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Courtesy of Michael Ferrante
ACROSS AMERICA…Rancher Dan and his friends in Idaho catch up with the
latest Primary Election news in New Jersey by reading The Westfield Leader, hand
delivered by Michael Ferrante of Weehawken during his annual cross-country
trip on his Harley. Pictured is Dan D. Cone at his ranch in Fruitland, Idaho. See
www.goleader.com/photos.

Paul Lachenauer  for The Westfield Leader
TRADITIONAL DANCE…The youth group of Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Church in Westfield perform a traditional Green dance at this past week’s annual
Greek Festival. The event also featured food, wine testing, and additional
entertainment.

Fate of Crossing Guards Fuels
Westfield Council Discussion

Mountainside BOE Bus. Admin.
And Deerfield Principal Resign

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The conversation
became heated at Tuesday night’s
Westfield Town Council meeting
when resident Jim Baker brought
up the potential layoff of crossing
guards.

The council announced several
weeks ago that it was cutting $73,000
from the crossing-guard budget and
that 18 to 20 posts might be reduced
or eliminated in September. Public
Safety Committee Chairwoman
JoAnn Neylan said that nothing is
“set in stone” yet and that her com-
mittee is working with the police
department and board of education to
meet the budget constraints.

Mr. Baker raised the issue of cross-
ing-guard elimination with the coun-
cil and stated that he felt no guards
should be eliminated. He also said he
felt the council should look at safety
first, rather than to begin with a bud-
get number and then cut positions.

Councilwoman Neylan said all of
the cuts would be done “with the
safety of the children first and fore-
most.” She also told Mr. Baker that
things have changed over the years
because of added traffic signals and
elementary school redistricting but
that crossing-guard posts have not
been reevaluated.

Town Administrator James Gildea
told Mr. Baker that the police depart-
ment has recommended 25 positions
for potential cuts and that the council
had discussed making the cuts for
this school year but decided to post-
pone it until September.

Mr. Baker also questioned if mem-
bers of the council had spoken to
their constituents about cutting cross-
ing guards, saying that no one had
contacted him. Fourth Ward Coun-
cilman James Foerst laughed and re-
sponded, “I don’t think anyone has
any questions about how you stand.”
His response angered Mr. Baker, who
said, “I don’t like being laughed at by
a town council member on a very
serious matter.”

Councilman Foerst and Third
Ward Councilman Mark Ciarrocca
also criticized Mr. Baker for wear-
ing a crossing-guard uniform in a
political advertisement several years
ago but not volunteering to partici-
pate in the walking school bus pro-
gram in his Franklin Elementary
School neighborhood.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky at-
tempted to intervene in the discus-
sion by telling Mr. Baker that there
have been budget cuts “in all depart-
ments.” Mr. Baker countered that cuts
have not been made in the legal de-
partment, but Mayor Skibitsky

pointed out that the recently hired
public defender did take a lower sal-
ary than the previous person.

Mayor Skibitsky ended the con-
versation by saying that under the
town’s budget constraints, the coun-
cil has had to make “very difficult
decisions this year” but that officials
will “do them responsibly.”

In other business, Councilman
Foerst reported that renovations to
the Reeve House are progressing, and
completion is expected in the late
summer or early fall.

He also said the Code Review and
Town Property Committee discussed
a revision to the ordinance covering
ramps for handicapped individuals.
Residents who require a handicap
ramp currently have to appear before
the zoning board of adjustment and
obtain a variance.

Councilman Foerst said that a new
streamlined application process has
been developed and, once approved
by ordinance, will allow residents
who need a ramp to be able to install
one faster.

The council went into closed ses-
sion at the end of the meeting to
discuss pending litigation regarding
the Sunnyside development project
and to consult with its attorney re-
garding the Westfield Senior Citi-
zens Housing Corporation.

Paul Lachenauer  for The Westfield Leader
SOAKED IN SUDS...Enthusiatic youths volunteer during a car wash for the community at the Westfield Armory last
Saturday, raising money to help families of the New Jersey National Guard soldiers headquatered at the facility.

By ERIC D. WILDSTEIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Board of Edu-
cation Business Administrator
Roderic McLaughlin has announced
his resignation, effective Thursday,
July 1. The BOE has not yet named an
interim business administrator while
the district begins to search for a
permanent replacement. Additionally,
the school board has accepted the
resignation of Deerfield School Prin-
cipal Robert Phillips.

Chief School Administrator
Jeanette Baubles told The Westfield
Leader on Friday that the school board
accepted Mr. McLaughlin’s resigna-
tion at its May 25 meeting and that he
would stay with the district through
Wednesday, June 30.

“He said he had a great run but that
it was time to move on to another

district,” she said.
Mr. McLaughlin has accepted a

similar position with the North High-
lands Regional High School Board of
Education in Allendale, Bergen
County. His new salary will be
$146,000, according to
northjersey.com.

Mr. McLaughlin’s resignation fol-
lows that of former CSA Peter
O’Malley, who left the district in
2008 after three years to take a super-
intendent position with Matawan-
Aberdeen in Monmouth County, a
regional school district.

Mr. McLaughlin joined
Mountainside in the summer of 2005,
replacing Paul Vissuso, who had been
removed by the district following
questionable accounting procedures
discovered by the district’s auditor.
Mr. McLaughlin previously had

served as interim business adminis-
trator in the office of the Union County
Superintendent of Schools, a state
office.

He was appointed at a starting sal-
ary of $100,000 and would have
earned $135,722 in 2010-2011, the
same salary as the previous year.

Mr. McLaughlin was absent for
Tuesday’s regular BOE meeting to
tend to “personal business,” said BOE
President MaryBeth Schaumberg.
Ms. Baubles said she appreciated his
work to secure appointments for pro-
fessional services despite his absence.
She said the district auditor, physi-
cian, construction and labor counsels
and BOE attorney all were retained
for the 2010-2011 academic year at a
rate “equal to or below the amount
paid last year.”
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Lance, Freeholders, Sheriff
Win Their Primary-Day Battles

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) defeated three chal-
lengers on Tuesday to win the Re-
publican Party’s nomination in a bid
for a second term in Congress. On the
other side of the aisle, county Demo-
crats selected Freeholder incumbents
Dan Sullivan and Bette Jane Kowalski
and their new running mate, Plainfield
Councilwoman Linda Carter, over a
line of candidates under the Demo-
crats for Change banner.

In addition, County Clerk Joanne

Rajoppi and longtime Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich advanced to the November
General Election to face their Repub-
lican challengers.

As for the Congressional race, Mr.
Lance had 56 percent of the vote,
with David Larsen, his closest com-
petitor, garnering 31 percent. Lon
Hosford had 8 percent, followed by
Bruce Baker, with 5 percent. Mr.
Lance will face Democrat Ed
Potosnak in the General Election.
With 95 percent of the votes counted,
Mr. Lance led Mr. Larsen 16,937 to
9,411, followed by Mr. Hosford, with

2,491, and Mr. Baker, with 1,425.
In the race for county freeholder,

Ms. Carter was the top vote-getter,
with 12,984, followed by Mr.
Sullivan, with 12,534, and Ms.
Kowalski, with 12,340. The Demo-
crats for Change ticket was led by
Janet Reynolds, with 10,256, fol-
lowed by Carmen Southward, with
9,948, and Elcy Castillo Ospina, with
9,475. The winners will now face the
GOP slate of Ellen Dickson, Brian
Flanagan and Elyse Bochicchio
Medved.

Mr. Froehlich edged out Essex
County sheriff’s officer Charles
Mitchell, who ran as an independent
sheriff candidate in 2007, by a tally
of 12,386 to 11,373. Ms. Rajoppi
defeated News Record  publisher Lisa
McCormick, 12,784 to 10,266. Mr.
Froehlich will face Republican Peter
Lijoi in November, while Ms. Rajoppi
faces off against the GOP’s Arthur
Zapolski. Mr. Zapolski ran for surro-
gate last year.

Democrats for Change also ran
candidates in five urban municipali-
ties, winning in Linden, where Derek
Armstead defeated Council President
Robert Bunk by more than 200 votes
in the race to run for mayor. Mr.
Armstead will now face Mayor Rich-
ard Gerbounka, a former Democrat
turned Independent.

In the race for Rahway mayor, Free-
holder Rick Proctor, the health of-
ficer in Rahway and Scotch Plains,
edged out Democrats for Change’s
Renee Thrash, by 460 tallies out of
2,238 votes cast. He will face Repub-
lican Patrick Cassio in November.
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600 North Avenue West, Westfield - West |  908-233-0065 www.coldwellbankermoves.com/westfieldwest

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Coldwell Banker®

May 1st -July 31st

Open to all home buyers
No income limitations
No property eligibility requirements

Get up to an $8,000 credit back at closing.

* Any pricing decision is in the seller’s sole discretion and is subject to negotiation between the buyer and seller. Buyers are encouraged to contact their lender to ensure that 
participation will not adversely affect their financing as well as an attorney or tax professional regarding any legal or tax implications. Certain sellers may elect to extend the 
Buyer Bonus beyond the promotional period.

Visit ColdwellBankerMoves.com
for complete details on this limited-time offer.

Purchase a participating house between May 1st and July 31st, and the home seller
will provide a credit back at close of 3% of the accepted offer price, up to $8,000*.

Courtesy of Joann Spera
THE BIG NIGHT...Westfield High School students are dressed to the nines at the Pre-Prom party at the Spera home last Saturday evening. The big event was held
at Pines Manor in Edison. See more photos on page 10.


