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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
WILL SMITH DOES WELL IN 1,600, BURKE 3RD IN T.J.

Kelly Burke Wins Pole Vault
At MOC Track, Ties Record

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Featuring the cream of the crop
from around the state of New Jersey,
several Westfield High School (WHS)
individuals, two Cranford Cougars
and one Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raider fared well at the NJSIAA track
& field Meet of Championship
(MOC) at Frank Jost Field in South
Plainfield on June 3.

The girls pole vault event got a lot
stiffer when eight girls cleared 11-6
and the bar was elevated to 12 feet.
Later, Cougar senior Kelly Burke

cleared 12-6 on her first attempt and
Clifton’s Emily Urciuoli cleared it on
her second attempt to tie the meet
record previously shared by Urciuoli
last year and Nicole Pompeii of
Hanover Park in 2008. Urciuoli made
it interesting when she nearly made
13 feet when the bar hopped straight
up and bounced back onto the set-
tings before falling off. Burke be-
came the MOC champion on the ba-
sis of fewer misses.

“Emily is a very good jumper. She
was the main person I was concerned
about coming into today,” Cougar

Head Coach Peter Kane said. “She
hasn’t gone 12-6 all season, but she
did it today.”

Burke seemed to be more com-
posed in her approach than she had
been at the Group 2 Sectional meet.

“I think once she got her first at-
tempt in at 11, once that’s done, she
feels a sigh of relief, and then she can
go on about her business,” coach Kane
said.

“It came down to the wire. It’s a
good feeling to be here and win. After
clearing 12-6 on my first attempt, I

COOK SLAMS DOOR WITH GRAND SLAM HOME RUN

Cougars Sink Ocean City, 15-3,
For Group 3 Baseball Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Nick Cook provided the
exclamation mark with a grand slam
home run in the bottom of the third
inning as the No. 16 Cranford High
School baseball team pulverized
Ocean City, 15-3, in five innings at
Toms River North to claim the Group
3 Championship on June 5.

The 26-5 Cougars plated a tidal wave
of runs early to set the 21-9 Ocean City
boys adrift. Usually in such high-level
games there is a degree of intimidation,
but the Cougars were not the recipients,
they were the inflictors.

“We were ready to play ahead, stay
ahead, have good quality at bats and
throw strikes,” Cougar Head Coach
Dennis McCaffrey said.

“I knew that we should just go all
out, all of our seniors, and play the
best game we could to win the state
championship, said senior
centerfielder Nick Pace, who had an
RBI triple and an RBI triple. “I saw
them [Ocean City], so I wasn’t too
impressed by what they were doing.
They were throwing the ball all over,
so I knew we had a good chance
going into the game.”

“The first inning, we got two runs.
In the second ining, we got six, so we
felt really good about it. We didn’t let
up after that,” Cook said.

All season long, the Cougars have
had the ability to “Spin Straw into
Gold” and make things happen. The
two runs that the Cougars scored in
the first inning began the ripple ef-
fect. Designated hitter Greg Matlosz
thumped an RBI triple and scored on
an infield error.

“Our kids run the bases well. We
had a couple of situations where we
went from first to third, and we were
able to keep constant pressure on
them,” coach McCaffrey said. “We
put ourselves in good position.”

“Every team usually scouts us, usu-
ally knows that we are a good base
running team and once we get on, we
will do anything possible to score,”
Pace said.

The Cougars’ offense definitely had
its effect, but a great defensive play
may have unraveled the Ocean City
squad even more. Cougar sophomore
Kurt Rutmeyer, who started on the
mound, got out of a bases-loaded jam
in the second inning when second
baseman Rob Ghiretti, who had been
playing nearly flawless defense all
season (one error), smothered a
grounder and hustled to second for

Add 2010 to the list of Section Champs and add 2010 as NJSIAA
Group 3 Champions after the Cougars defeated Ocean City, 15-3

PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM

CHRIS WOJCIK
LACROSSE SCHOOL

2010 CAMP INFO:

July 26-29 (Monday –Thursday)

9am – 1pm

Houlihan/Sid Fay Fields – Westfield, NJ

Eligibility:  8-18 years old

SIGN UP NOW,
NUMBERS ARE LIMITED

REGISTER NOW:

WWW.CWLACROSSE.COM

Chris Wojcik is a former 2-time All-American lacrosse

player at Westfield HS and an All-American at

Harvard.  He has been a college lacrosse coach for

eight years including coaching stops at Harvard,

Bowdoin, and his current position at Penn.  Chris will

be joined by college All-Americans and HS coaches for

a fun and educational lacrosse experience.

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com
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Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMING BACK TO EARTH…Cougar senior Kelly Burke comes down to earth after clearing 12-06 to tie the meet record
in the pole vault at the Meet of Champions at Frank Jost Field in South Plainfield on June 3. Burke, who also made three
attempts at 13 feet, won the event.

David B. Corbin (April files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ESTABLISHING A CHAMPIONSHIP FEELING…The Cranford High School baseball team had the knack of spinning
“Straw into Gold” this season and wound up winning the NJSIAA Group 3 Championship with a 15-3, five inning victory
over Ocean City at Toms River North on June 5..

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Kelly Burke, a senior on the track and field team, finished her career at Cranford High School with seven State Sectional
Titles, five Group State Championship Titles and one Meet of Champions Title. The varsity baseball team captured the NJSIAA Group 3 Title this past weekend,
defeating Ocean City, 15-3. The team finished its season as the conference, county, sectional and group champions.


