
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, June 10, 2010 Page 5

*Limited time offer, expires 6/30/10, equipment must be installed by 7/15/10. Visit petro.com or call your local representative for complete terms and conditions. Subject to credit
approval by GE Money. **Local and state credits of up to $150 are also available and must also meet SEER and EER criteria to qualify. Must present ad at time of quote; cannot
be combined with other offers. Subject to change without notice. NJ Lic. No. NJ13VH03882400. ©2010 Petro. P_10209

when you buy any qualified AC system from Petro.*
GET A REBATE UP TO $1,000

SAVE
UPTO
$2,650
HURRY! It’s your last year to get up to $1,500 federal tax 
savings and 2010 local and state tax rebates up to $150!**
Plus $0 down and affordable monthly payments.*

Already have A/C? 
Contact us for your pre-season tune-up!

Call today!
866.539.5295
petro.com

PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION • 24/7 CUSTOMER SERVICE • SERVICE PLANS

*

Francis M. Smith, esq.
I’m the only attorney involved in your case.

Your personal injury gets my personal attention.

Friendly, honest representation

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

www.franksmithlaw.com

908-233-5800

The Law Offices of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ

Over 30 Years of
Experience Resolving Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries

Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

908-377-6761
522 Central Avenue, Westfield  Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!
Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.

“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Cranford High School Sports

See it online at

www.goleader.com

(link is at bottom of page)

Cranford Sports Archives

From September 2009 are available.

Puglisi Insurance Agency
1831 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-5150

“We Service Our Clients.”
Our 68th Year

A Family Institution Providing

Multiple Lines Of Insurance.

Specializing in:

AUTO / HOME / BUSINESS

www.puglisi-insurance.com

Travelers of NJ

Selective - Progressive

The Enterprise

By HORACE CORBIN
SAL CARUANA and PETER ECHAUSSE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

www.goleader.com/planet

Moral Courage Is Hardest When
Fighting Corruption or Injustice

By Sal Caruana
Former Westfield Councilman

One of the most powerful eulogies in
modern American history occurred 42
years ago this week. Senator Ted Kennedy
gave it after the tragic assassination of his
older brother, New York Senator Robert
Kennedy, during his Presidential cam-
paign. It lasted about 10 minutes and you
can find it on You Tube. The speech
inspired a new and younger generation
(my own) to pick up Bobby’s fallen torch
and reaffirmed core Democratic values
during a bitterly divisive time for both the
party and a nation at war.

“Moral courage is rarer than bravery in
battle,” said Teddy Kennedy, “and it is
the one essential and vital quality for
those who seek to change a world that
yields most painfully to change. Few of
us will have the greatness to bend history,
but each of us can work to change a small
portion of events…and thus the history of
our generation will be written.”

Moral courage is hardest when you are
fighting corruption or injustice against
much stronger forces, and Kennedy
warned to be well prepared for
“censure…wrath… (and) disapproval”
under such adverse circumstances. We
didn’t know it at the time, but he was
giving Tina Renna some very good ad-
vice.

For the last few years, there has been
an epic battle going on between Cranford
resident Tina Renna, who is demanding
honesty and transparency in government,
and the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders who treats dissidents with
contempt and public accountability with
disdain.

On one side is the moral courage of
Mrs. Renna in waging this daily slugfest
for the citizen’s rights to open govern-
ment and public records. On the other
side is the moral cowardice of the free-
holders in guarding records and infor-
mation, which may reveal suspected
spending and hiring abuses — which
often accompany one-party rule. The
freeholder board has been all-Demo-
cratic for many years, and the County
Manager George Devanney is the
nephew of powerful Union County
Democratic boss and legislator State
Senator Ray Lesniak.

Caught in the middle of this dispute are
legitimate questions of cronyism, nepo-
tism, political favors and bossism; waste-

ful spending and expense abuse. The side-
show involves a political stooge mas-
querading as county communications di-
rector whose public arrogance towards
this newspaper and other inquiring minds
complements that of some of the Free-
holders and demeans his office.

Public service, to most of us who have
served, means affording respect to all of
the people — and especially those who
exercise their right to hold your feet to the
fire. The constitution guarantees both
majority rule and equal protection for the
minority — any minority — no matter
how small, vocal or critical. Anything
less is poor and arrogant government, or
one with much to hide.

I have never met Tina Renna, but did
make a donation to her organization, the
Union County Watchdog Association, in
2007. It was in response to the Freehold-
ers instituting a new $8 an hour labor
charge to those who filed written requests
for specific public documents under the
Open Public Records Act. Clearly it was
a policy that targeted Renna and her lim-
ited pocketbook — and a disgraceful one
at that since its legality was highly in
doubt.

Union County eventually came to that
conclusion too in response to Renna’s
subsequent lawsuit, and the policy was
rescinded. What got to me, and my wallet
at the time, was the outrageous freehold-
ers’ attempt to construct a financial wall
between citizens and the truth about their
government.

In another fracas last year, the ACLU
came to Renna’s successful defense when
her questions at a freeholder meeting
regarding relatives on the county pay-
roll were permanently barred. You know
things must really be bad when the ACLU
has to ride into town to chastise a gov-
erning body of all Democrats. The scary
thing is that we may never know just
how bad. Not unless moral crusaders
like Tina Renna and her ally Pat
Quattrocchi succeed with our support
and “change a small portion of events”
for the better.

How can we help? By voting in at least
one opposition candidate for any of the
three freeholder spots this November and
ending one-party rule that has grown
abusive in Union County.

Fortunately for us, the ultimate moral
authority in a democratic society rests
with “we the people.”

There Was Much Beauty Found In
The Memorial Day Ceremony

Letters to the Editor

I would like to compliment those who
annually work on the preparations for our
towns’ Memorial Day parades. Their ef-
forts bring together and coordinate the
many organizations that are represented
in a wonderful Scotch Plains tradition. I
immediately noticed, and very much ap-
preciated, the improvement of a new
speaker system that allowed us to better
hear the opening program far along Park
Avenue from Front Street and almost
reaching East Second Street.

However, I am distressed at the scant
attention paid by many residents to the
speeches, introductions and ceremony that
gives Memorial Day its meaning. We
seem to need a reminder about appropri-
ate behavior.

Some of our neighbors have forgotten
that respectful attention should be paid
when honoring our veterans and welcom-
ing guests to the podium. Invocations,
blessings, the Pledge of Allegiance, the
National Anthem and other parts of the
ceremony deserve that those in atten-
dance pause rather than continue their
walk down the street, to get up from a
chair and stand in place with hand over
heart, with hats removed and to refrain
from loud talking in front of the speeches
and performances at the gazebo.

Don’t we come to the Memorial Day
Parade to express pride and common love
of country at least as much for our indi-
vidual entertainment?

The dignitaries and honorees gave
genuine and moving remarks. Special
praise should be noted for the Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School Music De-
partment, whose outstanding perfor-
mances (especially this year’s exceptional
choral performance of God Bless
America) should make every resident
proud. There was much beauty to be
found in the Memorial Day ceremony
this year for those who would pause for a
moment to listen.

Brenda Kay-Kucin
Scotch Plains

Lawn Mowers and Weed Whackers
Cause Westfielder’s Head to Explode
Thank you for publishing Mr.

MacDonalds’ letter, “Lawn Maintenance
taking over the town.” I thought I was the
only one in Westfield whose head ex-
plodes when on a beautiful summer day

eating dinner with my family that all of a
sudden leaf blowers, lawn mowers and
weed whackers for the next 45 minutes,
invade us.

We should not have to deal with all the
noise. Has anyone noticed, leaf blowers
are louder now than what they were just
a couple of years ago? Does anyone have
a study to prove that?

You always hear candidates talk about
quality of life issues. Well, here is a
quality of life issue our town leaders need
to openly talk about during a council
meeting. Instead of blowing wind with
campaign promises when they are run-
ning for office, here is something they
should act on.

In my opinion, our town leaders need
to talk about changing the noise ordi-
nance hours. This will let the voters in
Westfield know where each ward repre-
sentative stands on this issue so when
these officials come up for re-election,
we will know if we should vote for them
or not.

I spoke to Mr. MacDonald and told
him nothing is going to be changed. This
council will not discuss it. It has been
buried under the to do list pile for years.
The only way it will be discussed is if past
councilmen Peter Echausse and Sal
Caruana ask Mayor Skibitsky to discuss
changing the ordinance. Both of these
well-respected gentlemen thought, at one
time, the noise ordinance needed to be
tweaked.

The only other way this could be
changed is if WECARE gets involved.

This change will not affect contractors
where a house is being built. Once the
roof is on, all of the work inside can
proceed. This would only affect the lawn
cutting business.

Does anyone else in Westfield feel the
same; or are Mr. MacDonald and I, just
old grouchy men?

John Mancini
WestfieldMcGory Graduates

U.S. Military Academy
WEST POINT, N.Y. – Cadet Daniel

Ian McGrory, the son of Kevin and Marie
McGrory of Westfield, graduated from
the U.S. Military Academy on May 22.

Cadet McGrory graduated from
Westfield High School in 2006. While at
West Point, he majored in economics and
minored in terrorism studies. For his work
in the field of combating terrorism, he
received the General Russell and Paula
Howard Award for Excellence. Dan was
on the dean’s list all eight semesters. He
was commissioned as a second lieutenant
in the U.S. Army within the Army Avia-
tion branch.

For his first assignment, Dan will re-
port to Fort Rucker, Ala. for flight school.
While attending the United States Air
Force Academy for a semester, Dan
earned his Air Force free fall wings and
Army Air Assault wings during summer
training.

Courtesy of Don Caldwell
EVERYONE LOVES A PARADE...Larry Darrow takes Carol Kearney for a
ride on his 40-year-old fire truck in Garwood. The speedy truck he calls Patriot
has a siren, lights and flags. It performed in the past in Plainfield parades.

Wilson School Reunion
Celebrates 75 Years

WESTFIELD – Dozens of Wilson El-
ementary School alumni and former fac-
ulty and staff attended a reunion and
celebration of Wilson’s 75th birthday last
month. Alumni who attended as long ago
as the 1940s walked the halls, peering
into old classrooms, remembering child-
hood years spent there. Also in atten-
dance were retired teachers Muriel
Northover and Helen Grygiel.

A reception was held in the school’s
gym, with a slideshow featuring more
than 550 class photos, some as early as
the 1960s and others up to present day.
Joseph Malanga, current principal of the
school, reviewed the history of Wilson’s
founding and growth over the years.

Former principal Andrew Perry re-
counted anecdotes – some funny, some
touching – about his years at the school.
Others spoke about the school, including
teacher Lisa Quackenbush, alumnus Rob-
ert Gude (who wore the wooden apple he
received as a kindergartner in the 1960s)
and former PTA President Betty List.

Music teacher Theodore Hendricks led
the fifth-grade bell choir as the members
played “Somewhere Over The Rainbow,”
a piece composed in the 1930s, close to
the time of Wilson’s founding. Children
in the audience joined the bell choir in
singing a new Wilson song he had com-
posed in honor of the 75th birthday cel-
ebration, “Here’s to You, Wilson School!”

A DVD of the reunion, can be pur-
chased for $5. Contact Jackie Walters at
(908) 232-3491 or email
walters_jackie@yahoo.com. Also see
Facebook.


