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Courtesy of Lilia  Perez
A FESTIVE EVENING...Johan Hernandez and Amelia Brause are one of the
happy couples at Scotch Plains-Fanwood Higfh School’s senior prom held May
28 at Pines Manor in Edison.

Courtesy of Lilia Perez
THE MANY FACES OF PROM...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School seniors
Melissa Goldberg and Jeremy Busch enjoy their senior prom night together.
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Courtesy of Michael Ferrante
ACROSS AMERICA…Rancher Dan and his friends in Idaho catch up with the
latest Primary Election news in New Jersey by reading The Westfield Leader, hand
delivered by Michael Ferrante of Weehawken during his annual cross-country
trip on his Harley. Pictured is Dan D. Cone at his ranch in Fruitland, Idaho. See
www.goleader.com/photos.

Courtesy of Amelia Brause
LOVELY COUPLES...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School seniors gather outside
Kathryn Dinizo’s house before the senior prom.

Michael Pollack  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONVERSION COMPLETE...Seniors at the Union County Vo-Tech School in
Scotch Plains show off the school’s first completely plug-in electric vehicle last
Thursday afternoon. To learn more about the process of converting the former
gasoline-powered Chevy pickup, see story on page 2.

Mside Seeks New Business
Admin.; Principal Resigns

By ERIC D. WILDSTEIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Board of Edu-
cation Business Administrator Roderic
McLaughlin has announced his resigna-
tion effective Thursday, July 1. The BOE
has not yet named an interim business
administrator while the district begins to
search for a permanent replacement. Ad-
ditionally, the school board has accepted
the resignation of Deerfield School Prin-
cipal Robert Phillips.

Chief School Administrator Jeanette
Baubles told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times on Friday that the school board
accepted Mr. McLaughlin’s resignation
at its May 25 meeting and that he would
stay with the district through Wednes-
day, June 30.

“He said he had a great run but that it
was time to move on to another district,”
she said.

Mr. McLaughlin has accepted a simi-
lar position with the North Highlands
Regional High School Board of Educa-
tion in Allendale, Bergen County. His
new salary will be $146,000., according
to northjersey.com.

Mr. McLaughlin’s resignation follows
that of former CSA Peter O’Malley,
who left the district in 2008 after three

Fate of Crossing Guards
Fuels WF Council Discussion

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The conversation be-
came heated at Tuesday night’s Westfield
Town Council meeting when resident
Jim Baker brought up the potential layoff
of crossing guards.

The council announced weeks ago that it
was cutting $73,000 from the crossing-
guard budget and that 18 to 20 posts might
be reduced or eliminated in September.
Public Safety Committee Chairwoman
JoAnn Neylan said that nothing is “set in
stone” yet and that her committee is work-
ing with the police department and board of
education to meet the budget constraints.

Mr. Baker raised the issue of crossing
guard elimination with the council and stated
that he felt no guards should be eliminated.
He also said he felt the council should look
at safety first, rather than to begin with a
budget number and then cut positions.

Councilwoman Neylan said all of the
cuts would be done “with the safety of the
children first and foremost.” She also told
Mr. Baker that things have changed over
the years because of added traffic signals
and elementary-school redistricting, but
that crossing guard posts have not been
reevaluated.

Town Administrator James Gildea told
Mr. Baker that the police department has
recommended 25 positions for potential
cuts and that the council had discussed
making the cuts for this school year, but
decided to postpone it until September.

Mr. Baker also questioned if members
of the council had spoken to their con-
stituents about cutting crossing guards,
saying that no one had contacted him.
Fourth Ward Councilman James Foerst
laughed and responded that, “I don’t think
anyone has any questions about how you
stand.” His response angered Mr. Baker,
who said, “I don’t like being laughed at

by a town council member on a very
serious matter.”

Councilman Foerst and Third Ward
Councilman Mark Ciarrocca criticized
Mr. Baker for wearing a crossing-guard
uniform in a political advertisement sev-
eral years ago but not volunteering for
walking school bus program in his
Franklin School neighborhood.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky attempted to
intervene in the discussion by telling Mr.
Baker that there have been budget “cuts
in all departments.” Mr. Baker countered
that cuts have not been made in the legal
department, but Mayor Skibitsky pointed
out that the recently hired public de-
fender did take a lower salary than the
previous person.

Mayor Skibitsky ended the conversa-
tion by saying that under the town’s
budget constraints, the council has had
to make “very difficult decisions this
year” but that officials will “do them
responsibly.”

Director Dan Weiss estimated that
leaving both libraries as is would re-
quire spending an estimated $10 mil-
lion over the next decade to maintain
the two buildings and to bring their
amenities up to code.

Meanwhile, “nothing will change
right now,” Mrs. Kolaya said, while
the two boards of trustees examine
the various legal ramifications of any
possible merger. “There’s a lot of
complexity.” She added, “Our incli-
nation is to believe that whatever we
do together would be beneficial.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Lib. Merger

Councilman Robert Manduca sug-
gested that shared services ventures
do not “have to be as aggressive as a
whole department” to be worth ex-
ploring.

Mayor Mahr said the borough needs
to “look where we can go easy into
next steps,” indicating that the police
and public works departments would
require “big paradigm shifts” and
might not be suitable starting points.

“It takes effort,” Mr. Valian told the
governing body. “I hope you guys get
some work done, because everyone’s
expecting something; it takes a lot of
courage to pull the trigger…and ac-
tually make these changes.”

Oakwood Court resident Joe Nagy
was the only one present for public
comments. He told the council, “You
have to get the feeling of where the
public is” on shared services.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Shared

years to take a superintendent position
with Matawan-Aberdeen school district
in Monmouth County.

Mr. McLaughlin joined Mountainside
in the summer of 2005, replacing Paul
Vissuso, who had been removed by the
district following questionable account-
ing procedures discovered by the
district’s auditor. Mr. McLaughlin pre-
viously had served as interim business
administrator in the office of the Union
County Superintendent of Schools, a
state office.  He was appointed at a
starting salary of $100,000 and would
have earned $135,722 in 2010-2011, the
same salary as the previous year.

Mr. McLaughlin was absent for
Tuesday’s regular BOE meeting to at-
tend to “personal business,” said BOE
President Mary Beth Schaumberg. Ms.
Baubles said she appreciated his work to
secure appointments for professional ser-
vices despite his absence. She said the
district auditor, physician, construction
and labor counsels and BOE attorney all
were retained for the 2010-2011 aca-
demic year at a rate “equal to or below
the amount paid last year.”

Mr. Phillips served two years as princi-
pal at Deerfield and will move south with
his family for another opportunity in the
public education system in the suburbs of
Washington, D.C. Mr. Phillips said, “I’d
like to thank everyone for the support they
have given me these two years.”

Paul Peyton contributed to this report.

Zapolski ran for surrogate last year.
Democrats for Change also ran can-

didates in five urban municipalities,
winning in Linden, where Derek
Armstead defeated Council President
Robert Bunk by more than 200 votes
in the race to run for mayor. Mr.
Armstead will now face Mayor Rich-
ard Gerbounka, a former Democrat
turned Independent.

In the race for Rahway mayor, Free-
holder Rick Proctor, the health of-
ficer in Rahway and Scotch Plains,
edged out Democrats for Change’s
Renee Thrash, by 460 tallies out of
2,238 votes cast. He will face Repub-
lican Patrick Cassio in November.

Democrats for Change won two
council races in Elizabeth and one in
Linden, but lost council bids in Union,
Rahway and Roselle.

Republican Councilman Brooke
Hern defeated former New Provi-
dence Mayor Al Morgan, 744 to 696,
to win the party’s mayoral nomina-
tion. Mr. Hern is a former Democrat,
having run for state Assembly in 2001.

Union County reported a turnout
of 23 percent, compared to
Hunterdon, 18 percent; Somerset, 8
percent, and Middlesex County, 6
percent.
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Primaries

Correction
A June 3 article on coverage of

the Westfield Board of Education
incorrectly stated that Reduction
in Force (RIF) notices were sent
out to staff by the district in March.
They went out in May per new
state rules.

In addition, the district received
awards from the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s Energy Star pro-
gram, not the National Energy Asso-
ciation as reported in the story.


