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Jr. Musical Club Presents
Annual Graduation Recital

Community Players Plan
Building-Campaign Events

Brittany Graham with her mixed-media skull at the
Westfield High School Art Show.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Players (WCP), one of
the oldest continuously operating
community based theater organiza-
tions in New Jersey, will continue to
celebrate its 75th anniversary season
with a June talent showcase and July
Atlantic City bus trip.

Founded in 1934 by a small com-
pany of theater-minded individuals,
the group now resides in their own
theater at 1000 North Avenue West in
Westfield. From the first president,
Lucy Buck Ellsberg, to the current
39th president, JoAnne Lemenille,
the troupe has been an active part of
the Westfield cultural scene.

With their first production of The
Late Christopher Bean, the group
has presented shows written by
Shakespeare, Neil Simon, Rodgers
and Hammerstein and everyone in
between, first at schools in town, and
then in the 150-seat theater built in
the 1950s.

As a means to keep the theater
functioning and viable for the next 75
years, a building campaign has been
started this year to upgrade facilities.
President JoAnne Lemenille added
that a particular upgrade focuses on
the lighting and sound booth at the
back of the theater.

She described it as follows, “Cur-
rently, it is only accessible by a nar-
row ladder just off the lobby, making
it difficult to enter and exit quickly
and load in equipment. Plans have
been approved by the town for an
external staircase, so we are appeal-
ing to our subscribers and friends of
the theater to add to our building fund
for this and other projects.”

Donations in any amount are wel-
come and can be sent to the group at
1000 North Avenue West, Westfield
N.J. 07090. Two events are planned

for the building campaign: the an-
nual Talent Showcase, set for Satur-
day, June 12, and a bus trip to Atlantic
City on Saturday, July 17.

On Saturday evening, June 12, at
7:30 p.m., the annual Talent Show-
case will feature Union County per-
formers with all proceeds benefiting
the building fund. The evening will
feature light refreshments and door
prizes, with adult tickets at $20 and
children 12 and under at $12.

The Atlantic City bus trip to the
Showboat Casino will leave on Sat-
urday, July 17, at 8:30 a.m. sharp
from the theater, and bagels and cof-
fee will be served starting at 7:30
a.m. Tickets are $35, with a rebate
from the casino, and the bus will
return at 5 p.m.

To learn more, call (908) 232-1221
or visit
westfieldcommunityplayers.org for
more information on upcoming events
and other features.

Continuo Arts Holds
Summer Conservatory

WESTFIELD – The Continuo Arts
Foundation, a Westfield organization,
is accepting registrations and hold-
ing auditions for young artists (ages 7
to 18) for its intensive three-week
Summer Musical Theater Conserva-
tory, presenting The Wizard of Oz.

The conservatory will take place at
the Westfield Presbyterian Church
from July 6 to 20, Monday to Friday,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The performance will be held at
the Oak Knoll School of Summit’s
Campion Center for the Performing
Arts from July 21 to 24, showing at 3
and 9 p.m. To audition, call (908)
264-5324 or visit continuoarts.com.

FW Performance Series Closes
Spring Season with Jazz

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Arts
Council and Mayor Colleen Mahr have
announced the closing spring season
performance of the Fanwood Perform-
ing Arts Series.  The spring season will
close this Saturday, June 12, at 7 p.m. at
the Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Center (
carriage house).

The June 12 performance will fea-
ture Tony Robinson and The Evan
Levine Quartet.  As the founder of
Descendants Productions, Mr.
Robinson is an accomplished artist,
actor, singer, composer, model, writer,
publisher and educator. His work in
music, art, theater and education holds
one special purpose: to spread a posi-
tive message to people all over the

world. As a vocalist, Mr. Robinson has
performed for such dignitaries as former
President Bill Clinton and Pope John
Paul II.

The Evan Levine Jazz Quartet is a
group of aspring musicians committed
to offering a fresh look at traditional
jazz classics. The group emerged from
a weekly jam session at PJ's Coffee
House in Highland Park. They present
a variety of jazz standards in a new
voice.

The suggested donations for the
Fanwood Performing Arts Series are
$7 ($5 for seniors and students); park-
ing is free, and the refreshments are
inexpensive. To learn more, visit
fanwoodperformanceseries.org.

READY TO PERFORM…Performers at The Junior Musical Club of Westfield’s
annual Graduation Recital include, from left to right, Kevin Shi, Kelly Sullivan,
Maxim Kachalov, Anna Dugan, Marissa Berlant, Siyu Xiao and Yixiao Wang.
Maria Niemiera is not pictured.

WESTFIELD – The Junior Musical
Club of Westfield will hold its annual
Graduation Recital at the First Baptist
Church, located at 170 Elm Street in
Westfield, on Saturday, June 12, at 5
p.m.

The concert is open to the public free
of charge. Seniors Marissa Berlant,
Anna Dugan, Maxim Kachalov, Maria
Niemiera, Kevin Shi, Kelly Sullivan,
Yixiao Wang and Siyu Xiao will per-
form.

Pianist Marissa Berlant, a senior at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
will play Mark My Alford by James
Hewitt and “The Harmonious Black-
smith,” Air and Variations from Suite
No. 5 by Handel.

Marissa has studied piano with
Beverly Thomson-Shea since age 5.
She is a member of her high school’s
wind ensemble and Jazz Lab band and
has participated in NJMEA’s (New Jer-
sey Music Educators Association)
evaluations and Royal Schools of Mu-
sic piano exams. She will attend the
University of Delaware and plans to
study marine biology and Spanish.

Soprano Anna Dugan, from Kent
Place School, will sing “O Mio Babbino
Caro” from Gianni Schicchi by
Giacomo Puccini; Love’s Philosophy
by Roger Quilter; Le Violette by
Alessandro Scarlatti; Wie Melodien
Zieht Es Mir by Brahms; and “S’Altro
Che Lacrime” from La Clemenza Di
Tito by Mozart.

She has studied with Maria Spacagna
and has performed in many musicals
such as Kiss Me, Kate!, Les Miserables
and operas like Madama Butterfly and
Pirates of Penzance. Anna will attend
Columbia College to major in Euro-
pean history as well as studying vocal
performance at the Juilliard School
with Marlena Malas.

Pianist Maxim Kachalov, a senior
from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, will play Liebestraum (No.
3) by Liszt and Prelude in G Minor
by Rachmaninoff. He has studied with
Elena Bartolf and Olga Slavnina.
Maxim is a member of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood track team, philoso-
phy club, physics league and does
community service. He will attend
Tufts University and plans to major
in biochemistry and minor in phys-
ics.

Pianist Maria Niemiera from
Westfield High School will play
Frederic Chopin’s Polonaise in A-flat
Major, Op 53. Maria has studied with
Elana Bartolf since age 5 and Sondra
Tammam.

She is the treasurer of the Westfield
Junior Musical Club, a varsity athlete
and an award-winning member of
Westfield’s Science Olympiad team. In
the fall, Maria will attend Stevens Insti-
tute of Technology as an engineering
major.

Pianist Kevin Shi, a senior at New
Providence High School, will play
Totentanz, Paraphrase on Dies Irae
and La Campanella, both by Liszt. He
has played piano for 13 years and is
studying with Ferdinand Gajewsky. He
won honorable mention in the 2010
YoungArts competition and second
place in the Bookstaber piano compe-
tition.

He also plays violin in his school
orchestra. Kevin will attend the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania College of Arts
and Sciences in the fall, majoring in
biochemistry and physics.

Soprano Kelly Sullivan, from
Westfield High School, will sing “Batti
Batti” and “Vedrai Carino” both from
Mozart’s Don Giovanni. She studies
with Ann Marie Centrella and Charles
Banks. Kelly sings in the Saint Paul’s
Choir Program and also performed  at
Carnegie Hall this past November as a
member of the Westfield High School
Concert Choir. She will attend Tufts
University in the fall, majoring in biol-
ogy.

Flutist Yixiao Wang, a senior from
Westfield High School, will play
Zigeunerweisen by Pablo Sarasate. He
studied for six years under Clarissa
Nolde. He is a six-year member of the
New Jersey Youth Symphony and per-
formed in Carnegie Hall this May.

Yixiao has performed solo pieces
with the high school’s Chamber Or-
chestra. He has been accepted into
CJMEA Regions Band/Orchestra ev-
ery year since sixth grade, as well as
making All-State Band his junior and
senior years. Yixiao will attend
Harvard University this fall.

Pianist Siyu Xiao, a senior at
Westfield High School, will play “Pre-
lude” from Pour le Piano Suite by
Claude Debussy and Orage by Franz
Liszt. She has studied piano with
Sherry Wang and Steve Shevlino and
also plays the clarinet in school bands
and orchestras.

Siyu has participated in the NJMEA
piano auditions and is teaching be-
ginning piano at her home studio.
She served as 2010 president of the
Junior Musical Club. Siyu will attend
the University of Pittsburgh for pre-
med, studying biology and creative
nonfiction.

Coffee Warms Up One Last
Time for Guy Mendilow

WESTFIELD – The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series wraps up
its 10th season by presenting world
folk-pop group the Guy Mendilow
Band at the First United Methodist
Church, located at 1 East Broad Street
(corner of North Avenue) in Westfield,
on Saturday, June 12.

Mr. Mendilow spent his most forma-
tive years playing hopscotch between
continents when his musician-turned-
professor father was invited to a suc-
cession of teaching posts.

Since age 15, Mr. Mendilow has
continued to immerse himself in new
cultures, seeking opportunities to learn
languages and collaborate with instru-
ment builders and performers.

His musical mission is to explore the
connection between places he has called
home. He has oriented his band around
the premise that music, and music mak-
ing, can play a unique role in the effort
to transform “the other” into a fellow
human being to whom one can at least
listen, if not necessarily agree.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m., and the
concert begins at 8 p.m. Admission is
$19 on line and $23 at the door. This
concert is the Tenth Season Finale and
Ice Cream Social, with gelato donated
by Ciao Bella. Advanced purchase of
tickets is recommended by going to
guymendilow.eventbrite.com. This
concert will benefit the Community
FoodBank of New Jersey.

Leukemia Benefit
Rocks Garwood

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — On a Friday night
earlier this month, the Garwood
Crossroads played host to a bevy of
bands as part of a benefit to raise
money for the Leukemia & Lym-
phoma Society.

Organized by Casey Resnick, with
donations held by Kim and Jason
Shepard (who are running in the
Philadelphia Insurance Triathlon to
raise further funds), the night show-
cased five very different bands that
all played their hearts out for the
cause.

The first band on the list was the
Ugly Club, a varied four piece that
played a unique brand of soul-rock.
One of their standout songs began
with an intro reminiscent of
Coldplay’s “Clocks,” with the guitar
imitating the signature piano line.
This then morphed into a faster
tempo, tempered with bursts from
the group’s organist/trumpeter.

The Club also gave unique treat-
ment to a cover of Outkast’s (featur-
ing Norah Jones) “Baby Take off
Your Cool,” performing the slow
song straight, before morphing it
into a jam filled with keyboard solos
and a mix of slow-burning and rapid-
fire guitar solos.

Following the Club were the Tattle
Tales, a punk-pop group that argu-
ably turned in the best performance
of the night. The band took full ad-
vantage of its unique lineup, featur-
ing a female keyboardist/vocalist and
an unbelievably hard-pounding
drummer.

Their first song, “Anymore Amen,”
was a blast of fun, somewhat remi-
niscent of ska band Reel Big Fish
without the horns. They followed
this with “The New One,” a harder
song tempered with female vocals.

Other highlights were “Uncondi-
tionally” – with a vocal line sugges-
tive of Nirvana’s “Sliver” – and
“Feeling All Dave Mustaine,” a hi-
larious song about being angst-rid-
den, just like the aforementioned
lead singer of Megadeath, Mr.
Mustaine. Combined with the band’s
fun and easy banter, this set was

simply the most fun of the night.
The Tattle Tales did have some

competition, however, from the next
group, Bah Bah Baran, a duo of a
male guitarist and a female
keyboardist (a third member was
unable to attend) who were unques-
tionably the most earnest band of
the night.

They jokingly stated several times
that their set would be mostly banter
(which was warm, funny and well-
received) and that they did not have
any long songs to play.

Despite the jokes, the duo did turn
in a fine set of Ben Folds Five-
inspired pop songs, from the folky
“Campfire” to the Mouldy Peaches-
inspired “Swings.”

After three excellent acts, the night
then took a hard misstep with the
Young American Artists, a hardcore
band. This group suffered two hor-
rible setbacks – playing the same
Black Flag- and early-Nirvana-in-
spired songs over and over, and hav-
ing a singer who sounded like actor
Steve Carell trying to imitate (Rage
Against the Machine’s) Zach de la
Rocha.

None of their songs were memo-
rable, and their constant jokes about
how many people were leaving hit
way too close to home.

The final band of the night was
Martian, a more rock-inspired quar-
tet that began with the Beatle-esque
“Big Ideas,” a somewhat heavy pop-
rock song.

The group then moved into the
hard-edged, roadhouse-like “Grey
Moon” and “Do I Have Your Atten-
tion?” which partially brought to
mind the Smashing Pumpkin’s
“1979.”

Other highlights included “De-
monize,” which recalled a desert-
scorched 60’s song, and “Love/
Hate,” which suggested U2’s “Bul-
let the Blue Sky.”

Martian ended the night on a some-
what odd note, as their drummer
claimed to be too tired to play. The
band and audience then took turns at
the drums, as they played covers of
Weezer’s “Say It Ain’t So” and “El
Scorcho” to end the night.


