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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Theory on WHS Tennis:
Depth? Talent? Or Both?

It’s sorta like the chicken or the egg
theory. Which came first?

With the WHS boys tennis team, do
they win because of depth or talent?

In the event, it tells you all you need
to know about the depth and talent that
the WHS boys tennis team had that it
was able to win its final four matches,
capturing the state Group 4 and the
Tournament of Champions titles, with-
out getting even one win at either first
or second singles.

While Scott Bernstein and Justin
Snyder played lights out tennis the
past two weeks against some of the
best competition in the state, they were
a combined no wins, five losses and
three draws as WHS beat Livingston
4-1 (two draws), Lenape 3-2, Dwight
Englewood 3½-1½ (1 draw) and
Chatham 3-2.

But surreal depth allowed WHS to
easily sweep all four opponents at
third singles (Adam Reich), first
doubles (Graeme Stahl and Alan Chu)
and second doubles (Tom Kowalski
and Scott Thompson). In fact, once
Reich, last year’s no. 1 singles, made
his amazing recovery from preseason
double hip surgery and returned in
mid-May to play third singles, mov-
ing Kowalski to second doubles, WHS
was in the driver’s seat. In those last

four matches, WHS’s third singles
and doubles teams had a combined
12-0 record, winning 152 games while
dropping just 53 (74 winning percent-
age).

Fittingly, the final point in the TOC
title match came at third singles,
where Reich wore down previously
unbeaten Matt Romei, who had twice
beaten Kowalski to provide Chatham
with 3-2 wins over WHS in the
Delbarton and Newark Academy tour-
nament finals.

(Note to Romei and Chatham: I
apologize for yelling “Call it out”
after you weren’t able to return one of
Reich’s shots. But you seriously have
to learn to “play on” better. You’re a
better player than an official.)

Reich is the son of the former Sylvia
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Bartok (WHS ’80), a three-year starter
and captain of the 1979 WHS girls
team that went 20-0 and won the state
Group 4 crown. Adam’s older sister
Nikki (WHS ’07) played four years,
including three at no. 1 singles, and
helped the Devils win the 2005 state
Group 4 title (and on the horizon there
is another Reich, 11-year-old Noah).

Bernstein, whose older brother Lee
captained the 2006 WHS team, had an
especially brutal 10-day stretch that
will certainly help him next year at
Bucknell. After winning the state
doubles title last spring with Stahl,
Bernstein moved up to no. 2 singles
this year, then earned the first singles
spot midway through the season. For
all that hard work, his final four high
school matches came against four of
the state’s top five singles players —
Livingston’s Tom Caputo (no. 4 seed
in the state singles tournament),
Lenape’s Nikola Kocovic (no. 2),
Dwight Englewood’s Daniel Shutov
(no. 3) and Chatham’s Patrick
Monaghan (no. 5). While he didn’t
win any of the matches, Bernstein
played them all tough, winning 25
points while losing 47.

(Since he went toe-to-toe with the
best guys, who does Bernstein like to
win the state singles tournament? “I’d

say Kocovic,” he said. “I
didn’t play (defending
champ) Mike Lippens
(of Shore), but Kocovic
was the best guy I
played. He has an al-
most indestructible
mental and physical
game. I couldn’t find any
weakness in his game.”)

Snyder was in the
same boat as Bernstein.
After playing second
doubles (with Stahl) on
the TOC champs of
2007, he played third and
second singles as a
sophomore and junior
before spending half of
his senior year at no. 1.
When Bernstein took
over at no. 1, Snyder be-

came one of the state’s toughest no.
2’s. But that put him up against guys
like Lenape’s Mike Humes, Dwight
Englewood’s Max Sacks and
Chatham’s Quentin Monaghan (a no.
1 last year on Newark Academy’s TOC
champions).

* * *
It was the 11th final, and fifth win,

for WHS since the NJSIAA started an
“All-Groups” final in 1970, later chang-
ing the name to the Tournament of
Champions. And it was the first time
WHS made four consecutive TOC fi-
nals; the previous best was three
straight from 1986-1988.

Westfield lost that 1970 final to
Millburn, with the decisive bout be-
ing first singles, where Rich Murray
outlasted Joe Krakora, 9-7, in the

third set.
Westfield’s first All-Groups title

came in 1978, in a 4-1 win over CBA
that ranks among the greatest wins
ever by WHS, right alongside the 3-2
win over West Windsor-Plainsboro
South in the 2007 Group 4 final.

The 1978 win was a semi-surprise,
given that Tony Berardo’s first two
years as WHS coach had produced a
combined 28-15 record, with no county,
sectional or state titles. But 1978 saw
the Blue Devils go 24-1, losing only to
Delbarton, 3-2, in the title match of the
Newark Academy Invitational.

When states arrived Berardo’s boys
got on a roll, beating Linden and SP-F
both 5-0, then Livingston, 4-1, in the
sectional final, Hunterdon Central, 4.5-
.5, in the state semis and Wayne Valley,
4-1, in the state Group 4 final. After
topping Glen Ridge, 3-2, and Ber-
nards, 4-1, to win the Public School
title, it was on to CBA in the All-
Groups title match. And what a match
it was! All five matches went three sets
and two were decided in tiebreakers.

WHS swept the singles behind Doug
Yearley (2-6, 6-3, 6-2), Jeff Factor (7-
5, 5-7, 7-6) and Joel Katz (4-6, 6-4, 7-
6). Andy Biederman and Dan Perach
won at first doubles (6-4, 4-6, 6-3); the
lone loss was by second dubs Andy
Loft and Sri Navargikar 4-6, 6-4, 4-6.

That’s 80 points for WHS and 72 for
CBA.

In that 3-2 win over WW-P South in
the 2007 Group 4 final, the Blue Devils
got a wild win at second singles by
Ravi Netravali 6-7, 7-6, 6-4, and swept
doubles behind Akis Evangelidis and
Dean Thompson 6-3, 6-7, 7-5 at first
and Graeme Stahl and Justin Snyder 6-
0, 7-6. Kevin Shallcross lost 6-3, 3-6,
5-7 at first singles and James Chu fell
3-6, 5-7 at third singles.

That’s 73 points for WHS and 67 for
WW-P South.

LACROSSE UPDATE
Congrats to WHS coaches Marc

Silbergeld and Pat Tuohy. Silbergeld
(WHS ’87), in his third year as head
coach, was named co-Coach of the
Year in the Fitch Division. Tuohy
(WHS ‘00) was named the Fitch
Division’s Assistant Coach of the Year,
and the New Jersey Interscholastic
Lacrosse Coaches Association and U.S.
Lacrosse’s Assistant Coach of the Year.

After back-to-back three-win sea-
sons, WHS won 12 this spring, recap-
tured the Bristol Cup and played some
of the state’s top teams really tough.

Both are former WHS lacrosse play-
ers, Silbergeld as a member of the state
championship teams in 1986 and ’87,
Tuohy as a co-captain on the 2000
team.

GOLF UPDATE
One stroke was all that kept the golf

team from advancing to the state fi-
nals. Instead, North Hunterdon (346)
and Livingston (349) were the two
teams that advanced out of the North
1-2 sectional.

STAT OF THE SEASON
Junior Sarah Morasso had six at-

bats for the varsity softball team and
went hitless. But the speedy junior was
invaluable to coach Caitlin MacDonald
as a courtesy runner. She scored 18
runs, second only to Kate Esler’s 21.
Esler, by the way, hit .514 (38-for-74),
no. 4 all-time at WHS for a single
season.

IS IT JUST ME …
… or was anybody else highly im-

pressed by the quality of 25 student-
athletes who were recipients of schol-
arship awards at the recent WHS
Booster Club Awards Night? Their ac-
complishments in the classroom, on
the athletic fields and outside of school
prove, at least to me, that there’s noth-
ing better than the WHS experience.

COLLEGE UPDATE
Junior All-American Nikki Reich

(WHS ’07) recently helped Williams
College win its third straight NCAA
Division 3 tennis championship.
Reich’s 6-4, 6-2 victory at no. 3 singles
provided the decisive point in the Ephs’
5-4 win over Emory. Reich also had
the winning point in the 2008 title
match. See photo on page 15.
MUDTURTLES ON THE LOOSE

The Union County Rugby Football
Club, a.k.a., the Mudturtles, will in-
troduce Westfield Blue Devils PAL
Flag Rugby this summer. This is co-
ed, non-contact, and will be held at
Sid Fay and Houlihan fields, June 15-
July 24.

There are four age groups: Owls (5-
6), Falcons (7-8), Hawks (9-11) and
Eagles (12-14), with practice Tuesday
and Thursday evenings, 6:15-7:30, and
games on Saturday mornings.

Cost is $90 ($65 for each additional
child), and that includes a rugby ball,
an official team shirt, playing shorts
and socks.

Basic ball skills will be taught, along
with game rules and team play, but in
a fun atmosphere. Everybody plays
and is involved. Parents wishing to
volunteer with practices or run home
events are welcome.

For more information, contact Paul
Harbaugh at (908) 370-4131 or
paulh@hcicg.net, or Diane Dabulas at
(908) 591-7027 or
dabulasj@comcast.net.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
The final free subs, from Westfield

Subs (261 South Avenue East), of the
year go to Scott Bernstein, Justin
Snyder, Adam Reich, Graeme Stahl,
Alan Chu, Tom Kowalski and Scott
Thompson. They were the members of
the WHS tennis team that won the
Tournament of Champions title.
Next week: Devil of the Year.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. This will be the final Den
until late August. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember, win
or not, Whs4evr!

Courtesy of Fan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Adam Reich (third singles)

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555 Ext. 169

© 2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Hye-Young Choi

908-301-2015, Direct
#1 REALTOR, Total Production - 11 Years!

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001

Sales Associate

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield. Newly listed classic center hall colonial in the heart of Wychwood. Beautiful
Setting, Spacious 3 Bedroom, Updated 2.5 Bath Impeccable and Charming home. Sunny
living room w/ frplc, formal dining room w/built-ins, updated kitchen with adjacent
den, new décor, refinished HWD FLRS, CAC, slate roof and expandable walk-up attic.
Private yard, close to school.      $875,000.

Virtual Tour Online:  523aldenave.com
Westfield. Spectacular 10 rm, 4 BR, 4 ½ BTH Dutch colonial on picturesque Street in
the Gardens. B.Vincensen 2 story addition w/gourmet KIT, MBR dressing rm ,office
and MBath. Gracious rms, high ceil, herringbone oak flrs, embellished molding, abundant
windows, custom built-ins. Welcoming Grand foyer, LR w/ large FPL, w/detailed mantle
& surround,holiday sized FDR, FR w/wet bar, FDR, full basement w/ Rec Rm & den,
laundry & BATH. 3rd flr get away. 3-zn HVAC HT/CAC, 2 CarG, Close to school,
transportation & town.      $1,399,000.

Westfield. Striking golf course views in the heart of prestigious Wychwood.  5 BR, 5
Bth classic colonial sits majestically on the 15th  green at Echo Lake Country Club.
Quality details include arched doorways, embellished millwork, accented ceilings,
refinished floors, impeccable décor, 2 fireplaces, 3 new baths and uncompromising
renovations. New kitchen (35x14) offers top of the line stainless appliances, custom
raised panel maple cabinets w/dentil molding trim and adjacent sunny dining area and
spectacular family/media room (30x14) Renovated library features pegged oak floors,
new bay window overlooking the golf course and custom cabinetry. Master BR w/luxury
bath, private guest suite, 3rd floor getaway w/ bedroom, sitting room and bath, newly
designed rec room and game room, and much more.      $1,899,000.

Westfield. Elegant SW corner unit, “The Chelmsford” 2nf flr w/elevator. Pristine, sunny
2 BR, 2 BTH, condo w/entrance foyer, LR w/ frplc & sliders to balcony, formal DR,
newer KIT w/dining area, large MBR w/walk-in closet, full BTH, Guest BR & hall BTH.
East access to town & transportation. 1 car garage, basement storage.      $550,000.

Open House: Sun. 6/13 • 1-4PM
1004 Sunny Slope

Mountainside. Dramatic Contemporary, 4 Bedroom,3 ½ BATH,on cul-de-sac with
winter views. Great room (32x20) with vault ceiling, floor to ceiling stone fireplace,
wall of windows and open Dining Room area. 2nd floor loft overlooks great room. Sunny
Kitchen, Master Bedroom suite with walk-in closet, luxury BATH & slider to private
DECK. Grade level with 3 Bedrooms, 2 BATH, FAMILY ROOM. Home a must see in
breathtaking location.      $699,000.
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May 1st -July 31st

Get up to an $8,000 credit back at closing.

Visit ColdwellBankerMoves.com
for complete details on this limited-time offer.

Purchase a participating house between May 1st and July 31st,
and the home seller will provide a credit back at close of 3%

of the accepted offer price, up to $8,000*.

Open to all home buyers
No income limitations
No property eligibility requirements

* Any pricing decision is in the seller’s sole discretion and is subject to negotiation between the buyer and
seller. Buyers are encouraged to contact their lender to ensure that participation will not adversely affect
their financing as well as an attorney or tax professional regarding any legal or tax implications. Certain sell-
ers may elect to extend the Buyer Bonus beyond the promotional period.

CRANFORD $399,000
Great Location! Ranch w/easy one-floor living w/lots of
space. 4BR 2 full BA on quiet street in desirable neighbor-
hood. Close to all!
MLS: 2760546 908-233-0065

Deceptively spacious sunny Ranch w/open floor plan, gour-
met Kitchen w/SS appliances, Breakfast Bar, Dining Area,
large LR, 4-season sunroom, great closet space.
MLS: 2750017 908-233-0065

WESTFIELD $599,000
Sunny Col w/updt EIK & BA, hwd flrs, antique wdwork,
high ceils, 1st flr laund, LR w/fpl, 6BR, FDR w/walk-in bay
wnd, FR, encld prch, nice yard w/deck. Great locn.
MLS: 2734293 908-233-0065

SCOTCH PLAINS $340,000
Cozy 5 room Ranch w/beautiful landscaped property.1/2
acre lot offers great potention to expand/update. Property
continues behind back.
MLS: 2774569 908-233-0065

SCOTCH PLAINS $1,375,000
Grand circa 1915 CH Col, exceptionally well-maintained, mag-
nificent grounds, many special details: zinc sink in sunroom, uptd
elevator, beaut hwd flrs & Mldgs, well water for sprinkler.
MLS: 2702932 908-233-0065

WESTFIELD $769,000
Very spacious Ranch w/4BR & 4 updated baths. Updated
Kitchen w/granite counters & new appliances.  Open Fam-
ily room area. Great yard.
MLS: 2736518 908-233-0065

SCOTCH PLAINS $449,000

MOUNTAINSIDE $779,000
Sunny home w/marvelously updt Kitchen, w/honed granite
counters, glorious Master suite. Too many designer touches
to mention! Beautiful yard w/deck & gazebo.
MLS: 2767652 908-233-0065


