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BLUE DEVIL BOYS GET 7TH IN 4X400, 8TH IN 4X800, GRAY 9TH IN JAVELIN

J. Henry 5th, Edwards 8th in 400 at MOC
Raider Mellana Places Fourth in Javelin

REICH RETURNS TO WIN KEY MATCH AT 3RD SINGLES

Blue Devil Tennis Boys Win
Tournament of Champions

By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WEST WINDSOR — The num-
bers are mind-boggling: One hun-
dred and twenty one wins and just six
losses! Think about that!

Playing one of the state’s year-in
and year-out toughest schedules, this
year’s Westfield High School senior
tennis players – Scott Bernstein,
Adam Reich, Justin Snyder and
Graeme Stahl – will graduate with a
team record of 121-6. The year-by-
year records are: 30-0, 31-1, 29-2,
31-3.

And those numbers include four
straight county titles, four straight
sectional titles, four straight state
Group 4 titles, four straight trips to
the Tournament of Champions, and
two (nearly four) TOC titles. The
final masterpiece was painted last
Thursday (June 3) at Mercer County
Park, a 3-2 victory over no. 1 ranked
Chatham.

The win avenged two earlier 3-2
losses to Chatham, in the finals of the
Delbarton and Newark Academy tour-
naments, and was the fifth victory (in
11 finals) by WHS in either the All-
Groups (1978, 1986, 1987) or Tour-
nament of Champions (2007, 2010)
formats.

And this was done after recent
graduations took guys like Kevin
Shallcross, Ravi Netravali and Evan
Eisenberg in 2008, and Dean Thomp-
son, James Chu and Greg Luppescu
last spring. The enormity of this TOC

win almost had coach George Kapner
speechless … but not quite.

“Our strength all year has been the
bottom of the lineup, third singles
and the doubles teams,” Kapner said.
“But in the tournament, we’ve had a
different guy get the key point in
almost every match … Scotty against
Franklin, Justin against Ridge, first
doubles against Dwight Englewood
on Wednesday. Today it was Adam.

“All year we talked about how there
were a dozen teams who could win
this. And there were. But match after
match, these kids would not lose.”

Like another WHS coaching leg-
end with the initials G.K. – Gary
Kehler – Kapner has long been a
proponent of the “live and die with
your seniors” philosophy. That can
be a good thing or sometimes a not-
so-good thing, but this year it was a
very good thing, because he had four
very, very good seniors.

Snyder and Stahl played varsity all
four years, earning a key point at
second doubles in the 2007 TOC vic-
tory over Newark Academy. Bernstein
and Reich were not among the top 12
on that 2007 powerhouse team, but
improved over time to the point where
they earned the no. 1 singles spots the
past two years.

The key to this season was the
return to the lineup of Reich. After
playing no. 1 a year ago, he had hip
surgery prior to the season and wasn’t
expected to return to the lineup. But
he made a fast recovery and was back

in the lineup at no. 3 singles for the
“pennant run.” His return also
strengthened the second doubles
team, with former no. 3 singles Tom
Kowalski joining Scott Thompson to
form a doubles duo almost as over-
powering as Stahl and Alan Chu at
no. 1 dubs.

With Bernstein and Snyder facing
rugged competition at first and sec-
ond singles all the way through the
final two weeks of the Group 4 tour-
nament and TOC (see Devil’s Den on
Page 12), and with the doubles team
chewing up all four opponents – win-
ning 103 games and losing just 38 –
it seemed every match turned on
Reich.

When the TOC final opponent was
Chatham, most of the pre-match
thinking was that it would come down

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Featuring the cream of the crop
from around the State of New Jersey,
several Westfield High School (WHS)
individuals, two Cranford Cougars
and one Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raider fared well at the NJSIAA track
& field Meet of Championship
(MOC) at Frank Jost Field in South
Plainfield on June 3.

Blue Devil junior Jon Henry ran in
a nose-to-nose battle to finish fifth in
the 400 meters with a time of 48.63.
In the last event of the meet, Jhakyse
Williams, Brian Henry, Pat Gray and
Jon Henry crossed seventh in the
4x400 relay with a time of 3:18.25.
Blue Devil junior Ashley Edwards
crossed eighth in the 400 meters with
a time of 58.12.

“It wasn’t my best run, but I placed.
I could have done better, but it is what
it is. The start, I could have gotten out
faster. The backstretch, I thought was
decent, but I feel good about it,” said
Edwards, who actually set the WHS
school record last week at the Group
4 meet with a time of 57.65.

Raider Frank Mellana had a toss of
188-09 on his second throw, which
was good enough for fourth place in
the javelin. Gray also competed in
the javelin and placed ninth with a
toss of 180-06. Entering as a wildcard,
Raider senior Kim Wenson had a fine
throw of 124 feet to place 13th in the
javelin. Raider Camille Handy placed
19th in the triple jump with a distance
of 35-03, and Quentin Blackwell
fouled out in his attempts in the long
jump.

Blue Devils Mike Kelley, Tyler
Cusick, Zach Lizmi and Sam Tooley
finished eighth in the 4x800 with a
time of 8:05.43, but the end of the
first leg created a lot of confusion

when a mass of seven runners at-
tempted to hand off at the same time,
and a few competitors were knocked
to the ground. Despite the bumping
and confusion, Kelley managed to
handoff to Cusick without either of
them falling.

“We were really close. Everybody
was running the same time. We all
came in. A lot of pushing, a lot of
shoving! I had to avoid one guy.
Thankfully we got the baton off with-
out any fall,” Kelley explained.

“It was a tough race, because the
first handoff, there were literally five
guys on the ground. It was a choppy
race, not as clean as the other races,
but it was OK, the result today,”
Cusick said. “We ran pretty solidly.
We got a little starstruck by the com-
petition. It’s tough racing everyone
[the best] in the state. The tempera-
ture was tough. There’s no shade.
There’s nowhere to hide at this place.
We just did our best to keep that
happy medium between cool enough

to not waste energy as we keep our
muscles warm.”

Blue Devil Claire Steven-Haas
qualified as a wildcard in the pole
vault event and wanted to get one last
chance to clear 10 feet, a height that
she had cleared once before. Last
week in the Group 4 meet at Egg
Harbor, she cleared 9-6, but there
was a bit of a fiasco in the event.

“They had a high jump crossbar,

and it was windy enough that the
wind was blowing it off. So eventu-
ally when we were jumping, they had
someone hold the crossbar until we
got down to the point with the pole
then they would take the thing away
that was holding it on,” Stevens-Haas
explained.

The opening height at the MOC
was 10 feet, so the pressure was even

 

OPEN HOUSE 

 
Come see our new pool deck,  
club house and entrance,  
renovated gated kiddie pool…  
and more! 
 

• FREE lessons for kids 
• Lap lanes 
• Diving boards 
• Youth swim team 
• Shaded picnic area 
• Playground 

 
Limited memberships available. Call 889-4804 or visit www.hscpool.com
Conveniently located at 1235 Martine Ave. in Scotch Plains. 

Saturday, June 12, 12-4 pm

(Raindate: June 19)

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Westfield Blue Devils 

PAL Flag Rugby 

Summer 2010 
 

Union County Rugby Football Club introduces  
 
Westfield Blue Devils PAL Flag Rugby – Summer 2010  
 
Co-Ed Non-contact Flag Rugby  
SID FAY and HOULIHAN FIELDS, Westfield  
 

Age Groups   June 1 5th – July 24th

 
OWLS          5-6 yrs     
FALCONS   7-8 yrs  Practice – Tuesday & Thursday 6:15-7:30  
HAWKS       9-11 yrs  Games – Saturday Mornings  
EAGLES     12-14 yrs  
 
Fees:  
$90.00 ($65 each additional child)  
 
Included in price:  
Rugby Ball, Official Team Shirt, Playing Shorts & Socks  
 
Our program teaches basic ball skills, game rules and team play, in a fun and  
enjoyable atmosphere. All participants play and are involved on an equal basis.  
Parents wishing to volunteer to help with practices or running home events 
most welcome.  
 
For more information or to sign up go to mudturtlerugby.net  
Or please contact:  
Diane Dabulas 908-591-7027 or dabulasj@comcast.net
Paul Harbaugh 908-370-4131 or paulh@hcicg.net

Blue Devil Futures Boys Lacrosse Camp 2010
For boys entering grades 2nd to 9th

Camp Staff
Westfield High School Boys Varsity Coach Marc Silbergeld

Westfield High School Boys Varsity Asst. Patrick Tuohy

WHS Alumni: Boomer Wertheimer, Mike Patella, Kevin Anderson, Gerry Benaquista
Kevin Anderson, Chris Mattes, Ryan Yarusi , CJ Patella, Chris Rhodes

Plus other members of the current WHS team

WEEK 1
June 28 – July 2
Monday—Friday
1:00pm – 4:00pm
Houlihan Field

WEEK 2
July 12 – July 16
Monday—Friday
9:00am – 12:00pm
Houlihan Field

One week Fee: $175.00 Register for both weeks and save $50 = $300.00

For more information call (908) 322-3780 or see http://devilsfuturelacrosse.com
Email devilsfuture1@gmail.com

________________________________________________________________

Blue Devil Futures Girls Lacrosse Camp
Girls Grades 3-8

Camp Staff 
WHS Girls Varsity Coach Brendan Hickey
WHS Girls Varsity Asst. Jocelyn Puschel

WHS Boys Varsity Coach Marc Silbergeld

WHS Alum & Current Players:
Alli MacDonald, Val Hoffman, Taylor Anderson,

Monica D’Amico, Michele Zaffuto, Kevin Anderson

…Plus other members of the current WHS team

Camp will be held at Houlihan Field
July 6th-9th

9:00am to 1:00pm

One week Fee: $175.00

For more information call (908) 322-3780 or see http://devilsfuturelacrosse.com
Email hickeybc@gmail.com

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

GET ONE MONTH
FREE RENT!

MOVE IN NOW!
1 BR/1 BA apartments from

$1,450/month
2 BR/2 BA apartments from

$1,775/month

Sign a 12-month lease and get 
the 13th month’s rent FREE!*

Elegantly appointed apartments include full-size washer/dryer
and free basic cable. Plus, clubhouse with heated pool, 

fitness center, cyber-library and activities director who plans 
community events. Garages and storage units available.

Call 908.206.9452
for hours and directions

www.MillenniumHomes.com

*On select units only.

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ

33698_MH4.2x5bw.indd 1 8/18/09 4:43:13 PM

Cranford High School Sports

See it online at

www.goleader.com

(link is at bottom of page)

Cranford Sports Archives

From September 2009 are available.

BELLO, NIZRI FARED WELL IN UCT

Raider Net Boys Faced
Demanding Schedule

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Union County had some very im-
proved teams this year with New
Providence, Governor Livingston
and, of course, Westfield, and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys tennis team also improved, but
they had to face a very demanding
schedule and finished with an 8-12
record.

Weather came into play with refer-
ence to the Raiders’ record. The sched-
uled Union, Cranford, Linden,
Wardlaw, Summit and AL Johnson of
Clark games were cancelled.

“Unfortunately due to bad weather,
we missed out on six matches that
other teams didn’t want to make up
and I believe we would of won all six
and would of had a season of 14-12,”
Raider Head Coach Gary Wasserman
said. “That didn’t happen.”

In addition to the Union County
rivals, the Raiders’s schedule included
powerhouses Ridge, Bridgewater-
Raritan and JP Stevens, all state sec-
tional qualifiers.

“It’s unfortunate when you play
such a demanding schedule. But on
the other hand, I would rather my
boys play tougher competition then
play the lesser talented teams. You
always play better when you play the
best,” coach Wasserman said.

The Raider boys, who made it to the
second round of the North Jersey,
Group 3, Section 2 Tournament, also
had a good showing by placing fifth in
the Union County Tournament (UCT).

Raider senior Dan Nizri, playing
the cream of the crop at first singles,
finished fifth in the UCT with a 6-1,
4-6, 6-4, victory over Summit’s Max
Pottinger.

Senior Steve Bello, an accom-

plished soccer player, used his
stamina to outlast Javier Sanchez of
New Providence in a marathon, 6-7
(2-7), 6-4, 6-2, match to capture third
in the UCT at second singles.

Competing at third singles, junior
Ezra Klemow finished eighth in the
UCT. Juniors Eric Leyden and Evan
Shlissel finished fourth in the UCT at
first doubles. Second doubles play-
ers Kyle Douglas and senior Michael
Riesenberg finished third in the UCT
with a 5-7, 6-3, 6-1, victory over Rob
Milman and Clifford Chu of Gover-
nor Livingston.

“Next year the team will be losing
Dan Nizri, Steven Bello and Michael
Riesenberg. That’s some big shoes to
fill,” said coach Wasserman, who
added, Klemow, Leyden and Evan
Shlissel, who have been selected tri
captains, and senior Douglas will have
to step it up. I am also very optimistic
with the pool of boys in the JV pro-
gram where a couple of guys can
make a difference. We went from 20
boys trying out to 33 boys this year
trying out for the varsity team. Since
I started coaching, I’ve instituted a
no-cut policy, which I believe has
started to pay dividends.”
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Probitas Verus Honos

Joe Nuxhall (age 15) Youngest
Major League Player – 6-10-44

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PICKING UP SOME GROUND…Blue Devil Tyler Cusick, left, begins to pick up ground in his leg of the 4x800 after there
was a mass collision of runners during the baton exchange. See photos on Cougar Online Exclusive page 3.


