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KEEPING KIDS SAFE..Traffic-safety officers in local police departments are giving out “tickets” to children observed to be
wearing helmets when on their bikes through October as part of the “Think Positive 2010 Campaign.” See story on page 2.

FW: Shared Services Study Is
Only Starting Point for Discussion

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council held a
special meeting Monday at 6 p.m. to
discuss the results of a joint Fanwood-
Scotch Plains shared services study.
The meeting was held just prior to the
governing body’s regular monthly
meeting, which had been moved to
Monday due to Tuesday’s Primary
Election.

Mayor Mahr said the study was
funded with a $48,000 grant from the
state Department of Community Af-
fairs.

The consultant firm Jersey Profes-
sional Management conducted the
study and prepared a report, which

was submitted to the governing body
last December.

However, Mayor Mahr said the dis-
cussion and public release of the re-
port “kind of got sidetracked” as of-
ficials in both towns worked on their
municipal budgets and the voter-re-
jected board of education budget.

The report was still not released at
Monday night’s meeting, at which
former council members Donna
Dolce and David Valian, who served
with Mayor Mahr and Borough Ad-
ministrator Eleanor McGovern on
Fanwood’s half of the shared ser-
vices committee, conducted a pre-
sentation.

Ms. Dolce emphasized that the re-
port covers only the study’s findings

and is “not a plan of action.”
“The study was intended to be a

conversation starter…I’m not going
to speak to the content of the re-
port…” said Ms. Dolce.

“The [study] document allows the
[two] communities to begin a conver-
sation about where we want to go
next, if there is a next step…it’s a
conversation starter or stopper based
on the wishes of both municipali-
ties.”

Mayor Mahr said Fanwood and
Scotch Plains officials “have not come
back together” to meet about the study
report. “We’re sort of having the first
conversation about the report [to-
night],” said the mayor.

“As far as I know, Scotch Plains
has not had the opportunity to have a
jumping off point, as we’re doing,”
said Mrs. McGovern.

Councilman Anthony Parenti asked
when the two governing bodies would
meet to talk about shared services.

Mayor Mahr said she will “con-
tinue to reach out” to Scotch Plains
officials “to continue the process of
communication.”

She later told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, “Fanwood has
started their internal [shared services]
discussions; I’m sure Scotch Plains
will be starting theirs soon.”

In the meantime, Mayor Mahr said
each borough department head has a
copy of the report for review and
comment. She said borough council
members would be assigned to meet
with each department and then report
back to the whole governing body.

“We’ll set out a schedule to keep
this moving along,” she said.

“The next step,” said Ms. Dolce,
“is communicating this to the public
and setting up forums to get their
input and ideas.”

Initially, the borough planned to
apply for additional state grant fund-
ing to possibly implement some of
the study’s recommendations, but
Mayor Mahr noted that “implemen-
tation funds are no longer here, as we
found out a few months ago.”

Borough officials said the plan now
is to figure out what, if any, shared
services recommendations will be
pursued, and to what extent.

“Sometimes we do these studies
and the timing isn’t right,” conceded
Ms. Dolce.

Still, Mr. Valian said, “The fact that
we have this [report]; it’s really going
to open up some doors.”

But borough officials clearly sought
to balance expectations about any
short-term potential savings to tax-
payers from sharing services with
Scotch Plains.

Ms. Dolce indicated that “on a good
day,” taxpayers could “maybe save
10 percent,” or about $200, on their
local tax bills through shared ser-
vices up front.

Ms. Dolce suggested it makes more
sense, especially with the financial
picture “changing daily,” to “look at
savings over a decade” and at the
“capacity for [services] we can pro-
vide jointly compared to alone.”

Mayor Mahr said in addition to the
potential for cost savings, improved
services, smaller government and
“more forward thinking,” the shared
services report might also be useful
“to see where the county could help
us or other towns” in addition to
Scotch Plains.

Councilman Parenti said the bor-
ough should be cautious about poten-
tial shared services ventures that could
wind up costing the borough or “hurt-
ing services.”

Mr. Valian responded that the re-
port does identify some areas that
“would not be good” for sharing ser-
vices.

Councilwoman Joan Wheeler said
the shared services report has pro-
vided her with “a much better under-
standing of the operation here” than
she has ever had.

“I found it very informative; it’s a
useful tool,” Mrs. Wheeler said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Scotch Plains, Fanwood  Library
Merger Plans on Hold Until 2011

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Any pos-
sible merger between the Scotch
Plains and Fanwood library systems
will be put off until next year, at the
earliest, due to present fiscal con-
straints as well as a need for both
systems to more formally flesh out
the particulars of what effects a joint
operation would have on personnel,
facilities, funding, etc.

After spending the past few years
conducting feasibility studies, focus

groups and public meetings to ex-
plain the benefits of a joint library
system, the boards of both libraries
voted last month not to pursue the
matter this year. Instead, says Scotch
Plains Library Director Meg Kolaya,
there will be a “big push” this sum-
mer to look at what would need to be
included in any legal documents per-
taining to the operation of a joint
system. She told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times the legal agreement
would likely be similar to one devel-
oped when the school systems of

both towns merged.
“There are issues of how funding

will be handled, how existing em-
ployees and, for instance, vacation
days, would be addressed,” Mrs.
Kolaya said, adding that the differing
classifications of municipal employ-
ees — Scotch Plains is a civil service
town while Fanwood is not — would
also need to be looked at.

Any such agreement would need to
be approved by the governing bodies
of both towns before the actual ques-
tion of a library merger could be put
on a ballot referendum. And Mrs.
Kolaya does not envision that occur-
ring until at least November 2011.

During the winter, both libraries
made public their merger proposal
and also floated the possibility of
expanding the existing Scotch Plains
Library on Bartle Avenue into a $26.5-
million, state-of-the-art joint facility
that would serve both towns. But,
given the significant loss in both state
aid and municipal funding this year,
Mrs. Kolaya said there is “no way
anyone is foolish enough to think that
bonding” for a new facility would be
a wise idea.

While “it doesn’t make sense to
operate both buildings and invest in
both buildings,” Mrs. Kolaya said
both library boards will look to “work
out the optimal way to go” regarding
facilities. Fanwood’s library is nearly
60 years old, while the Scotch Plains
facility is nearly four decades old.
Earlier this year, Fanwood Library

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FARM FRESH…The Scotch Plains Farmers Market kicked off its season last
Saturday in the parking lot adjacent to the municipal building on Park Avenue.
The market, which features not only purveyors of fresh vegetables and fruit but
also local merchants selling various foods and other products, will be open every
Saturday from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. through the end of October.

Courtesy of Meredith LaCorte
SP CELEBRATES...Union Catholic High School’s Senior Prom was held on May
20 at the Crystal Plaza in Livingston. Above are Angelo Cerimele, a 2009 graduate,
alongside Melissa Marks, a 2010 graduate, both of whom reside in Scotch Plains.

Courtesy of Welch Family, Fran Loneker
A NIGHT TO REMEMBER...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School seniors con-
gregate before the senior prom, held on May 28 at the Pines Manor. From left to
right are: Shannon Reimers, Kevin Welch, Keira Wiggins, Sean Shukla, Samantha
Henderson and Jamie Sweeney. For more prom pictures, see page 10.

Board Rejects Plan to Convert
Home to Two-Family Dwelling

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment last week turned
down an application to convert a
single-family house on Front Street
into a two-family dwelling.

Steven Needle, owner of the prop-
erty at 1801 Front Street, was seeking
the conversion in order to rent out the
property. He told the board at its
meeting last Thursday that he had no
plans to put any affordable housing
units at the Front Street property. He
had originally been obligated by a
2008 board resolution to include such
units at a refurbished apartment prop-
erty he owns at 457-459 Park Av-
enue, but now plans to purchase a
two-family house on Mountain Av-
enue that he would use to satisfy
affordable housing obligations.

Mary Moody, the board’s planner,
spoke of a letter from Township Attor-
ney Jeffrey Lehrer that addressed a
transfer of affordable housing obliga-
tions from the Park Avenue property to
the planned Mountain Avenue site. Mr.
Lehrer said such units must be ready to
be occupied by October 31 or the town-
ship could face legal action or fines.

The board postponed a hearing on
an application by Elizabethtown Wa-
ter Co. for permission to extend a
seven-foot fence around its 16-acre lot
off Jerusalem Road, where its water
tower facility is located. The utility
may revise its application to instead
seek permission to install fencing
around the wells located on the prop-
erty. That hearing will then be held at
the board’s Thursday, July 1 meeting.

The board was set to resume  its
consideration of an application last
night, June 9, by T. Mobile and
Verizon Wireless to install a cellular
antenna tower in Hillside Cemetery.
The proposed 125-foot high mono-
pole would house nine T. Mobile

antennas at the 118-foot level and 12
Verizon antennas 10 feet lower. The
pole will be situated at the end of
Frank Street off Raritan Road, at the
southern end of the 129-acre cem-
etery. Several variances are being re-
quested, including a use variance
since cell towers are prohibited by
local ordinance, a height variance
and a fence-height variance.

The board is also expected to soon
begin consideration of an application
to install a cell tower at Willow Grove
Swim Club. In mid-2007, Omni-Point
Communications/T.Mobile had made
a similar application at the site, but
eventually was forced to withdraw it
after the board turned down repeated
requests for extensions of the hear-
ing.

Lance, Freeholders, Sheriff
Win Primary-Day Battles

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) defeated three chal-
lengers on Tuesday to win the Re-
publican Party’s nomination in a bid
for a second term in Congress. On the
other side of the aisle, county Demo-
crats selected Freeholder incumbents
Dan Sullivan and Bette Jane Kowalski
and their new running mate, Plainfield
Councilwoman Linda Carter, over a
line of candidates under the Demo-
crats for Change banner.

In addition, County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi and longtime Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich advanced to the November
General Election to face their Repub-
lican challengers.

As for the Congressional race, Mr.
Lance had 56 percent of the vote,
with David Larsen, his closest com-
petitor, garnering 31 percent. Lon
Hosford had 8 percent, followed by
Bruce Baker, with 5 percent. Mr.
Lance will face Democrat Ed
Potosnak in the General Election.
With 95 percent of the votes counted,

Mr. Lance led Mr. Larsen 16,937 to
9,411, followed by Mr. Hosford, with
2,491, and Mr. Baker, with 1,425.

In the race for county freeholder,
Ms. Carter was the top vote getter,
with 12,984, followed by Mr.
Sullivan, with 12,534, and Ms.
Kowalski, with 12,340. The Demo-
crats for Change ticket was led by
Janet Reynolds, with 10,256, fol-
lowed by Carmen Southward, with
9,948, and Elcy Castillo Ospina, with
9,475. The winners will now face the
GOP slate of Ellen Dickson, Brian
Flanagan and Elyse Bochicchio
Medved.

Mr. Froehlich edged out Essex
County sheriff’s officer Charles
Mitchell, who ran as an independent
sheriff candidate in 2007, by a tally
of 12,386 to 11,373. Ms. Rajoppi
defeated Rahway News-Record Pub-
lisher Lisa McCormick, 12,784 to
10,266. Mr. Froehlich will face Re-
publican Peter Lijoi in November,
while Ms. Rajoppi faces off against
the GOP’s Arthur Zapolski. Mr.
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600 North Avenue West, Westfield - West |  908-233-0065 www.coldwellbankermoves.com/westfieldwest

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Coldwell Banker®

May 1st -July 31st

Open to all home buyers
No income limitations
No property eligibility requirements

Get up to an $8,000 credit back at closing.

* Any pricing decision is in the seller’s sole discretion and is subject to negotiation between the buyer and seller. Buyers are encouraged to contact their lender to ensure that 
participation will not adversely affect their financing as well as an attorney or tax professional regarding any legal or tax implications. Certain sellers may elect to extend the 
Buyer Bonus beyond the promotional period.

Visit ColdwellBankerMoves.com
for complete details on this limited-time offer.

Purchase a participating house between May 1st and July 31st, and the home seller
will provide a credit back at close of 3% of the accepted offer price, up to $8,000*.
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