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signing manpower out of Union
County to another part of the state.

Union County Manager George
Devanney said the proposal would
save the county millions of dollars.

“In these times, when all govern-
mental entities are seeking to share
services and achieve program con-
solidations, all cost-saving options
must be on the table. The plan, as
proposed, would ultimately save
Union County taxpayers more than
$20 million a year,” Mr. Devanney
said in a statement released to The
Leader.

State Senate Majority Leader
Stephen Sweeney (LD-3, West
Deptford) also supports the proposal.
“Yes, the Senate President supports
legislation to move the costs of county
prosecutor offices to the state,” said
Derek Roseman, a spokesman for the
Senate Democrats.

Legislation (A-2350) to move the
prosecutor offices to the state budget
has been introduced by Democrats,
Senator Richard Codey and Assem-
blyman John McKeon (both LD-27,
West Orange), and remains before
the Senate and Assembly Judiciary
Committees.

“Prosecutors are constitutional of-
ficers who function independently of
control by the county governing body.
Thus, the counties do not have over-
sight over the operations of the pros-
ecutor offices. The counties have had
to balance the financial needs of the
prosecutor offices with the need to
provide essential county service,”
according to the bill. “If the state
were to assume the costs of the pros-
ecutor offices, resources would be
provided on a more equitable basis
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Prosecutor Office Discussion
and the unification of prosecutorial
functions would result in increased
efficiency in fighting the problem of
crime statewide.”

The legislation would phase  in the
transfer of the prosecutor budgets
over nine years. The legislation was
first introduced in the 2002-2003 Leg-
islative Session.

Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean,
Jr. (LD-21, Westfield), the Republi-
can leader in the Senate, said he does
not feel that shifting the offices to the
state is the right move.

“I am very concerned that if the
state takes on the county prosecutor
offices that the state will simply bear
greater costs without any returns in
terms of greater efficiencies on the
county level. I am not confident that
out-resourcing county costs to the
state is an improvement,” Mr. Kean
said in a statement.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(LD-22, Fanwood), a former Union
County Freeholder chairwoman, said
lawmakers have a “responsibility” to
look at anything that could reduce
property taxes “as [long] as we can
maintain the level of services we
have” by not slashing prosecutors’
budgets.

“It (shifting county prosecutors to
the state budget) needs to be done in a
way that reflects where the needs are,”
Asw. Stender said. “If this is just about
cutting them (county prosecutors’ bud-
gets) in half, I don’t support it.”

The assemblywoman said she also
wants prosecutors to continue to have
the authority in directing how re-
sources in their budgets are spent
while continuing to address the needs
of their municipal police departments.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
HAVING A GOOD TIME...Former Summit Councilwoman Kelly Hatfield,
Westfield Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan, center, and Westfield Councilman
Mark Ciarrocca enjoy their evening Monday night at Echo Lake Country Club
during a Republican fundraiser.

Bratti, Strauss of SP Launch
Independent Campaigns

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Two incum-
bent members of the township coun-
cil will seek new terms in November
as independent candidates rather than
run under their respective parties’
banners.

Democrat Jeff Strauss filed papers
last week to run for a second four-
year term as an independent while
Republican Dominick Bratti will seek
a full four-year term without his
party’s backing.

Mr. Strauss, who was one of two
Democrats elected in 2006, said that
since early in his tenure, “the local
Democratic leadership and I saw
things very differently.” Mr. Strauss
has voted with the Republican major-
ity, and in opposition to his Demo-
cratic colleague Kevin Glover and
then-party chairman Richard Samuel,
on major issues including the annual
municipal budget, the establishment
of a special improvement district, the
creation of a sewer utility and financ-
ing for the southside soccer field com-
plex. One of the few times he and Mr.
Glover paired on a vote was on their
first day as council members when
they voted against the reappointment
of the assistant township attorney.

“I didn’t see that there was sup-
posed to be a certain agenda,” Mr.
Strauss told The Westfield Leader. “I
saw the people on the council to be
smart and balanced regardless of
party.” He said his course of action
“didn’t go over very well” with the
local Democratic organization and
“we essentially parted company”
when Mr. Strauss chose not to seek
the party’s endorsement for a second
term.

“The expectation of distinct parti-
sanship is not the right way to go by
any means,” Mr. Strauss said. “I did
not want to be part of the local orga-
nization because of the history” of
the past several years.

Mr. Strauss admitted he had some
discussions with the local Republi-
can party about running on their ticket,
“but I felt that I had carved out a

certain independent niche” during the
past three years. “I didn’t want to
change parties for this election and
compromise the independence I’ve
carved out.”

He admitted his campaign faces a
tougher road without party backing,
but said he plans to mount a “vigor-
ous campaign.” He also thinks, “this
year, especially, people are receptive
to the idea” of voting for an indepen-
dent candidate.

Mr. Bratti was appointed at the
beginning of 2009 to fill the council
seat vacated by Nancy Malool when
she was elected mayor in 2008. He
won a special election last November
to fill out the remaining year of the
term, which expires on December 31,
and is serving as deputy mayor this
year.

Alluding to last year’s election,
which he won with 54 percent of the
vote, Mr. Bratti told The Leader he
had promised to run for a full term in
2010. “I feel the party let the people
down by not putting me on the ticket”
this year. He said he will run “on my
record” and hopes to “continue doing
the same things I’ve been doing for
the past year-and-a-half.”

In a statement last week announc-
ing his intentions, Mr. Bratti said
that, “Our township, our school dis-
trict and our library have lost a lot of
the state aid we have come to rely
upon.” He said that, “Rather than
continuing to raise taxes, we need to
rethink how we spend our tax money.”
Mr. Bratti pointed to the efforts of a
majority of the council last year “to
avoid significant layoffs while re-
taining essential services and keep-
ing the police department at full
strength.” He said the choices made
last year “put us in a better position to
keep the tax increase low despite a
significant loss of state aid.”

Mr. Strauss and Mr. Bratti, who are
running separate campaigns, face a
Democratic ticket that includes Coun-
cilman Glover as well as Neal
LeStrange and Michael Marcus and a
Republican ticket of William “Bo”
Vastine, Sal Trifiro and Tony Patti.
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County Increases Stable Fees
fect in county buildings since 1993,
to recreational facilities such as
county pools, the horse stable, boat-
ing and ice-skating facilities, play-
grounds, running tracks, snack bars,
ball fields and tennis courts. Smok-
ing also can be banned at county-
sponsored events “at the discretion of
the county manager and with advise
and consent of the Board of Chosen
Freeholders,” according to the ordi-
nance. Smoking is prohibited within
25 feet of county-owned or leased
buildings.

Penalties are $250 for a first of-
fense, $500 for a second offense and
$1,000 for each subsequent offense,
according to the ordinance.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a $500,000 settlement to
former county environmental engi-
neer Catherine Alexander for dis-
missal of her claims. The woman had
alleged a county “sham” in its hiring
practices for seasonal workers, as she
was listed, to “avoid civil service
tenure rights,” according to a copy of
the lawsuit. She alleged that for six
years, she was hired, dismissed and
rehired every six months to avoid the
county paying benefits, including
enrollment in the state pension sys-
tem.

County Counsel Robert Barry said
the case has gone on for two-and-a-
half years and that a settlement was
reached as the case was going to trial.

“Unfortunately, in this case, we
were not able to get any specific
demands from the plaintiff other than
a statement generally to the effect
that it was a seven-figure demand but
nothing specific,” Mr. Barry said. “We
always deem that to be extremely
excessive under the circumstances.”

He said Ms. Alexander had claimed
$800,000 in lost wages and “poten-
tial future wages,” counsel fees of
$450,000, as well as additional com-
pensatory and punitive damages for
“pain and suffering.” Mr. Barry said
he believes $350,000 of the settle-
ment will go to pay for Ms.
Alexander’s counsel fees.

Tina Renna, president of the Union
County Watchdog Association, asked
if the county has changed its seasonal
hiring practices following the filing
of the Alexander lawsuit in January
2008.

Mr. Barry responded that the settle-
ment includes a “complete resolu-
tion of her claims,” as it includes Ms.
Alexander’s “lost or entitlement on
pension benefits and other fringe ben-
efits,” as well as total counsel fees.

tenured teachers could legally be termi-
nated for any reason or no reason at all,
as long as the decision does not conflict
with the teacher’s constitutional rights.

Mr. Kravetsky will stand before the
BOE on Wednesday, July 7, in a public
hearing to determine his fate as a
Westfield district teacher.

“I’m very confident that the decision
will be overturned,” Mr. Kravetsky said,
“because I feel the facts will tell the
whole story.”

In other business, Board Business
Administrator Robert Berman described
a plan to implement a student activities
fee to supplement the loss of funds the
district faces for the 2010-2011 school
year from the $4.2-million cut in state
aid in March.

High school athletics, eighth-grade
sports and dramatic productions will
charge a $125 per student per year fee,
while other clubs and activities will
implement a $60 per student per year
fee, which includes any number of clubs
and activities not to exceed $125 per
student per year.

Aid will be available to families who
cannot afford the fee so as not to exclude
any student from extra-curricular par-
ticipation. The fee is based on compari-
sons with similar school districts that
have implemented the same program,
officials said. The district expects to
receive $184,000 in additional revenue.
The student activities fee will be dis-
cussed further at the next BOE meeting
on Tuesday, June 29.

The board approved a resolution to
rehire five more paraprofessionals for
the 2010-2011 school year after the
March reduction in force eliminated all
108 paraprofessionals from the school
district. Of the 108 terminated parapro-
fessionals, 29 were rehired at the May
25  BOE meeting.

Board member Ann Cary introduced
the framework for the 2010-2011 strate-
gic plan. Using the input from 427 re-

sponses to an online public survey sent
in October, the 50-person committee –
comprised of board members, parents
and residents – reviewed the data to
develop a detailed plan of action.

The strategic plan “prepares all stu-
dents to reach their highest potential and
to become productive, well-balanced,
and responsible citizens in a global soci-
ety through educational programs that
respect individual differences and diver-
sity.”

It outlines the district’s expectations
from parents, staff and students. A full
plan will be announced to the public in
September and adopted by the BOE.

Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan publicly thanked Franklin El-
ementary School head custodian Will-
iam “Vinnie” Yacullo for his 25 years of
service to the district. Mr. Yacullo, who
announced his retirement as of the end
of this school year, has taken only one
personal day in over two decades of
work for his wedding. Ms. Dolan said he
has served the district with honor and
she and the board wish him well.

BOE President Julia Walker pre-
sented four district employees with
resolutions recognizing them as ex-
ceptional participants in the educa-
tional system. WHS Art Teacher Roy
Chambers received the Princeton Uni-
versity Distinguished Secondary
School Teacher’s Award; WHS Italian
Teacher Lauren Durante received the
PTSO Outstanding Teacher of the Year
Award; WHS Latin Teacher James
Rowan received the Distinguished
Teacher of the Year Award; and Terri
Martins, campus supervisor, received
the Robert and Linda Foose Award for
Excellence in Education.

Board member Mitchell Slater an-
nounced Westfield High School had
made Newsweek’s list of the top 4 per-
cent of schools in the nation based on
advanced placement (AP) exam scores
and similar scholastic tests.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
NO MORE OIL...On Tuesday, June 8, an oil spill was discovered in the stream
leading into Tamaques Park. Members of the Westfield Fire Department, Union
County Haz-Mat and the New Jersey State Department of Environmental
Protection responded but were unable to locate the source of the spill. According
to Union County Spokesman Sebastian D’Elia, the oil has been cleaned up, and
there is a “minimal impact” to the area, as the spill was contained to the stream
area and did not reach the pond.
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Parents Want Kravetsky Back

Courtesy of Debbie Cerami
LADIES FIRST...The following young ladies attended the Westfield High School
Senior Prom in early June. They are, from left to right, Rosina Wissel, Kate
Brennan, Gab Cerami, Sharon Faktor, Julia Spiridigliozzi, Jordan Harries, Anne
Knisley, Sam Seib, Livi Magnanini, Diana Venezia and Melissa Riegel.

Courtesy of Dennis Hercel
SPILL CONTROL...A fuel truck overturned Wednesday morning on Bonnie
Burn Road. Area firefighters foamed the area to reduce the risk of danger of fire
or explosion from the volatile fumes while cleanup efforts were underway. Police
closed traffic to the area from several directions until the accident could be
mitigated.


