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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

NJEA Rips Christie Over
Change in Merit-Pay Proposal
The so-called “agreement” be-

tween the Christie Administration and
the New Jersey Education Associa-
tion (NJEA) is over after the gover-
nor rejected language in a Race to the
Top grant application to the Obama
Administration by his education com-
missioner, Bret Schundler.

The revised application offers merit
pay to individual teachers based on
student performance instead of the
plan Mr. Schundler and the NJEA
supported, in which half of the money
for teacher bonuses would go for
school-wide programs.

The NJEA also opposes Mr.
Christie’s efforts to let school dis-
tricts disregard seniority when deter-
mining which staff members should
be laid off.

When speaking to reporters about
Mr. Schundler’s agreement with the
NJEA, the governor said, “This is my
administration; I’m responsible for
it, and I make the decisions.”
Lawmakers Seek NJSIAA Audit

Over Spending Practices
The Senate Education Committee

has released legislation, sponsored
by two Democrats, Senate President
Stephen Sweeney and Assemblyman
John Burzichelli (both LD-3, West
Deptford), to direct the State Com-
mission of Investigation (SCI) to au-
dit the financial practices of the state’s
largest high school sports associa-
tion, the New Jersey Interscholastic
Athletic Association (NJIAA). Me-
dia reports say executives make six-
figure salaries while the organization
gouges fans with excessive ticket
prices for high school state tourna-
ments and playoffs, including the
state’s wrestling championships that
have been held in Atlantic City for
the past 16 years.

In addition, Mr. Burzichelli (LD-3,
West Deptford) called NJIAA’s re-
quest for public-school districts to
increase ticket prices at sporting
events “unacceptable and inappro-
priate,” saying the agency has re-
fused to curtail its spending.

Judicial Panel Resigns Over
Non-Reappointment of Justice
All seven members of the state’s

Judicial Advisory Panel, which re-
views nominees to the state Superior
Court, resigned en masse last week to
protest Governor Chris Christie’s
decision not to renominate Supreme
Court Justice John Wallace for the

remaining 22 months he could serve
before reaching the mandatory re-
tirement age for state judges of 70,
The Star-Ledger reported. Supreme
Court judges serve seven years be-
fore they face reappointment by the
governor.

Members on the panel include
former Supreme Court justices James
Coleman, Alan Handler, Stewart Pol-
lock and Deborah Poritz; Kean Uni-
versity Professor Susan Lederman,
Goya Foods General Counsel Carlos
Ortiz and former state appellate judge
Harold Wells.

New York GOP Picks Lazio
Over Levy in Gubernatorial Bid

New York State Republicans have
picked former challenger to Hillary
Clinton in the 2000 U.S. Senate race,
Rick Lazio, as their candidate for
governor, the Associated Press has
reported. Democrats have selected
current state Attorney General An-
drew Cuomo, the son of former gov-
ernor Mario Cuomo. Mr. Lazio, who
represented Long Island in Congress
from 1993 to 2001, was chosen over
Democrat-turned-Republican Steve
Levy, the current Suffolk County ex-
ecutive.

Roselle BOE Member Arrested
Following Police Chase in Cranf.

Roselle Board of Education mem-
ber Michael Boyd, 39, was arrested
last week after leading police on a
two-town chase that ended when his
car flipped over, nj.com reported.
Boyd’s vehicle, police said, matched
the description of a vehicle seen leav-
ing a car burglary on Munsee Drive in
Cranford. Boyd’s car rolled over and
hit a telephone pole on Aldene Road.

Boyd was arrested and charged with
criminal mischief, burglary to a motor
vehicle, eluding a law enforcement
officer, theft and resisting arrest, along
with numerous motor vehicle viola-
tions, according to the report, noting a
duffle bag filled with $1,700 in stolen
property from the Cranford burglary
was found in Boyd’s car. He was being
held in lieu of $25,000 bail in the
Union County jail.

STAHL FARELLA
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Criminal Defense
Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney and

recognized as a “Super Lawyer” in the field of
White Collar Criminal Defense

Civil & Employment Litigation
Christopher Farella recognized as “Super Lawyer” for

Employment Litigation (Defense) and Corporate Counsel

DWI & Municipal Court
220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908 301 9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

NEWLY INSTALLED…After six years of service to the Westfield Foundation,
Rabbi Charles Kroloff, left, poses with the newly installed president, Anthony
J.R. Cook.

Westfield Foundation
Changes Leadership

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Foundation recently held its annual
meeting at Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield. A highlight of the evening
was the changing of the guard within
the foundation.

 After serving as a trustee for six
years, including president of the
board for two years, Rabbi Charles
Kroloff handed over the gavel and
duties of president to Anthony J.R.
Cook.

Mr. Cook, a trustee for the past
four years, previously served as vice-
president on the board. Mr. Cook’s
main goal over the next two years as
president is to make the foundation
more known to the public. He is
looking forward to enhancing the
recognition of the Westfield Foun-
dation in the surrounding area. In his
speech, Mr. Cook paraphrased a
quote by John D. Rockefeller, “Think
of giving not only as a duty but as a
privilege.” Mr. Cook is very active
in the Westfield, currently serving
on various boards in the community.

Also at the annual meeting, two
recipients spoke about the impact of
their grants from the Foundation on
their organizations. Tom Beck of
Jewish Family Services discussed
how grant money was used to sup-
port a Safety in the Home project as
well as nurses for elder care and a
child psychiatrist.

Rutgers Master Gardeners, repre-
sented by T.J. Karns, Madeline

DiNardo and Deb Naha, spoke about
how previous grants have allowed
the volunteers to conduct more ef-
fective outreach programs with the
purchase of a laptop and projector
system, as well as maintaining vari-
ous gardens in the Watchung Reser-
vation.

The group said goodbye to three
members of the foundation for the
last six years: Rabbi Kroloff, who
has served as president for two years;
Lois Hely, who has served as nomi-
nating chairwoman, and Warren
Hanscom, who has served as secre-
tary and chairman of the investment
committee for several years.

The Westfield Foundation is a non-
profit foundation whose mission is
to promote the betterment of
Westfield and its surrounding com-
munities. The foundation favors
grants for programs or projects that
focus primarily on the community
of Westfield or groups serving the
Westfield community. The areas of
focus include education; the arts and
other cultural activities; civic, health
and human services; community
development; and the conservation
and preservation of historical re-
sources.

For information about the founda-
tion or to make a contribution, con-
tact Betsy Chance, executive direc-
tor, at foundation@westfieldnj.com
or (908) 233-9787 or visit
thewestfieldfoundation.com.

Investors Savings Bank Fdn. Awards
$5,000 to Senior Citizens Council

UNION — The Investors Savings
Bank Foundation has awarded a chari-
table grant of $5,000 to the Senior
Citizens Council of Union County.

The council offers a variety of ser-
vices that include medical and dental
referral services; residential mainte-
nance; and sponsored day trips, health
fairs and educational events. A newly
expanded program is the Computer
Connection for Seniors, a classroom-
based training series designed to help
senior citizens become more com-
puter literate. The grant funds will be
put toward costs associated with the
program such as equipment and in-
structor fees.

“Helping seniors become more
comfortable with computer technol-
ogy will make their lives easier in

numerous areas,” said Richard Stone,
executive director of the Senior Citi-
zens Council. “For example, it can
improve the way they communicate
with family and friends. By making
information easily accessible, it can
also provide seniors with faster an-
swers to questions on Social Security
and health care.”

“The generosity of the Investors Sav-
ings Bank Foundation will enable us to
continue the pursuit of a grassroots mis-
sion that began in 1971,” said Ellen
Steinberg, the council’s chairwoman.

Kevin Cummings, president and
chief executive officer of Investors
Savings Bank, said, “We applaud the
Senior Citizen’s Council’s efforts to
use technology to improve the lives
of seniors in Union County.”

Menendez Bill Would Eliminate
Tax Breaks to ‘Big Oil’

The Close Big Oil Tax Loopholes
Act, sponsored by Senator Robert
Menendez (D-N.J.) would eliminate
tax breaks for large oil companies while
allowing some tax deductions and cred-
its for oil companies with revenues of
under $100 million annually, accord-
ing to The Star-Ledger.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON TO THE FALL CAMPAIGN...Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) meets with a
Republican candidate for Union County Freeholder,  Ellen Dickson of Summit,
at a fundraiser at the home of Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield).
Ms. Dickson serves as a councilwoman in Summit.
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