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PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM

Bill Logue, RFC, CCPS
Financial Planner

908-228-8400
BillLogue.com
Blogue.retirementtime.com

Registered Representative of INVEST Financial Corporation (INVEST), member FINRA/SIPC. 
INVEST and its affiliated insurance agencies offer securities, advisory services and certain 
insurance products and are not affiliated with Clear Focus, LLC.

Call or stop by for a complimentary 
Retirement Plan Analysis.

10fj8278-0611-71596

    Is your financial
advisor MIA?(Missing in Action)
When was the last time you sat do
to review your investments?

When was the last time your finan
along with your attorney and CPA

Individualized Financial
Planning Services:

• Education Planning
• Retirement Planning
• Investment Planning
• Risk Planning
• Estate Planning

Located at
1199 Route 22 East

Mountainside, NJ 07092

Saturday June 12, 2010

10 a.m. Until 4 p.m.
Rain or Shine

$20.00 before tour

$25.00 at door

The Garden Club of Westfield 
presents

The

PAPILLON

GARDEN TOUR

Tickets may be purchased at Williams Nursery, Tom the 

Green Grocer, Baron’s Drugs or Christoffers Flowers

For further information please call 908 233 7572

We invite you to spend a lovely day

Divorce & Mediation

Estate Planning & Probate

General Practice

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. & Sat. Appointments

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney

N.J. Divorce Mediator

Vo-Tech Students Show
Off First Electric Vehicle

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union County
Vocational-Technical (Vo-Tech) stu-
dents and their professor showed off the
school’s first completely plug-in elec-
tric vehicle to the media last Thursday.
Senior classes at the Scotch Plains cam-
pus took a Chevrolet S-10 pickup truck
and converted it from a fully gasoline-
powered engine to a fully electric-pow-
ered one.

The process took more than six
months, starting in October and ending
in late March, course instructor Gregg
Force told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

As an all-electric vehicle, the pickup
has zero tailpipe emissions and can be
charged by plugging into a standard
household outlet. The students used an
electric drive train and battery system
made in the United States by Electric
Auto Shop, Inc., a company that spe-
cializes in curriculum materials that train
students in electric-vehicle technology.

Vo-Tech is one of only a handful of
high schools in the country that have
begun teaching electric-vehicle tech-
nology as part of a hands-on automotive
curriculum. Funding for the program
came from a federal Perkins Grant,
which provides for innovative strate-
gies to help prepare students for the
workplace.

Mr. Force explained that students first
reworked the suspension and converted
the truck’s standard bed into a tilt bed.
All the gasoline-powered accessories –
cooling system, exhaust system and fuel
system – were then taken out. After,
students fitted the vehicle with an elec-
tric DC motor and an on-board charger.

“It’ll run all your accessories, 12-
volt-wise,” said Mr. Force, standing in
front of the truck’s open hood during a
sweltering early June day. “You [have]
got lights, horn, wipers, radio, heater. It
has a DC-to-DC converter, which takes
144 volts from the big battery pack and
knocks it down to 12, so we can charge
our 12-volt batteries. So, all that charg-
ing happens all at once. It has a vacuum-
powered brake system, as usual. The
only thing it does not have is air condi-
tioning, and on a day like today, that
would be nice.”

The professor summed up the experi-
ence of driving the truck by saying,
“Basically, it drives like a golf cart. You
step on the gas, you go; you let go of the
gas, and you come to a stop. The brakes
work the same. There is a safety-inertia
switch, which means if you get into an
accident, all power gets cut off.”

Mr. Force extolled the efforts of his
students, who, he said, “did 100 percent
of the work.” He was also pleased that the
project involved some fabrication work.

“That was good for the kids to do here
because a lot of them don’t get the

chance to do that anymore,” he said.
“When I grew up, we used to fix bikes
and lawnmowers, and [now], some of
these guys don’t get that opportunity.”

“Would you do it again?” Patrick
Mauro, principal of Union County Vo-
Tech, asked Mr. Force during the ses-
sion.

“If I had the opportunity, yes, I would,”
the professor replied.

“Students, would you do it again?”
Mr. Mauro asked the class before a
collective affirmative response was
heard.

“That’s the proof right there,” Mr.
Mauro said to The Leader and The Times.

The only “drawback,” the professor
noted, is that the vehicle was donated
from General Motors (GM) around
1995. When GM donates a product, the
VIN (vehicle identification number) gets
wiped; therefore, there is no way to title
the vehicle and subsequently drive it
legally on public roads. Mr. Force said
the school still intends on using the truck on
private property around campus, to dem-
onstrate its viability to the community and
with the goal of encouraging more wide-
spread use of electric vehicles.

Union County Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski, who rode shotgun in the
pickup during a quick jaunt around the
campus, left the auto-technology shop
impressed.

“What I’m thinking is that these kids
are on the cutting-edge of auto mechan-
ics now,” she told The Leader and The
Times. “This is the generation that will
be coming up with new technology.”

Thomas Bistocchi, superintendent of
Union County Vo-Tech, said to The
Leader and The Times, “Employers come
to see us all the time because they want
these kids. These are the kids who go into
dealerships because they have been
trained” in electrical mechanics and tech-
nology. The preparation at Vo-Tech, he
said, puts these teenagers at an advan-
tage over even the most seasoned of
auto-shop workers, most of whom have
to return to school and first learn the
new technology. Students graduating
from Vo-Tech are ASE-certified (auto-
motive service excellence), a national
certification. “We set the program up to
meet the national standards, so they
have the skills when they walk in,” Mr.
Bistocchi said. “It works out well for
the kids…They are way ahead of the
curve.”

Reflecting on the project after re-
viewing details with the public and the
media, Mr. Force called the project “a
good hands-on teaching tool.”

“It really went well, and I think we all
had a good time doing it. It was a project
that they should be very proud of and very
thankful to be involved with because when
I went to school, there was nothing like this.
Most of them are going to tech schools, and
they’re going to teach some of this stuff.”

Michael Pollack  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IT’S ELECTRIC...Union County Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, left, makes an
observation during a Union County Vocational-Technical High School  demon-
stration of a completely plug-in electric vehicle, as Union County Vo-Tech
Principal Patrick Mauro, professor Gregg Force and Vo-Tech Superintendent
Thomas Bistocchi, left to right, look on next to Ms. Kowalski.

WHS Seniors to Celebrate
Anniversary of BASH

WESTFIELD — The Optimist
Club of Westfield will celebrate an-
other Project Graduation BASH
with the Westfield High School
(WHS) graduating class on Wednes-
day, June 23. This will be the 21st
anniversary of the Optimist Club
Project Graduation BASH, a tradi-
tion for graduating seniors.

Over the past 20 years, approxi-
mately 85 percent of the graduat-
ing class has attended BASH. The
purpose of the event is to provide a
fun, safe, drug and alcohol-free
atmosphere for the senior class to
celebrate its high school gradua-
tion.

More than 7,000 Westfield High
School graduates have had joyous
and safe celebrations at the annual
Project Graduation BASH.

Project Graduation BASH, the
Optimist Club signature project, is
an all-night graduation event for
the WHS senior class on the night
of graduation. The substance-free
celebration is sponsored and fi-
nanced by the Optimist Club, and
contributions from parents and lo-

cal businesses are an important part
of BASH funding.

“BASH has provided a safe ha-
ven for our students on graduation
night – many now even return to
chaperone subsequent events,” said
Darielle Walsh, chairwoman of
Project Graduation BASH. “We are
often reminded of the importance
of this night by young adults re-
turning to the community after col-
lege with stories about “their
BASH.”

The Optimist Club is a not-for-
profit service club composed of men
and women who live and/or work in
the Westfield area.

The Optimist Club of Westfield,
chartered as a chapter of Optimist
International in 1989, is an organi-
zation whose mission is being “a
friend of youth.”

The 60 members of the Westfield
Chapter have served the youth and
families of our community for over
21 years through service projects,
community activities, support for
needy families and academic pro-
grams and competitions.

Panel to Consider Ban on
Unsolicited Text-Message Ads

TRENTON — The Assembly
Consumer Affairs Committee is
scheduled to consider bipartisan leg-
islation this morning that would ban
unsolicited text-message advertis-
ing that results in a charge of time or
money to consumers’ cell phone ac-
counts.

Assembly Republican Conference
Leader Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield) sponsored the measure
after hearing concerns about the text
messages from constituents.

“People should not have to pay for
annoying messages they never re-
quested,” Mr. Bramnick said. “Cell
phones have become important parts
of our lives that keep us connected
with family, friends and colleagues,
but that doesn’t mean advertisers
should have the right to a captive and
unwilling audience.”

Under the legislation, any text-
message advertisement would be
banned if it results in a charge, or
reduction of minutes, from the
recipient’s account. Advertisers
would be allowed to send one mes-

sage asking consumers for permis-
sion to send advertisements. Adver-
tisers who send messages without
permission would be charged under
the Consumer Fraud Act, which car-
ries maximum fines of $10,000 for a
first offense and $20,000 for addi-
tional violations. Offenders would
be subject to an additional penalty of
up to $30,000 if they knew the victim
is a senior citizen or disabled.

“Senior citizens and the disabled
should not be targeted for fraud just
because they have a cell phone num-
ber,” Mr. Bramnick said. “This is a
fair way to protect cell phone users
from fraud and unfair charges while
still allowing advertisers to reach
consumers who are willing to receive
messages.

The legislation, A-633, is also spon-
sored by Assembly Consumer Af-
fairs Committee Chairman Paul
Moriarty (LD-4, Blackwood), whose
committee is scheduled to consider
the proposal at 10 a.m. today in Com-
mittee Room 13 in the State House
Annex.

Bramnick Talks Iranian
Divestiture at Conference

TRENTON — Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21 Westfield), the Re-
publican Conference Leader in Tren-
ton, will facilitate a bipartisan press
conference at 11 a.m. today, Thurs-
day, June 10, at the Statehouse to
discuss the state’s latest efforts to
divest from foreign companies that
do business with Iran.

The press conference will coincide
with the anniversary of last year’s
Iranian post-election protests. The
speakers will also release an updated
list of companies that engage in busi-
ness with Iran and are not eligible for
pension-fund investment.

According to the Assembly Repub-
lican Office, the state was required to
divest from companies doing business
with Iran after the passage of A-3043

in 2007, which was sponsored in the
Assembly by Assemblywoman Linda
Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) and As-
semblyman Bramnick, and in the Sen-
ate by Senator Robert Singer (LD-30,
Lakewood) and Senator Joseph Vitale
(LD-19, Woodbridge).

Among the speakers at the press
conference will be Asm. Bramnick,
Sen. Singer, Sen. Vitale, Senator Kip
Bateman (LD-16, Somerville), Asw.
Stender, David Lentz, chairman of
the Community Relations Commit-
tee of United Jewish Communities
MetroWest, and high school students
from the teen-led organization, No
Nukes for Iran.

The press conference will be held
in Conference Room 209 of the State-
house.

Next WF BOE Meeting to Feature
A Proposed Strategic-Plan Discussion
WESTFIELD - The nextWestfield

Board of Education meeting will be
held on Tuesday, June 15, at 8 p.m. in
the Board Room at 302 Elm Street.

The business agenda will include a
report on the proposed framework
for the district’s new strategic plan. It
will follow the presentation of reso-
lutions to Westfield High School staff
who received recent awards. They
include James Rowan, Latin teacher,
recipient of the Distinguished Teacher
of the Year Award at Westfield High

School; Lauren Durante, Italian
teacher, who was presented with
the WHS-PTSO Outstanding
Teacher Award; Terri Martins, para-
professional at Westfield High
School, who received the Robert
and Linda Foose Memorial Award
for Excellence in Education, and
Roy Chambers, art teacher at
Westfield High School, who was
honored with Princeton University’s
Distinguished Secondary School
Teaching Award.


