hackney’s fees set at $375 and $400,
respectively.

County adults will now pay $250
for eight, one-hour rides, a $40 in-
crease, with non-Union County resi-
dents paying $324, a $74 increase.

At a meeting in February for par-
ents and troop participants, Free-
holder Chairman Dan Sullivan said
the stable generated $500,000 in in-
come in 2009, compared to $1.2 mil-
lion in costs, $700,000 of which was
for staff salaries and benefits.

“The individuals there (at the Feb-
ruary meeting) felt these (rates)
should be raised. We are much, much
lower than other counties, and with
these increases, we still will be lower

than other counties,” said Al Faella,
director of the county’s Department
of Parks, Recreation and Community
Renewal.

Berkeley Heights resident
Maryellen Taylor said she found it
“curious” the county would raise
stable fees “at a time when it is diffi-
cult for many families and (while)
our taxes are second (highest) in the
country.”

“I didn’t know it was a competition
(on horse-riding rates) with other
counties that have lower taxes and
have really incredible park systems,”
she told the board.

Mr. Faella said the additional rev-
enue from the stable would offset
costs for improvements such as erect-
ing new paddocks, new drainage, foot-
ing, water trowels, border stool mats,
bridle trail improvements, fire extin-
guishers, cement flooring, sprinkler
heads, etc.

Freeholder Sullivan said persons
at the February meeting “really felt
the increase that we were talking
about was appropriate,” given “the
dollars the county was putting in” to
improve the facility.

The ordinance also extended the
county’s non-smoking policy, in ef-
fect in county buildings since 1993,
to recreational facilities such as
county pools, the horse stable, boat-
ing and ice-skating facilities, play-
grounds, running tracks, snack bars,
ball fields and tennis courts. Smok-
ing also can be banned at county-
sponsored events “at the discretion of
the county manager and with advise
and consent of the Board of Chosen
Freeholders,” according to the ordi-
nance. Smoking is prohibited within
25 feet of county-owned or leased
buildings.

Penalties are $250 for a first of-
fense, $500 for a second offense and
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Romankow Opposed to Moving
County Prosecutors to AG Budget

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – Some county ex-
ecutives in New Jersey are pushing a
plan to move the 21 county prosecu-
tor offices from county budgets to
that of the state Attorney General’s
budget, a proposal they said would
save counties $400 million annually.
But not all county prosecutors are on
board with the plan, including Union

County Prosecutor Ted Romankow.
He told The Scotch Plains-

Fanwood Times that his department’s
budget of $20 million accounts for
only 4 percent of the county’s $470-
million budget. The prosecutor said
he believes by putting the offices
under the direction of the state attor-
ney general, funds would be redi-
rected out of Union County to other
areas of the state.

“Where is the state going to get the
money? What are they going to do –
print it?” Mr. Romankow questioned.
“It’s (switching prosecutor offices to
state budget) not realistic.”

Mr. Romankow said he fears his
initiatives, such as those addressing
gang activity and drug-related crimes,
would be eliminated under state con-
trol.

The prosecutor proposed that the
state transfer funds currently going
to Trenton’s coffers from fees col-
lected from indictable criminal cases
to the counties, which could then
redirect the funds to the prosecutor
offices.

Pointing to a Times story reporting
an $11-million increase in county
health premiums, the county pros-
ecutor commented, “That’s over half
of my budget.”

“If they want to do something (to
save money)…get rid of county po-

lice,” Mr. Romankow said. While
saying that the Union County Police
“do a good job,” he stated that they
patrol roadways that “are the same
roads that municipal police ride ev-
ery day.” He said there would have to
be more of an adjustment to get mu-
nicipal police to assume patrols of
county parklands.

The prosecutor said his office could
assume the investigations that county
police currently handle.

Cranford Police Chief Eric Mason,
the incoming head of the New Jersey
Police Chiefs Association, said there
would not be any money saved in
taxes by shifting the prosecutor of-
fices to the state budget and, he fears,
the attorney general’s office would
likely have a different set of priorities
than the local prosecutor offices.

“As far as an economic standpoint,
it’s not going to save the taxpayers
any money,” Chief Mason said, not-
ing that the money would just be
shifted from county budgets to the
state budget. “It’s just a pass through.
The price tag is going to be the same.
Four hundred million dollars is $400
million. It’s either in your property
taxes or your [income taxes].”

Chief Mason, noting the impor-
tance of letting county prosecutors
have control in directing crime-fight-

SP Council Holds Budget Hearing,
Will Vote July 6 on $22.9-Mil. Plan

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council held a public hearing on
the 2010 municipal budget this week
but will not vote on the $22.9-million
spending plan until its July 6 meet-
ing.

At Tuesday’s regular meeting,
Mayor Nancy Malool explained the
unusual delay, saying the state Divi-
sion of Local Government Services,
which oversees municipal govern-
ments, had not yet reviewed the town-
ship budget. In 2008 and 2009, the
township performed a self-audit, but
this year the state is required to take
on this task. She said the budget had

been sent to Trenton on May 18, the
date of its introduction, but that town-
ship officials were informed on Mon-
day of the delay, which prevents a
formal adoption by the governing
body.

Prior to the public hearing, Town-
ship Manager Chris Marion presented
an overview of the budget, which will
be financed via a $740,185 increase
in the municipal portion of property
taxes, for a total tax levy of $15.1
million. He said his goals in crafting
this year’s spending plan were to
avoid layoffs, identify potential areas
for savings in 2011 and freeze or
reduce expenditures and salaries and
wages and other costs.

The average assessed home of
$122,400 will see a $91.80 increase
in the municipal portion of the owner’s
tax bill, to $1,858, Mr. Marion said.
He said the board of education ac-
counts for 65 percent of total tax
bills, with the county and municipal
governments each accounting for 17
percent. The remaining 1 percent is
for the county and local open space
trust funds. Total tax bills in Scotch
Plains will average $11,000.

To finance the $22,947,388 bud-
get, $15.09 million will be raised via
property taxes, $2.5 million will come
from miscellaneous revenues, nearly
$800,000 from delinquent taxes and
grants and $2.227 million from state
aid, which was cut $622,455, or 22
percent, this year. On the expenditure
side, he said, the local government
saw large increases in group health
insurance (5 percent) as well as man-
dated contributions to the police and
fire pension funds (11.1 percent) and
public employees pension fund (14.8
percent).

This year’s $1.035 million capital
budget, which was suspended last
year due to fiscal constraints, will
finance a series of roadway and drain-
age improvements along with a traf-
fic safety study at the intersection of
Raritan and Rahway Roads and a
new telephone system at the munici-
pal building. Roads slated to be
worked on include Dogwood Court,
Evergreen Boulevard, Francis Lane,
Gallagher Avenue, Henry Street, Hill-
top Road, Michael Lane, Overlook
Way, Stony Brook Circle,
Tanglewood Lane, Ravine Court and
a portion of Jerusalem Road. Most of
these streets had been set for repair
last year. In addition, the Hetfield
Avenue bridge will be worked on in a
joint project with Fanwood and NJ
Transit.

Looking ahead to next year, Mr.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAPPY FACES...Young girls and families enjoy being with the clown at the
Fanwood Street Fair last Sunday.

Tom Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHASE SCENE…A film crew shoots a commercial for Chase Bank that advertises Chase Blueprint, a free service for Chase
customers to help organize their finances. The bank decided to feature Geraldine Keogh of Cooper Road in Scotch Plains
and her son, Scott, as well as two other families.
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