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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
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 Summer Musical Theater 

Conservatory! 

The Continuo Arts Foundation is accepting registrations 

and holding auditions for young artists (ages 7 – 18) for its 

intensive three-week Summer Musical Theater 

Conservatory, presenting:  

 “The Wizard of Oz”
Auditions: Please contact (908) 264-5324/www.continuoarts.com 

Location:   Westfield Presbyterian Church 
Dates:          July 6 – July 20, Mon - Fri, 9 am – 3 pm 

Location:   Oak Knoll School – Summit, NJ 

                    Campion Center for the Performing Arts 

                    July 21 - July 23, 3 pm - 9 p.m. 

Performances:  Matinee & Evening  

                           Saturday, July 24 

Join us for an exciting summer music theater experience and 
enrichment in voice, acting, dance, set & design. Outstanding staff 
members will inspire performers in a creative, positive and 
interactive environment!   

WWWWeeee’’’’rrrreeee    ooooffffffff    ttttoooo    sssseeeeeeee    tttthhhheeee    WWWWiiiizzzzaaaarrrrdddd    !!!!................................................................................................    

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 popcorns

Sex and the City 2 is a confound-
ing kettle of contradictions. Every
ounce of your being knows full well
it’s glamorized pap. And yet, I’d like
a dollar for every viewer with a doc-
torate in this or that who is gleefully
willing to give director Michael
Patrick King’s glittering fantasy
jaunt complete dispensation. Incom-
prehensible to us, it speaks to them.

While the criticism of art isn’t
subject to the dictums of political
correctness, one doesn’t wish to cast
aspersions about taste when the battle
lines seem so personally drawn. Why,
some of my best friends will doubt-
lessly like this second big-screen
incarnation of the popular TV se-
ries. I mean, we can’t amuse our-
selves by Eugene O’Neill alone.

This preamble of tolerance re-
spectfully submitted, I will add that
the movie’s two hours-plus isn’t as
boring as it is challenging to the
detractor. Foolishly trying to make
lemonade out of lemons, the scien-
tific naysayer hopes that if he can
discern what it is that makes the
picture so enthralling to some, it
will unlock the secret of the genders.

But it’s no dice, Dr. Freud. Watch-
ing in awe as the four best friends
avail themselves of a junket to Abu
Dhabi courtesy of a grateful sheik’s
goodwill gesture to P.R. wiz
Samantha (Kim Cattrall), we lose
our bearings in the whimsy of ex-
cess. Each gal gets her own chauf-
feur-driven Maybach (top-o-the-line
Mercedes Benz), butler and luxury
suite.

Gee, I feel like such a piker. All I
rustled up on the last momentous
occasion was a heartfelt bauble and
some flowers. The ostentation is a
reverse on the ploy Hugh Hefner
engineered just prior to the dawn of
Women’s Lib: Bring your lady fair
to the Playboy Club, where the
world’s most beautiful damsels
would offer some perspective.

That humbling aside, there’s a plot
here. Each lass is saddled with some
emotional baggage she hopes to shed
amidst the opulence of her comped
surroundings. So as they ooh and
aah at the courtesies and gewgaws
supplied along with their $22K-a-
night hotel room, we itemize what
must be product placements, right
down to the country itself.

But then a late twist in the doings,
probably intended to give the story
some gravity and conscience, has us
second-guessing this big-ticket
variation on “The Price is Right.”
Not since The Women (1939) have
social lessons been delivered by such
a well-dressed class of women. But

Sex and the City 2:
For Whom the Belles Appeal

then, who says morality can’t be
haute couture?

Meanwhile, we’re also supposed
to care about their woes. Miranda
(Cynthia Nixon), aside from being
unappreciated at the law firm where
she plies her skills practically 24/7,
has the in absentia mom blues.
Whereas sensible Charlotte York,
portrayed by Kristin Davis, feels
guilty about wanting some time off
from the shrieks of her colicky off-
spring.

Samantha, the senior member of
the gang, delights in shocking one
and all with daily updates on the
feminine wars she boisterously fights
on two fronts. A warehouse of hor-
mones and ointments, she wrestles
menopause with vixenish authority.
The rest of her id, when she’s not
serving as best pal, is devoted to
pleasing a rather liberated libido.

And then there’s Sarah Jessica
Parker’s Carrie, the tacitly acknowl-
edged jewel in the diadem. Her beef?
She wants it all. Already a noted
author with a fabulous N.Y.C. abode,
she’s lassoed the love of her life in
Mr. Big (Chris Noth). But uh, oh.
Her older Prince Charming is a bit of
a homebody, and she fears the sparkle
will dwindle from their union.

So hope springs eternal with the
new venue and its expectantly cura-
tive powers. And if not, at least they
can bury their heads in the sumptu-
ous sand castles for a bit. Figure on
the usual hijinks, epiphanies and flir-
tations, especially where Samantha
is concerned. Of course you can set
your sundial by how long it’ll be
before someone falls off a camel.

But, oh my, the splendor and
riches. All that’s missing is a golden
calf to worship…that is, before the
film’s aforementioned, radical
change in nature has us all scratch-
ing our heads. Without giving too
much away, suffice it to note that all
the bravado and shameless overin-
dulgence simmers into a rather tra-
ditional fable.

In all fairness, the vicarious thrill
of intrigue and treasure is but the
decorative icing on what truly en-
dears this unabashed chick flick to
its defenders.

And that’s friendship, tried and
true and without qualification.
Hence, like that one friend we all
have who others just can’t tolerate
for the love of them, Sex and the City
2 obviously satisfies a need.

* * *
Sex and the City 2, rated R, is a

Warner Bros. Pictures release di-
rected by Michael Patrick King and
stars Sarah Jessica Parker, Kim
Cattrall and Kristin Davis. Running
time: 146 minutes.

Summer Theater Festival
Opens with Endgame

WESTFIELD – Troupe of Friends
and the Westfield Recreation Depart-
ment will present the first production
of the summer season, Samuel
Beckett’s Endgame, presented in he
Community Room in the Westfield
Town Hall.

There are two performances: Fri-
day, June 18, and Saturday, June 19,
at 8 p.m. Endgame is one of the
greatest modern dramas, blending the
absurd vaudeville dialogue of Wait-
ing for Godot with gallows humor, as
a man and his servant search for mean-
ing in the last corner of the world.

Endgame follows a day in the life
of a group of decaying survivors: the
blind and wheelchair-bound tyrant
Hamm, his servant, Clov, and his
parents, Nagg and Nell, who live in

two trashcans.
Featured in the cast are Westfield

residents Joseph Penczak, Ken
Bigelow and Lisa Black, as well as
Cranbury resident Fred Dennehy. Su-
san Bigelow, also of Westfield, serves
as stage manager.

Mr. Penczak’s direction is based
on Beckett’s own notebooks, written
years after he began as a playwright,
when he became an active participant
in the theatrical process and a peer-
less director of his own work.

Endgame performances are free,
and no tickets are necessary. The
Community Room is located in the
Westfield Town Hall, located at 425
East Broad Street in Westfield. For
more information, visit troupe-of-
friends.com or call (908) 301-0228.

Contemporary Art Group
Exhibits in Cranford

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – It’s been a busy spring
for the Watchung–based Contempo-
rary Art Group (CAG), an artist col-
lective that began in 2006 as an off-
shoot of the Westfield Art Associa-
tion.

In April, 32 CAG members exhib-
ited work at Artist Framer in
Cranford.

More recently, the artwork of five
CAG members was on display in the
Garden Gallery of the Reeves-Reed
Arboretum in Summit.

CAG members participating in the
exhibit included Dom Ioele of
Cranford, Brooke Gardiner of
Mountainside, Barbara Uhr and
Linnea Rhodes of Westfield and
Maryann Ficker of Bridgewater.

Mr. Ioele, who shares co-presi-
dency of CAG with Ms. Rhodes, is a
photographer who uses his camera
to explore unusual subjects at times.

In addition to his photographs of
nature and animals, such as “Water
Lilies and Dragonfly” and “Crash-
ing Surf,” he also exhibited “Bio-
Freeze,” one of several of his “Ice”
photographs.

These colorful excursions were
the result of melting chunks of water
while simultaneously infusing them
with food coloring. This technique
allows the viewer to embrace the
photograph on two levels.

Taken as a whole, the work is a
wonderful abstract of color. Viewed
as a sum of its parts, it is easy to see
the minute details come to life.

Likewise, Mr. Gardiner’s glass and
stone sculpture demonstrates that he
“gets tired of the realistic.”

His rendition of birds and flowers,
such as “Peacock” and “Yellow Or-
chid,” give a fresh perspective to
these subjects, which at times tend
to be overused by artists.

Ms. Rhodes’s calm, peaceful wa-
tercolor-and-pen landscapes draw
her viewers directly into the time
and space of her subjects.

Based largely on her travels – both
near and far – Ms. Rhodes’s talent is
the connecting force between the
energy of the work and the percep-
tion of the viewer.

Viewing her “Montalcino View 3”
and “Bordeaux” is a welcome re-
spite for the eye and mind.

Ms. Uhr, who works primarily in
pastels, uses color to evoke realistic
images. Her “Violet Sky” and “New
Jersey Shore” are good examples of
this technique.

Ms. Ficker mutes her colors to
make bold statements. Her “Purple
Vase” and “Still Life with Mango”
force the viewer to study relation-
ships between inanimate objects, and
in doing so, further uncover the
mysteries of the self.

The CAG meets at the Watchung
Arts Center, located at 18 Stirling
Road in Watchung, at 7:30 p.m. on
the third Wednesday of the month.
For more information, visit
contemporaryartgroup.org.

More information about Reeves-
Reed Arboretum can be found at
reeves-reedarboretum.org.

Union Catholic Arts Co.
Announces Summer Shows

THERE’S SOMETHING ABOUT … FRIENDSHIP…Union Catholic Perform-
ing Arts Company announced its series of summer shows. To learn more, read
above. Pictured is the cast of Something About Friendship: standing, left to right,
are: Katie Brown, Brandon Rotondo, Conor McDonough, Jonathan Sagendorf
and Rob Krienke. Seated, left to right, are: Maeve Lynskey, Sammie Mellina and
Justine Mujica.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union
Catholic Performing Arts Company
announced its summer show sched-
ule.

Returning to the stage after the
successful production of Love (Awk-
wardly) at both Union Catholic High
School (UC) and the Manhattan The-
atre Source, playwrights and Union
Catholic graduates John Rotondo
(2007) and Maryann Carroll Carolan
(1986) have once again collaborated
with a group of students to write and
produce a new play, Something About
Friendship.

Through the course of the play,
friendships are made, broken, tested
and strengthened, as eight friends
prepare for a surprise party. The cast
features Katie Brown (2013), Rob
Krienke (2010) of Mountainside,
Maeve Lynskey (2012) of Cranford,
Conor McDonough (2010) of Berke-
ley Heights, Sammie Mellina (2010)
of Westfield, Justine Mujica (2010),
Brandon Rotondo (2012) and
Jonathan Sagendorf (2011) of Eliza-
beth.

Performances are June 24, 25 and
26 at 7 p.m. at Union Catholic, lo-
cated at 1600 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains. For more information,
call (908) 889-1600. Tickets are $5
for students and senior; otherwise,
they are $10. Tickets are available
online at ShowTix4u.com.

The second summer performance
will be An Evening of One-Acts and
Dance 2010. Members of the Union
Catholic Class of 2010 direct three of
the four acts. The acts include: Some
Things Just Can’t Be Saved, written
by Rob Krienke and Justine Mujica
and directed by Rob Krienke; The
Brute, by Anton Chekhov and di-
rected by Conor McDonough; Wed-
ding Duet, directed by Justine Mujica;
Come and Go, by Samuel Beckett
and directed by John Rotondo; Traf-
fic and Dash, choreographed by Emily
Eger Donahue (1998), and If I Were a
Millionaire, choreographed by
Heather Johdos. The show will run
July 29, 30 and 31 at 7 p.m. Tickets
are available online at
ShowTix4u.com.

Endgame stars Lisa Black as Nell... ...and Fred Dennehy as Nagg

Courtesy of Walter Bischoff
A KITCHEN TO DIE FOR...The kitchen of this Mountain Avenue home had
visitors congregating immediately, exploring the 11-foot Carrara marble island
encompassed by an eclectic mix of cabinetry in handsomely stained woods,
antique white and painted sage surfaces.

WSO’s Notable Homes Tour
Featured ‘Dream’ Houses

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The term “dream
house” may conjure up different im-
ages to different people, but those who
attended the Notable Homes Tour might
agree it showcased much of the stuff
those dreams are made of last Saturday.
Presented by the Friends of the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO), the an-
nual tour featured four Westfield homes
and one in Cranford.

Anyone who dreams of a state-of-
the-art home theater needed only step
into the contemporary home on
Watchung Fork to see how that vision
can become a reality.

 Located on the lower level, the pan-
eled media room featured an immense
flat screen television with comfortable
recliners adjacent to rooms for ping-
pong, billiards, exercising and a lounge
with wet bar. And should a guest ever
wander upstairs hungry, there’s the
choice of preparing something in either
the indoor kitchen or the fully-equipped
one outside, with its expansive
countertops and view of the meticu-
lously landscaped yard and pool. A
raffle for gift baskets and a decorator
rug was also held at this residence.

Those who dream about owning a
piece of history would appreciate the
circa-1890 gabled colonial home on
Kimball Avenue. While admiring the
period moldings and welcoming stair-
case in the central hallway, visitors
were treated to live music performed
by Joe Regan on a baby grand piano the
homeowner had played as a child.

The traditionally formal front rooms
featured intricately-detailed historic
fireplace mantels and tile surrounds,
along with grand floor-to-ceiling win-
dow treatments and furniture in sump-
tuous fabrics. The soft celadon, gold
and white palette in the parlor was
inspired by a painting depicting a Paris
opera in the late 19th century. Medal-
lion wallpaper set the tone in the dining
room, where an antique wedding photo
of one of the homes’ owners from long
ago added an authentic touch. This
home notably appeared in a style maga-
zine in 1940.

Others who believe one’s house is
truly one’s castle might have enjoyed
the new residence on Effingham Place.
The exterior design incorporating two
turrets, arched palatial windows and
colossal front entry was, in fact, in-
spired by an existing French castle.

European flair continued inside the
home with arched doorways, wrought
iron chandeliers, and original artwork
from overseas. Upstairs, a little boy’s
bedroom in traditional blue connected
to his sister’s feminine pink one via a
delightful “Jack and Jill” bathroom
with a separate sink and vanity for each
prince and princess.

For those who wish to incorporate
Asian flair to their décor, the Holly
Street home in Cranford could serve as
a treasure cove. While the current
homeowners, Jaull and Mahshid
Loram, painstakingly restored the
Queen Anne Victorian’s exterior to keep
it authentic to its period, the interior
was vibrantly painted in striking tones.
These served as a perfect backdrop for
the eye-catching tankas (wall hang-
ings), rugs and artifacts the couple has
collected while traveling and acquired
from such far away places as Tibet,
Turkey, Sri Lanka and Morocco.

The grounds garnered as much at-
tention as the house itself. Winding

paths comprised of a variety of stones
and pavers led visitors around marvel-
ous Koi ponds and spectacular gardens
to a charming wooden swing overlook-
ing the adjacent river.

Mr. Loram was present to answer
questions and explain the history and
significance of an extensive collection
of Tibetan artifacts for sale.

 He told The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times his
passion for the culture began when he
was a child as his grandfather had been
an Asian scholar. His grandmother in-
stilled his love of gardening whereas he
does all the landscaping and water fea-
ture installation himself. He also helped
transform the “1920’s Sears Roebuck”
detached garage into a unique sanctu-
ary complete with a bamboo thatched
roof, paddle fan and soothing running
water feature.

Trader Joe’s of Westfield donated
refreshments and provided an employee
to serve them in this remarkable yard.

Perhaps the most-talked-about home,
the one where visitors could be heard
literally drawing in their breath and
using the word “dream” (as in “dream
kitchen,”), was the Mountain Avenue
residence. Originally built in the 19th
century, the sprawling colonial under-
went extensive renovations in 2006.
The result was the breathtaking mar-
riage between historical integrity and
modern luxury.

The coffered ceilings and windows,
many with leaded glass transoms,
soared in each room, enhanced by layer
upon layer of ornamental moldings.
The gleaming floors were comprised
of herringbone oak and marble.

One visitor deemed the lady of the
house’s enormous walk-in-closet “ab-
solutely to die for,” as the sizeable
room featured multiple window seats,
a center island, and expansive walls of
custom cabinetry that displayed every-
thing from clothing to handbags and
shoes.

 But lest men feel left out, they needed
only walk down the hall to the man of
the house’s personal retreat. While the
desk, leather seating and entertainment
center might conjure up images of “man
cave,” the classically elegant styling
was more “country club.”

Visitors particularly congregated
in the vast kitchen, exploring its 11-
foot Carrara marble island encom-
passed by an eclectic mix of cabinetry
in handsomely stained woods, an-
tique white and painted sage sur-
faces.

Walter Bischoff, whose son cur-
rently owns the home, said the La
Cornue Chateau range was custom
built to incorporate both gas and elec-
tric features.

It appeared no detail was over-
looked right down to the custom ra-
diator covers and spacious laundry
room equipped with a steam press.

Elizabeth Ryan, marketing direc-
tor for the WSO, told the Leader-
Times she was thrilled to see the large
turnout for the tour.

“This year, we had people from all
over New Jersey...Bloomfield,
Bridgewater, Whitehouse Station,
Lebanon, Manalapan, Succasunna
....as well as New York City,” Ms.
Ryan said with much appreciation for
the annual fundraiser.  “The orchestra
wouldn’t be the orchestra it is without
the critical support of the Friends, and
they are true to their name – the best
friends an orchestra could ever have.”

http://www.NazzaroMusic.com

